
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
June 17, 2025 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, June 17, 2025 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin presided 
over the meeting and all Council Members were present, except Council Member 
Jones, who was absent. Also present were the General Counsel, the COO, the CFO, 
Assistant Police Chief Ward, HR Director, and all other Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Rev. Leonardo 
Dismukes to offer the Invocation.   
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
Councilwoman DiCicco requested to move Consent Agenda Items “C” and “D” to 
the Policy Agenda for discussion.   
 
Council Member Mickens requested to add “Discuss/Approve raising the salary 
for the Mayor’s position to the Policy Agenda. 
 
Council Member Mickens requested to add “Discuss Accounts Receivable 
position to the Executive Session Agenda.” 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Agenda as amended. 
Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. The Mayor called for discussion, 
and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, with a 
unanimous vote, 5/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF JUNE 3, 2025. 
 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
June 3, 2025. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
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IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Accept letter of retirement from the Building Official, effective June 26, 2025 
and approve compensation for unused, accrued vacation leave of up to 240 
hours. 
 

B. Approve request to advertise for the positions of Municipal Judge(s), Public 
Defender and City Prosecutor. 
 

C. Approve request for Mayor & City Council to attend the Tennessee-
Tombigbee Waterway Conference, to be held in Point Clear, AL, August 13-
15, 2025 and approve payment of registration, lodging, travel and meal 
expenses in the estimated amount of $1,568.36 per person. MOVED TO THE 
POLICY AGENDA. 
 

D. Approve request for Mayor & City Council to attend the Mississippi Policy 
Conference in Tunica, MS, August 7-10, 2025 and approve payment of 
registration, lodging, travel and meal expenses, in the estimated amount of 
$1,511.86 per person. MOVED TO THE POLICY AGENDA. 

 

E. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Landon Hill, to be 
reimbursed for the successful completion of his National Registry Exam, in 
the amount of $104.00. 

 

F. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel to get a background check 
and electronic fingerprinting for State EMS License in the amount of $75.00. 
 

G. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Kaelan Brownstein, to attend 
“Rope Rescue Awareness and Operations” class to be held in Jackson, MS, 
and approve payment of registration, lodging, use of city vehicle for travel and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, total estimated cost of $500.00. 
 

H. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Kameron Pearson, to attend 
“Haz-Mat Technician I” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of 
registration, lodging, use of city vehicle for travel and reimbursement of meal 
expenses, total estimated cost of $250.00.  

 

I. Approve request for CPD personnel: Johnny Vaughn, Kimberly Hayes and 
Chris Smith to attend the “Mississippi Command College” to be held in 
Oxford, MS and approve payment of registration, lodging, use of city vehicle 
for travel and reimbursement of meal expenses, total estimated cost of 
$3,930.00. 
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J. Approve permit request submitted by Jamar Meady to host a “Super Sunday 
Back to School Drive” to be held on July 13, 2025, from 12:00 p.m. until 7:00 
p.m. at 520 -14th Avenue South, blocking 14th Avenue South at 5th Street 
South and 6th Street South. 

 

K. Approve permit request submitted by LaNise Frison to host a “Burns Bottom 
Reunion” to be held on September 27, 2025, from 10:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. 
blocking 3rd Street North at 5th Avenue North, 6th Avenue North and 7th 
Avenue North. 

 

L. Approve request for CPD personnel, Mark Underwood, to attend a “MOS 
Instructor Workshop” to be held at Camp Shelby, MS, and approve payment 
of registration, lodging, use of city vehicle for travel and reimbursement of 
meal expenses, total estimated cost of $1,119.00. 

 

M. Ratify request for one (1) CPD personnel to attend “CIT Train the Trainer” to 
be held in West Point, MS, and approve travel in city vehicle. 

 
N. Recreation Employee, Dwight Smith, voluntary resigned by not showing up 

for work, effective June 17, 2025. 
 

O. Approve corrections to the minutes of the meetings of the Mayor and City 
Council Meeting of January 21, 2025 and February 18, 2025. (Documents will 
be added to the Minute Book). 
 

Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
amended. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion. All Council Members voted in favor of same. The motion carried with 
a unanimous vote, 5/0. 

 

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for June 
17, 2025 in the amount of $1,189,065.44. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion.  
 

 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried 5/0. 

 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 

A. Mayor Keith Gaskin asked Council Members if they had any announcements 
or comments. There were none at this time. 
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B. SPECIAL RECOGNITION – Act of Humanity 

 

• Martin Swanigan 

• William M. Clemons 

• Efrem Coleman 
 

Mayor Gaskin and Councilwoman DiCicco recognized three (3) Public Works 
employees: Martin Swanigan, Efrem Coleman and William M. Clemons, for 
acts of Humanity by assisting an elderly citizen who had fallen and remained 
with him until the ambulance arrived. The gentleman’s son-in-law provided 
them with a certificate and offered words of thanks and gratitude. Mr. 
Clemons was not present. 

 
C. Swearing in of one (1) Fire and Rescue Firefighter 

 

• Landon Hill 
 
Mayor Gaskin swore in Fire and Rescue personnel Landon Hill as he recited 
the Oath of Office. The Fire and Rescue Command Staff were also present 
and presented him with insignia and helmet.  

 

D. PROCLAMATION: Honoring Esteemed Kenny Wiegel  
 
Mayor Gaskin presented a proclamation to Building Official, Kenny Wiegel, 
who is retiring after rendering 29.75 years of dedicated service to the City of 
Columbus. Mr. Wiegel thanked the City of Columbus for the opportunity to 
serve in the capacity of Building Official. 
 

• Mayor Gaskin thanked everyone that supported Juneteenth 
celebration throughout the City and also thank City workers that 
assisted. 
 

• Mayor Gaskin remarked that this is his last Council Meeting as Mayor 
of the City of Columbus. Swearing-In/Inauguration Ceremony will be 
held Monday, June 30, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. at the upper level of the 
Trotter Convention Center. 

 

• Mayor Gaskin presented a Plaque to Mr. Kenneth Wiegel for 29.75 
years of service to the City of Columbus. 

 

• Mayor Gaskin presented a Plaque to Ms. Jacqueline DiCicco for four 
(4) years of public service as Councilwoman of Ward 6. 
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• Mayor Gaskin presented a Plaque to Mr. Pierre Beard for six (6) years 
of public service as Council Member of Ward 4. 

 

• Mayor Gaskin presented a Plaque to Mr. Joseph Mickens/Vice-Mayor 
for sixteen (16) years of public service as Council Member of Ward 2. 

 

• Mayor Gaskin announced that a Special Called meeting will be held 
Wednesday, June 25, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. in the City Hall Courtroom. 

 

• Council Member Beard offered words of thanks and appreciation as 
Council Member of Ward 4, stating that “it has been an honor to serve 
the City of Columbus.” 

 

• Councilwoman DiCicco thanked the citizens of Ward VI for their 
support and remarked, “I hope I made you proud.” 

 
DEPARTMENT HEADS’ MONTHLY REPORTS: 
 

E. Building Inspection – May 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for May 2025 
was presented. No action was taken. 

 
F. Columbus Fire and Rescue – May 2025 Monthly Report 

 
The Monthly Report from the Fire and Rescue Department for May 2025 was 
presented. No action was taken.  

 

G. Human Resources – May 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Department for May 2025 
was presented. No action was taken.  

 

H. Community Outreach – May 2025 Monthly Report 
The Monthly Report from the Community Outreach Department for May 2025 
was presented. No action was taken.  

 

I. Garage – May 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the City Garage for May 2025 was presented. No 
action was taken.  

 

J. Columbus Police Department – May 2025 Monthly Report 
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The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for May 2025 
was presented. No action was taken.  

 
K. Facilities – May 2025 Monthly Report 

 
The Monthly Report from the Convention Center, Cemeteries and Facilities 
for May 2025 was presented. No action was taken.  

 

L. Columbus Recreation Department – May 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Recreation Department for May 
2025 was presented. No action was taken.  

 

M. Code Enforcement – May 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for May 2025 
was presented. No action was taken.  

 

N. Planning & Community Development – May 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Planning and Community Development 
Department for May 2025 was presented. No action was taken.  

 

O. Municipal Court – May 2025 Monthly Report  
 
The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Department for May 2025 was 
presented. No action was taken.  

 
P. Public Works – May 2025 Monthly Report 

 
The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for May 2025 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

 
Q. Information Technology – May 2025 Monthly Report 

 
The Monthly Report from the I. T. Department for May 2025 was presented. 
No action was taken. 
 

R. FINANCE – May 2025 Monthly Report 
 
Jim Brigham, CFO, distributed the Monthly Financial Report for May 2025 
that includes the General Fund cash balance of $9,991,991.89, which is a 
decrease of $10,601,962.05 compared to the same time last year. The Sales 
Tax Receipts for May are $1,000,466.00, which is an increase of $62,554.00 
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compared to the same time last year. The balance in the Major Projects 
(ARPA) is $3,082,797.48, City-wide Park Improvement project has a balance 
of $1,113,608.88, Modernization Use Tax has a balance of $2,184,690.80, 
the Pedestrian Bridge Repair fund has a balance of $56,125.34 and the 
Amphitheater balance is $1,000,000.00. No action was taken 

 
S. Board Vacancies  

 
Jammie Garrett, COO, announced vacancies on Boards. 
 
CITY UTILITIES COMMISSION 
1 Vacancies, 5-Year Term, Brandy Gardner’s Term Expires 6/16/2025 and  
Appointments will be made June 17, 2025. 
 
APPLICANTS: 
Brandy Gardner 

 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to appoint Brandy Gardner to the 
City Utilities Commission for a 5-Year Term, until June 16, 2030, Council 
Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
MUNICIPAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
5 Vacancies, 4-Year Terms, all expire 6/30/2025.  
Penesha McDowell Harrison, Helen Pridmore, Beverly Odom, Julie C. 
Parker, and Linda J. Harris 
 
APPLICANTS: 
Penesha McDowell Harrison 
Jamonica Short 
 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT & APPEALS OF DEVELOPMENT CODES 
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Quinn Brislin’s Term Expires 7/02/2025. 
Appointment will be made July 1, 2025. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Quinn Brislin 

 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
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A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 
 
SB PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
  GLOBAL LLC 
c/o ORLIC LORENZO FRANCES 
1600 27th Street North 
Units: 2, 3, 5 & 15 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0166  Plumbing Systems & Fixtures 
      Interior Structure, Roofs & Drainage 
      Electrical Fixtures 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0166. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and also remarked that tenants have called the Inspection 
Department about unsanitary conditions and faulty plumbing and electrical in 
Unite: 2, 3, 5 & 15. Kenny Wiegel, Building Official, came forward and stated 
that the property owner has made some progress: Unit 3 had electrical issues 
and repairs have been made and extension cords have been removed; Unit 4 
– repairs have been made and the unit has been sprayed for insects; Unit 5 – 
the issues have been corrected, repairs have been made and remediated and 
Unit 15 is unoccupied, but the owner has added a new exterior door and 
repaired the roof. The Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, 
recommended a 45-day extension to allow the property owner to remediate 
the property. The property is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a 
menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  
Council Member Beard made a motion to give the property owner a 45-day 
extension to remediate the property. Ms. James also recommends that an 
Order be issued for the property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and remove 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Mickens seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
GENESIS REAL ESTATE OF COLUMBUS LLC 
175 Pandora Drive 
CASE NUMBER: 25-0172  Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage 
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This Case Number was removed from the Docket. 
 
THOMAS L. ALEXANDER ETAL,  
SILAS ALEXANDER / CURTIS ALEXANDER 
ANDREW ALEXANDER / JOEL ALEXANDER  
ELIZABETH GATES / VIRGINIA CRAWFORD 
CHARLES ALEXANDER 
1616 22nd Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0173  Abandoned Structure 
      Closing of Vacant Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0173. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilwoman 
Stewart made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member 
Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
LISA EALY 
127 Kermit Street 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0176  Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0176. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilwoman 
Stewart made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
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twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member 
Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
RICHARD C. YOUNG / CREOLA DUFF YOUNG 
2024 College Street 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0369  Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0369.  Mr. Richard C. Young 
and Ms. Creola Duff Young appeared and requested additional time to 
remediate the property, stating that they have been focused on the exterior of 
the structure, will now begin on the interior and requested six (6) months’ 
extension. The Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, stated that the 
Council normally give a 45-day extension and will monitor progress, and 
recommended a 45-day extension to allow the property owner to remediate 
the property. Ms. James also stated that the property owners can call in after 
the 45 days have expired and request another extension. The property is in 
such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 
21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to 
give the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property. Ms. 
James also recommends that an Order be issued for the property in 
accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating the City 
may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more 
times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and 
cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and other 
debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0 
 
$250.00 OR LESS CASES: 
 
Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented nineteen (19) cases, 
$250.00 or less for adjudication. Council Member Beard made a motion to 
accept the notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be 
adjudicated according to statute. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
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The motion carried 6/0. 
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B. Discuss/Approve of part-time Building Inspector to full-time Building 
Inspector/Zoning and Flood Administrator/Address Coordinator, 
effective June 30, 2025. 

 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the request to promote 
 part-time Building Inspector, Nathan Katona, to full-time Building 
Inspector/Zoning and Flood Administrator/Address Coordinator at $74, 
276.54 annually, effective June 30, 2025. Council Member Greene seconded 
the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

C. Discuss/Approve Acceptance of FAA AIG Grant, in the amount of 
$94,297.00 for the Box Hangar at Columbus-Lowndes County Airport. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the acceptance of FAA 
AIG Grant, in the amount of $94,297.00 for the Box Hangar at Columbus-
Lowndes County Airport. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
The supporting documents follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE WAS LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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D. Discuss/Approve Acceptance of MDOT Multi-Modal Grant in the amount 
of $355,611.00 for the construction of an open hangar at Columbus-
Lowndes County Airport.   
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Acceptance of MDOT 
Multi-Modal Grant in the amount of $355,611.00 for the construction of an 
open hangar at Columbus-Lowndes County Airport, with the City and County 
sharing 50% of $177,805.50. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOLLOW: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(This space left blank intentionally) 
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E. Discuss/Approve Accepting the Safe Streets for All Study. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to Accept the Safe Streets for All 
Study. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. Upon the roll call vote, 
the results were as follows: 
 
  Council Member Stewart  voted: YEA 
  Council Member Mickens  voted: YEA 
  Council Member Greene  voted: YEA 
  Council Member Beard  voted: YEA 
  Council Member Jones  voted: ABSENT 
  Council Member DiCicco  voted: YEA 
 
The Mayor then announced that the motion carried and the Safe Streets for 
All Study accepted, this the  17th  day of  June    , 2025. 
 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOLLOW: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(This space left blank intentionally) 
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F. Discuss/Approve Resolution Supporting the Safe Streets/Roads for All 

(SS4A) Implementation Grant Application for the City of Columbus, MS.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Resolution Supporting 
the Safe Streets/Roads for All (SS4A) Implementation Grant Application for 
the City of Columbus, MS, which is an 80/20 match due in two (2) years. 
Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion that the foregoing Resolution 
be adopted.  
 
Upon the roll call vote, the results were as follows: 
 

Council Member Stewart  voted: YEA 
  Council Member Mickens  voted: YEA 
  Council Member Greene  voted: YEA 
  Council Member Beard  voted: YEA 
  Council Member Jones  voted: ABSENT 
  Council Member DiCicco  voted: YEA 
 
The Mayor then announced that the motion carried and the Safe Streets for 
All Study accepted, this the  17th  day of  June    , 2025. 
 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOLLOW: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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G. Discuss/Approve the promotion of one (1) Columbus Fire and Rescue 
personnel from Probation Firefighter to Certified Firefighter, effective 
June 23, 2025.  

 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the promotion of one (1) 
Columbus Fire and Rescue personnel from Probation Firefighter to Certified 
Firefighter with the appropriate pay increase, effective June 23, 2025. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 

 
H. Discuss/Approve the purchase of turnout coats, pants, and boots for 

$31,138.88 (MS State Contract #8200078721). Insurance Rebate Funds 
have been approved for this purchase.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the purchase of turnout 
coats, pants, and boots for $31,138.88 (MS State Contract #8200078721). 
Insurance Rebate Funds have been approved for this purchase.  
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  

 

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

I. Discuss/Approve Request to hire one (1) Police Officer, contingent on 
successful completion of all preliminary testing.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to hire Makhel A. Tart as a Police 
Officer, contingent on successful completion of all preliminary testing.  
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0.  

 
J. Discuss/Approve request to fill vacant Street Sweeper position, 

pending successful completion of all preliminary testing.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to hire Caesar Sherrod as a Street 
Sweeper at $17.00 per hour, pending successful completion of all 
preliminary testing. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JUNE 17, 2025 
 

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 

 
K. Discuss/Approve Resolution Amending the Municipal Budget for the 

Fiscal Year Ending September 30, 2025. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Resolution Amending 
the Municipal Budget for the Fiscal Year Ending September 30, 2025. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion that the foregoing Resolution 
be adopted.  
 
Upon the roll call vote, the results were as follows: 
 

Council Member Stewart  voted: YEA 
  Council Member Mickens  voted: YEA 
  Council Member Greene  voted: YEA 
  Council Member Beard  voted: YEA 
  Council Member Jones  voted: ABSENT 
  Council Member DiCicco  voted: YEA 
 
The Mayor then announced that the motion carried and the Safe Streets for 
All Study accepted, this the  17th  day of  June    , 2025. 
 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOLLOW: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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L. Discuss/Approve Resolution to Support MUW’s Foundation in its 

Efforts to Maintain MSMS (Mississippi School for Mathematics and 
Science) on the MUW Campus.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Resolution to Support 
MUW’s Foundation in its Efforts to Maintain MSMS (Mississippi School for 
Mathematics and Science) on the MUW Campus. Councilwoman DiCicco 
seconded the motion that the foregoing Resolution be adopted.  
 
Upon the roll call vote, the results were as follows: 
 

Council Member Stewart  voted: YEA 
  Council Member Mickens  voted: YEA 
  Council Member Greene  voted: YEA 
  Council Member Beard  voted: YEA 
  Council Member Jones  voted: ABSENT 
  Council Member DiCicco  voted: YEA 
 
The Mayor then announced that the motion carried and the Safe Streets for 
All Study accepted, this the  17th  day of  June    , 2025. 
 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOLLOW: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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THE NEXT TWO (2) ITEMS WERE MOVED FROM THE CONSENT 
AGENDA FOR DISCUSSION: 

 
M. Approve request for Mayor & City Council to attend the Tennessee-

Tombigbee Waterway Conference, to be held in Point Clear, AL, August 
13-15, 2025 and approve payment of registration, lodging, travel and 
meal expenses in the estimated amount of $1,568.36 per person. 

 
N. Approve request for Mayor & City Council to attend the Mississippi 

Policy Conference in Tunica, MS, August 7-10, 2025 and approve 
payment of registration, lodging, travel and meal expenses, in the 
estimated amount of $1,511.86 per person. 

 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Council Member Mickens made a substitute motion to approve Policy 
Agenda Items “M” and “N.” Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
Council Members Stewart, Mickens, Greene and Beard voted in favor of the 
substitute motion. Councilwoman DiCicco opposed the motion. 
 
The motion carried 4/1. 
 

O. Discuss/Approve raising the salary for the Mayor’s position. 
 

Council Member Mickens made a motion to increase the salary for the 
position of Mayor to $120,000.00.  
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Council Member Greene made a substitute motion to table this request until 
the next Council Meeting. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion.  
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Council Member Beard made a substitute motion to increase the salary for 
the position of Mayor to $107,000.00. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 
Council Members Stewart, Mickens and Beard voted in favor of the motion. 
Council Members Greene and DiCicco opposed the motion. 
 
The motion carried 3/2. 
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CLOSED DETERMINATION: 

 
 Council Member Beard made a motion to go into closed session to determine 

whether it is necessary to go into Executive Session. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion.  

 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 

  
All members of the public, with the exception of the Mayor, the Council, the COO 
the CFO, General Counsel, Assistant Police Chief Ward and the HR Director, 
exited the meeting. 
 
Mayor Gaskin apprised the Council of one (1) Personnel Matter, one (1) Pending 
Litigation Matter, and remarked that these matters warrant being heard in 
Executive Session pursuant to Section 25-41-7 (4)(a) of the Open Meetings Act. 

 
IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to go in Executive Session to discuss one 
(1) personnel matter and one (1) pending litigation matter. Council Greene 
seconded the motion. 
 

       All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 5/0. 
  
      Assistant Police Ward announced to the general public outside the Council  

     Chambers that the Council was going into Executive Session to discuss one (1)   
     personnel matter and one (1) pending litigation matter. 

 
PENDING LITIGATION MATTER: 
General Counsel Turnage updated the Mayor and Council on a pending litigation 
matter and recommended rescinding the Council’s previous vote to deny the 
permits A T & T requested to construct a tower. Council Member Beard made a 
motion to rescind the previous vote of the Council to deny the permits A T & T 
requested to construct a tower. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion except Councilwoman DiCicco, 
who opposed. 
 
The motion carried 4/1. 
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PERSONNEL MATTER 
Council Member Mickens asked about a position in the Finance and 
Administration Department that the Council voted to fill in May 2025. CFO 
Brigham remarked that interviews were conducted and a recommendation was 
made to hire one (1) of the applicants. Afterwards, when the HR Director 
attempted to contact the applicant, she was unsuccessful. 
 
Council Member Mickens then asked about the Accounts Payable vacancy and 
suggested to extend the position to Employee, I. D. Number 1372 at $18.00 per 
hour. This employee returned to work the first week in March 2025 following an 
extensive medical leave of absence, on a light-duty basis with strict instructions 
stating that she should not work in a stressful position. A status report on her 
condition has not been provided. Council Member Greene made a motion to 
table this request. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion. 
 
Council Members Stewart, Greene, Beard and DiCicco voted in favor of the 
motion. Council Member Mickens opposed the motion. 
 
The motion carried 4/1. 

 
OPEN SESSION: 

 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to end the discussion of these matters  
and return to Open Session. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
The Assistant Police Chief then announced to the general public outside the 
Council Chambers that the Council was back in Open Session. 
 
 
The General Counsel announced that the Mayor and Council considered one (1) 
Personnel Matter in Executive Session and voted to table the request to move an 
employee in the Accounts Payable position and discussed one (1) Pending 
Litigation matter involving previous action of the Council regarding A T & T and 
voted to rescind its previous vote of the Council to deny the permits A T & T 
requested to construct a tower.  
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ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, the Mayor announced that the meeting was 

ADJOURNED. 

 
 
 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 

.  
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