
SPECIAL MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
December 2, 2025 

5:00 P.M. 
 

The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, December 2, 2025 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Jones was absent. 
Vice-Mayor Ethel Stewart presided over the meeting and all Council Members were 
present. Also present were the General Counsel, the COO, CFO, the Police Chief, HR 
Director, and all other 
Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
 
Vice-Mayor Ethel Stewart called the meeting to order and called upon Rev. 
Jacquise Frierson, pastor of Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church of Columbus, to 
offer the Invocation. 
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
There were no changes to the Agenda; therefore, no action was taken.. 
 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 
 
A. Approve Minutes for Work Session of November 12, 2025. 
B. Approve Minutes for Meeting of November 18, 2025. 
C. Approve Minutes for Special Meeting of November 20, 2025. 

 
Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Work 
Session of November 12, 2025; Minutes for the Regular Meeting of November 
18, 2025 and Minutes for the Special Meeting of November 20, 2025. Council 
Member Harris seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

IV. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS 
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Councilman Spears made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
December 2, 2025 in the amount of $268,962.63. Councilman Harris seconded 
the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Approve request for CPD Police Chief, Joseph Daughtry and Assistant Police 
Chief, Garland Ward, to attend the “MS Association of Chiefs of Police 2025 
Winter Educational Conference” to be held in Oxford, MS and approve 
payment for registration, use of City vehicle for travel, lodging and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, estimated cost totaling $1,323.00 each. 
 

B. Accept letter of retirement from Fire and Rescue personnel, Todd Graham, 
effective February 1, 2026 and approve compensation of unused vacation 
leave up to 240 hours as permitted by PERS. 
 

C. Approve request for CPD Police Chief, Joseph Daughtry, to attend the “2026 
Mississippi Municipal League Mid-Winter Conference” to be held in Jackson, 
MS and approve payment of registration, use of City vehicle for travel, and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, estimated cost totaling $504.00. 

 
D. Approve temporary Traffic and Pedestrian Safety Improvements along Main 

Street from 4th Street to 7th Street and pay the cost of $16,215.80 for the all 
crosswalks & double yellow lines on the North side and $6,251.20 on the 
South side from Special Projects Account. Supporting documents follow. 
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E. Approve the allocation of $1,000,000.00 for Phase 3 Construction of the 
Senator Terry Brown Amphitheater. 

 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOLLOW: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



MEETING OF  
THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 2, 2025 
 
 

 

 
 



MEETING OF  
THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 2, 2025 
 
 

 
 



MEETING OF  
THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 2, 2025 
 
 

 
 



MEETING OF  
THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 2, 2025 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEETING OF  
THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 2, 2025 
 
 



MEETING OF  
THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 2, 2025 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEETING OF  
THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 2, 2025 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEETING OF  
THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 2, 2025 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



MEETING OF  
THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
DECEMBER 2, 2025 
 
 

F. Approve Architectural and Engineering Service Agreement for Phase 3 
construction of the Senator Terry Brown Amphitheater. Supporting 
documents follow. 
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G. Approve rejection of Phase 3 Bids for the Senator Terry Brown Amphitheater 
and approve rebid for Phase 3 Construction. 
 

H. Approve payment to Collum Construction, LLC for Payment Request No. 3 in 
the amount of $148,005.09 to be taken from ARPA funding for drainage 
improvements. Supporting documents follow. 
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Councilman Spears made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Council Member Jefferson seconded the motion. Vice-Mayor Stewart 
called for discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor 
of same, with a unanimous vote. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 

  
VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 

 
A. Comments from Mayor and Council 

 

• Vice-Mayor Stewart made the following announcements: 
 

• On behalf of Mayor Jones and Council Members, we thank everyone 
for coming out to the Annual Christmas Tree Lighting on December 3, 
2025. We also encourage citizens to participate in all of the upcoming 
Christmas Festivities and show our support.  
 

• Council Member Jefferson reported that he and Council Member Harris 
participated in a Conference offered by the MSU Extension Center for 
Government and Community Development: Fall CMO Class-
Foundations of Municipal Government. This training covered duties & 
responsibilities of Elected Officials, Budgeting, Open Meetings Public 
Records and Purchasing.  The training was very informative, and we 
brought back a wealth of knowledge. 

 

• Council Member Smith thanked Mayor Jones, CFO Brigham, and 
Engineer Kevin Stafford for the approval of Item “H” on the Consent 
Agenda for approving funding for drainage improvements in Ward II. 

 
B. BOARD VACANCIES 

 
COO Jammie Garrett apprised the Council of a vacancy on the Golden 
Triangle Regional Waste Management Authority Board. 
 
GOLDEN TRIANGLE REGIONAL WASTE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 
1 Vacancy, Robert Smith’s 4-Year Term expires 12/31/2025. 
 Appointment will be made January 6, 2026. 
 
APPLICANT(S). 
Robert Smith 
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 
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     None 

 
VIII. POLICY AGENDA 

 
A. Discuss/Approve Allocating remaining ARPA drainage funds for the 

Highway 45 Ditch Improvements and Summerhaven Drive Drainage, 
allowing Modernization Tax funding to apply to each respective Ward’s 
Paving Budget. 
 
Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the allocation of the 
remaining ARPA drainage funds for the Highway 45 Ditch Improvements and 
Summerhaven Drive Drainage, allowing Infrastructure Modernization Act Tax 
funding to apply to each respective Ward’s Paving Budget. in the amount of 
$238,000.00 to the lowest responsive bidder, Pace  Excavating, LLC. Council 
Member Harris seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
  

B. Consideration to accept bid for Highway 45 South Drainage project 
work. 
 
Council Member Spears made a motion to accept and award the bid for the 
Highway 45 South Drainage project work to Pace Excavating, LLC, the lowest 
and best bidder, in the amount of $238,000.00. Council Member Jefferson 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
Supporting documents follow: 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
The Vice-Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Vice-Mayor Stewart announced that the meeting was 

ADJOURNED.  

 
 
 

 Approved by:             
      Ethel Stewart, Vice-Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 
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