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I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
    
II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
    
III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 
    
V. Stewart A. Approve Minutes for Special Meeting of August 11, 2026. 
V. Stewart B. Approve Minutes for Work Session of August 12, 2026. 
V. Stewart C. Approve Minutes for Meeting of August 18, 2026. 

IV. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS. 
    
J. Brigham A. Approve Docket of Claims for September 1, 2026. 

V. CONSENT AGENDA 
    
R. Bonner A. Discuss/Approve (5) Facilities Usage Permits Submitted by Main Street Columbus, 

Inc./Barbara Bigelow, to Host Various Activities at Leadership Plaza During the Months of 
October, November and December 2026 Free to the Public.  Complimentary Usage is 
Requested. 

G. Ward B. Approve permit request submitted by Ryan Munson, on behalf of Munson and Brothers, to 
host "Oktoberfest Artist Booths & Vendors" to be held on October 2 - 4, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. 
on October 2, 2026, until 6:00 p.m. October 4, 2026, blocking the corner of Second Avenue 
North and Third Street North to Third Avenue North. 

G. Ward C. Approve request for four (4) CPD personnel to attend "Level 1 SWAT Training Academy" to be 
held in Aberdeen, Mississippi and approve travel in a city-owned vehicle. 

G. Ward D. Approve request for one (1) CPD personnel to attend "Glock Training Class Armorer Course-
Gen 5 Plus" to be held in Fulton, Mississippi and approve payment for registration and travel 
in the estimated amount of $350.00. 

G. Ward E. Ratify permit request submitted by Jennifer Sharp to host a "Birthday Party" held on August 
15, 2026, at 221 Lawrence Drive. 

G. Ward F. Approve permit request submitted by Barbara Bigelow, on behalf of Main Street Columbus, to 
host "The Hitching Lot Holiday Cruise In Car Show" to be held November 21, 2026, from 8:00 
a.m. until 1:00 p.m. at the Hitching Lot, blocking Third Street North at Second Avenue North 
and Third Avenue North. 

G. Ward G. Approve request for one (1) CPD personnel to attend the "IACP 2026 Annual Conference" to 
be held in Orlando, Florida and approve payment for registration, travel, lodging and meal 
expenses in the estimated amount of $2,140.00. 

N. Katona H. Approve the request to promote the Code Enforcement Clerk to Code Enforcement Officer and 
allow the Human Resources Director to advertise for a new Code Enforcement Clerk. 

C. Bush I. Approve request to hire two (2) Laborers in the Public Works Department contingent upon 
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successful completion of preliminary testing. 
VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
     

A. Comments from Mayor & Council 
G. Ward B. Presentation to one (1) CPD Officer 

*  Lt. Mark Underwood  
G. Ward C. Presentation of Commendation to five (5) CPD Officers 

*  Ptl. Alexander Vaughn 
*  Ptl. Tovares Chandler 
*  Ptl. Dijon Shields 
*  Cpl. Timothy Tate 
*  Sgt. Kimberly Hayes 
  

G. Lewis D. Presentation to the MUW Art Department 
J. Turnage  E. Board Vacancies   

COLUMBUS-LOWNDES LIBRARY BOARD 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Randi Robison's Term Expires 09/30/2026. 
Announcement will be made October 6, 2026.   
Randi Robison   
GOLDEN TRIANGLE LINK DEVELOPMENT 
1 Vacancy, 2-Year Term, Bill West's Term Expires 09/30/2026. 
Appointment will be made September 15, 2026.   
Nic Parish   
COLUMBUS REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Marthalie Porter's Term Expires 09/01/2026 
Appointment will be made September 1, 2026.   
Howard Dodd   
Marthalie Porter 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 
     

A. Julia Chavez - Homelessness, Transportation and Data Center. 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
    
N. Katona A. Discuss/Approve the lowest and best bid for the former Dial-A-Bus building electrical work 

from Malone Electric in the amount of $5,850. 
N. Katona B. Discuss the current Dial-A-Bus budget and discuss/approve two change orders, one roofing 

change order for 28 damaged sheets in the amount of $2,100 and one trim/paint change order 
for $845. 

N. Katona C. Discuss/Approve the lowest and best bid for the former Dial-A-Bus building HVAC 
installation from Patterson HVAC in the amount of $12,500. 

N. Katona D. Discuss/Approve recording of eighty-eight (88) $250 or less abatement determinations in the 
meeting minutes. 

N. Katona E. Discuss/Approve the lowest and best bid for the removal of a dead tree overhanging Puckett 
Parkway by Magnolia Tree Service in the amount of $2,500. 

J. Turnage  F. Discuss/Approve Ordinance establishing competitive procurement procedures for certain 
purchases and contracts; promoting fairness, transparency and public confidence in the 
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expenditure of public funds and related purposes. 
IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
     

A. Personnel Matter (1) 
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SPECIAL MEETING OF 

THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 

August 11, 2026 
5:00 p.m. 

 
The Mayor and City Council met on Tuesday, August 11, 2026 at Special Meeting in 
the City Hall Conference Room, 523 Main Street, to discuss Budget Requests/ 
Departmental Recommendations. Mayor Stephen Jones presided over the meeting. 
All Council Members were present with Council Member Greene, Council Member 
Spears and Council Member Smith via zoom. Also present were the CFO, the 
Human Resources Director, the COO (via zoom) and department heads. General 
Counsel Jeff Turnage was absent. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 

 
Mayor Jones called the meeting to order and called upon Public Works 
Director Casey Bush to offer the Invocation. 
 

     II.        TOPICS 
 
Mayor Jones then went into the Budget Requests: 
 
A. Finance – Chief Operating Officer Jim Brigham stated that the budget is     
    showing progress. The amounts may change depending on approved  
    recommendations. On the revenue side is $29,138,000. There is expected 
    to be a $450,000 higher expenditure for FY27 than FY26. Two (2) key 
    areas: Sales tax at $ 12,270,000 and ad valorem taxes at $11,925,000.     
    Finance Department’s largest capital cost is the leasing of about fifty-   
    seven (57) vehicles which includes (18) Durangos, (24) Trucks, (4) 2500s,   
    (8) Chargers, (2) Tahoes and (1) Camry. Request for thirteen (13)  
    Additional vehicles at about $130,000. Equipment line $100,000 increase   
    from $612,500 to $712,500. Adjustment Insurance Liability (premium costs)  
    from $550,000 to $600,000. No Action Taken. 
 
B. Planning & Community Development – Director George Irby had    
    nothing to discuss. No Action Taken. 
 
C. Information Technology – Director Greg Drake stated that he rearranged  
    several line items to cut down the costs for FY27 to purchase other items     
    needed including HR software at $40,000. The SLCPG request at  
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    $308,000 of which $140,000 has been awarded. The Amphitheater to 
     include Wi-Fi, cameras and streamers are at $290,000 but that amount is  
     looking to be cut down as well. No Action Taken.  
 
 D. Public Works – Director Casey Bush stated that he is requesting a    
     $100,000 fuel increase from $400,000 to $500,000. Outside Service  
     equipment - $2,500 increase, rental equipment - $1,000 increase. Also  
     requesting a dump Truck at $205,000, a backhoe at $121,692, a skid steer  
     which helps keep ditches clear at $140,000 totaling $466,692. Mr. Bush  
     stated that he needs a skilled bucket truck operator as well. No Action  
     Taken.  
 
E. Columbus Fire & Rescue – Chief Charles Yarbrough stated that he is   
     requesting to replace one (1) fire truck although he expressed that he  
     really needs two (2). Fire truck is at one million and will take about 12 to 18  
     months to receive. He would like to invest in a step plan for the admin   
     staff, EMT certification and hire the Fire Marshal an assistant. No Action  
     Taken. 

 
                F. Columbus Police Department – Chief Garland Ward stated that he would  
                    like his budget to stay the same to work with for at least a year and make  
                    adjustments if needed. No Action Taken. 
 
                G. Forensic Laboratory – Director Claudette Gilman stated that she is  
                     requesting a $50,000 increase in latent print training at the Academy and a  
                     $10,000 increase from $10,000 to $20,000 in the rental area for helium  
                     tanks. No Action Taken. 
 
                H. Columbus Recreation Department – Director Greg Lewis stated that he  
                     is requesting operating supplies increase by $5,000, building supplies-  
                     $2,000 increase, activity programs- $5,000 increase, service contract for  
                     Cook, Propst and Lee Park-$139,035, building repairs- $25,000, capital  
                     assets (Van)- $30,000 and a Director’s Assistant. No Action Taken. 
 
                I.  Facilities – Director Rogena Bonner stated that she is requesting a $600  
                    increase in uniforms funding from $1,400 to $2,000. To maintain both  
                    Friendship and Sandfield will be $257,507. Ms. Bonner is also asking to 
                    leave the $80,000 in the care & maintenance funds for any building repair  
                    and maintenance. No Action Taken. 
 
               J.  Building/Code/Care & Maintenance – Director Nathan Katona stated that  
                    he has cut his budget by about $12,000. He asked to place citywide &  
                    facility repair funds under the Care & Maintenance Department, purchase a  
                    maintenance van and hire a full-time maintenance technician at a salary of  
                    $41,600 annually. No Action Taken. 
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           K. Garage – Director Willie Langford is asking for a $20,000 increase to his 
                Outside budget for equipment, programming, and other necessities. No Action  
                Taken.  
 
           L.  Municipal Court Department – Chief Operating Officer Jammie Garrett   
                requested a $3,000 increase in municipal supplies and a $2,000 increase for   
                travel. No Action Taken. 
 
          M.  Airport – Chief Operating Officer Jammie Garrett requested a $2,000  
                increase for Weather Station inspections. No Action Taken. 
 

 
III. ADJOURN 
 
             The Mayor stated that there was no other business, and announced 
             the meeting ADJOURNED.  
 
 
             This the 11th day of August 2026. 
 

 
 
 
Approved By        _______________________________________________ 
                             Stephen Jones, MAYOR 
 
 
 
                             _______________________________________________ 
                             James Brigham, CFO/SECRETARY-TREASURER/CLERK 
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WORK SESSION  

THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS  

August 12, 2026 

10:30 a.m.  
  

The Mayor and the City Council met in a Regular Work Session on Wednesday, August 

12, 2026 at 10:30 a.m. in the City Hall Court Chambers, 523 Main Street. Mayor 

Stephen Jones presided over the meeting, and all Council Members were present 

except Council Member Greene and Council Member Spears who were absent. Also, 

present was the General Counsel, the CFO, the Human Resources Director, the COO 

(via zoom) and various Department Heads.  

  

I. Call to Order and Invocation   

  

Mayor Jones called the meeting to order and called upon Building Official 

Nathan Katona to offer the Invocation.  

  

Mayor Jones then began with the discussion of topics for the August 12, 2026 

Work Session.  

  

II. Topics  

  

A. ***Discuss / Approve August 4, 2026 Docket of Claims in the amount 

of $1,110,818.91. 

 

Mayor Jones explained that the right Docket of Claims for the August 4, 

2026 meeting was approved but that he stated the wrong amount so he 

requested Council approval to approve the documented amount of 

$1,110,818.91. 

 

Vice Mayor Stewart made a motion to approve the August 4, 2026 Docket 

of Claims in the amount of $1,110,818.91. Council Member Smith 

seconded the motion. 

 

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 4/0. 
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B. ***Discuss / Approve the revised FY27 Budget Calendar. 

 

Mayor Jones then called upon Chief Finance Officer Jim Brigham to 

discuss the revised FY27 Budget Calendar. Mr. Brigham stated that he has 

made arrangement to have the public hearing for August 25, 2026 be 

published in the Packet to run Thursday (Aug 13th) and in the Dispatch 

Saturday (Aug 15th). There being no discussion, Council Member Smith 

made a motion to approve the revised FY27 Budget Calendar. Council 

Member Jefferson seconded the motion. 

  

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.  

  

The motion carried 4/0.  

  

CALENDAR TO FOLLOW:  
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C. Discuss permit submitted by Tiffany Jefferson, on behalf of 

Columbus High School, to host the “Homecoming Parade” to be held 

on September 24, 2026, from 5:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. See attached 

map. 

  

Mayor Jones then called upon Columbus Police Chief Garland Ward to 

discuss permit on behalf of Columbus High School to host the 

Homecoming Parade. 

  

There being no discussion, this item will be decided in the August 18, 2026 

meeting of the Mayor and City Council.  

  

D. Discuss request for two (2) CPD personnel to attend “Critical Incident 

Negotiations Level II” to be held in Pearl, Mississippi and approval of 

payment for registration, lodging, travel and meal expenses in the 

estimated amount of $1,172.50 each.   

 

There being no discussion, this item will be decided in the August 18, 2026 

meeting of the Mayor and City Council.  

  

            E.  Discuss permit submitted by Kevin Wright, on behalf of Christian Jeep 
                  Association, to host the "Jeepin' and Fishin' the Tenn-Tom Waterway Jeep  
                  Parade" to be held on August 29, 2026, at 2:00 p.m.  See attached map.  
 

There being no discussion, this item will be decided in the August 18, 2026 

meeting of the Mayor and City Council.  

 
      F.  Discuss request for one (1) CPD personnel to attend "Supervisor  
                  Leadership Institute" to be held in Oxford, Mississippi and approval of  
                  payment for registration, lodging, travel and meal expenses in the    
                  estimated amount of $1,935.00.  
 

There being no discussion, this item will be decided in the August 18, 2026 

meeting of the Mayor and City Council.  

 
     G.  Discuss permit request submitted by Renee Sanders, on behalf of United  
                     Way of the Golden Triangle Region, to host "United Way 2027 Campaign      
                     Kick-Off" to be held on September 3, 2026, from 5:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. in  
                     Catfish Alley.  See attached map.  
 

                    There being no discussion, this item will be decided in the August 18, 2026    

                    meeting of the Mayor and City Council.  
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           H.  Discuss request to hire four (4) certified officers contingent upon successful  
                    completion of preliminary testing.  
 
                    Chief Ward explained that hiring these four (4) certified officers will put the  
                    number of employed officers at forty-six (46).  
 
                   There being no further discussion, this item will be decided in the August 18,  

                   2026 meeting of the Mayor and City Council.  

 
               I.  Discuss promotion of one (1) CPD Personnel to Assistant Chief (P2).  

                  

                    There being no discussion, this item will be decided in the August 18, 2026  

                    meeting of the Mayor and City Council.  

 

            J.  Discuss request for one (1) CPD personnel to attend "Glock   Training Class  
                 Armorer CourseGen 5 Plus" to be held in Fulton, Mississippi and approve  
                 payment for registration and travel in the estimated amount of $350.00.  
 

                    There being no discussion, this item will be decided in the August 18, 2026  

                    meeting of the Mayor and City Council.  

 
        K.  Discuss hiring three (3) Truck Drivers and two (2) Laborers in the Public  
                 Works Department, pending successful completion of preliminary testing.  
 
                 Mayor Jones then called upon Human Resources Director Donna Davis and  
                 Public Works Director Casey Bush to discuss hiring three (3) truck drivers  
                 and two (2) laborers pending successful completion of preliminary testing. 
 

                    There being no discussion, this item will be decided in the August 18, 2026  

                    meeting of the Mayor and City Council.  

 
               L.  Discuss request to purchase properties for the Blight Program in the  
                    amount of $46,000.00.  
 
                    Mayor Jones then called upon Planning and Community Development  
                    Director George Irby to discuss the purchase of properties for the Blight  
                    Program in the amount of $46,000. Mr. Irby stated that the funds can come from  
                    the ARPA funding. 
 
                   There being no discussion, this item will be decided in the August 18, 2026  

                   meeting of the Mayor and City Council.  
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            M.   Discuss payment of Task 5 of 6 in the amount of $9,360.00 for the  
                   Northside Neighborhood Historic Resource Digital Draft Survey 
                   Report for the Blight Elimination Program.   
 
                   Planning and Community Development Director Geroge Irby explained  
                   that this survey is a final reporting of the Northside Historic District. The  
                   consultant says that she will help in submitting report to MDAH. 
 

 There being no further discussion, this item will be decided in the August     

 18, 2026 meeting of the Mayor and City Council.  

 
      N.  Discuss allocating funding for the in-kind match of $85,000 for the Kayak  
                  Launch.  
 
                  Mayor Jones called upon Parks and Recreation Director Greg Lewis to  
                  discuss allocating finding for the in-kind match of $85,000 for the Kayak  
                  Launch. Mr. Lewis explained that the Columbus Recreation Department is  
                  requesting assistance from the City to address the $80-85,000 shortfall for the  
                  Mississippi Outdoor Stewardship Trust Fund. The $95,000 in-kind services from  
                  third parties that was originally in the grant was not available. Mr. Lewis stated  
                  that he wanted to find a way to responsibly make up for this amount so that the  
                  Kayak Launch project could continue. The original in-kind amount was $95,000  
                  leaving $85,000 after Burns Dirt Construction agreed to provide $10,000 in in- 
                  kind services. 
 

There being no further discussion, this item will be decided in the August 

18, 2026 meeting of the Mayor and City Council.  

 

 SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS TO FOLLOW: 
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                O.  Discuss the placement of the Fossil Park shadow boxes.  
 
                     Parks and Recreation Director Greg Lewis requested ideas from the   
                     Council on where to place the Fossil Park shadow boxes. He stated the  
                     Welcome Center and Visitor’s Bureau could be potential locations. 
 

There being no further discussion, this item will be decided in the August 

18, 2026 meeting of the Mayor and City Council. 

 

            P.   Discuss amendment to purchase/sale agreement and redevelopment  
                  agreement between Friendly City Development and Columbus 
                  Redevelopment Authority.  
 
                  Mayor Jones called upon General Counsel Jeff Turnage to discuss the 
                  amendment to the purchase/sale agreement and redevelopment agreement 
                  between Friendly City Development and Columbus Redevelopment 
                  Authority. The purchase/sale agreement is for most of the Burns Bottom  
                  District which is approximately seventeen (17) acres at $800,000. Friendly  
                  City Development would like to expand their residential area to create nine  
                  (9) new lots to include the back of the Holiday Chevron/Fant property which is 
                  currently under an Option with a purchase price of $350,000. The amended 
                  purchase price will be $1,150,000. Redevelopment Authority will do 
                  approximately $40,000 of grading and site preparation for the nine (9) lots. The  
                  amended agreements and resolution need approval. 
 

There being no further discussion, this item will be decided in the August 

18, 2026 meeting of the Mayor and City Council. 

 

RESOLUTION AND AGREEMENTS TO FOLLOW: 
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              Q. Discuss moving Traffic and Environmental Court to Tuesday mornings at  

                   8:30am.    

 

                   Mayor Jones stated that Judge Bailey requested that Traffic and  

                   Environmental court be held on Tuesdays instead of Thursdays to separate those  

                   cases from the others and make for better managing of the cases.  

 

                   There being no further discussion, this item will be decided in the August 18,  

                   2026 meeting of the Mayor and City Council. 

 

  

III. EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 NONE  

  

  

IV. ADJOURNMENT  

  

There being no other business to come before the governing authority, 

the Vice Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED.  

  

  

This the 12th day of August 2026.  

  

  

                                                            ________________________________                                                                                 

                                                            Stephen Jones, Mayor  

  

                

                                                                             _______________________________  

                                                                             James Brigham, Municipal Clerk   
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                                        MEETING OF 

THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 

AUGUST 18, 2026 

5:00 pm 
 

 

The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, August 18, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. in 

the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex, 1501 Main Street. Mayor Stephen Jones presided 

over the meeting, and all Council Members were present. Also, present were the General Counsel, 

the COO (via zoom), the CFO, the HR Director and all other Department Heads. 

 

      

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 

 

Mayor Stephen Jones called the meeting to order and called upon Reverend James T. 

Verdell, Pastor of All Nations Ministries, to give the Invocation.  
 

II. CONFORMATION OF / OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 

 
Mayor Jones asked if there were any changes to the proposed Agenda. There being none, 

Vice Mayor Stewart made a motion to approve the Agenda as prepared. 

Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 

 

Mayor Jones then recognized Myra Armstead, the City’s newly appointed Municipal Court 

Administrator.  

 

III.     APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
            
          The Mayor then stated that the next item of business was a review of the minutes and 

           asked if there were any revisions to the same. There being none, he asked for a 

           motion to approve the minutes of the meeting for July 21, 2026, the work session of 

           July 30, 2026 and the meeting of August 4, 2026. 
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          A. Approve Minutes for Meeting of July 21, 2026. 

           B. Approve Minutes for Work Session of July 30, 2026. 

          C. Approve Minutes for Meeting of August 4, 2026. 

             

          Vice Mayor Stewart made a motion to approve the Minutes for Meetings A-C. Council 

          Member Jefferson seconded the motion. 

 

          All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

                                                                                 

          The motion carried 6/0.                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

IV.    APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS 

 

          A.  Approve Docket of Claims for August 18, 2026. 
 
              Mayor Jones then asked for a motion to approve the Docket of Claims in the  
              amount of $1,624,425.95.  
 
              Council Member Spears made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims in the amount of  
              $1,624,425.95. Council Member Harris seconded the motion. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
              All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
             The motion carried 6/0.     
  

V.     CONSENT AGENDA 

 
        Mayor Jones then stated that the next item of business was the Consent Agenda and asked  
         if there was a motion regarding the same. 
 
         Mayor Jones at this time, made a revision to item L of the Consent Agenda. The shadow 
         boxes will be placed at the Main Street Columbus Office and the Tennessee Welcome 
         Center. 
 
         The Consent Agenda Follows: 
      

A. Approve permit request submitted by Tiffany Jeferson, on behalf of Columbus High 

School, to host the “Homecoming Parade” to be held on September 24, 2026 from 

5:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. leaving Fairview Baptist Church parking lot at South 

Browder Street, right on Alabama Street, left on North McCrary Road and ending at 

the tennis courts in front of the high school. See attached map. 
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B. Approve request for two (2) CPD personnel to attend “Critical Incident Negotiations 

Level II” to be held on August 31-September 4, 2026 in Pearl, Mississippi and 

approve payment for registration, lodging, travel and meal expenses in the 

estimated amount of $1,172.50 each. 

 

C. Approve permit request submitted by Kevin Wright, on behalf of the Christian Jeep 

Association to host “Jeepin and Fishin Tenn – Tom Waterway Jeep Parade” to be 

held on August 29, 2026 at 2:00 p.m. See attached map. 

  

D. Approve request for one (1) CPD personnel to attend “Supervisor Leadership 

Institute” to be held in Oxford, Mississippi and approve payment for registration, 

lodging, travel and meal expenses in the estimated amount of $1,935.00 

 

E. Approve permit request submitted by Renee Sanders, on behalf of United Way of 

the Golden Triangle Region, to host the “United Way 2027 Campaign Kick-Off” to be 

held on September 3, 2026 from 5:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. in Catfish Alley. See 

attached map. 

 

F. Approve request for one (1) CPD personnel to attend “Glock Training Class 

Armorer Course-Gen 5 Plus” to be held in Fulton, Mississippi and approve payment 

for registration and travel in the estimated amount of $350.00. 

 

G. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “NFPA 1021 Fire 

Officer II” to be held in Jackson, MS and approve payment of registration, hotel, 

books, meal expenses and any other expenses in the amount of $485.00. 

 

H. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “machine Rescue 

Technician” to be held in Jackson, MS an approve payment of registration, hotel, 

travel, books, meal expenses and any other expenses in the amount of $ 475.00. 

 
I. Approve request for one (1) Fire and rescue personnel to attend “NFPA 1033 Fire 

Investigator” to be held in Jackson, MS and approve payment of registration, hotel, 

travel, books, meal expenses and any other expenses in the amount of $970.00. 

 
J. Accept letter of retirement from one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel, effective 

September 1, 2026 and approve compensation for 240 hours of accrued vacation 

leave as permitted by PERS. 

 
K. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel effective 

September 1, 2026 and approve compensation for any unused vacation leave. 
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L. Approve the placement of the Fossil Park shadow boxes at Main Street Columbus 

Office and the Tennessee Welcome Center. 

 

M. Approve request for the Public Works Director to attend the “2026 Public Works 

Fall Conference” to be held in Biloxi, MS and approve payment of registration, 

hotel, travel, and meal expenses in the estimated amount of $880.35. 

 

N. Approve request for Court Administrator to attend the “2026 Municipal Court Clerk 

Training Course” to be held in Biloxi, MS and approve payment of registration, 

hotel, travel, and meal expenses in the estimated amount of $487.40. 

 

Mayor Jones then asked for a motion to approve Consent Agenda Items A-N. Council 

Member Smith made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda Items A-N. Council 

Member Spears seconded the motion. 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0.  

 

  VI.        REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA 

                

A. Comments from Mayor and Council 

Mayor Jones asked Police Chief Garland Ward and Assistant Chief Terence Ware to 

come forward to be sworn in. 

 

B. The swearing-In of Garland J. Ward as Chief of Police and Terence Ware as 

Assistant Chief. 

 

C. Presentation to six (6) CPD Officers: 

* Assistant Chief Terence Ware 

*Lt. Mark Underwood (not present) 

*Sgt. Nicholas Hairston 

*Sgt. Kimberly Hayes 

*Sgt. Ian Halbert 

*Sgt. Antonious Sellers 

 

Columbus Police Chief Garland Ward assisted the Mayor in swearing in Assistant Chief 

Terence Ware and stated that Underwood, Hairston, Hayes, Halbert and Sellers took the 

Sergeant’s Test, and all scored in the eightieth (80th) percentile. Chief Ward presented 

each officer with a certificate, and the families of the officers came forward to pin them 

for their accomplishment.  
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                Mayor Jones then asked if there were any questions or comments concerning the  

                2026 July monthly report items D-P. There being none the Mayor asked if there  

                were any announcements from the Council. 

                

                Council Member Jefferson announced that on Monday, August 24, 2026 at Sim Scott  

                there will be a Community Meeting beginning at 6:00 p.m.  

                 

                July 2026 Monthly Reports:  

 

D. Columbus Fire and Rescue – Report Presented. No Action Taken.  

E. Garage – Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

F.  Municipal Court – Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

          G.  Columbus Police – Report Presented. No Action Taken.   

          H.  Facilities – Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

I.   Building/Code/Care & Maintenance – Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

          J.   Columbus Recreation – Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

          K.  Public Works – Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

L.  Planning & Community Development – Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

          M.  Forensic Lab – Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

          N.  Finance – Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

          O.  Human Resources – Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

P.  Information Technology – Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

          Q.  Board Vacancies 

 

          Mayor Jones called upon General Counsel Jeff Turnage to announce the Board 

          Vacancies. 

      

     GOLDEN TRIANGLE DEVELOPMENT LINK 

     1 Vacancy, 2-Year Term, Bill West’s Term Expires 09/30/2026.  

     Appointment may be made September 15, 2026. 

 

     COLUMBUS REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

     1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Marthalie Porter’s Term Expires 9/01/2026.  

     Appointment may be made September 1, 2026. 

 

     Applicants: 

     Howard Dodd 

     Marthalie Porter  

 

     CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 

     1 Vacancy, 4-Year Term, Rita Felton’s Term Expired 8/15/2026.  

     Appointment may be made August 18, 2026. 
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     Applicant: 

     Rita Felton 

 

     Council Member Harris made a motion to reappoint Rita Felton. Council Member   

     Jefferson seconded the motion. 

 

      All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

     The motion carried 6/0. 

 

  VII.       CITIZEN INPUT AGENDA 
 

               A. Supervisor Leroy Brooks and Sheriff Eddie Hawkins – Community Crime 

                   Prevention Task Force. 

 

                   Supervisor Leroy Brooks and Sheriff Eddie Hawkins the need for preventive 

                   crime ideas. Their goal with beginning Phase One is to collaborate a 

                   framework of ideas making everyone, city and county, aware of interests 

                   on developing a preventive task force to help prevent crime. Phase Two 

                   will be a meeting to structure the task force and Phase Three will involve the 

                   community. 

              

VIII.     POLICY AGENDA 

       
A. Discuss / Approve recommendations from the August 10, 2026 Planning 

Commission public meeting. 

 

Mayor Jones called upon Building Official Nathan Katona to present the cases heard 

by the Planning Commission. Mr. Katona stated that the Planning Commission 

considered three (3) requests which he introduced as follows 

 

(1) Case Number 26-06 Edwin Jamal Bridges 2627 McArthur Drive to allow short-

term rental in an R-1 single family residential neighborhood. 

 

Council Member Smith made a motion to approve short-term rental at the location in 

question and to adopt the findings and recommendations of the Planning Commission. 

Council Member Spears seconded the motion. Mayor Jones then asked if there was 

anyone who objected to the request either at the Planning Commission meeting or at 

this meeting. There being none, the Mayor called for a vote. 

 

                  All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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  The motion carried 6/0. 

 

  (2) Case Number 26-24 Shemeka Coffey 202 7th Street North (former choir area)    

  to allow the operation of child daycare in a C-2 Community Commercial Zone. 

 

  Council Member Spears made a motion to approve the operation of a child daycare   

  at the location in question conditional upon the pickup and dropoff be off the roadway   

  and within the rear parking lot of the former First Baptist Church, off 3rd Avenue North  

  and to adopt the findings and recommendations of the Planning Commission.  

  Council Member Harris seconded the motion. Mayor Jones then asked if there was  

  anyone who objected to the request either at the Planning Commission meeting or at  

  this meeting. There being none, the Mayor called for a  vote. 

 

  All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

  The motion carried 6/0. 

 

  (3) Case Number 26-26 Ken Phillips for Five Ps LLC fourteen (14) lots on  

  Montrose Boulevard to approve a plat for the Plantation Pointe Lake Estates   

  Subdivision and to allow to rezone each lot to R-1 single family residential for 

  stricter requirements. 

 

 Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the fourteen (14) lots, the plat for  

 the location in question, and to allow to rezone each lot to R-1 single family residential    

 for stricter requirements, and to adopt the findings and recommendations of the  

 Planning Commission that there was a change in the character of the neighborhood   

 and a public need for the R-1 construction. Council Member Smith seconded the  

 motion. Mayor Jones then asked if there was anyone who objected to the request  

 either at the Planning   Commission meeting or at this meeting. There being none, the  

 Mayor called for a  vote. 

 

 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

 The motion carried 6/0. 

 

                    RECOMMENDATIONS TO FOLLOW: 
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B. Discuss / Accept lowest qualified bid for Farmers Market rollup doors and will 

remodel to store convention center transportation in the amount of $13,571.00. 

 

Expansions submitted the lowest bid at $13,571.00 to remodel the Farmers Market in 

addition to installing rollup doors to store convention center transportation. Council 

Member Greene made a motion to award the bid to Expansions for a total sum of 

$13,571.00 with the finding that the bid was the lowest and best responsive bid for the 

remodeling of the Farmers Market and that the bids be spread across the minutes. 

Council Member Harris seconded the motion. There being no discussion, 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 

 

BIDS TO FOLLOW: 
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C. Discuss / Accept lowest qualified bid for AC Unit change out at Propst Park 

Activity Center in the amount of $ 16,388.26. 

 

Advanced Air Systems submitted the lowest bid at $16,388.26 to change out and 

install the AC Unit at the Propst Park Activity Center. This is the final step in getting the 

Center ready for use. Council Member Greene made a motion to award the bid to 

Advanced Air Systems for a total sum of $16,388.26 with the finding that the bid was 

the lowest and best responsive bid for the replacing of the AC Unit of the Propst Park 

Activity Center and that the bids be spread across the minutes. Vice Mayor Stewart 

seconded the motion. There being no discussion, 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 

 

                   BIDS TO FOLLOW:  
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D. Discuss / Accept lowest and best bid in the amount of $28,203.00 submitted by 

Advance Air, for the replacement of the Patrol Room AC Unit. 

 

Advanced Air Systems submitted the lowest bid at $28,203.00 to replace the Patrol 

Room AC Unit at the Columbus Police Department. Vice Mayor Stewart made a 

motion to award the bid to Advanced Air Systems for a total sum of $28,203.00 with the 

finding that the bid was the lowest and best responsive bid for the replacing of the AC 

Unit in the Patrol Room at the Columbus Police Department and that the bids be 

spread across the minutes. Council Member Smith seconded the motion. There being 

no discussion, all Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 

 

 

BIDS TO FOLLOW: 
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E. Discuss / Approve request to hire one (1) and re-hire three (3) certified officers 

contingent upon successful completion of preliminary testing. 

 

Mayor Jones then called upon Columbus Police Chief Garland Ward to discuss the 

hiring of one (1) certified officer and the re-hire of (3) certified officers. Vice Mayor 

Stewart made a motion to approve the request to hire four (4) certified officers (one 

hire and three re-hires) contingent upon successful completion of preliminary testing.  

Council Member Smith seconded the motion. There being no discussion, 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 

 

F. Discuss / Approve promoting one (1) CPD personnel to Assistant Chief (P2). 

 

Vice Mayor Stewart made a motion to approve the promotion of one (1) CPD 

personnel to Assistant Chief (P2). Council Member Jefferson seconded the motion. 

There being no discussion, 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 

 

G. Discuss / Approve request to purchase properties (1606 Bell Avenue, 624 26th 

Street North, 2604 5th Avenue North and 1007 Shady Street) for the Blight 

Program in the amount of $46,000. 

 

Mayor Jones then called upon Planning and Community Development Director George 

Irby to discuss the purchase of four (4) properties located at 1606 Bell Avenue, 624 

26th Street North, 2604 5th Avenue North and 1007 Shady Street, for the Blight 

Program in the amount of $46,000. Vice Mayor Stewart made a motion to approve the 

purchase in the amount of $46,000 to purchase the four (4) properties. Council 

Member Spears seconded the motion. There being no discussion,  

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 

 

REQUEST LETTER TO FOLLOW: 
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H. Discuss payment of Task 5 of 6 in the amount of $9,360.00 for the Northside 

Neighborhood Historic Resource Digital Draft Survey Report for the Blight 

Elimination Program. 

 

Planning and Community Development Director George Irby stated that the funds for 

the survey will come from the Blight Elimination Program Fund. Council Member 

Jefferson made a motion to approve the payment of $9,360.00 for the Task 5 Northside 

neighborhood Historic Resource Digital Draft Survey Report. Vice Mayor Stewart 

seconded the motion. There being no further discussion,  

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 

 

Mayor Jones then recognized Dr. Scott Tollison, Ph.D., Mississippi University for 

Women’s Interim President. 

 

I. Discuss / Approve payment of dinosaur skull replicas in the amount of $3,612.50. 

 

Mayor Jones then called upon Parks and Recreation Director Greg Lewis to discuss 

the purchase of dinosaur skull replicas in the amount of $3,612.50. Mr. Lewis stated 

                  that the replicas will be on display in a 2-month exhibit as part of the John Jack Kaye  

                  Fossil Park. Council Member Harris made a motion to approve the payment in the     

                  amount of $3,612.50 for the purchase of dinosaur skull replicas. Council Member   

                  Spears seconded the motion. There being no discussion,  

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0.  

 

J. Discuss / Approve allocating funding for the in-kind match of $85,000 for the 

Kayak Launch. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Greg Lewis stated that an $85,000 in-kind match from 

the original $95,000 in-kind match for the Kayak Launch is still needed. Burns Dirt has 

committed to $10,000 saying they will work to find more funds. Council Member 

Spears made a motion to approve allocating funding for the in-kind match of $85,000 

from the Special Projects Fund for the Kayak Launch and note that we are now having 

to use these funds because of misinformation from the individual presenting the grant 

at the time that all the matching funds would come from  
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                  in-kind, third-party sources. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. There being  

                  no further discussion,  

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0.   

  

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS TO FOLLOW: 
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K. Discuss / Accept Propst Park Kayak Lauch Agreement. 

 

Parks and Recreation Director Greg Lewis stated that the engineering company Neel-

Schaffer will be responsible for the design, engineering and inspection of the Kayak 

Launch. Council Member Smith made a motion to accept the agreement for the Propst 

Park Kayak Launch. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. There being no 

further discussion,  

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 
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L. Discuss / Accept the lowest bid in the amount of $545.00 weekly based on the 

Ground Maintenance Contract Proposal submitted by BAM LLC, for the upkeep 

and maintenance of Sandfield Cemetery located on the Eastside of 25th Street 

South (Martin Luther King Drive). 

 

                  Mayor Jones then called upon J. M. Trotter Convention Center and Cemeteries 

                  Director Rogena Bonner to discuss the Grounds Maintenance Contract Proposal 

                  for the upkeep and maintenance of Sandfield Cemetery. Ms. Bonner stated that 

                  cutdowns and fill-ins will be additional cost and no revenue will be generated. 

 

BAM LLC submitted the lowest bid at in the amount of $545.00 weekly based for the 

upkeep and maintaining of the Sandfield Cemetery located on the Eastside of 25th 

Street South. Council Member Harris made a motion to award the bid to BAM LLC at a 

sum of $545.00 weekly based with the finding that the bid was the lowest and best 

responsive bid for the upkeep and maintenance of the Sandfield Cemetery and that the 

bids be spread across the minutes. Council Member Spears seconded the motion. 

There being no discussion, 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 

 

BIDS TO FOLLOW: 
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M. Discuss / Approve payment of Estimate No. 12 in the amount of $1,017,278.58 to 

Cullum Construction LLC for drainage improvements. 

 

Mayor Jones then called upon Chief Finance Officer, Jim Brigham to discuss the 

payment of Estimate No. 12 in the amount of $1,017,278.58 to Cullum Construction 

LLC for drainage improvements. Mr. Brigham stated the last of the major portion of the 

project has been done. Vice Mayor Stewart made a motion to approve payment of 

Estimate No. 12 in the amount of $1,017,278.58 to Cullum Construction LLC for 

drainage Improvements. Council Member Smith seconded the motion. There being no 

further discussion, 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 
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N. Discuss / Approve amendment to the purchase/sale agreement and Escrow 

agreement between Friendly City Development and Columbus Redevelopment 

Authority and resolution authorizing Mayor to execute the same. 

 

Mayor Jones then called upon General Counsel Jeff Turnage to discuss the purchase 

/sale agreement and Escrow agreement between Friendly City Development and 

Columbus Redevelopment Authority and Resolution. 

 

Mr. Turnage stated that this is another step towards closing on the seventeen (17) 

acres and Old Holiday Chevron lot and the adjacent parcels. Vice Mayor Stewart made 

a motion to approve, by voice vote, the amendments of the purchase /sale agreement 

and the Escrow agreement and to also approve the Resolution authorizing the Mayor 

to execute the same between Friendly City Development and Columbus 

Redevelopment Authority. Council Member Smith seconded the motion. There being 

no further discussion, 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion by voice vote. 

 

Vice Mayor Stewart – voiced a YES 

Council Member Smith – voiced a YES                     

Council Member Greene – voiced a YES                  

Council Member Harris – voiced a YES                 

Council Member Jefferson – voiced a YES              

Council Member Spears – voiced a YES                 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 
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O. Discuss / Approve proposed Ordinance establishing competitive procurement 

procedures for small procurement. 

 

General Counsel Jeff Turnage proposed an Ordinance establishing competitive 

procurement procedures in order to make submitting bids for purchases and contracts 

fair and transparent. This Ordinance will also make it illegal to discuss bids with other 

competitors. Council Member Jefferson made a motion to table the approval of the 

Ordinance giving the Council time to discuss its contents. Council Member Harris 

seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0.  
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P. Discuss budget planning outlook for FY27. 

 

Mayor Jones then called on Council Member Spears to discuss the budget planning 

outlook for FY27. Council Member Spears stated that FY23 audit is nearing 

completion, but the City is still behind where it should be. The outlook is structured to 

keep us moving forward in making sure funds are already earmarked in the FY27 

budget so there should be no question of is the money there or where it is coming 

from. Mr. Spears says this creates another added layer of transparency, secondly 

making sure that we are applying for those grants that make sense to the City. 
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        IX.    EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
                 Close Determination 

                  Mayor Jones asked for a motion to go into Closed Session to determine whether to go     

                  into Executive Session. Council Member Spear made a motion to go into Closed  

                  Session. Council Member Jefferson seconded the motion. 

 

                  All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

                  The motion carried 6/0. 

 

        Mayor Jones then stated the issue was a matter personnel related to the job  

                  performance of a person in the Court division and to discuss strategy a matter of  

                  pending litigation the public discussion of which could negatively impact the City’s  

                  litigation position in the case. Council Member Spears moved that the meeting go into  

                  Executive Session for the stated reasons. Council Member Harris seconded the  

                  motion and the Council voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 

 

                 Assistant Chief Doran Johnson announced to the public that the Mayor and Council are 

                 in Executive Session for the stated reasons.  

                     

              Open Session 

              Mayor Jones then asked for a motion to go back into Open Session. Council Member 

              Jefferson made a motion to return to Open Session. Council Member Spears seconded 

              the motion. 

 

              All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

              The motion carried 6/0. 

 

              Assistant Chief Doran Johnson announced to the public that the Mayor and Council are 

              now back in Open Session. General Counsel Jeff Turnage announced that the Mayor  

              and City Council discussed one (1) personnel matter related to job performance in the  

              municipal court division with a 4/2 failed vote to employ a part-time clerk and one (1)           

              strategy discussion regarding pending litigation. No action taken. 

 

 

               ADJOURNMENT 

 

              There being no other business, the Mayor announced that the meeting was  

              ADJOURNED. 
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              This the 18th day of April 2026. 

                                                                             _________________________________ 

                                                                 Stephen Jones, Mayor     

      

     

 

      Attest: 

                                                                             _________________________________            

                                                                            James “Jim” Brigham, Municipal Clerk 

 

 























































































































Application for Boards, Committees, Commissions

!OTE: All applications are due the Wednesday before the Tuesday of the appointment. Pleas

know that completed applications are published as part of the agendaends on the City's:websitd,
his form is 2 pages

Date:

Name: .MII 1 I1, /t- t&

Address:9n `f +rwf- //-i1,

P tin
Email: Phone Number(s): 6 a -

Are you a registered voter AND resident of the City of Columbus, MS? Ys

Board Position you are applying for: Olu-cn l ets (4 tir it t

If Board you are applying for has employees, please read and sign the following:

Please answer whether you have any family members working for the unit of government in

which you are applying for a board appointment:

Yes: No: If yes, what relation

If the answer to the foregoing question was "Yes", please understand that if you are selected
for the board appointment, if the family member does not resign before you take office, you

may violate the Ethics in Government laws (Mississippi Code Section 25-4-101 et seq.), Section

109 of the Mississippi Constitution or Mississippi's anti-Nepotism Laws (Mississippi Code
Section 25-1-53). If there is a violation of one or more of these laws, by accepting

appointment, you could be personally liable to repay compensation paid to a family member

from the time of your taking office going forward and may be fined or penalized. If the answer
is yes, you are advised to seek legal advice on the consequences of acceptance of the Board
appointment. I have read and understand the above and foregoing paragraph:

Signed zt.tt

Why would you like to serve on his board:
Ma c
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FOR CITY USE ONLY:
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Revised Feb. 2024



 
August 24, 2026 
 
Nathan Katona     Re: East Columbus Storage building 
Columbus Building Inspection Office   electrics 
Columbus, MS 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
We are pleased to provide a quote for the above-referenced project in the amount of 
$5,850.00  (Five thousand eight hundred fifty dollars), not including Mississippi State 
Sales Tax. 
 
This price includes: 

• Clean up abandoned wiring and conduit on west side exterior 
• Remove conduit and 3-phase disconnect in electrical room 
• Replace wire in service riser 
• Rework wiring in wire trough 
• Use existing electrical panel 
• Install power for 5-ton split AC unit 
• Replace ceiling lights with LED flat panels in main area and bathrooms 
• Add ground wire to light fixtures in flex to meet code requirements 
• Replace (2) front porch lights 
• Install GFCI outlets where required 
• Install emergency/exit light over entrance door 
• Install emergency light in bathroom 
• Permit cost by owner 

 
Thank you for your consideration.   
 
       Sincerely, 
       Malone Electric of Columbus 
 
       Rob Malone, President 



WELDON ELECTRIC, LLC

961 Mount Vernon Rd
Columbus, MS  39702-8555
chadweldonelectric@gmail.com

Estimate
ADDRESS

Nathan Katona City of 
Columbus

ESTIMATE # 1139
DATE 08/24/2026

EXPIRATION DATE 09/24/2026

  

DATE ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION QTY RATE AMOUNT

Estimate Dial a Bus Buidling Renovations- 
Electrical

rebuild service for single phase, 
install disconnect, 2 ground 
rods, 

reutilize existing panel, 

install circuits for indoor and 
outdoor 5 ton HVAC units;

1 0.00 0.00

Labor/Materials install new 2x4 flat panel LED 
lights, exit /emergency lighting,

demo old wires and disconnects

permit

1 5,751.04 5,751.04

 

Weldon Electric can accept: SQUARE MC or Visa, Venmo 

@ChadWeldon11 & Cash App $chadweldon11 payments.

SUBTOTAL 5,751.04
TAX 0.00
TOTAL $5,751.04

Accepted By Accepted Date



CITY OF COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 

BID TABULATION & COMPARISON 

East Columbus Storage Building - Electrical Work 

Bidder Bid Amount Difference Comparison Status 

Weldon Electric, LLC $5,751.04 Low base bid Incomplete scope - excludes GFCI work and new 
mast/service-riser wiring per bid clarification. 

Malone Electric of 
Columbus, LLC $5,850.00 +$98.96 Complete quoted scope includes GFCI outlets where 

required and replacement wire in the service riser. 

Scope Comparison 

Scope Item Malone Weldon Comparison Note 

Clean up/demo abandoned wiring and 
disconnects Included Included Both bids include electrical demolition/cleanup 

work. 

Existing panel reused Included Included Both bids propose reuse of the existing panel. 

5-ton HVAC power/circuits Included Included Both bids include electrical work for the 5-ton HVAC 
system. 

LED flat-panel lighting Included Included Both bids include replacement/new LED flat-panel 
lighting. 

Exit/emergency lighting Included Included Both bids include exit/emergency lighting. 

GFCI outlets where required Included Not included Malone specifically includes GFCI outlets; Weldon 
does not include this item per bid clarification. 

New mast/service-riser wiring Included Not included 
Malone specifically includes replacement wire in 
the service riser; Weldon does not include new mast 
wiring per bid clarification. 

Permit / sales tax N/A N/A City project: permit fee and sales tax are not 
applicable and do not affect the comparison. 

Recommendation 

Recommend award to Malone Electric of Columbus, LLC at $5,850.00. Weldon Electric is $98.96 lower on its base bid, but its 
bid does not include the GFCI work or new mast/service-riser wiring. Because Malone includes this missing scope, the bids 
are not directly comparable at their stated totals. The omitted work would have to cost $98.96 or less for Weldon to remain 
the lower complete-scope option. Malone is therefore the recommended lower complete-scope bid. 

Bid Sources: Malone Electric of Columbus proposal dated August 24, 2026; Weldon Electric, LLC Estimate #1139 dated August 24, 2026. Weldon scope 
exclusions are based on the City's bid clarification. Permit fees and sales tax are not applicable to this City project. 



rockwood
P R O P E R T Y  G R O U P

CHANGE ORDER

SUBMITTED TO

City of Columbus
Office of Purchasing / Project Management

PROJECT

161 Maple — Roof Replacement
Ref. Proposal RPG-2026-0164

CHANGE ORDER NO.

CO-01  •  RPG-2026-0164-CO1
DATE

August 11, 2026

This Change Order modifies the contract for the roof replacement at 161 Maple (Proposal RPG-2026-
0164). During the work, deteriorated roof sheathing (decking) was found and replaced. The item below is
billed as this Change Order; all other terms of the original contract remain unchanged.

DESCRIPTION OF CHANGE

Removed and replaced 28 sheets of deteriorated roof sheathing (decking) discovered during the work,
and disposed of all debris.

CHANGE ORDER PRICING

Item Qty Unit Price Amount

Roof sheathing (decking) — remove & replace 28 sheets $75.00 $2,100.00

Total This Change Order $2,100.00

CONTRACT SUMMARY

Original Contract (RPG-2026-0164) $9,114.00

This Change Order (CO-01) Add $2,100.00

Revised Contract Total $11,214.00

Schedule Impact No change to the completion schedule.

REVISED CONTRACT TOTAL $11,214.00
Decking is billed at the original bid’s $75.00 per sheet unit rate. All other terms and conditions of Proposal RPG-2026-0164 remain in
full force.



ACCEPTANCE

The undersigned authorized representatives agree to the change in scope and contract price set forth in
this Change Order.

ROCKWOOD PROPERTY GROUP — AUTHORIZED
SIGNATURE / DATE

CITY OF COLUMBUS — AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE /
DATE

ROCKWOOD PROPERTY GROUP  •  General Contracting & Commercial Renovation  •  Change Order RPG-2026-0164-CO1



rockwood
P R O P E R T Y  G R O U P

CHANGE ORDER

SUBMITTED TO

City of Columbus
Office of Purchasing / Project Management

PROJECT

161 Maple — Building Renovation
Ref. Proposal RPG-2026-0161

CHANGE ORDER NO.

CO-01  •  RPG-2026-0161-CO1
DATE

August 11, 2026

This Change Order modifies the contract for the building renovation at 161 Maple (Proposal RPG-2026-
0161). Trim-out and painting were performed on a new support structure furnished by the Owner. The item
below is billed as this Change Order; all other terms of the original contract remain unchanged.

DESCRIPTION OF CHANGE

Trim-out and paint of the new support structure furnished by the Owner. The structure is Owner-
furnished; this line covers trim-out (finish carpentry) and painting labor and finish materials only.

CHANGE ORDER PRICING

Item Qty Unit Price Amount

Trim-out & paint — new support structure (Owner-furnished) Lump sum — $845.00

Total This Change Order $845.00

CONTRACT SUMMARY

Original Contract (RPG-2026-0161) $59,538.41

This Change Order (CO-01) Add $845.00

Revised Contract Total $60,383.41

Schedule Impact No change to the completion schedule.

REVISED CONTRACT TOTAL $60,383.41
The support structure was furnished by the Owner; this Change Order covers trim-out and painting of it. All other terms and
conditions of Proposal RPG-2026-0161 remain in full force.



ACCEPTANCE

The undersigned authorized representatives agree to the change in scope and contract price set forth in
this Change Order.

ROCKWOOD PROPERTY GROUP — AUTHORIZED
SIGNATURE / DATE

CITY OF COLUMBUS — AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE /
DATE

ROCKWOOD PROPERTY GROUP  •  General Contracting & Commercial Renovation  •  Change Order RPG-2026-0161-CO1



CITY OF COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 

161 Maple Street / Former Dial-a-Bus Building 

PROJECT COST SUMMARY | Updated August 26, 2026 

Area Selected Contractor/Vendor Base Bid Change Orders Current Cost 

General Contractor Rockwood Property Group $59,538.41 $845.00 $60,383.41 

Roofing Rockwood Property Group $9,114.00 $2,100.00 $11,214.00 

Electrical Malone Electric of Columbus $5,850.00 — $5,850.00 

Asbestos Abatement EAC Environmental $17,850.00 — $17,850.00 

HVAC Patterson HVAC & Electrical, Inc. $12,500.00 — $12,500.00 

Front Support 
Replacement Materials New Homes Building Supply $638.64 — $638.64 

TOTAL  $105,491.05 $2,945.00 $108,436.05 

Dial-a-Bus Project Total: $108,436.05 

Combined Approved Budget Summary 

Approved Budget - Dial-a-Bus Demo & East Columbus Gym $200,000.00 

Dial-a-Bus / 161 Maple Current Cost $108,436.05 

East Columbus Gym Roof $38,944.00 

TOTAL PROJECT COST $147,380.05 

REMAINING APPROVED BUDGET $52,619.95 

Project Notes 
• General Contractor: Rockwood Property Group base contract $59,538.41; CO-01 adds $845.00 for trim-out and painting of the 

Owner-furnished support structure, revising the GC contract to $60,383.41. 
• Roofing: Rockwood Property Group base bid $9,114.00; roof-decking change order $2,100.00; current roofing cost $11,214.00. 
• Electrical: Malone Electric of Columbus selected complete-scope bid $5,850.00. 
• HVAC: Patterson HVAC & Electrical, Inc. low bid $12,500.00. 
• Asbestos Abatement: EAC Environmental apparent low proposal $17,850.00. 
• Front Support Replacement Materials: New Homes Building Supply materials cost of $638.64. 

• **Public Works Contribution: Project totals do not include the Public Works contribution for partial demolition. 
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Patterson HVAC & Electrical, Inc.
P.O. Box 2283

Columbus, MS  39704

(662) 617-4289

pattersonhvacelectrical@gmail.com

patterson-hvac.com

 

Estimate
ADDRESS
City of Columbus
Nathan Katona

ESTIMATE 2029
DATE 08/14/2026

DATE ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION QTY RATE AMOUNT

08/14/2026 Installation Old Dial-A-Bus
161 Maple

Install five ton 
Tempstar heat 
pump in 
mechanical room. 
Run hard pipe 
trunk line down 
center of building 
and flex outlets to 
24"x24" lay in 
grills. 

Materials & Labor - 
$12,500.00

1 12,500.00 12,500.00

Contact Patterson HVAC & Electrical, Inc. to pay. SUBTOTAL 12,500.00

TAX 0.00

TOTAL $12,500.00

Accepted By

Accepted Date



Bidder Equipment Scope Highlights Warranty Base Bid Tax Submitted Total

Patterson HVAC & Electrical, Inc. 5-ton Tempstar heat pump Install in mechanical room; hard-pipe trunk line down center of building; flex 
outlets to 24"x24" lay-in grilles.

Manufacturer 5 year 
parts

$12,500.00 Exempt $12,500.00

Boyle Heating & Cooling 5-ton Rheem 14.3 SEER heat pump R-6 hard-pipe main trunk; R-6 flex branches; 14 perforated lay-in grilles; 
return grille with filter; copper line set.

5-year parts $18,000.00 Exempt $18,000.00

CITY OF COLUMBUS - HVAC BID COMPARISON / TABULATION

Patterson Estimate 2029 lists $12,500 materials and labor and $0 tax.
Scope / Bid Notes

Project: Old Dial-A-Bus HVAC Replacement | 161 Maple Street, Columbus, MS

Boyle Proposal No. 001470 lists $18,000 unit/labor/supplies plus $1,260 tax, for a submitted total of $19,260.





Owner Name Parcel Number Violation Number Fee Amount
WILLIAMS HILBERT 61W180109100 26-0315 106.00$           
HILL EDWARD J 61W050105500 26-0309 116.00$           
SHANKLIN ORA DEAN 61W060318300 26-0433 116.00$           
M34L STUDIO LLC 62W110407500 26-0115 146.00$           
MURRAY DAVID S 61W070205100 26-0176 146.00$           
HILL TONEY L 62W110301700 26-0195 146.00$           
DISMUKE SARAH G 61W170303900 26-0235 146.00$           
BROWN TRACY 61W170304200 26-0237 146.00$           
MURRAY DAVID S 61W110210300 26-0274 146.00$           
COLUMBUS MUN SCHOOL DIST 61W100101602 26-0289 146.00$           
SUMMERVILLE ALMA 61W070401100 26-0295 146.00$           
JOHNSTON RICHARD F SR/MAGGIE P 61W100106000 26-0296 146.00$           
IRIONS CHIMERE ETAL 61W170100700 26-0314 146.00$           
WILLIAMS HILBERT 61W180109200 26-0316 146.00$           
RENASANT BANK 62W140104000 26-0324 146.00$           
HAMBY RUTH P 61W050105200 26-0325 146.00$           
PEAK DESHAWNE 61W070305800 26-0329 146.00$           
BH PROPERTIES LLC 61W070200600 26-0340 146.00$           
JONES AND MESINA ENTERPRISE LLC 61W070217200 26-0343 146.00$           
JONES DEMETRIUS 61W070217300 26-0344 146.00$           
FLOYD DENNIS 61W070101500 26-0348 146.00$           
DORIAN WYLLIE 61W120006800 26-0377 146.00$           
BLAKE BOBBY 61W060206401 26-0384 146.00$           
MURRY LIZZIE M 61W170306700 26-0426 146.00$           
WILLIAMS ROBERT/FLOYE 56W200308301 26-0447 146.00$           
PBA 12075 TRUST 61W060107400 26-0517 146.00$           
DLP PROPERTIES LLC 61W050308100 26-0539 146.00$           
HOOD SHEILA M 61W060105100 26-0569 146.00$           
JONES AND MESINA ENTERPRISE LLC 61W060106100 26-0570 146.00$           
JONES AND MESINA ENTERPRISE LLC 61W060106400 26-0571 146.00$           
BROWN HASSIE 61W060113700 26-0574 146.00$           
COOK BRYANT 61W060202900 26-0592 146.00$           
COTHRON IDA 61W100101602 26-0610 146.00$           

Pursuant to Miss. Code 21-19-11, subsection 2, these parcels have been determined to be in such 
a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health, safety and welfare of the 

community. I ask that these determinations, together with the required notices mailed and posted 
for each parcel and maintained in the City's system of record under the corresponding case 

numbers, be set forth and recorded in the minutes, and that the actual costs of cleaning, 
applicable administrative costs, and statutory penalties be adjudicated by resolution and 

assessed or collected as authorized by law.



SMITH MARY J 62W110205400 26-0699 146.00$           
GREEN FATONYA 61W070103800 26-0718 146.00$           
GUIN MARY 61W070405600 26-0723 146.00$           
HILL TONEY L 62W110301700 26-0755 146.00$           
SHARP REBECCA 61W070313500 26-0803 146.00$           
BELL JOHNNIE MAE 56W190212200 26-0703 148.00$           
JONES ROBERT L/KRISTIE L 61W070212600 26-0305 154.00$           
DAVIS JORDAN E 61W150008406 26-0640 154.00$           
MURRAY DAVID S 61W110210300 26-0660 154.00$           
WELLS WILLARD T/SARAH 56W090012000 26-0720 154.00$           
DODGE GEORGE 61W070402300 26-0722 154.00$           
TP HARRIS ELKS LODGE 61W070115600 26-0745 154.00$           
ROWZEE MYRA E LIFE ESTATE 62W110100200 26-0788 154.00$           
BURNS JANE/HARRIS B 61W150003600 26-0404 163.00$           
DISMUKE DEVELOPMENT 61W070112000 26-0676 171.00$           
DISMUKES DEVELOPMENT GROUP 56W100100925 26-0278 184.00$           
STINSON EARLINE/JOHNNY E 61W140010300 26-0279 184.00$           
WILLIAMS HILBERT 61W110205400 26-0358 184.00$           
TATE MARY J/JUSTIN G/WALTER 61W120007800 26-0521 184.00$           
HILL HILDA A 61W110207300 26-0546 184.00$           
HOOD MAURINE ETAL 61W170204400 26-0550 184.00$           
MURRAY PATRICK 62W150106300 26-0599 184.00$           
DAVENPORT OSIE G BROWN ETAL 61W070205500 26-0292 191.00$           
COLVIN HATTIE 61W070111600 26-0677 191.00$           
NEVIL JARED F 62W150108200 26-0205 198.00$           
JONES AND MESINA ENTERPRISE LLC 61W070217100 26-0342 199.00$           
DURRANT INC 61W070216700 26-0347 199.00$           
THOMPSON JOHN 61W060311000 26-0450 199.00$           
228 PROPERTIES LLC 61W100110200 26-0488 199.00$           
PORTER EMMETT S 62W110401300 26-0518 199.00$           
RUCKER RICHARD C 56W190210300 26-0535 199.00$           
SHELTON MARY 61W110115200 26-0612 199.00$           
AHMED RAGA 61W050203200 26-0624 199.00$           
TAYLOR OSSIE/HUNTER AAREN 61W060301800 26-0443 203.00$           
CARTER JEFFREY W 61W180112001 26-0451 203.00$           
ROLAND SAMMIE L 61W110208700 26-0505 203.00$           
WEATHERS STAN 61W050109800 26-0541 203.00$           
COMER ALVIN C 61W460006600 26-0542 203.00$           
HARRIS STEPHEN 61W140012500 26-0547 203.00$           
GREEN FATONYA 61W070103800 26-0173 211.00$           
WELLS WILLARD T JR 61W180107200 26-0223 211.00$           
SHELTON MARY 61W110115200 26-0238 211.00$           
TOLEN REBECCA 61W070116500 26-0338 211.00$           
SMITH EMMETT/CYNTHIA 61W070217600 26-0345 211.00$           



DUCK BELVIN 61W110107200 26-0370 211.00$           
BECKON WILLIAM 61W070213400 26-0290 219.00$           
SHELLEY GEORGE ETAL 61W070202000 26-0350 219.00$           
BEST J D JEAN 62W050801400 26-0516 219.00$           
BECKON WILLIAM 61W070213400 26-0678 224.00$           
COLLINS KENNETH 61W150008900 26-0575 239.00$           
RES REL ESTATE LLC 61W170303800 26-0234 250.00$           
KALINOWSKI ANDREW/MARGARET 62W140505900 26-0286 250.00$           
PHIFER ELIZA 61W180106100 26-0452 250.00$           
MILLER JASON/FAULKNER HAILEY 46W190202400 26-0540 250.00$           
WILLIAMS S D 56W200304300 26-0766 250.00$           



BID TABULATION - TREE REMOVAL 

Dead Oak in Right-of-Way Across from 2704 Puckett Parkway 

Bidder Base Scope Debris Removal Quoted Total Notes 

J.R. Bourland Tree 
Service Tree removal Included $3,500 Includes haul away 

Magnolia Tree 
Services 

Tree removal; stump cut as 
low as practicable Included $2,500 Written quote: $2,000 

removal + $500 haul-away. 

Summary 

Magnolia Tree Services is the low bid at $2,500, which is $1,000 (28.6%) below J.R. Bourland's $3,500 quote. 

Magnolia also provides the clearer written scope, including debris haul-away. Bourland's submitted quote identifies the night-
light wire as needing to be dropped. 

Recommendation 
Recommend Magnolia Tree Services at $2,500, subject to confirmation that the night-light wire condition will not add 
cost or affect the work. 

Based on quotes submitted by J.R. Bourland Tree Service and Magnolia Tree Services (Quote #311, dated Aug. 25, 2026). 





AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, ESTABLISHING 

COMPETITIVE PROCUREMENT PROCEDURES FOR CERTAIN PURCHASES AND 

CONTRACTS; PROMOTING FAIRNESS, TRANSPARENCY, AND PUBLIC 

CONFIDENCE IN THE EXPENDITURE OF PUBLIC FUNDS;  

AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Columbus, Mississippi, have a 

responsibility to ensure that public funds are expended prudently, fairly, transparently, and in the 

best interests of the citizens of the City; and 

WHEREAS, competitive procurement promotes fiscal responsibility by providing the 

City an opportunity to obtain favorable pricing and terms through competition among qualified 

vendors and contractors; and 

WHEREAS, meaningful competition requires that prospective vendors be afforded a fair 

and equal opportunity to submit bids without knowledge of the prices, terms, or bids submitted 

by their competitors; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council find that the integrity of the City's procurement 

system depends not only upon the avoidance of actual favoritism, preferential treatment, or 

unfair advantage, but also upon procedures designed to avoid the reasonable appearance of 

favoritism, preferential treatment, or unfair advantage; and 

WHEREAS, public confidence in municipal government is strengthened when citizens, 

taxpayers, vendors, and contractors can be assured that City purchases and contracts are awarded 

through procedures that are fair, consistent, competitive, and capable of public scrutiny; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council further find that the practice of obtaining 

prices from vendors individually or sequentially, where a later vendor may learn or be influenced 

by a price previously obtained from another vendor, can undermine genuine competition and 

create either an actual advantage or the appearance of an advantage in the procurement process; 

and 

WHEREAS, requiring competing bids to remain confidential until a specified bid-

opening time provides a simple and effective means of protecting the independence of each 

bidder and preserving the integrity of the competitive process; and 

WHEREAS, Mississippi law establishes requirements governing municipal purchases 

and contracts, but the Mayor and City Council find that the public interest is served by 

establishing additional local competitive procurement safeguards for certain purchases and 

contracts within the monetary ranges set forth herein; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council intend by this Ordinance to supplement, and 

not replace or diminish, any competitive bidding, advertising, purchasing, or other procurement 

requirement imposed by Mississippi law;  



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. PURPOSE AND SCOPE. 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish competitive procurement procedures for certain 

purchases and contracts by the City of Columbus in amounts not exceeding Seventy-Five 

Thousand Dollars ($75,000.00), and to supplement the requirements of Mississippi law 

governing such procurements. 

Except as otherwise provided by law, this Ordinance shall apply to: 

A. Public construction and nonprofessional services in an amount of One Thousand 

Dollars ($1,000.00) or more but not greater than Seventy-Five Thousand Dollars 

($75,000.00); and 

B. Commodities, printing, and contracts for rentals in an amount of Three Thousand 

Dollars ($3,000.00) or more but not greater than Seventy-Five Thousand Dollars 

($75,000.00). 

SECTION 2. DEPARTMENT HEAD APPROVAL REQUIRED. 

No City officer, employee or other person acting on behalf of the City shall solicit bids, place an 

order, make a purchase, enter into a rental or service contract, authorize public construction, or 

otherwise attempt to obligate the City for a procurement subject to this Ordinance without first 

obtaining the approval of the department head responsible for the procurement. 

The department head shall determine that the proposed procurement is necessary and appropriate 

for the department before authorizing the procurement process to proceed. 

SECTION 3. WRITTEN COMPETITIVE BIDS REQUIRED. 

Procurements subject to this Ordinance shall be made through the solicitation of written 

competitive bids. 

SECTION 4. SUBMISSION OF BIDS. 

All written competitive bids shall be submitted by one of the following methods: 

A. Sealed Envelope. A bid may be submitted in a sealed envelope. The exterior of the 

envelope shall clearly state: 

1. The name of the vendor submitting the bid; and 

2. The City solicitation or proposed procurement to which the bid is responsive. 

B. Secure Electronic Bidding Portal. A bid may be submitted electronically through the 

City's designated secure electronic bidding portal. The portal shall be configured so that 



the contents of bids submitted through the portal are inaccessible to City officers and 

employees until the date and time established for the opening of bids. 

No City officer or employee shall accept a written competitive bid submitted by email, text 

message, facsimile, unsealed document, or other means that permits the contents of the bid to be 

known prior to the conclusion of the period established for submission of bids. 

Each solicitation for written competitive bids subject to this Ordinance shall state that 

submission of a bid constitutes the bidder's agreement to comply with the requirements of 

Section 67 of this Ordinance concerning the integrity of the competitive bidding process. 

C. Internet Purchases of Commodities and Printing. 

Notwithstanding any provision of this Ordinance requiring competitive bids to be submitted in 

sealed envelopes or through the City's secure electronic bidding system, the City may purchase 

commodities or printing offered for sale to the general public at a publicly advertised or publicly 

available price on the World Wide Web, provided that such purchase is otherwise authorized by 

Mississippi law. 

For any such purchase for which competitive price bids are required, the department making the 

purchase shall print or otherwise preserve an electronic copy of the webpage showing the vendor, 

description of the commodity or printing, advertised price, and date on which the price was 

obtained. The department making the purchase shall also obtain and preserve a webpage showing 

the price offered by at least one competing vendor for the same or a substantially similar 

commodity or printing. The documentation shall be maintained with the City's purchasing 

records and shall constitute written price bids for purposes of this Ordinance to the extent 

permitted by state law. 

The purchase shall be made from the vendor offering the lowest and best price, taking into 

consideration freight, shipping, delivery charges, speed of delivery, warranties, and other factors 

permitted by law. If the City purchases from a vendor other than the vendor offering the lowest 

documented price, the reason for determining the selected purchase to be the lowest and best 

purchase shall be documented in the purchasing record. 

Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to exempt any purchase from the requirements of 

Miss. Code Ann. § 31-7-13 or any other applicable provision of Mississippi law; to authorize the 

division or splitting of purchases; or to avoid or circumvent any requirement for competitive 

bidding, advertisement, reverse auction, electronic bidding, approval, or other procurement 

procedure required by state law. This subsection establishes an alternative method of satisfying 

only those additional competitive purchasing procedures imposed by this Ordinance where such 

alternative method is otherwise permitted by Mississippi law. 

SECTION 5. RECEIPT AND OPENING OF BIDS. 

Each solicitation shall establish a specific date and time by which all bids must be received. 



Paper bids shall remain sealed, and electronic bids shall remain inaccessible through the City's 

secure electronic bidding portal, until the designated bid-opening time. 

All timely submitted bids, whether submitted by sealed envelope or through the City's secure 

electronic bidding portal, shall be opened or made accessible at the same designated date and 

time and at the same place. No bid shall be opened, accessed, reviewed, inspected, or otherwise 

examined before the designated bid-opening time. 

The opening of bids shall be conducted in the presence of at least two City employees, one of 

whom shall be the Mayor or a member of the Mayor's executive team. 

At the bid opening, the name of each bidder and the amount of each bid shall be recorded. The 

bids and the record of the bid opening shall thereafter be maintained as part of the City's 

procurement records. 

SECTION 6. PURCHASING PROCEDURES 

After the winning bid is determined, the Department Head is authorized to submit a Purchase 

Order Request to the Finance Department.  In accordance with City Policy, the Purchase Order 

Request will have the bid summary sheet and copies of the bids attached to the Purchase Order 

Request. 

Upon approval of the Purchase Order Request by the Finance Department, the Purchase Order 

will be sent to the winning bidder. 

SECTION 7. INTEGRITY OF THE COMPETITIVE PROCESS. 

No City officer or employee shall disclose to a prospective bidder the amount, terms, or contents 

of another vendor's bid before the time established for receipt of bids has expired. 

No person or entity submitting a written competitive bid shall, before the time established for 

receipt of bids has expired, disclose or discuss the amount, terms, or contents of its bid with any 

other prospective bidder or with any person whom the bidder knows or reasonably should know 

may communicate such information to another prospective bidder or otherwise use such 

information to undermine the independence or competitive nature of the bidding process. 

The procedures established by this Ordinance are intended to ensure that vendors prepare and 

submit their bids independently and on an equal basis and that no prospective bidder receives an 

advantage, or the appearance of an advantage, by learning the price or terms offered by another 

vendor before submitting its own bid. 

SECTION 8. DEFINITIONS. 

For purposes of this Ordinance: 



A. Commodities. "Commodities" shall have the meaning provided in Mississippi Code 

Section 31-7-1(e) and includes supplies, goods, materials, equipment, and other articles 

or things used by or furnished to a governing authority. 

B. Printing. "Printing" shall have the meaning assigned to that term under Mississippi 

Code Section 31-7-1 and applicable Mississippi procurement law. 

C. Public Construction. "Public construction" shall have the meaning provided in 

Mississippi Code Section 31-7-1(g) and includes the building, repairing, improving, or 

demolishing of any public structure or building, or other public improvements of any 

kind to any public real property. 

D. Contracts for Rentals. "Contracts for rentals" means contracts under which the City 

rents or leases commodities, equipment, machinery, or other property. 

E. Nonprofessional Services. "Nonprofessional services" means work or services 

performed for the City that do not constitute the purchase of commodities, printing, 

public construction, or professional services. Nonprofessional services include, by way of 

example and not limitation, tree trimming and removal, grass cutting, mowing, 

landscaping and grounds maintenance, debris removal and cleanup, hauling, cleaning, 

and similar labor or maintenance services. 

Professional services requiring specialized professional judgment or qualifications, including 

legal, architectural, engineering, accounting, and similar professional services, are not 

"nonprofessional services" for purposes of this Ordinance and are not subject to this Ordinance. 

SECTION 9. COMPLIANCE WITH STATE LAW. 

This Ordinance is intended to supplement applicable Mississippi procurement law and shall not 

be construed to authorize any purchase, contract, expenditure, procurement method, or procedure 

prohibited by state law. 

Whenever Mississippi law imposes a competitive bidding, advertising, publication, approval, or 

other procurement requirement more stringent than the requirements of this Ordinance, the 

requirements of Mississippi law shall control. 

Nothing contained herein shall be construed to alter any exemption, exception, emergency 

purchasing authority, sole-source authority, or other procurement procedure expressly authorized 

by Mississippi law. 

SECTION 10. PROHIBITION AGAINST DIVIDING PURCHASES — EXCEPTION. 

No procurement shall be divided, split, or otherwise structured for the purpose of avoiding the 

requirements of this Ordinance or any competitive bidding or procurement requirement imposed 

by Mississippi law. 



Notwithstanding the foregoing, when the governing authority determines that monetary 

constraints or considerations of economy make it advantageous for the City to undertake a public 

construction project without employing a general contractor, the governing authority may elect 

for the City to serve as its own general contractor and separately procure the labor, materials, 

equipment, supplies, and individual components of construction necessary to complete the 

project. Such an election and the separate procurement of individual components of the project 

shall not, standing alone, constitute the division or splitting of a procurement prohibited by this 

Section. 

Nothing in this Section shall exempt any individual purchase, contract, or procurement made in 

connection with such a project from the competitive bidding or other procurement requirements 

otherwise applicable to that purchase, contract, or procurement under this Ordinance or 

Mississippi law. 

SECTION 11. VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES. 

Any person who willfully violates any provision of this Ordinance shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor and, upon conviction in the Municipal Court of the City of Columbus, shall be 

subject to a fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00). 

A violation of this Ordinance may be prosecuted independently of, or in addition to, any offense 

arising from the same conduct under the laws of the State of Mississippi. Nothing in this 

Ordinance shall preclude prosecution under any applicable state statute or limit any civil, 

administrative, contractual, or other remedy otherwise available to the City or under Mississippi 

law. 

SECTION 12. SEVERABILITY. 

If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or provision of this Ordinance is 

declared invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such determination 

shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 13. REPEAL OF CONFLICTING PROVISIONS. 

All ordinances, resolutions, policies, orders, or portions thereof in conflict with this Ordinance 

are hereby repealed or superseded to the extent of such conflict. 

SECTION 14. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Ordinance shall become effective thirty days after its passage.  The Clerk is hereby ordered 

to cause to be published a summary of this new ordinance in the City’s paper of general 

circulation. 

SO ORDAINED, this the _____ day of __________________, 2026. 

 



___________________________________ 

Stephen Jones, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________ 

City Clerk 
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