
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
November 4, 2025 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday November 4, 2025 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Stephen Jones 
presided over the meeting and all Council Members were present. Also present were 
the General Counsel, the COO, CFO, the Police Chief, HR Director, and all other 
Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
 
Mayor Stephen Jones called the meeting to order and called upon Rev. Stanley 
McCrary, pastor of Friendship M. B. Church, to offer the Invocation. 

 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 

Council Member Harris made a motion to approve the Agenda as prepared. 
Council Member Jefferson seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 
 
A. Approve Minutes for Special Meeting of October 15, 2025. 
B. Approve Minutes for Meeting of October 21, 2025. 

 
Council Member Stewart made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Special 
Meeting of October 15, 2025 and the Regular Meeting of October 21, 2025. 
Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS 
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Council Member Spears made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
November 4, 2025 in the amount of $250,956.12. Council Member Harris 
seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Personnel, Colton Birmingham, to 
attend “Hazardous Materials Technician” to be held in Jackson, MS, and 
approve payment of registration, lodging, use of City vehicle for travel, and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, total estimated cost of $235.00. 
 

B. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Personnel: Chief Duane Hughes, 
Training Chief Alan Lewis, Battalion Chief Wes Mims, and Captains Joe 
Denton and Damon Estes to attend “NFPA 1001 Graduation” to be held in 
Jackson, MS, and approve payment of registration, use of City vehicle for 
travel and reimbursement of meal expenses, total estimated cost of $175.00. 

 

C. Approve uncontested two (2) day suspension without pay for CPD Employee, 
I. D. 1635 for a chargeable accident, pursuant to the guidelines. 

 
Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Council Member Harris seconded the motion. Mayor Jones called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote. 

  
VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 

 
A. Comments from Mayor and Council 

 

• Mayor Jones reminded the public of the Veterans Day Parade, 
scheduled for Saturday, November 8, 2025. The Parade line-up will 
begin at 9:00 a.m. and the Parade will begin at 10:00 a.m. the 
Municipal Complex and will end at the Lowndes County Courthouse 
and wreath laying will be held at 11:00.  
 

• With the exception of Emergency Personnel, City Offices will be closed 
November 11, 2025 in observance of Veterans Day. 
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B. Swearing In of nine (9) CPD Officers and one (1) Honorary Chaplain 
 
Chief Daughtry came forth and presented six (6) new CPD Officers that 
recently completed twelve (12) weeks of training at the Tupelo Police 
Academy, two (2) returning Certified Officers, one (1) returning Part-Time 
Officer and Mayor Stephen Jones swore the Officers in while they recited 
the Oath of Office.  
 

• Alexander Vaughn 

• Laketa Williams (Rehire) 

• Dyana Weston 

• Jalin Smith 

• Briunna Hardy 

• Breanna Williams 

• Makhal Tart 

• Quartez Temple (Rehire) 

• Ronald Richardson (Part-Time) 
 

Mayor Jones then swore in Bennie Coleman as Honorary Chaplain and he 
recited the Oath of Office.  

 
  Chief Daughtry recognized two (2) sisters that were sworn in: Laketa  

Williams and Breanna Williams.  
 

C. Update on Highway 45 North Drainage project 
 
Council Member Spears updated the Mayor and Council on Highway 45 
North Drainage Project, beginning with the west side of Hwy. 45 at Holly 
Hills Road and moving south and the east side of Hwy. 45 near Bank of 
Commerce and Bluecutt Road moving south.  City Engineer Kevin 
Stafford of Neel-Schaffer, Inc. came forward and elaborated on the 
project, stating that bids are scheduled to be opened at City Hall 
November 20, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. and will be discussed at the November 
26 Work Session and hopefully we can make a recommendation for 
approval prior to the end of  December. Providing the weather cooperates 
during the winter, the project should take approximately 90 days to 
complete.  
 
 

D. Discussion of Public Works Ward Scheduling for project planning 
 
Council Member Spears remarked that he continues to receive great 
reviews about Public Works and the work they are performing and 
continued by stating that since grass cutting will be ending, what is being 
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done to ensure that projects are lined up for each ward. The Public Works 
Director was not present. The Assistant Public Works Director, Bennie 
Coleman, came forward and shared how they are rotating crews in all 
wards to perform much needed projects. COO Garrett remarked that she 
and the I. T. Director are working on a program that will address 
computerized scheduling for certain projects so that the Council and the 
public may be better informed. 
 

E. BOARD VACANCIES 
 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
1 Vacancy, Jarvis Fenster’s 3-Year Term will expire 11/19/2025. 
Appointment will be made November 18, 2025. 
 
COLUMBUS-LOWNDES LIBRARY 
1 Vacancy, Sumeca Gaines’ 5-Year Term expired 10/16/2025.  
Appointment will be made November 18, 2025.  
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 
 
A. Fernando Palomino – Tractor Supply Financial Donation 

 
Mr. Fernando Palomino on behalf of Tractor Supply came forth and presented 
a financial donation of $500.00 each to the Columbus Fire and Rescue 
Department, Columbus Police Department and Columbus Air Force Base, 
recognizing the need to give back to the community. Mayor Jones thanked 
Mr. Palomino for the generous donation. 
 

B. Donel Briggs – Travel Season 
 
Mr. Donel Briggs came before the Mayor and City Council requesting financial 
support. Mr. Briggs previously came before the Mayor and Council and 
requested $2,500.00 to support five (5) young men. Mr. Briggs also stated 
that he has $2,500.00 matching funds. The Council discussed the request 
and asked how the organization would be advertising the City of Columbus. 
Upon request, General Counsel Turnage discussed the various means the 
City could legally contribute funding to organization  The COO recommended 
that this request will be added for discussion at the next work session. No 
action was taken. 
  

C. Jerry Fortenberry – Master Gardener State Convention 
 
Mr. Fortenberry, President of Lowndes County Master Gardeners, along with 
Daphne Bordelon, Vice-President. The purpose of their visit is to inform the 
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Mayor and Council that the Northeast Master Gardener District will host 
Master Gardener State Convention in 2027 and they are trying to bring the 
convention to Columbus and would like to hold it at the Trotter Convention 
Center and Regal Hall. He has been given a price of $9,000 to bring 
approximately 225 participants for four (4) days, which would be a positive 
economic impact for the City. He asked that the rental fees for the City 
facilities be discounted.  Mayor Jones recommended that these sponsors 
meet with the Columbus Visitors’ Bureau. No action taken. 
 

D. Joseph Murphy – Court Practices 
 
Mr. Joseph Murphy came before the Mayor and Council to discuss the 
Municipal Court Department and opined that the services rendered are 
inefficient. He continued to discuss traffic stops made by CPD and remarked 
that the tickets written are not legible to the point that the court date is not 
visible. Key personnel need to meet to devise ways to create efficiency. No 
action was taken. 

 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA 
 
A. Discuss/Approve the request of the Columbus Police Department to 

purchase four (4) Stalker Dual Radar units from Stalker in the amount of 
$6,786.00 with funds being reimbursed by the Mississippi Office of 
Highway Safety Grant. 
 
Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the purchase of four (4) 
Stalker Dual Radar units from Stalker in the amount of $6,796.00 with funds 
being reimbursed by the Mississippi Office of Highway Safety Grant. Council 
Member Greene seconded the motion. CFO Brigham remarked that before 
the purchase can be made, two (2) quotes must be attached to the purchase 
order. Chief Daughtry stated that he had produced two quotes – one from 
Stalker Radar Applied Concepts, Inc. and the other from Kustom Signals, Inc. 
for $9,972 which were attached to the electronic agenda, but would double 
check to ensure they were attached to the purchase order. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
QUOTES FOLLOW: 
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B. Discuss/Approve the Revised Organization Chart. 
 
The Organization Chart has been revised and approval is requested. Council 
Member Stewart made a motion to approve the revised Organization Chart. 
Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Council Member 
Harris, who opposed. 
 
The motion carried 5/1. 
 
REVISED ORGANIZATIONAL CHART FOLLOWS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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C. Discuss/Approve Change Order No. 1 for Columbus-Lowndes County 
Airport’s Replacement of Terminal Windows/Doors project in the 
amount of $4,950.00 for access controls. 

 
Zach Foster, engineer with Neel-Schaffer, Inc. came before the Mayor and 
Council and reported that this project is funded by the Department of Energy 
Life Grant and was applied for by Lowndes County. The Grant requires no 
matching funds and requested an additive change order to add a 
maglock/keypad for access control to the front door. Council Member Greene 
made a motion to approve Change Order No. 1 for Columbus-Lowndes 
County Airport’s Replacement of Terminal Windows/Doors project in the 
amount of $4,950.00 for a maglock/keypad for access control. Council 
Member Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
CHANGE ORDER FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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D. Discuss/Approve Change Order No. 1 for CLCA AWOS III Construction – 

Phase I Project, in the amount of $7,055.13 due to the suspension of all 
active burn permits. 

 

Zach Foster reported that the Fire Department suspended all burn projects 
due to drought conditions and wind which suspension forced the contractors 
to demobilize their equipment and move to another project. The Contractor 
has resumed burning on November 3, 2025. Council Member Smith made a 
motion to approve Change Order No. 1 for CLCA AWOS III Construction – 
Phase I Project, in the amount of $7,055.13 due to the suspension of all 
active burn permits resulting in a delay to critical path work of the contractor 
who demobilized to avoid incurring stand-by time and cost. Council Member 
Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
CHANGE ORDER FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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E. Discuss/Approve Applying for MDOT’s FY2026 SMIF Grant for Terminal 
Renovation Project. 
 
Zach Foster reported that this grant is due by November 15, 2025 by MDOT. 
The grant amount is $300,000.00 and does not require a match, but the 
County approved a 10% match to be split between the City and County, 
which nets to $15,000.00 each. Mr. Foster stated that agreement to provide 
matching funds enhances the likelihood of a grant award.  CFO Brigham 
remarked that the City’s match can be paid out of the Special Projects Fund. 
Council Member Stewart made a motion to approve applying for MDOT’s 
FY2026 SMIF Grant for Terminal Renovation Project. Council Member 
Greene seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor and City 

Council. There being none, Mayor Jones announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED.  

 
 
 

 Approved by:             
      Stephen Jones, Mayor                  James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 
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