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MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
July 1, 2025 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, July 1, 2025 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Stephen Jones presided 
over the meeting and all Council Members were present. Also present were the General 
Counsel, the COO, CFO, the Police Chief, HR Director, and all other Department 
Heads. Former Mayor, Keith Gaskin, passed the gavel to newly elected Mayor, Stephen 
T. Jones. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION: 
 
Mayor jones called the meeting to order and called on Chief Joseph Daughtry to 
offer the Invocation.   
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Agenda as prepared. 
Councilman Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR THE SPECIAL CALLED MEETING OF 
JUNE 26, 2025. 

 
Councilman Spears made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Special Called 
Meeting of June 26, 2025. Councilwoman Harris seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for July 1, 
2025 in the amount of $371,313.55. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion.  
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 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried 6/0. 

 

V. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve reappointment of Gary “Street” Goodwin, Esq. as Interim Municipal 
Court Judge. 
 

B. Approve reappointment of Nicole Clinkscales, Esq. as Interim City 
Prosecutor. 

 

C. Approve reappointment of Amanda Meadows, Esq. as Interim Public 
Defender.  

 

D. Approve request to advertise for the positions of Court Administrator, Deputy 
Court and Court Clerk. 

 
E. Approve renewing surety bonds for Councilwoman Ethel Stewart, Ward I, 

Councilman Rusty Greene, Ward III, Chief Operating Officer Jammie Garrett, 
Chief Financial Officer/City Clerk James Brigham and Accountant Linda 
Holliman. 

 

F. Approve surety bonds for Mayor Stephen Jones, Councilman Roderick Smith, 
Ward II, Councilwoman Lavonne L. Harris, Ward IV, Councilman Gregory 
Jefferson, Ward V, Councilman Jason Spears, Ward VI, Deputy City Clerk, 
Patricia Mitchell, Recreation Director Greg Lewis, Court Administrator, 
Facilities Director Rogena Bonner, Building Inspector Nathan Katona, and 
Landfill Scale Operator. 
 

G. Approve expenditure request of $3,000.00 for five (5) sites ($600.00 per site) 
for the August 5, 2025 National Night Out on Crime, with funds to be taken 
from Advertising City Resources, 001-004-695, pursuant to Section 17-3-1 of 
the Mississippi Code, which finds that said amount is a legitimate expense 
that will advertise and bring into favorable notice the opportunities, 
possibilities and resources to the City of Columbus. 

 
H. Approve request to accept donation of (1) utility trailer from Keep Mississippi 

Beautiful for the Code Enforcement department. 
 

I. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Baron McKee, to attend 
“NFPA 1041 Fire Service Instructor” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve 
payment of registration, lodging, use of city vehicle for travel, reimbursement 
of meal expenses and any other expenses, total estimated cost is $500.00. 
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J. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel: Preston Long and DeAndra 
Lewis, to attend “Haz-Mat Awareness and Operations (A & O)” to be held in 
Jackson, MS, and approve payment of registration, lodging, use of city 
vehicle for travel, and reimbursement of meal expenses, total estimated cost 
of $400.00. 

 

K. Approve request four (4) Fire and Rescue personnel: Dalton Cook, Colton 
Birmingham, Tavonta Macon and Zachary Anderson, to attend “Emergency 
Medical Technician (EMT) review course” to be held in Jackson, MS, and 
approve payment of registration, lodging, use of city vehicle for travel and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, total estimated cost of $250.00. 

 

L. Approve request for Victims’ Advocate, Dorothy Sanders, to attend “Apply 
Yourself Advocacy Convening 2025” to be held in Biloxi, MS and approve 
travel expenses in the amount of $358.40. 

 

M. Approve request for Crime Lab Director, Claudette Gilman, to attend “Digital 
Forensics” via an on-line self-paced course with a registration fee of 
$3,499.00. 

 

N. Approve permit request submitted by Sharon Jones, on behalf of Paroled 2 
Pride and 15th Street Church, to host a “Back to School Drive” to be held on 
July 18, 2025, from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at 15th Street Church, 917 – 
15th Street North, blocking 15th Street North at 9th and 10th Avenue North. See 
attached flyer. 

 

O. Approve request for CPD personnel, Jaylan Barry, to attend “Search/Arrest 
Warrant Service Operator Level 1” to be held in Meridian, MS, and approve 
use of city vehicle for travel and reimbursement of meal expenses, total 
estimated cost of $186.00. 

 

P. Approve request for CPD personnel to attend “Executing Search Warrants” to 
be held in Meridian, MS and approve use of city vehicle for travel and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, total estimated cost of $186.00. 

 

Q. Approve request for CPD personnel: Bryan Moore and Kimberly Hayes, to 
attend “NOBLE 49th Annual Training Conference” to be held in Hollywood, FL, 
and approve payment of registration, use of city vehicle for travel, lodging and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, total estimated cost of $5,368.00. 

 

R. Ratify permit request submitted by Angela Verdell, on behalf of Stephen 
Chapel M. B. Church, to host “Vacation Bible School” held on June 27, 2025 
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from 5:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m., blocking Joe Lee Peoples Loop at 6th and 7th 
Avenue North. 

 

S. Request for Interim Planner, George Irby, to attend the Tenn-Tom Waterway 
Development Council Annual Meeting, to be held in Point Clear, AL at a cost 
of $1,363.00, plus additional transportation cost. 

 

T. Accept letter of Resignation from Court Administrator, Wendy Blunt, effective 
July 14, 2025, and approve compensation of unused vacation leave, up to 
240 hours. 

 

U. Accept voluntary resignation from Stephanie Buchanan. 
 

V. Approve Facilities Usage Permit for Southside Blues Festival. 
 

W. Approve Facilities Usage Permit for Sim Scott.  
 

Councilman Spears made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Councilwoman Harris seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion. There being no other discussion, all Council Members voted in favor 
of same, with a unanimous vote, 6/0. 

 
 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 

A. COMMENTS FROM MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
Mayor Jones asked members of the Council if they had any remarks or 
announcements. There were none. 
 
Mayor Jones offered the following announcements: 

• The City of Columbus has a “No Fireworks” Ordinance in the City of 
Columbus prohibiting citizens from firing fireworks. 
 

• Fireworks on the Water will be held at the Lock and Dam on July 4, 
2025. Gates will open at 5:00 p.m. and the Fireworks show will begin 
at dark. 

 

• The Southside Festival will be held July 3 – 5, 2025. Citizens are 
encouraged to attend. 

 
B. SPECIAL RECOGNITION – Barbara Bigelow 
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Mayor Jones presented a Proclamation to Ms. Barbara Bigelow, Director of 
Main Street, honoring her for pouring out her love and adoration to the heart 
of downtown Columbus named the recipient of the Charles Beasley 
Outstanding Director of the Year and Scholarship Award by Mississippi Main 
Street.  

 
C. Board Vacancies 

 
Jammie Garrett, COO, announced vacancies on various boards, as follows: 

 
MUNICIPAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
5 Vacancies, 4-Year Terms, all terms expire 6/30/2025. 
Appointments will be made July 1, 2025. 
 
APPLICANTS: 
Penesha McDowell Harrison 
Jamonica Short 
Robert Raymond 
Linda Harris 
Gail Clark 
Josh Clemons 
Irma Moore 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to reappoint Penesha McDowell 
Harrison and Linda Harris to the Municipal Election Commission for a 4-
Year Term, until June 30, 2029. Councilman Smith seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Councilman Spears made a motion to appoint Josh Clemons to the 
Municipal Election Commission for a 4-Year Term, until June 30, 2029. 
Councilman Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Councilwoman Harris made a motion to appoint Gail Clark to the 
Municipal Election Commission for a 4-Year Term, until June 30, 2029. 
Councilman Smith seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Councilman Smith made a motion to appoint Irma Moore to the Municipal 
Election Commission for a 4-Year Term, until June 30, 2029. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT & APPEALS OF DEVELOPMENT CODES 
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Quinn Brislin’s Term Expires 7/02/2025. 
Appointment will be made July 1, 2025. 
 
APPLICANT 
Quinn Brislin 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to reappoint Quinn Brislin to the 
Board of Adjustment & Appeals of Development Codes for a 3-Year Term, 
until July 2, 2028. Councilman Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU 
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Term expires 3/03/2026. Whirlie Byrd resigned 
June 17, 2025. 
Appointment to fill the unexpired term will be made August 5, 2025. 
 
APPLICANT 
David Armstrong 
 
REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Term expires 9/05/2027. Jason Spears resigned 
June 27, 2025. 
Appointment to fill the unexpired term will be made August 5, 2025. 
APPLICANT 
There are no applicants at this time. 
 
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 
A. CARL A. LEE – Economic Development / Environmental Concerns 
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Carl Lee was not present. 
 

B. GEORGE LOWE – Community Development Survey Data 
 
George Lowe appeared before the Mayor and Council and congratulated 
the Mayor and newly elected council members for a successful 
campaign. Mr. Lowe thanked everyone that completed the surveys he 
launched regarding Community Development and published the results of 
same to the Mayor and City Council.  
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 

A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 
 
JAMES U. CONNER / WILLTTA CONNER 
127 Gaylane Drive 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0174  Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage  
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0174.  No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has 
made improvements to the conditions of the property and recommended 
giving the property owner a 10-day extension to remediate the property. The 
property is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart 
made a motion to give the property owner a 10-day extension to remediate 
the property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Councilman Spears seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0 
 
 
TUPAC O’NEAL 
512 18th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0188  Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0188. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
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Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilman Greene 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, 
and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0 
 
 
ROBERT RAYMOND 
520 7th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0189  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0189. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilman Greene 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, 
and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
MARIO MURRAY 
917 17th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0192    Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0192. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
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Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilman Greene 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, 
and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0 
 
JEFFREY CARTER ENTERPRISES LLC 
279 Pandora Drive 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0204  Overgrown Lot 

Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0192. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilman Greene 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, 
and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0 
 

 
$250.00 OR LESS CASES: 
 
Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented seven (10) cases, 
$250.00 or less for adjudication. Councilman Greene made a motion to 
accept the notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 or less to be 
adjudicated according to statute. Councilwoman Harris seconded the motion.  
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE LIST FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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B. Discuss/Approve Awarding Bluecutt & Leigh Drive Signal 

Improvements bid to the lowest responsive bidder to Powell 
Construction Services, Inc., in the amount of $261,340.00.  
 
Councilman Greene made a motion to award the bid for Bluecutt & Leigh 
Drive Signal Improvements to the lowest responsive bidder to Powell 
Construction Services, Inc., in the amount of $261,340.00. Use Tax Funds 
may be used for this project. Councilwoman Harris seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOLLOW: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 1, 2025 
 

 
40476309v1 

 
 
 
 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 1, 2025 
 

 
40476309v1 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 1, 2025 
 

 
40476309v1 

C. Discuss/Approve request to apply for a Mississippi Emergency 
Management Agency Building Generator Grant in the amount of 
$223,934.00. If awarded, the 25% match will be $55,983.50.  

 
Councilman Greene made a motion to approve the request to apply for a 
Mississippi Emergency Management Agency Building Generator Grant in the 
amount of $223,934.00. If awarded, the 25% match will be $55,983.50. The 
city’s matching funds will be taken from the Fire Rebate fund. Councilwoman 
Harris seconded the motion. 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 

 

D. Discuss/Approve request to hire two (2) Seasonal Workers for 
Community Outreach 

 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the request to hire Chase 
A. Bailey and Jaden Potlow as Seasonal Workers for Community Outreach 
at an hourly rate of $15.00. Councilman Smith seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

E. Discuss/Approve Agreement for Engineering Services 
 
Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the Agreement between Neel-
Schaffer, Inc. and the City of Columbus for Engineering Services. Councilwoman 
Harris seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE AGREEMENT FOLLOWS: 
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F. Discuss/approve the Appointment of one (1) City Council Member to 
the Columbus-Lowndes County Airport Board 
 
Councilman Spears made a motion to Appoint Councilwoman Stewart to the 
Columbus-Lowndes County Airport Board. Councilwoman Harris seconded 
the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve selection of Vice-Mayor 
 
Councilwoman Harris made a motion to appoint Councilwoman Stewart as 
Vice-Mayor. Councilman Smith seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
 CLOSED DETERMINATION: 
 Councilman Spears made a motion to go into closed session to determine whether 

it is necessary to go into Executive Session. Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion.  

 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

  
All members of the public, except for the Mayor, the Council, the COO, the CFO, 
General Counsel, and the HR Director, exited the meeting. 
 
Mayor Jones apprised the Council of one (1) personnel matter and remarked that 
this matter warrants being heard in Executive Session pursuant to Section 25-41-
7 (4)(a) of the Open Meetings Act. 

 
IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 
Councilman Smith made a motion to go in Executive Session to discuss one (1) 
personnel matter regarding job performance of an applicant for employment and 
remarked that this matter warrants being heard in Executive Session pursuant to 
Section 25-41-7 (4)(a) of the Open Meetings Act. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 
 

       All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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The motion carried 6/0. 

  
Councilman Smith announced to the general public outside the Council 
Chambers that the Council was going into Executive Session to discuss one (1) 
personnel matter related to job performance of a particular person.  

      
 
PERSONNEL  MATTER (1) 
The matter of personnel to come before the Mayor and Council involved a 
discussion whether to hire Jeffrey Turnage as a full-time employee to serve as 
General Counsel to the City and to also serve as General Counsel to the 
Columbus Redevelopment Authority, subject to its board’s approval. The Council 
discussed an annualized salary of $145,000 to perform those duties. Mr. Turnage 
stated that he would waive PERS benefits as well as fees for issuance of 
municipal bonds. Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to hire Jeffrey Turnage 
as a full time employee in the position of General Counsel to the City and 
Redevelopment Authority at an annualized salary of $145,000 as soon as he can 
transition from his private practice to full time employment with the City, but no 
later than August 31, 2025 with the understanding that he was waiving PERS 
and fees for issuance of municipal bonds and that in the interim period the City 
continue with the engagement of Jeff Turnage and Mitchell McNutt under the 
same terms.  Councilman Smith seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 
 The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 OPEN SESSION: 
 

Councilman Spears made a motion to end the discussion of this matter and  
return to Open Session. Councilwoman Harris seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Councilman Smith then announced to the general public outside the Council 
Chambers that the Council was back in Open Session. 
 
 
The General Counsel announced that the Mayor and Council considered one (1) 
personnel matter in Executive Session and voted to hire an In-House Attorney to 
perform legal services.  
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ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Mayor Jones then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Councilman Spears made a motion to 

adjourn. Councilwoman Harris seconded the motion.  

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 

 
 

 Approved by:             
            Stephen Jones, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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