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I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
    
II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
    
III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 
    
V. Stewart A. Approve Minutes for Work Session of June 10, 2026. 
V. Stewart B. Approve Minutes for Meeting of June 16, 2026. 
V. Stewart C. Approve Minutes for Special Meeting of June 24, 2026. 

IV. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS. 
    
J. Brigham A. Approve Docket of Claims for July 7, 2026. 

V. CONSENT AGENDA 
    
C. Yarbrough A. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend "Emergency Services 

Administrative Professionals (ESAP) Conference" to be held in Biloxi, MS, and approve 
payment of registration, hotel, travel, books, meal expenses, and any other expenses in the 
amount of $1,054. 

C. Yarbrough B. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend "Fire Department Safety 
Officer (Online) and face-to-face" to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of 
registration, hotel, travel, books, meal expenses, and any other expenses in the amount of 
$300.00. 

C. Yarbrough C. Approve request for two (2) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend "Fire Instructor 1 (Online) 
and face-to-face" to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of registration, hotel, 
travel, books, meal expenses, and any other expenses in the amount of $300.00. 

C. Yarbrough D. Approve request for two (2) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend "Fire Officer 2 (Online) and 
face-to-face" to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of registration, hotel, travel, 
books, meal expenses, and any other expenses in the amount of $300.00. 

C. Yarbrough E. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend "Fire Officer 1 (Online) and 
face-to-face" to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of registration, hotel, travel, 
books, meal expenses, and any other expenses in the amount of $300.00. 

C. Yarbrough F. Approve request for three (3) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend "Emergency Medical 
Technician (EMT)" to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of registration, hotel, 
travel, books, meal expenses, and any other expenses in the amount of $4,200.00. 

C. Yarbrough G. Approve Columbus Fire and Rescue using Fire Insurance Rebate Funds for Rescue Saw in the 
amount of $2,195.00 and misc. equipment for fire trucks in the amount of $3,556.00. 

J. Garrett H. Approve request for Victims' Advocate Coordinator to attend "Apply Yourself 2.0 - Rooted to 
Rise" in support of domestic violence and sexual assault victims to be held in Biloxi, MS July 
15 - 17, 2026 and to approve payment for registration, hotel, travel, meal expenses and any 
other expenses in the amount of $358.40. 
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J. Garrett I. Approve  expanding the Main Street Downtown Columbus Walking Tour with the placement 
of a Historic Marker for City Hall presented by the Preservation Society of Columbus. 

G. Irby J. Approve request for the Planning & Community Development Director to attend The "44th 
Annual Tenn-Tom Waterway Conference" to be held August 12–14, 2026 in Point Clear, 
Alabama, and payment of registration, lodging, transportation, and meals expenses in the 
amount of $1,921.00, 

J. Daughtry K. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) CPD personnel effective June 30, 2026. 
C. Bush L. Accept letter of retirement from (1) Public Works employee, effective June 30, 2026, and 

approve payment of 240 hours of accrued vacation leave. 
N. Katona M. Approve the lowest and best bid for Dial-a-Bus asbestos removal in the amount of $17,850 to 

EAC Environmental. 
J. Brigham N. Approve awarding the bid for a 2026 24-foot Tandem Axle Hybrid Steel End Dump Semi-

Trailer to Tri-State Truck Center of Tupelo in the amount of $50,905. 
J. Brigham O. Accept letter of resignation from Grant Writer/Administrator effective July 2, 2026.  
J. Brigham P. Approve awarding the bid for a New Conventional Day Cab Chassis Line Haul Semi-Tractor 

Truck (dump truck) to Waters International Trucks, Inc. in the amount of $181,247. 
J. Brigham Q. Approve awarding the bid for five (5) Natural Gas Generators to Absolute Power in the 

amount of $270,000. 
J. Turnage /G. 
Lewis 

R. Approve the Artistik Music Entertainment contract for Blues on the River in the amount of 
$1,500.   

J. Turnage/R. 
Bonner 

S. Approve Owner-Contractor Agreement for audio/visual improvements for the J.M. Trotter 
Convention Center in the amount of $297,474.00. 

D. Davis T. Approve request for the HR Director to advertise for Public Information Officer.  
J. Garrett U. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) Deputy Court Clerk effective July 9, 2026. 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
    
S. Jones A. Comments from Mayor & Council 
C. Yarbrough B. Proclamation - 28+ Years of Dedicated Service 

Firefighter/Engineer/Captain/Battalion Chief - Robert (Chip) Kain 
J. Daughtry C. Presentation of Certificates of Completion 

*  Ian Halbert 
*  Antonious Sellers 

J. Garrett D. Board Vacancies 
  

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS & APPEALS 
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Emily Johnson's Term Expires 07/18/2026 
Appointment will be made July 21, 2026.   
Emily Johnson   
COLUMBUS HOUSING AUTHORITY 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Gretta Gardner's Term Expires 07/05/2026 
Appointment will be made July 7, 2026.   
Darren Leach   
Gretta Gardner   
Lillian Granderson-Daughtry   
Broderick Trimuel 
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Aimee Imlay 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 
    
VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
    
C. Gilman A. Discuss/Approve promoting two (2) Forensic Chemist Trainees to Forensic Chemists. 
J. Turnage  B. Discuss/Approve Resolution, submitted by the Golden Triangle Development Link, in support 

of Air Service funding. 
J. Daughtry C. Discuss/Approve funds request in the amount of $600.00 per site (East Columbus Gym, 

Northaven Woods, Sandfield Community Center, Sim Scott Community Center, Townsend 
Community Center)  for National Night Out on Crime, to be held on August 4, 2026. 

J. Garrett D. Discuss/Approve two (2) Substitute Prosecutor Agreements.  
J. Spears E. Discuss/Approve addition of new department to the FY27 budget for City Council and Mayor 

line items. 
J. Spears F. Discuss/Approve moving eleven (11) months of salary plus benefits of the City Planner and 

eleven (11) months of salary plus benefits of Public Information Officer in FY26 budget to 
Special Projects fund. 

D. Davis/C. 
Bush 

G. 
Discuss/Approve hiring one (1) Truck Driver in the Public Works Department.  

D. Davis/W. 
Langford 

H. 
Discuss/Approve hiring one (1) Diesel Mechanic in the Garage Department.  

R. Bonner I. Discuss/Approve changing the vacant position of Full-time Convention Center Maintenance 
Technician to two (2) Part-time Convention Center Maintenance Technicians. 

R. Bonner/N. 
Katona 

J. 
Discuss/Approve to replace the roofs on the J.M. Trotter Convention Center and Regal Hall. 

N. Katona K. Discuss/Approve awarding bid to repair water-damaged ceilings and paint walls of the 
Farmer's Market Annex to New Creation in the amount of $8,850.00. 

G. Lewis L. Discuss/Approve acceptance of the FY27 Mississippi Arts Commission Grant in the amount of 
$2,501.00 with a 50% match to be taken from the Columbus Recreation Budget to support 
music and quilting workshops.  

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
     

A. Personnel  Matters (4) 
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WORK SESSION 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
JUNE 10, 2026 

10:30 a.m. 
 

The Vice Mayor and City Council met in a Regular Work Session on Wednesday, June 
10, 2026, at 10:30 a.m. in the Municipal Complex Courtroom, 1501 Main Street. In 
Mayor Jones’ absence, Vice Mayor Ethel Stewart presided over the meeting, and all 
Council Members were present. Also, present were the General Counsel, the COO, the 
CFO, the HR Director and various Department Heads. 
 
 

I. Call to Order and Invocation 
 
Vice Mayor Stewart called the meeting to order and called upon Planning and 
Community Development Director George Irby to offer the Invocation. 
 
           Vice Mayor Stewart then made the following announcements: 
 

o Kite Day will be tomorrow, June 11th, starting at 5:00 p.m. at the 
Soccer Complex. Bring your kites or design your own while supplies 
last. This event is sponsored by the Columbus Arts Council and 
Lowndes County Recreation. 

o Sounds of Summer will also be tomorrow, June 11th, beginning at 6:30 
p.m. at the Soccer Complex. Carl and the Road Dawgs will be 
performing. 

o Keep Columbus Beautiful Community Clean-Up is this Saturday, June 
13th from 8 a.m. until 11 a.m. The meet-up location is at the training 
center, 1601 Main Street. 

o Lemonade Day is Saturday also from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Lemonade 
stands will be throughout the City. Please contact Main Street 
Columbus for more information. 

o The 15th Annual Juneteenth Freedom Ball is also Saturday evening at 
the Trotter Convention Center. Doors open at 7:00 p.m., event begins 
at 7:30 p.m. 

o Community Bingo will be Monday, June 15th at 10 a.m. at the Trotter. 
This event is sponsored by Councilwoman Lavonne Harris. 

o With the exception of Emergency personnel, City of Columbus offices 
will be closed Monday, June 15th in observance of Juneteenth holiday. 
The actual holiday is Friday, June 19th. 
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o Thank you to everyone for coming out and participating in the Mayor’s 
Unity Celebration. 

o Our former City Councilman Pierre Beard’s wife passed away. Asking 
that everyone keep him in your prayers. 

 
II. Topics 

 
A. Discuss/Approve meal expenses estimated at $700.00 from the Alva 

Temple Project Grant Funds for Susan Wilder, Grant Writer, Carlos 
Rosales and Roberto Rosales (filmmakers) to go to Denver, Co 
Sunday, June 14, 2026 through Wednesday, June 17, 2026 to 
interview Lt. Col. James Harvey for the Alva Temple documentary 
with hotels, rental car, and gasoline paid for by a Private donor. 
 
Vice Mayor Stewart called upon Grant Writer Susan Wilder to discuss the 
first item on the agenda. Ms. Wilder stated that the funds request will 
cover the meal expenses for her and the filmmaker according to the 
contract agreement. The Council, as well as the General Counsel, were 
not aware of the contract mentioned and Ms. Susan was asked to go 
retrieve copies to be presented to the Council because the City does not 
normally distribute funds to individuals who are not employed with the City 
of Columbus in the absence of a contract. 
 
After discussion and learning that the Mayor had executed the contract 
and half of the fees had already been paid to the vendor, Council Member 
Smith made a motion to approve the meal expenses for the Grant Writer 
and Filmmakers in the amount of $700.00 and to ratify / approve the 
contract utilizing the Alva Temple Project Grant Funds. Council Member 
Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion except Council Member 
Jefferson who voted against 
 
The motion carried 4/1. 

 
B. Discuss advertising for a Public Information Officer. 

 
Human Resources Director Donna Davis explained that this position 
needed to be filled and asked for permission to advertise with a starting 
salary range of $50-55 thousand. 
 
This item will be discussed at the June 16, 2026 meeting of the Mayor and 
City Council. 
 

C. Discuss Golf Cart Ordinance Update. 
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Council Member Harris stated she wanted golf carts to transport people 
from the City’s parking facilities to the Trotter Convention Center and 
asked for explanation of how the ordinance came to be drafted. 
 
After discussion, Vice Mayor Stewart stated that this item will be discussed 
at the June 16, 2026 meeting of the Mayor and City Council. 
 
ORDINANCE TO FOLLOW: 
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D. Discuss request to approve Resolution ordering that certain 
Specified Police be unmarked pursuant to Mississippi Code Section 
25-1-87. 
 
Human Resources Director explained that the standard procedure was 
adopted in February 2024. There are already unmarked vehicles at CPD 
and six (6) vehicles came in from UAB for undercover purposes last year. 
 
This item will be discussed at the June 16, 2026 meeting of the Mayor and 
City Council. 

 
LETTER AND RESOLUTION TO FOLLOW: 
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EXHIBIT A 

 

Vehicle 1 Manufacturer’s serial number:____________________________________ 

 

Vehicle 2 Manufacturer’s serial number:____________________________________ 

 

Vehicle 3 Manufacturer’s serial number:____________________________________ 

 

Vehicle 4 Manufacturer’s serial number:____________________________________ 

 

Vehicle 5 Manufacturer’s serial number:____________________________________ 

 

Vehicle 6 Manufacturer’s serial number:____________________________________ 

 

 

E. Discuss request for two (2) Public Works personnel to attend the 
“MS 811 Damage Prevention Summit” to be held in Biloxi, MS 
November 406, 2026, and approve payment for travel, lodging and 
meal expenses in the estimated amount of $1,727.91. 

 
Public Works Director Casey Bush explained that this is an Annual event 
that the Public Works Assistant and Public Works Administrative Assistant 
attend to obtain updated information. 
 
This item will be discussed at the June 16, 2026 meeting of the    
Mayor and City Council. 
 

F. Discuss Columbus Fire & Rescue Donations Account. 
 
Columbus Fire & Rescue Chief Charles Yarbrough explained that several 
individuals want to donate to Fire & Rescue but want to make sure that the 
funds are used only for the Fire & Rescue Department. 
 
This item will be discussed at the June 16, 2026 meeting of the    
Mayor and City Council. 
 

G. Discuss FY25 Assistant to Firefighters Turn-Out Gear Grant. 
 
Columbus Fire & Rescue Chief Charles Yarbrough explained that the need 
for the turn – out gear was for firefighters to have a second set available 
when needed. There is a 10% match and the estimated cost of $298,000 
will come from the Fire & Rescue Rebate Funds if approved. 
 
This item will be discussed at the June 16, 2026 meeting of the    
Mayor and City Council. 
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ESTIMATE TO FOLLOW: 
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H. Discuss Public Safety Academy. 
 
Columbus Fire & Rescue Chief Charles Yarbrough explained that the 
Police Department and Fire & Rescue Department would like to partner 
sometime in July 2026 to bring about thirty (30) kids together to teach 
them life skills, how to dress for success and other beneficial activities. 
 
This item will be discussed at the June 16, 2026 meeting of the    
Mayor and City Council.  

 

I. Discuss permit request submitted by Jamar Meady to host a “Back 
to School Drive” to be held on July 12, 2026 from 1:00 p.m. until 5:00 
p.m. at 520 14th Avenue South blocking 14th Avenue South at 5th 
Street South and 6th Stret South. 
 
This item will be discussed at the June 16, 2026 meeting of the    
Mayor and City Council. 
 

J. Discuss permit request submitted by Janice Richmond and Jaquise 
Frison, on behalf of Mt. Zion M.B. Church to host “Mt Zion M.B. 
Church Memphis Town Community Day / Parade” to beheld on 
October 31,2026 from 8:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. with the parade 
starting at Genesis Dream Center, 1520 23rd Street North to 14th 
Avenue North at Mount Zion M.B. Church to a lot across from Wells 
Cleaners and next to Skeets, 2010 14th Avenue North. 
 
This item will be discussed at the June 16, 2026 meeting of the    
Mayor and City Council. 

 

K. Discuss permit request submitted by Sharon Jones, on behalf of 
Paroled to Price and Fifteenth Stret Church to host “Stuff the Bag 
Back to School Drive” to be held on June 26, 2026 from 1:00 p.m. 
until 6:00 p.m. blocking 15th Street North at 9th Avenue North and 10th 
Avenue North. 
 
This item will be discussed at the June 16, 2026 meeting of the    
Mayor and City Council. 
 

L. Discuss request to hire two (2) entry -level police officers contingent 
upon successful completion of preliminary testing. 
 
This item will be discussed at the June 16, 2026 meeting of the    
Mayor and City Council. 
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M. Discuss request to accept letter of retirement from one (1) CPD 
personnel, effective July 1, 2026 and the request to be compensated 
for 240 hours of accrued vacation leave, submit the remaining 
vacation and sick leave to PERS and approval to purchase his 
service weapon at the State allowed amount of $10.00. 
 
This item will be discussed at the June 16, 2026 meeting of the    
Mayor and City Council. 
 

N. Discuss request to send two (2) CPD personnel to the “Computer 
Voice Stress Analyzer Course’ in New Orleans, LA an approve 
payment for registration, lodging, travel, and meal expenses in the 
estimated amount of $2,710.00 each. 
 
This item will be discussed at the June 16, 2026 meeting of the    
Mayor and City Council. 
 

O. Discuss implementation of MOU with HUD for Blight Program. 
 
Planning and Community Development Director Goerge Irby introduced 
guests from the Mississippi Home Corp. to give an update on the Blight 
Program implementations. Mr. Irby stated that the contracts from Golden 
Triangle Home Builders has to go through Mississippi Home Corp for 
approval. The contractor from Golden Triangle Home Builders, Mr. Chilcutt 
was present for any questions.  Mr. David Hancock, from the Mississippi 
Home Corp., explained that an amount of $1.5 million has been set aside 
to construct new affordable housing for the City. There is a purchase price 
limit, and a household limit. Mr. Palmer further explained that they are just 
simply the lender.  

 

 
III. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
Closed Determination 
Vice Mayor Stewart asked for a motion to go into Closed Session. Council 
Member Smith made a motion to go into Closed Session. Council Member 
Harris seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
Vice Mayor Stewart then asked for a motion to go into Executive Session to 
discuss the matter of prospective purchase, sell and leasing of Real Property. 
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Council Member Spears made a motion to go into Executive Session for the 
stated reason. Council Member Harris seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
  
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
Assistant Columbus Police Chief Garland Ward announced to the public that 
the Vice Mayor and Council are in Executive Session for the stated purpose. 
 

 
                Open Session  
                Vice Mayor Stewart then asked for a motion to go back into Open Session.  
                Council Member Harris made a motion to return to Open Session. Council  
                Member Spears seconded the motion. 
 
                All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

  
                The motion carried 5/0. 

 
                Assistant Columbus Police Chief Garland Ward announced to the public that  
                the Vie Mayor and Council are now back in Open Session. General Counsel  
                Turnage announced the stated purpose of Executive Session. No Action  
                Taken. 

 
 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, the Vice Mayor announced that the meeting 
was ADJOURNED. 

    
                  
 
                 This the 10th day of June 2026. 
 
                                                            
                                                                              _______________________________ 
                                                                              Stephen Jones, Mayor 
 
     Attest: 
                                                                              _______________________________ 
                                                                              James “Jim” Brigham, Municipal Clerk 
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MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
June 16, 2026 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, June 16, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. in the Court 
Chambers of the Municipal Complex, 1501 Main Street. Mayor Stephen Jones presided over the 
meeting, and all Council Members were present. Also, present were the General Counsel, the COO, the 
HR Directors, and all other Department Heads. The CFO was absent. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
Mayor Stephen Jones called the meeting to order and called upon Pastor Doran 
Johnson of Greater Mt. Zion M.B. Church to offer the invocation. Mayor Jones then 
asked that everyone keep Chief Finance Officer Mr. Jim Brigham in prayer as he 
recovers from surgery. 
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
Mayor Jones asked if there were any changes to the proposed Agenda 
Council Member Spears asked that an Item T be added to the Policy Agenda to 
update the Mayor and Council on the CFAC Meeting. Also, Vice Mayor Stewart asked 
that Items O, P, Q, and R from the Policy Agenda be Tabled for further discussion at 
the next Work Session. 
 
Vice Mayor Stewart made a motion to table Items O-R on the Policy Agenda until the 
next Work Session. Council Member Green seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion except Council Member Smith who 
voted against the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/1. 
 
The Mayor then asked to approve the Agenda as amended. Council Member Greene 
made a motion to Approve the Agenda as amended. Council Member Jefferson 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 

 
A. Approve Minutes for Meeting (Work Session) of May 27, 2026. 
B. Approve Minutes for Meeting of June 2, 2026. 
C. Approve Minutes for Special Meeting of June 3, 2026. 
D. Approve Minutes for Special Meeting of June 10, 2026. 
 
The Mayor then stated that the next item of business was a review of the minutes 
and asked if there were any revisions of the same. There being none, he asked if 
there was a motion to approve the minutes of the Work Session of May 27, 2026, 
Meeting of June 2, 2026, Special Meeting of June 3, 2026, and Special Meeting of 
June 10, 2026. 
 
Vice Mayor Stewart made a motion to approve the Minutes for Meetings A-D. 
Council Member Jefferson seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
IV. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS. 

 
The Mayor then asked if there was a motion to approve the Docket of Claims. Vice 
Mayor Stewart made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims in the amount of 
$890,698.61. Council Member Jefferson seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “Rope Rescue 
Awareness and Operations” to be held in Jackson, MS and approve payment of 
registration, hotel, travel, books, meal expenses and any other expenses in the 
amount of $485.00. 
 

B. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “NFPA 1021-
Fire Office I” to be held in Jackson, MS and approve payment of registration, 
hotel, travel, books, meal expenses and any other expenses in the amount of 
$500.00. 
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C. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “NFPA 1030-

Fire Inspector” to be held in Jackson, MS and approve payment of registration, 
hotel, travel, books, meal expenses and any other expenses in the amount of 
$485.00. 

 
D. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “Hazardous 

Materials Technician” to be held in Anniston, AL and approve payment of 
registration, hotel, travel, books, meal expenses and any other expenses in the 
amount of $150.00. 

 
E. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “Hazardous 

Materials Technologies: Sampling, Monitoring, and Detection” to be held in 
Anniston, AL and approve payment of registration, hotel, travel, books, meal 
expenses and any other expenses in the amount of $150.00. 

 
F. Accept letter of retirement from one (1) Fire and Rescue Firefighter, effective 

June 30, 2026, and approve compensation for 240 hours of accrued vacation 
leave as permitted by PERS. 

 
G. Approve renewal of the Building Permit Clerk’s notary service, including bond. 

H. Approve request for two (2) Public Works personnel to attend the “MS 811 
Damage Prevention Summit” to be held in Biloxi, MS, November 4-6, 2026, and 
approve payment for travel, lodging, and meal expenses in the estimated 
amount of $1,727.91. 

 
I. Accept letter of retirement from two (2) Public Works laborers, effective June 

30, 2026, and approve payment of 240 hours of accrued vacation leave. 
 

J. Approve permit request submitted by Sharon Jones, on behalf of Paroled 2 
Pride and Fifteenth Street Church, to host ‘Stuff the Bag Back to School Drive” 
to be held on June 26, 2026, from 1:00 p. m. until 6:00 p.m. at Fifteenth Street 
Church, 917 15th Street North, blocking 15th Street North at 9th Avenue North 
and 10th Avenue North. 

 
K. Approve permit request submitted by Jamar Meady to host a “Back to School 

Drive” to be held on July 12, 2026, from 1:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m., blocking 14th 
Avenue South at 5th Street South and 6th Street South. 

 
L. Approve permit request submitted by Janice Richmond and Jaquise Frison, on 

behalf of Mt. Zion M.B. Church to host “Mt. Zion Church Memphis Town 
Community Day/Parade” to be held on October 21, 2026, from 8:30 a.m. until 
4:00 p.m. with the parade starting at Genesis Dream Center, 1820 23rd Street  
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M. North to 14th Avenue North at Mt. Zion M.B. Church to the lot across from 
Wells Cleaners and next to Skeets, 2010 14th Avenue North. 

 
N. Approve request for two (2) CPD personnel to attend a “Computer Voice Stress 

Analyzer Course” to be held in New Orleans, Louisiana and approve payment 
for registration, travel, lodging, and meal expenses in the estimated amount of 
$2,710.00 each. 
 

O. Accept letter of retirement from one (1) CPD personnel, effective Juyl1, 2026, 
requesting compensation for 240 hours of accrued vacation leave and submit 
the remaining vacation and sick leave to PERS and approval to purchase his 
service weapon at the State allowed amount of $10.00. 

 
P. Approve request to accept changes of date, location, and cost for a previously 

approved “Computer Voice Stress Analyzer Recertification Course” to be 
attended by one (1) CPD personnel to be held August 4-6, 2026, in New 
Orleans, Louisiana and approve adjusted payment for registration, lodging, 
travel and meal expenses in the estimated amount of $1,717.00 

 
Q. Approve request to accept change of location Facility of Usage Request 

submitted by the Columbus Arts Council for its 55th Anniversary from the 
Riverwalk Pedestrian Bridge to the Catfish Alley Stage from 4:00 p.m. until 8:00 
p.m. on September 12, 2026, and allow the consumption of wine and alcohol. 

 
R. Approve the 2% Tourism Tax Payment of $25,000.000 to Lowndes County, 

$20,833.33 to Golden Triangle Development LINK, $33,333.33 to the City of 
Columbus and $158,394.45 to Columbus Visitors Bureau, in the total amount of 
$237,561.11. 

 
S. Approve request to reject bid/Reverse Auction and authorize to readvertise.  

 
Vice Mayor Stewart made a motion to approve Items A-R on the Consent Agenda 
as presented. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
Mayor Jones called for a discussion, and there being none, all Council Members 
voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 

 

A. Comments from Mayor and Council 
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1. Swearing in one (1) Fire and Rescue Firefighter – Richard Hunter McBride 

The Mayor then called upon Chief Charles Yarbrough in the swearing in of 

Fire and Rescue Firefighter Richard Hunter McBride. Congratulations Mr. 

McBride. 

 

2. Special Recognition for two (2) Fire and Rescue Personnel 

Retired Captain Ryan Thompson and Retired Engineer Randall Beatty 

The Mayor again called upon Chief Charles Yarbrough to present 

Proclamations to two (2) Fire and Rescue Retirees, Captain Ryan Thompson 

(25 Years of Service) and Engineer Randall Beatty (25 Years of Service).  

 

3. Special Recognition – Retired Master Sgt. Clyde Moore 

Mayor Jones then called upon Retired Master Sgt. Clyde Moore and 

presented Mr. Moore with a Proclamation for is years of Service in the 

Vietnam War while serving in the United States Air Force.  

 

4. Proclamation- 40 years of Dedicated Service 

Human Resources Director/Deputy City Clerk Patricia Mitchell 

Mayor Jones then called upon Human Resources Director Patricia Mitchell 

and presented her with a Proclamation for her 40+ years of Dedicated Service 

to the City. Ms. Pat started in the Building Inspection Department in 1985. 

Mayor Jones proclaimed June 18th as Pat Mitchell Day in the City of 

Columbus. 

 

5. Announcement from Mayor and City Council 

Mayor Jones then made the following Announcements:  

o Thank You to everyone who played a part in the success of the Mayo’s 

Unity Celebration and those who participated in the Keep Columbus 

Beautiful Clean Up Event on this past Saturday (June 6). 

o The Juneteenth Holiday is this Friday, June 19, 2026 and the 

Juneteenth Festival will be Saturday, June 20, 2026 at Sim Scott 

starting at 1:00 p.m. 

o The next Sounds of Summer Concert will be June 25, 2026 at the 

Soccer Complex. 

                                 The Mayor then asked if there were any announcements from the Council: 
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o Council Member Jefferson announced the Church in the Park 

Wednesday, June 17, 2026 at Sim Scott from 5:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m.  
o Council Jefferson also announced for everyone to come out and 

support the young entrepreneurs on selling different items. This event  
is sponsored by Schoolhouse Ice Pops and Lemonade. This event will 
be Saturday, June 20, 2026 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at 1205 
Military Road. The youth who sells the most will receive a $250.00 
seed offering. 

o Council Member Harris announced that the re-opening of the Hunt 

Museum, with a reception following at Sim Scott, will be Friday, June 

19, 2026 starting at 6:00 p.m. 

                                 Mayor Jones then asked the Council Members if they had any questions for                 
                                 the Department Heads concerning their May 2026 Reports. 
 

6. MAY 2026 REPORTS 

Building Inspection / Code Enforcement Dept. - Report Presented. No Action 

Taken 

Care & Maintenance Dept.  - Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

Columbus Fire and Rescue Dept. - Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

Columbus Police Dept. - Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

Columbus Recreation Dept. - Report Presented. No Action Taken.  

Facilities Dept. - Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

Finance Dept. - Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

Garage Dept. - Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

Human Resources Dept. - Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

Information Technology Dept. - Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

Municipal Court Dept. - Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

Planning and Community Development Dept. - Report Presented. No Action 

Taken. 

Public Works Dept. - Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

 

7. BOARD VACANCIES 
Mayor Jones then called upon the Chief Operations Officer Jammie Garrett to 
announce the Board Vacancies. 
 
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS & APPEALS 
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Emily Johnson’s Term Expires 07/18/2026 
Appointment will be made on July 21, 2026. 
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Applicant - EMILY JOHNSON 
 
COLUMBUS HOUSING AUTHORITY 

1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Gretta Gardner’s Term Expires 07/05/2026 

Appointment will be made on July 7, 2026. 

Applicants – DARREN LEACH 

                       GRETTA GARDNER 

                       LILLIAN GRANDERSON DAUGHTRY 

 

TREE BOARD 
1 Vacancy, Remainder of Shannon Evans’ Term (resigned) Expires 06/06/2028. 
Appointment will be made June 16, 2026. 
Applicant – KERRY PITTMAN 
 
Council Member Harris made a motion to appoint Kerry Pittman. Council 
Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
CITY UTILITIES COMMISSION 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Sherry Ellis’ Term Expired 06/15/2026. 
Appointment will be made June 16, 2026. 
Applicants – BARBARA MORRIS BRANDON 
                       JACQUELINE DICICCO 
                       DONALD POPE 
 
Council Member Spears made a motion to appoint Donald Pope. Council 
Member Harris seconded the motion. Vice Mayor Stewart made a substitute 
motion to appoint Barbara Morris Brandon. Council Member Jefferson 
seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the substitute motion except for 
Council Member Green, Council Member Harris and Council Member Spears 
who voted against the substitute motion. 
 
Mayor Jones broke the tie in favor of the substitute motion to appoint 
Barbara Morris Brandon. 
 

The motion carried 4/3. 
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VII.  CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA -NONE 
 

VIII.  POLICY AGENDA: 
 
A. Discuss/Approve recommendations from the June 8, 2026 Planning 

Commission public meeting. 
In the absence of Building Official Nathan Katona, Mayor Jones called upon Chief 
Operations Officer Jammie Garrett to present the cases heard by the Planning 
Commission. Ms. Garrett stated that the Planning Commission considered three 
(3) requests which she introduced as follows: 
 
(1) Case Number 26-12 Zach Bonner vacant land between 8th and 9th Streets, 

north of 9th Avenue South to be re-zoned from I-2 Light Industrial to R-1 
Single Family Residential for construction of new homes. 
 
Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the re-zoning from I-2 
Light Industrial to R-1 Single Family Residential at the location in question and 
to adopt the findings and recommendations of the Planning Commission that 
the applicant met his burden of proof by showing that there was a change in 
the character of the neighborhood as well as a public need for new single-
family housing.. Vice Mayor Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
Mayor Jones asked if there was anyone who objected to the request either at 
the Planning Commission meeting or at this meeting. There being none, the 
Mayor called for a vote. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

(2) Case Number 26-13 Nicole Griffin on behalf of Stuart Phillips, 239 Island 
Road to allow short-term rental in an R-1 Single Family Residential 
neighborhood. 
 
Council Member Spears made a motion to deny a short-term rental at the 
location in question and to adopt the findings and recommendations of the 
Planning Commission. Council Member Jefferson seconded the motion. 

 
Mayor Jones asked if there was anyone who objected to the request either at 
the Planning Commission meeting or at this meeting. The COO stated that 
there were a number of people in the area of the property who objected to 
the short-term rental application, stating noise, music and people looking for 
the STR property entering into their property.  Among the objectors were Mr.  
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& Mrs. Billy Phillips, who are related to the applicant. After hearing the 
discussion the Mayor called for a vote. 
 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 

 

(3) Case Number 26-14 Moses James, Jr. Vacant land between 7th Avenue North 
and Plum Street to be re-zoned from an R-1 Single Family Residential to a C-1 
Neighborhood Commercial for construction of two (2) duplexes. 
 
Council Member Harris made a motion to approve the re-zoning from R-1 
Single Family Residential to C-1 Neighborhood Commercial at the location in 
question and to adopt the findings and recommendations of the Planning 
Commission that the applicant proved his application by clear and convincing 
evidence that there has been a change in the character of the neighborhood 
and that there is a public need for such housing. Council Member Smith 
seconded the motion. 
 
Mayor Jones asked if there was anyone who objected to the request either at 
the Planning Commission meeting or at this meeting. There being none, the 
Mayor called for a vote. 
 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS TO FOLLOW: 
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B. Discuss/Approve acceptance of FAA AIP Grant in the amount of $246,301.00 for 

CLCA’s Automated Weather Observing System – Phase II. 
 
Mayor Jones called upon City Engineer Kevin Stafford to discuss acceptance of 
the FAA AIP Grant for CLCA’s Automated Weather Observing System – Phase II in 
the amount of $246,301.00 with a $3,241.00 match from the City. Mr. Stafford 
stated that the grant was applied for and awarded to begin the project. 
 
Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the acceptance of the FAA AIP 
Grant in the amount of $246,301.00. Council Member Harris seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0.  
 
GRANT AGREEMENT TO FOLLOW: 
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C. Discuss/Approve awarding CLCA Automated Weather Observing System – 

Phase II to Miller and Sons Construction in the amount of $259,264.00.     

Mayor Jones again called upon City Engineer Kevin Stafford to discuss bids for 

CLCA Automated Weather Observing System – Phase II. Mr. Stafford stated that 

there were six (6) responsive bids for the project. 

Miller and Sons Construction, Inc. submitted the lowest bid at $259,264.00 for 

the installation of the Weather Observing System – Phase II.  

Council Member Jefferson made a motion to award the bid to Miller and Sons 

Construction, Inc. in the amount of $259,264.00 with the finding that the bid was 

the lowest and best responsive bid for the CLCA Automated Weather Observing 

System – Phase II and that the bid tabulations be spread across the minutes. 

Council Member Harris seconded the motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

                           The motion carried 6/0. 

LETTER AND BID TABULATION TO FOLLOW: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
                                 (SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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D. Discuss/Approve acceptance of FAA AIG Grant in the amount of $179,703.00 for 

CLCA’s Open Hangar Project. 
 
Mayor Jones again called upon City Engineer Kevin Stafford to discuss acceptance 
of the FAA AIG Grant for CLCA’s Open Hangar Project in the amount of 
$179,703.00 with a $60,59.75 split with the County. Mr. Stafford stated that the 
grant was applied for and awarded to begin the project. 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to table the acceptance of the FAA AIG 
Grant for further discussion. Vice Mayor Stewart seconded the motion. Mr. 
Stafford stated that the contract had to be signed by July 8, 2026. Council 
Member Spears then made a substitute motion to accept the FAA AIG Grant in 
the amount of $179,703.00. Council Member Harris seconded the substitute 
motion. 
 

                           All Council Members voted in favor of the substitute motion except Vice Mayor  
                           Stewart, Council Member Greene, Council Member Smith who voted against the  
                           substitute motion. 
 
                           Mayor Jones broke the tie in favor of the substitute motion to accept the FAA  
                           AIG Grant in the amount of $179,703.00.  
 
                           The motion carried 4/3. 
 
                            GRANT AGREEMENT TO FOLLOW: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
                     (SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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E. Discuss/Approve awarding CLCA Open Hangar Project to T & M Steel Erectors. 

Inc. in the amount of $528,103.00. 

                          Mayor Jones again called upon City Engineer Kevin Stafford to discuss bids for                  
                          CLCA’s Open Hangar Project. Mr. Stafford stated that there were eight (8)  
                          responsive bids for the project. 
 

T & M Steel Erectors submitted the lowest bid at $528,103.00 for the installation 

of the Open Hangar.  

Council Member Spears made a motion to award the bid to T & M Steel Erectors 

in the amount of $528,103.00.00 with the finding that the bid was the lowest 

and best responsive bid for the Open Hangar Project and that the bid tabulations 

be spread across the minutes. Council Member Harris seconded the motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion except Vice Mayor Stewart, 

Council Member Greene, and Council Member Snith who voted against the 

motion. 

                           Mayor Jones broke the tie in favor of the motion to award T& M Steel Erectors  
                           the Open Hangar Project.  
 
                           The motion carried 4/3. 
 
                           LETTER AND BID TABULATION TO FOLLOW: 
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F. Discuss/Approve the promotion of one (1) Columbus Fire and Rescue personnel 

from Probation Firefighter to Certified Firefighter, effective date June 22, 2026. 
 
Mayor Jones then called upon Fire and Rescue Chief Charles Yarborough to 
discuss the promotion of one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel from Probation 
Firefighter to Certified Firefighter. Vice Mayor Stewart made a motion to approve 
the promotion effective June 22, 2026. Council Member Smith seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve temporary promotions for Columbus Fire and Rescue. 
 
Mayor Jones again called upon Fire and Rescue Chief Charles Yarborough to 
discuss the temporary promotions for Columbus Fire and Rescue. Council 
Member Spears made a motion to approve temporary promotions in the Fire and 
Rescue Department. Council Member Harris seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

H. Discuss/Approve hiring part-time Firefighters. 
 
Mayor Jones again called upon Fire and Rescue Chief Charles Yarborough to 
discuss hiring part-time firefighters. Mr. Yarborough explained that this will help 
the retired firefighters keep their certification and hiring part-time employees will 
also relieve some overtime. 
 
Council Member Smith made a motion to approve hiring part-time firefighters. 
Vice Mayor Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
I. Discuss/Approve FY25 Assistant to Firefighter Turnout Gear Grant. 
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Mayor Jones again called upon Fire and Rescue Chief Charles Yarborough to 
discuss FY25 Assistant to Firefighters Turnout Gear Grant.  Mr. Yarborough 
explained that this is a grant for every firefighter to have a 2nd set of gear for 
emergency purposes. The grant has a 10% match that will be funded from the 
Fire & Rescue Rebate Funds. 
 
Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the FY25 Assistant to 
Firefighters Turnout Gear Grant. Vice Mayor Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
J. Discuss/Approve Monetary Donations and Special Donation Line – Item Policy 

for Columbus Fire and Rescue. 

Mayor Jones again called upon Fire and Rescue Chief Charles Yarborough to 
discuss the monetary and special donations policy for the Columbus Fire and 
Rescue Department. 
 
Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the monetary donations and 
special donations Line – item Policy. Council Member Smith seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
POLICY TO FOLLOW: 
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K. Discuss/Approve Public Safety Academy 
 
Mayor Jones again called upon Fire and Rescue Chief Charles Yarborough to 
discuss the Public Safety Academy. 
 
Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the Public Safety Academy. 
Vice Mayor Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

L. Discuss/Approve request to hire two (2) entry-level officers contingent upon 
successful completion of preliminary testing. 
 
Mayor Jones called upon Assistant Police Chief Doran Johnson to discuss hiring 
two (2) entry - level officers contingent upon successful completion of 
preliminary testing.  
 
Vice Mayor Stewart made a motion to approve hiring two (2) entry- level officers. 
Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

M. Discuss/Approve Resolution ordering that certain Specified Police vehicles be 
unmarked pursuant to Mississippi Code Section 25-1-87. 
 
Mayor Jones called upon Human Resources Director Patricia Mitchell to discuss 
the Resolution ordering that certain Specified Police vehicles be unmarked 
pursuant to Mississippi Code Section 25-1-87. 
 
Council Member Spears made a motion to approve the Resolution for Specified 
Unmarked vehicles. Council Member Harris seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
LETTER AND RESOLUTION TO FOLLOW: 
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N. Discuss/Consider SYTES Terms and Conditions and grant authorization for 
Mayor to sign. 
 
Mayor Jones then called upon Information Technology Director Greg Drake to 
discuss the SYTES Terms and Conditions and to also approve Mayor’s 
authorization to sign. 
 
Vice Mayor Stewart made a motion to approve the SYTES Terms and Conditions 
and to grant Mayor authorization to sign. Council Member Spears seconded the 
motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
DOCUMENT TO FOLLOW: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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O. Discuss/Consider moving eleven (11) months of salary and benefits of the City 

Planner and salary and benefits of the Public Information Officer in FY26 
budget to Special Projects fund. 
 

P. Discuss/Consider purchasing East Columbus Gym Scoreboard  
 

Q. Discuss/Consider awarding East Columbus Gym drainage project to the lowest 
qualified quote contractor, Hannon LLC in the amount of $14,800.00 
 

R. Discuss/Consider getting quotes for tree removal of trees obstructing ditch 
work next to Kensington Drive. 
 

As stated under Confirmation of / or Amendments to the Agenda, it has been 

motioned and seconded, with a favorable vote of 5/1, to table Policy Agenda 

Items O-R for further discussion at the next Work Session. 

 

S. Discuss/Consider and award bids for purchase/sale of one (1) SURPLUS lot.    

                           Mayor Jones called upon General Counsel Jeff Turnage to discuss the purchase        
                           and sale of one (1) SURPLUS lot. Expansions Properties XP, LLC submitted the  
                           best bid at $3,010.00 for the purchase of the proposed SURPLUS lot. 
 
                           Council Member Smith made a motion to award Expansions Properties XP, LLC in  
                           the purchase and sale of proposed lot the amount of $3,010.00 with the finding  
                           that the bid was the best responsive bid for the purchase of said lot. Council  
                           Member Spears seconded the motion. 
 
                           All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
                           The motion carried 6/0. 
 

 BID PROPOSAL TO FOLLOW: 

 

 

 

 

 

(SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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T. Update Mayor and Council on the CFAC Meeting. 

 
Mayor then called upon Council Member Spears to discuss the CFAC Meeting. 

Council Member Spears stated that the committee discussed several things 

including old sign ordinances, the tactical investment fund, school taxes, budget 

issues, the need for more housing and other projects. 

                                                                                                      

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

Closed Determination 

Mayor Jones asked for a motion to go into Closed Session. Council Member Smith 
made a motion to go into Closed Session. Vice Mayor Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

                   Mayor Jones then asked for a motion to go in Executive Session to discuss one (1)  
                   personnel matter and to discuss the prospective purchase, sell or leasing of one (1)  
                   parcel of Real Property. Council Member Spears made a motion to go into Executive  
                   Session with only the Mayor and Council present to discuss the job performance of  
                   personnel in the Police Department, Public Works Department and Business  
                   Department. Council Member Harris seconded the motion.  

 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion except Vice Mayor Stewart and 
Council Member Smith who voted against the motion. 
 
The motion carried 4/2. 
 

                    Council Member Spears announced to the Public that the Mayor and Council have  
                    entered Executive Session to discuss job performance and professional competence  
                    of personnel in the Police Department, Public Works Department and Business  
                    Department. 
 
                    Open Session 
                    Mayor Jones then asked for a motion to back into Open Session. Council Member  
                    Spears made a motion to return to Open Session. Council Member Smith seconded  
                    the motion. 

 
                    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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                    The motion carried 6/0. 

 
                   General Counsel Jeff Turnage announced the stated purpose of Executive Session   
                   was to discuss the prospective purchase, sell or leasing of Real Property upon  
                   which no action was taken and voted to approve the hiring of an applicant for  
                   Municipal Court Administrator and authorize Mayor to negotiate the salary. Council  
                   Member Spears announced that the Mayor and Council discussed the job  
                   performance of personnel in the Police Department, Public Works Department and  
                   Business Department and took no action on those matters. 
 
 
 
       There being no other business to discuss, the Mayor announced that the  
       meeting was ADJOURNED. 
 
       
       This the 16th day of June 2026. 
 
 
 
 
                                                                            _______________________________________ 
                                                                            Stephen Jones, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
                                                                            _______________________________________ 
                                                                            James “Jim” Brigham, Municipal Clerk 
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                          SPECIAL MEETING OF 
                 THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
                      CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
                                 June 24, 2026 
                                     1:00 pm 
 
 

     The Mayor and City Council met at a Special Meeting on June 24, 2026 at 1:00 pm  

     in the Court Chambers at City Hall, 523 Main Street. Mayor Stephen Jones presided  

     over the meeting. All Council Members were present except for Council Member    

     Greene. Also present were the General Counsel, the CFO, the COO and the Human   

     Resources Director. 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 

Mayor Jones called the meeting to order and called upon Council Member 

Jason Spears to offer the Invocation. 

 

II. TOPIC 

Mayor Jones then announced the topic of discussion - to consider and 
approve the Settlement Resolution of the City of Columbus and Lowndes 
County claims. Vice Mayor Stewart made a motion to approve the 
Settlement Resolution. Council Member Spears seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
AGREEMENT TO FOLLOW: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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III. ADJOURNMENT 
 
                 There being no other business to come before the governing authority, the   
                 Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 
 
                 This the 24th day of June 2026. 
 
 
 

                   Approved By: 
                                                 
                                                     ______________________________________________ 

                Stephen Jones, Mayor 

 

                                ___________________________________________ 

        James Brigham, Municipal Clerk 
 









































































































































CITY OF COLUMBUS 
POST OFFICE BOX 1408 

COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 39703 

(662) 328-7021 Phone  
(662) 329-5173 Fax  

 
 
 
 
 

 

MAYOR
STEPHEN JONES

CITY COUNCIL
ETHEL TAYLOR STEWART, WARD 1
RODERICK D. SMITH, WARD 2
RUSSELL GREENE, WARD 3
LAVONNE LATHAM HARRIS, WARD 4
GREGORY JEFFERSON, WARD 5
JASON SPEARS, WARD 6

GENERAL COUNSEL
JEFF TURNAGE

CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER
JAMMIE GARRETT

CFO/SECRETARY-TREASURER
JAMES “JIM” BRIGHAM

June 22, 2026 
 
 
 

Mayor Stephen Jones and 
Members of the City Council 
City of Columbus 
P. O. Box 1408 
Columbus, MS  39703-1408 
 
RE:   44th  Annual Temm-Tom Waterway Conference 
 August 12-14, 2026 
 Point Clear, AL 
 
Dear Mayor and Council: 
  
 I would like to request to attend the above-mentioned conference and payment of 
estimated expenses to included: 
  

Registration Cost                  $595.00 
Lodging (3 days @ $239)                   $717.00 

            Meals                                    $259.00 
 Transportation                                        $350.00 
  Total                                 $1,921.00 
 
 Thanks in advance for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
George H. Irby 
George H. Irby, Director 
Office of Planning & Community Development  
 
LP/lp 

 





City of Columbus - Executive Bid Comparison Summary 

Prepared for internal bid review purposes 

Executive Summary 

Bid Comparison - Asbestos Abatement 
Old Dial-A-Bus Building | 161 Maple Street, Columbus, MS 39702 

Project Asbestos abatement and disposal 

Owner / Client City of Columbus 

Location Old Dial-A-Bus Building, 161 Maple Street, Columbus, MS 39702 

Summary of Findings 
Two proposals were reviewed for asbestos abatement at the Old Dial-A-Bus Building. EAC Environmental 
submitted the apparent low proposal at $17,850.00. AIR Environmental submitted a proposal at $49,630.00, 
which is $31,780.00 higher than the EAC proposal. 
Both proposals address removal of asbestos-containing floor tile/mastic and asbestos-related window material. EAC 
Environmental provides more itemized removal, containment, disposal, landfill, certificate, and waste-
manifest language. AIR Environmental provides a defined maximum quantity of up to 8,800 square feet, includes 
industrial hygiene air monitoring and analytical clearances, and identifies an estimated duration of approximately one 
week.  

Bid Comparison 
Category EAC Environmental AIR Environmental 
Proposal Date May 13, 2025 June 2, 2026 
Proposal Amount $17,850.00 $49,630.00 
Difference from Low Proposal Apparent low proposal +$31,780.00 
Percent Difference Baseline Approx. 178% higher than EAC 
Floor Tile / Mastic Remove asbestos-containing floor tile, including 

double-layered areas, and mastic throughout 
Remove and properly dispose of up to 8,800 SF of 
asbestos floor tile and mastic 

Window Material Remove 12 windows with asbestos-containing 
sealant 

Remove perimeter window caulking from 12 
boarded windows 

Regulatory Notification Submit MDEQ Demolition/Renovation 
Notification Form 

Provide required 10-day notification to MSDEQ 

Containment / Controls Build containment; use negative air machines; 
wet-method removal and emission control 

States work will comply with State, Federal, and 
MDEQ regulations 

Air Monitoring / Clearance Not specifically listed as third-party/IH air 
monitoring 

Includes IH air monitoring and analytical air 
clearances using PCM/NIOSH 7400 

Disposal Documentation Double-bag ACM in 6 mil asbestos bags; 
dispose at ACM-approved RoBo Landfill; 
provide waste manifest 

Proper disposal included; landfill and waste-
manifest details not specifically itemized 

Estimated Duration Timely manner, subject to AHERA-certified 
abatement technicians 

Approximately 1 week 

Apparent Status Apparent low proposal Higher proposal 

Recommendation 
EAC Environmental may be considered the apparent low proposer at $17,850.00 – bid was verified as still 
valid. 





AIR Environmental 
3404 Camellia Circle Columbus, MS 39705 

662-242-5387 / TritanPro@aol.com 
 

June 2, 2026 
Mr. Nathan Katona 
City of Columbus 
Building Inspection Department 
1621 Main Street 
Columbus, MS  39701 
662-245-5055 Office 
662-435-0539 Cell 
EM: nathan.katona@columbusms.org 
 
Subject: Asbestos Abatement / Old Dial-A-Bus Building - 161 Maple Street, Columbus MS 39702 
 
Mr. Katona, 
AIR Environmental is pleased to provide you with this proposal for the above-referenced project. All materials, 
equipment, labor, and insurance are included in this proposal. The objectives and scope of this work include the 
following:         

Proposal  
 
Scope of Work 
Asbestos Abatement 

1. To remove and properly dispose of up to 8800 SF of asbestos floor tile and mastic as described in the 
provided EAC Inspection Report. 

2. Remove perimeter window caulking from twelve boarded windows. 
 
Proposal Price:  $49,630.00 
 
Note:  

• All work to be done in compliance with all State, Federal, and MDEQ regulations.  
• IH -Air Monitoring - Analytical air clearances using Phase Contrast Microscopy (PCM) in accordance 

with NIOSH 7400 Method, A Rules. 
• AAC will provide on-site power and the water for the duration of the project. 
• Approximately 1 week to complete this project. 
• Provide the required 10-day notification to MSDEQ. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
Edward Lesniak  
AIR Environmental 
 

mailto:TritanPro@aol.com




























ARTISTIK MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM CONTRACT 
THIS AGREEMENT made effective as of the 18th day of July 2026. 

 

BETWEEN: 
Artistik Music Entertainment  
-and - 
COLUMBUS RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

 
In consideration of the provision of a Artistik Music Entertainment system, the services 

of one (1) sound engineer and the provision of other services provided by System 
Provider to Artist, the parties hereby agree as follows: 

 

Services 
1.1 System Provider will provide the services set out on Exhibit A, such services 
hereinafter referred to as the “Services”, including but not limited to Artistik Music 

Entertainment system setup, transportation and breakdown together with engineering 
and mixing. 

 

1.2 Event Coordinator understands that there will be additional fees for any additional  
services not listed on Exhibit A that are provided by System Provider at Event 

Coordinator’s request. 
 

1.3 Event Coordinator understands that the rate quoted for the Services includes the 

services of one of System Provider’s designated engineers. Event Coordinator may 
choose to use his/her own engineer, but System Provider reserves the right to refuse 
such engineer access to the equipment if, in Provider’s sole opinion, such engineer is  

not technically proficient. 
 
Rates; Payment 

2.1 Event Coordinator agrees to pay for the Services at the applicable rates set out on  
Exhibit B. 

 

2.2 Event Coordinator will pay System Provider balance of One Thousand Five 

Hundred Dollars ($1500.00) at time of service. 

Any additional charges for optional equipment, supplies and consumables, hospitality 
services, and other items will be added to the final invoice. 

 

2.3 Invoices are due and payable on receipt. If Event Coordinator fails to pay an invoice 
on time, Event Coordinator agrees to pay System Provider’s actual expenses, including 

reasonable attorney’s fees, associated with any collection proceedings. 
 
Responsibilities of System Provider 
3.1 System Provider agrees that it will: 

provide the equipment in good working order; 

transport, set up and tear down the sound system; 



provide a sound engineer to mix the sound as required during Artist’s 
performance and sound check. 

 
3.2 System Provider shall not be liable for any failure to perform its obligations if such 

failure is due to circumstances beyond its reasonable control. Any liability of System 
Provider shall be limited to the total of all amounts paid by Event Coordinator for 
Services under this Agreement. 

 
Responsibilities of Artist 
4.1 Event Coordinator agrees that it will: 

make all payments when due; 

pay for any damage caused by Artist or by Artist’s personnel or guests or 
audience members, other than normal wear and tear, to the equipment, 

venue facilities, vehicles, building or grounds; 
not eat, drink, or smoke near the sound system and not place any food, drinks 
or smoking material on any equipment. 

 
4.2 In the event of cancellation of a performance or other scheduled service by Event 

Coordinator, Event Coordinator shall be responsible for 50% of the cost of sound 
reinforcement services, if cancellation occurs within 72 hours of the scheduled 
performance. 

 

Termination 
5.1If Event Coordinator fails to comply with any of its responsibilities hereunder, 
System Provider may terminate this Agreement and retain any amounts paid by Event 

Coordinator prior to such termination. 
 

Loss or Damage 
6.1 System Provider shall use reasonable efforts to avoid damaging all musical 

instruments and equipment belonging to the Artist and used or located in the vicinity of  
the sound system, but System Provider shall not be liable for loss of or damage to any 
of the above. 

 
6.2 In the event of loss to or damage of Artist’s musical instruments and equipment due 

to willful negligence, System Provider shall be responsible for replacement of no more 
than the fair market value of the musical instruments and equipment. 

 

6.3 Artist is solely responsible for all personal property belonging to Artist, Artist’s 
employees and guests. System Provider shall not be liable for any loss of or damage to 

any of such personal property. 
 
6.4 Event Coordinator shall be responsible for any loss or damage to System Provider 

property caused by Artist, Artist’s employees, guests, invitees, audience members or 
agents acting under Artist’s instruction, as a result of misuse, negligence, carelessness 

or willful misconduct. 



Terms and Conditions of Use 
7.1 Event Coordinator agrees to abide by the Terms and Conditions of Use of Artistik 
Music Entertainment System listed in Exhibit C. 

 

Acceptance of Payment 
8.1 Payment by Event Coordinator after completion of the Services shall be deemed 
acknowledgement between both parties that the quality of the Services is satisfactory 
and shall release System Provider from any and all liability and claims regarding such  

Services. 
 

Entire Agreement 

9.1 This constitutes the entire agreement between Event Coordinator and System 
Provider, and may not be modified, changed, or terminated in any way except in writing 
signed by both parties. 

 

Governing Law 
10.1 This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws 
of Mississippi/Alabama. Any legal actions, claims or demands shall be handled in a 

court of competent jurisdiction within necessary County. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement on the date 

first above written. 
 
SYSTEM PROVIDER: ARTISTIK MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT 

 

EVENT COORDINATOR: ______________________________________________ 
Signature 

 
 
Exhibit A 
to Artistik Music Entertainment Contract dated July 18, 2026  

between Artistik Music Entertainment and Blues on the River [Greg Lewis] 
Services to be Provided by Artistik Music Entertainment 
Use of the following equipment: 

 

See attachment 

 
Set-up times may vary but expect at least 2 hours per set-up for full sound system. 



Exhibit B 
to Artistik Music Entertainment Contract dated July 18, 2026  

between Artistik Music Entertainment and Blues on the River [Greg Lewis] 
 

RATES AND CHARGES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE, BUT ANY 
SUCH CHANGE WILL NOT APPLY TO ANY CONTRACT CURRENTLY IN EFFECT. 

 

Artistik Music Entertainment System Rates as of 12/11/2024 at One Thousand 
Five            Hundred Dollars ($1500.00). 

 
Additional Charges may apply if more equipment is requested beyond what is agreed  
upon. See Exhibit A. 

 

Exhibit C 
to Artistik Music Entertainment Contract dated July 18, 2026 

between Artistik Music Entertainment and Blues on the River [Greg Lewis] 
Terms and Conditions of Use of Artistik Music Entertainment System 
All artists using the Artistik Music Entertainment system must behave in a manner that 
is respectful of the engineer and equipment, and considerate of other users of the 

Artistik Music Entertainment system. 
If an artist brings equipment to the performance, the artist is solely responsible for the 

working order of the equipment. The System Provider reserves the right to refuse to 
allow the use of such equipment if the System Provider believes it to be in unsafe 
condition. A current PAT certificate may be required. 

Excessive use of Alcohol and/or illegal drug use is STRICTLY PROHIBITED while using 

the Artistik Music Entertainment system. Any such behavior by the artist or by the 
artist’s crew or guests or audience members will result in immediate termination of the 
contract and removal of the Artistik Music Entertainment system from the facility or 

venue. 
No beverages of any kind – including water – are to be consumed near any System 

Provider equipment. 
The artist is liable for any and all damage caused by negligence, recklessness, or 
misconduct of the artist or the artist’s crew or guests or audience members. 













































 

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 

Public Relations Officer 

Salary Range 

$50,000 – $55,000 

Salary shall be determined based on qualifications, experience, and available budget as 

approved by the Columbus City Council. 

 

The City of Columbus is seeking to fill the position of Public Relations Officer. The Public 

Relations Officer serves as the City’s chief communications professional and is responsible for 

developing, coordinating, and implementing communication strategies that promote transparency, 

community engagement, and public awareness of City programs, services, events, and initiatives. 

The Public Relations Officer works closely with the Mayor, City Council, COO, department heads, 

local media, community organizations, and residents to ensure accurate and timely dissemination 

of information. The position includes occasional emergency and after-hours assignments 

Minimum Qualifications 

• Bachelor’s degree in Public Relations, Communications, Journalism, Marketing, Public 

Administration, or a closely related field. 
• Minimum of three (3) years of progressively responsible experience in public relations, 

communications, media relations, marketing, journalism, or a related field. 
• Valid Mississippi driver’s license. 
• Any equivalent combination of education, training, and experience that provides the 

required knowledge, skills, and abilities may be considered. 
 

Preferred Qualifications 

• Experience working in municipal government, public sector communications, or 

community relations. 



• Experience managing social media platforms, websites, and digital communication 

campaigns. 
• Experience in photography, videography, graphic design, and content creation. 
• Knowledge of Mississippi public records and open meetings laws. 
• Accreditation in Public Relations (APR) or related professional certification. 

 
 

Essential Duties and Responsibilities 

• Serve as the primary communications liaison for the City of Columbus. 
• Develop and implement communication strategies that support the Mayor’s Office, City 

Council, and municipal departments. 
• Prepare and distribute press releases, public notices, speeches, proclamations, newsletters, 

and official statements. 
• Manage and maintain the City’s website and social media platforms. 
• Assist and maintain the Mayor & City Council’s calendar of events. 
• Coordinate and facilitate Mayor’s Youth Council interviews, pinning ceremony, meetings, 

service projects, conferences and social outings.   
• Coordinate media inquiries and maintain positive relationships with local, regional, and 

state media outlets. 
• Promote City projects, economic development initiatives, tourism opportunities, 

community events, and quality-of-life programs. 
• Coordinate public information efforts during emergencies, natural disasters, and other 

crisis situations.  
• Attend City Council meetings, public events, ribbon cuttings, groundbreaking ceremonies, 

and community functions as assigned. 
• Create and manage multimedia content including photographs, videos, graphics, and 

digital publications. 
• Monitor media coverage and public sentiment and provide recommendations to City 

leadership. 
• Assist departments in communicating services, programs, and public notices to residents. 
• Ensure consistency in branding and messaging across all City communications. 
• Proactively address issues and misinformation through communication. 
• Ensure that FOIA requests are received and answered in a timely manner. 
• Responsible for developing and implementing a long-range communication plan, including 

measurable goals, and process improvements. 

• Work sound and video at council meetings and work sessions  

• Perform other duties as assigned by the Chief Operations Officer or Mayor. Nothing in 

this job description restricts management's right to assign or reassign duties and 

responsibilities to this position at any time. 
 

Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities 

• Exceptional written, verbal, and interpersonal communication skills. 
• Strong public speaking and presentation abilities. 
• Knowledge of municipal government operations and community engagement practices. 



• Ability to communicate effectively with elected officials, staff, media representatives, 

and the public. 
• Proficiency in social media management, website content management systems, and 

Microsoft Office applications. 
• Ability to work under pressure and respond effectively during emergencies and crisis 

situations. 
• Strong organizational skills with the ability to manage multiple projects simultaneously. 
• Ability to exercise sound judgment, discretion, and professionalism. 

 
 

Environmental Conditions 

• While performing the duties of this job, the employee regularly works in an office 

environment, but at times may be required to attend special events.  

• The work environment includes occasional fieldwork that may include exposure to adverse 

weather conditions. The noise level is generally moderate. 

• The job is an on-call position, responding to emergency situations. This position is 

designated as immediate response personnel and must live thirty (30) minutes or less from 

their usual daily work site. 

Supervision 

• This position exercises no direct supervision over others but may provide technical and 

functional direction and training to Department Heads and office support staff.  

• Receives directions and reports to Chief Operations Officer and the Mayor of the City of 

Columbus. 

 

 

 

 

 

EOE 

 



PROCLAMATION HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF BATTALION Chief Robert “Chip” Kain 

 

WHEREAS, has faithfully and honorably served the citizens of Columbus through a 
distinguished career of twenty-eight (28) years with Columbus Fire & Rescue, 
demonstrating exceptional dedication to the protection of life and property; and 

 

WHEREAS, throughout his career, Battalion Chief Kain has exemplified the values of 
professionalism, dependability, integrity, and commitment, earning the respect and 
admiration of his fellow firefighters, officers, and the community he faithfully served; and 

 

WHEREAS, his years of service have contributed significantly to the safety and well-being 
of the citizens of Columbus, leaving a lasting impact on the department and those who had 
the privilege of serving alongside him; and 

 

WHEREAS Battalion Kain has been blessed with the unwavering support of his children; 
McKenzie, Emerson, and Blakely.  

 

WHEREAS, his legacy will not be measured solely by the years he served, but by the 
friendships he built, the lives he impacted, and the example of dedication and service he 
leaves for future generations of firefighters; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that we do hereby recognize and honor Chief Kain 
for his 28 years of faithful and dedicated service to Columbus Fire & Rescue and extend 
our deepest gratitude for his commitment, sacrifice, and contributions to the citizens of 
Columbus. 

 

BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that we congratulate Battalion Chief on his retirement and 
wish him, McKenzie, Emerson, and Blakely.  many years of health, happiness, safe travels, 
and treasured family memories. 

 



Presented this _____ day of ______________, 2026. 

 

__________________________________ 

Fire Chief 

 

__________________________________ 

Mayor 
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WHEREAS, the City of Columbus, along with Lowndes County, City of 
Starkville, Oktibbeha County, the City of West Point and Clay County, (collectively the 
"Sponsors"), all in Mississippi, is one of the sponsoring entities of the Golden Triangle 
Regional Airport Authority, and each of the sponsoring entities are economically and 
mutually dependent upon each other for growth and prosperity, and 

   
 Whereas, the Golden Triangle Regional Airport provides a significant resource 
for the Golden Triangle Region, and the sponsoring entities are committed to the success 
of the Airport and the benefits it brings to the area, and  
 
 Whereas the Authority previously sought and obtained a Small Community Air 
Service Development Grant (the “Grant”) intended for the purpose of attracting air 
carriers with a resulting enhancement of air service into the Golden Triangle Region, and 
the Sponsors approved the Grant and contributed their respective share of the Match that 
was required for the Grant, and 
 
 Whereas, the Grant was successful and new American Airlines service operated 
by SkyWest (the “Carrier”) is providing air service to and from Dallas, Texas, and the 
Grant and the Match have enabled the Carrier to operate economically, and  
 
 Whereas both public and private and industrial members of the Golden Triangle 
have expressed a resounding praise of the presence and contribution to the community 
and its continuing economic growth, 
 

Whereas the recent unexpected and dramatic increase in air fuel has caused a 
great increase in the Carrier's operating cost, and as a result, the Carrier needs additional 
funding to preserve its place at the Golden Triangle Regional Airport and the Golden 
Triangle Community, and the Sponsors acknowledge that the Authority will provide 
waivers of its customary Airport fees, including rent and landing fees, and contributions 
from additional parties have been sought for the purpose of maintaining the presence of 
the Carrier service, with the result that the contributions from the Sponsors shall total 
Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000.00), allocated below, and the Sponsors deem 
it appropriate to contribute as a subsidy against the expected shortfall in revenues for the 
succeeding year, and  

 
Whereas the Carrier shall submit monthly and quarterly financial reports and, on 

an as needed basis, the Sponsor shall submit its proportionate share of the revenue 
shortfall, and 

 
Whereas, under the proposed contribution plan, the sponsoring entities shall each 

pay a proportionate part of the total Match, as follows: 
 
 City of Columbus  25 per cent 
 
 City of Starkville  20 per cent 
 



 Clay County    5 per cent 
 
 City of West Point  5 per cent 
 
 Lowndes County  25 per cent 
 
 Oktibbeha County  20 per cent 
 

Whereas the City of Columbus is a participatory sponsor of the Authority, having 
committed resources to the construction of the Airport and is a member of the Golden 
Triangle Regional Airport Authority, and 
 

Whereas, the City of Columbus, through its Mayor and City Council, has 
determined that it would be in the best interest of City of Columbus, the Golden Triangle 
Regional Airport Authority and the Golden Triangle Area to support the continued 
operating of the Carrier and to approve and authorize the commitment of its portion of 
the contribution as detailed above, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of the 
City of Columbus as follows: 
 
 IT IS RESOLVED that the City of Columbus recognizes the need for continued 
support of an enhanced air service and approves the terms and conditions of the subsidy 
to be tendered through the Authority, and commits the City of Columbus to the funding 
of its portion of the contribution, being 25% of the total subsidy, without limitation or 
condition regarding the other commitments, and with the further understanding that the 
Authority shall provide an additional commitment of the waiver of its  airport fees and 
marketing, all to promote the continuance of the additional air service at the Golden 
Triangle Regional Airport. 
 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor of the City of Columbus, is 
authorized to take all steps necessary to execute such documents as are appropriate to 
make the commitment provided above and to fund its portion of the subsidy, and to take 
all other actions in the name of and on behalf of the City of Columbus as in his judgment 
is necessary and appropriate to carry out the transactions contemplated by the foregoing 
resolutions. 
 

Council Member _________________ moved the adoption of the foregoing 
Resolution, and Council Member _________________ seconded the motion to adopt the 
foregoing Resolution, and the vote thereupon was as follows: 
 
  Council Member Ethel Stewart  voted _____ 

Council Member Roderick Smith  voted _____ 
Council Member Rusty Greene  voted _____ 
Council Member Lavonne Harris  voted _____ 
Council Member Gergory Jefferson voted _____ 



Council Member Jason Spears  voted _____ 
 

The motion having received the foregoing vote of the Governing Body, the Mayor 
declared the motion carried and the Resolution adopted, on this the         day of June, 
2026. 
 

________________________________________ 
 Stephen Jones, Mayor, City of Columbus, MS 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
James Brigham, Columbus City Clerk/Secretary Treasurer 
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April 4, 2026 

Mayor & City Council: 

Our City Prosecutor has a conflict of interest in State vs. Tanner Imes (DUI 2023), a matter that 

may be set for trial on or before May 7, 2026. While General Counsel Jeff Turnage is typically 

able to step in when given adequate time to prepare, he also has a conflict in this case. 

I will always defer to General Counsel Turnage, pending no conflict of interest and his 

availability. However, if General Counsel is unable to handle upcoming matters, I am seeking 

permission to secure a substitute prosecutor at a rate of $200 per case. 

Accordingly, the City of Columbus will need to retain outside counsel to handle this matter. I 

have contacted Attorney Walter Zinn and am awaiting confirmation of his availability. 

Regardless of who is selected, the City’s compensation is limited to $200 per case. 

For your reference, I have attached the applicable statutes. 

Respectfully, 

Jammie Garrett,  

City of Columbus, Mississippi 

 

 















 

Name 
LETTER AGREEMENT 
 
Date: ___________________ 
 
Via U.S. Mail and Email 
 
Robin Brown, Esq.P.O. Box 815365 Court StreetWest Point, Mississippi 39773 
 
Re: Letter Agreement for Service as City Prosecutor Pro Tem 
 
Dear Ms. Brown: 
 
This Letter Agreement ("Agreement") confirms the terms under which you will serve as City 
Prosecutor Pro Tem for the City of Columbus, Mississippi (the "City"). 
 
Appointment and Scope of Services. The City hereby engages you to serve as City 
Prosecutor Pro Tem solely in the event the duly appointed City Prosecutor is absent or has 
recused himself or herself from a matter. In such instances, you shall perform the duties 
customarily associated with the office of City Prosecutor for the matters assigned to you. 
 
You shall perform all services under this Agreement as an independent contractor and not as 
an employee, agent, partner, or joint venturer of the City. Nothing contained in this 
Agreement shall be construed as creating an employer-employee relationship. You shall not 
be entitled to any employee benefits, retirement benefits, leave, insurance, or other benefits 
provided to City employees. 
   
Compensation for your services shall be as follows: 
(a) For each afternoon court session during which you serve as City Prosecutor Pro Tem and 
handle three (3) or more cases, the City shall pay you a flat fee of One Thousand Dollars 
($1,000.00); and 
(b) If, during an afternoon court session, you handle fewer than three (3) cases, you shall 
instead be compensated at the rate of Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) per case handled 
during that session. 
 
Term. This Agreement shall become effective upon execution by both parties and shall 
remain in effect until terminated by either party upon thirty days written notice or until 
superseded by a subsequent written agreement executed by the parties. 
 
This Agreement supersedes and replaces any and all prior agreements, whether written or 
oral, between the City and you concerning your service as City Prosecutor Pro Tem. 
 



This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State 
of Mississippi. 
 
If the foregoing accurately reflects our agreement, please sign below and return a fully 
executed copy to the City.  It will become effective after approved by the Governing 
Authority of the City and is recorded in the minutes of an official meeting. 
 
We appreciate your willingness to serve the City in this important capacity. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 
 
By: ____________________________________ 

Name: _________________________________ 

Title: _________________________________ 

Date: _________________________________ 

 

ACCEPTED AND AGREED: 

 

________________________________________ 

Robin Brown, Esq. 

 

Date: _______________________________ 



 

LETTER AGREEMENT 
 
Date: ___________________ 
 
Via U.S. Mail and Email 
 
Walter Howard Zinn, Jr.  Pontotoc, Mississippi 38863-1414 
 
Re: Letter Agreement for Service as City Prosecutor Pro Tem 
 
Dear Mr. Zinn: 
 
This Letter Agreement ("Agreement") confirms the terms under which you will serve as City 
Prosecutor Pro Tem for the City of Columbus, Mississippi (the "City"). 
 
Appointment and Scope of Services. The City hereby engages you to serve as City 
Prosecutor Pro Tem solely in the event the duly appointed City Prosecutor is absent or has 
recused himself or herself from a matter. In such instances, you shall perform the duties 
customarily associated with the office of City Prosecutor for the matters assigned to you. 
 
You shall perform all services under this Agreement as an independent contractor and not as 
an employee, agent, partner, or joint venturer of the City. Nothing contained in this 
Agreement shall be construed as creating an employer-employee relationship. You shall not 
be entitled to any employee benefits, retirement benefits, leave, insurance, or other benefits 
provided to City employees. 
   
Compensation for your services shall be as follows: 
(a) For each afternoon court session during which you serve as City Prosecutor Pro Tem and 
handle three (3) or more cases, the City shall pay you a flat fee of One Thousand Dollars 
($1,000.00); and 
(b) If, during an afternoon court session, you handle fewer than three (3) cases, you shall 
instead be compensated at the rate of Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) per case handled 
during that session. 
 
Term. This Agreement shall become effective upon execution by both parties and shall 
remain in effect until terminated by either party upon thirty days written notice or until 
superseded by a subsequent written agreement executed by the parties. 
 
This Agreement supersedes and replaces any and all prior agreements, whether written or 
oral, between the City and you concerning your service as City Prosecutor Pro Tem. 
 
This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State 
of Mississippi. 



 
If the foregoing accurately reflects our agreement, please sign below and return a fully 
executed copy to the City.  It will become effective after approved by the Governing 
Authority of the City and is recorded in the minutes of an official meeting. 
 
We appreciate your willingness to serve the City in this important capacity. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 
 
By: ____________________________________ 

Name: _________________________________ 

Title: _________________________________ 

Date: _________________________________ 

 

ACCEPTED AND AGREED: 

 

________________________________________ 

Walter Howard Zinn, Jr. Esq. 

 

Date: _______________________________ 
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 July 6, 2026 

 
Mayor Stephen Jones 
and Members of the City Council 
City of Columbus, MS 
 
Dear Mayor and Council Members: 

The Public Works Director, Assistant PW Director, and I conducted interviews to fill 
one (1) Truck Driver vacancy in the Public Works Department. We request that you 
approve the hiring of ___________________________ to fill this position at an 
hourly rate of $19.05, contingent on successful completion of a pre-employment 
medical exam and drug screen. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Sincerely, 

S/S Donna Davis 

 
Donna Davis 
Human Resources Director 
 

S/S Casey Bush 

Casey Bush 
Public Works Director 
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 July 6, 2026 

 
Mayor Stephen Jones 
and Members of the City Council 
City of Columbus, MS 
 
Dear Mayor and Council Members: 

The Garage Superintendent, and I conducted interviews to fill one (1) Diesel 
Mechanic vacancy in the Garage Department. We request that you approve the hiring 
of  _______________________ to fill this position at an hourly rate of $18.43, 
contingent on successful completion of a pre-employment medical exam and drug 
screen. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Sincerely, 

S/S Donna Davis 

 
Donna Davis 
Human Resources Director 
 

S/S Willie Langford 

Willie Langford 
Garage Director 
 







07/06/2026

Mr. Gregory Lewis
P. O. Box 2245, Columbus MS 39704
Columbus, MS 39704

RE: GRANT# 27-16817920-CD/PG

Congratulations! MAC has approved Columbus Recreation Dept for $2,501.00 to support music and 
quilting workshops.  Please do the following within 30 days:

1. After reviewing the following contract, please have your organization's Authorizing Official 
sign. The contract can be signed electronically using Adobe Acrobat Reader.  

2. Visit www.arts.ms.gov/apply and login with the same email and password used to apply for 
the grant. 

3. On the left side of your dashboard is an area labeled "Assigned to You." Under “Assigned to 
You” is a box labeled "Contract Upload." Click the "Start" button to begin uploading your W9 
and signed contract

a. Note: You can download a blank W9 here: https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-
pdf/fw9.pdf. Only the first page of the W9 needs to be uploaded.

4. Upload your contract and W9 in the designated areas and submit the form. 

Attached to your email notification is a packet entitled: “Steps to Managing Your MAC Grant.” Please 
save this packet as part of your records throughout the grant period. In it you will find directions to set 
up Paymode (our grant payment system; required), grant reporting (required), a communications toolkit 
(with required communication instructions), and other steps necessary to properly manage your grant. 

Grant Reporting: Your final report is due no later than 30 days after the completion of your project, 
unless your scheduled project end date is after May 15, in which case you have 5 days to complete 
your final report. The report can be found in the “Follow Up Forms” section of your dashboard in the E-
grant system.

Sincerely,

David Lewis
Executive Director
Mississippi Arts Commission

https://get.adobe.com/reader/
https://www.arts.ms.gov/apply
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw9.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw9.pdf


Mississippi Arts Commission
Grant Contract

In accordance with the laws of the State of Mississippi, the Mississippi Arts Commission ("MAC") 
hereby agrees to provide support in an amount not to exceed $2,501.00 to Columbus Recreation Dept 
("grantee"), UEI# GDYKRKGAVS97 for application 27-16817920-CD/PG to support music and quilting 
workshops.   

It is understood that support for this grant is provided on the basis of the application submitted by 
grantee and is subject to the policies of MAC’s and to the following terms and conditions:

1. The grantee, under this program, will spend funds solely for the purpose set forth in grant 
number 27-16817920-CD/PG.

2. The grantee will provide matching financial support in this grant program as described in 
MAC’s guidelines for grants to organizations. In the event the grantee fails to raise the 
necessary matching funds, MAC will provide only a proportionate payment for the actual 
match from the grantee.

3. In the event the grantee is unable to complete the project due to an act or regulation of any 
public authority, or on account of war, labor difficulties, strikes, riots, epidemics, interruptions 
of transportation services, or an act of God or other causes beyond grantee's control, MAC 
shall be obligated to make the payment only to the extent that the grantee has reasonably 
incurred expenses or obligations that could not have been discharged otherwise.

4. The grantee must submit a final report on the grant funded project to MAC within 30 days 
after the ending date of the project. If the project is scheduled to end after May 15, grantee 
has five days after the scheduled project end date to complete the report. The report will 
consist of a comprehensive written evaluation and account of the project expenses. Failure 
to submit the final report and close out the grant in a timely manner will result in forfeiture of 
the grantee’s final payment and jeopardize future funding.

5. All financial accounting shall be subject to an audit by MAC or the appropriate agencies of 
the federal government or the state. The grantee will be responsible for the safekeeping and 
the identification of financial records that support the financial statements of the project. 
Further, the grantee will keep these records on file for a period of three (3) years after the 
end of the project.

6. It is understood by the grantee that all of MAC’s financial obligations outlined in this contract 
are granted on the condition that the agency receives a sufficient level of financial support 
from the National Endowment for the Arts and the Mississippi State Legislature.

7. By execution of this contract the grantee assures and certifies that it is not on the debarred 
or suspended list (System for Award Management (SAM) Exclusions) and is eligible to 
receive federal and state funds.

8. All of the funds for this grant come from state funds. However, the grant is counted in MAC’s 
match for its federal grant. Therefore, MAC is required to provide the following information 
on the grant from the National Endowment for the Arts: CFDA# 45.025, NEA grant number 
1951282-61-26, total award amount: $1,109,838.00, award date: 7/1/2026, grant 
description: To support arts programs, services, and activities associated with carrying out 
the agency’s National Endowment for the Arts-approved strategic plan: July 1, 2026 – June 
30, 2027.

9. This grant cannot be used to match another federal grant. The grantee must also comply 
with the national policy requirements that govern all federal awards. These are listed on 
pages 44-48 of the NEA’s “General Terms and Conditions” document: GTC-
PARTNERSHIP-FY25-PLUS-Revised 10-21-25.pdf.

10. The grantee agrees to notify MAC in writing, submitting a Grant Change Form, to receive 
advance permission from the agency before making any changes in the personnel, 
activities, or budget of the project.

11. The grantee agrees to permit a review of the project, without charge, upon the request of 
any member of MAC’s Board of Commissioners or staff.

https://www.arts.gov/sites/default/files/gtc-partnership-fy25_-rev-10-21-25.pdf
https://www.arts.gov/sites/default/files/gtc-partnership-fy25_-rev-10-21-25.pdf


12. It is understood that funds, materials, property, or services provided directly or indirectly 
under this agreement shall not be used for any partisan political activity or promotion; 
activities of a primarily sectarian or religious nature; furthering the election or defeat of any 
candidate for public office; or to lobby members of the U.S. Congress or federal agencies.

13. The grantee agrees to recognize MAC and the National Endowment for the Art’s support in 
all published material or publicity about the project. The MAC and NEA logos should be 
used where possible. If logos are not being used, the recognition should read as follows: 
"This project is supported in part by funding from the Mississippi Arts Commission, a state 
agency, and in part from the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency." When 
written programs are not used, credit should be given verbally.

14. The grantee agrees to send “notes of thanks” to their federal and state representatives.

15. The grantee agrees to register for Paymode to receive electronic direct deposits, unless 
they have communicated with MAC that a check is preferred.

16. The grantee agrees to comply with the requirements set forth in MAC’s grant guidelines and 
with all other rules and regulations that may be adopted by the agency.

17. Upon receipt from MAC, the grantee will place their grant funds in an interest-bearing 
account. The grantee will return all interest over $100 earned on the grant funds to MAC 
(who will return the funds to the NEA). In accordance with federal cash management 
regulations, grantees are allowed to keep $100 or less in interest to cover administrative 
expenses.

18. The grantee agrees to comply with the requirements set forth in MAC’s grant guidelines and 
with all other rules and regulations that may be adopted by the agency.

The grant award will be made in two payments to the grantee. MAC will send 75% of the award upon 
receipt of contract. The remaining 25% will be made once the project is completed and the grantee 
submits a completed and correct final report form. 

The contract is made and entered on July 6, 2026.  Please sign and return this contract within 30 days 
to avoid cancellation of the grant.

____________________

Sandra Fields
Columbus Recreation Dept

David Lewis
Executive Director
Mississippi Arts Commission
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