
SPECIAL MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
OCTOBER 7, 2025 

5:00 P.M. 
 

The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, October 7, 2025, at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Stephen Jones 
presided over the meeting and all Council Members were present.  Also present were the 
General Counsel, the COO, the CFO, the Police Chief, HR Director, and all other 
Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
 
Mayor Stephen Jones called the meeting to order and called upon Pastor David J. 
Johnson, pastor of 6th Avenue Baptist Church, to give the Invocation. 
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 

Council Member Harris made a motion to approve the Agenda as prepared. 
Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 
 
A. Approve Minutes for Special Meeting of August 27, 2025. (a.m.) 
B. Approve Minutes for Special Meeting of August 27, 2025. (p.m.) 
C. Approve Minutes for Special Meeting of September 3, 2026. 
D. Approve Minutes for Special Meeting of September 9, 2025 
E. Approve Minutes for Special Meeting of September 10, 2025 
F. Approve Minutes for Meeting of September 16, 2025 

 
Council Member Harris made a motion to approve the Minutes for six (6) Meetings 
listed above. Council Member Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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IV. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS 
 
Council Member Spears made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
October 7, 2025 in the amount of $1,665,617.15, excluding Docket Voucher 
numbers: 234520 (W T Consultants) in the amount of $6,000, 234521 (W T 
Consultants) in the amount of $6,000, 234792 (Stitch Dis & Dat) in the amount of 
$47,693.55 and 234793 (Stitch Dis & Dat) in the amount of $16,240.00. Council 
Member Harris seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Council Member Spears made a motion to table the voucher numbers that were 
noted above until the next meeting to allow for further discussion, stating that he 
has not heard from W. T. Consultants since he has been elected. He has read the 
contract and ask that they be given a 15-day notice as stated in the contract and 
do not renew the contract beginning October 1, 2025. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. 
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Council Member Jefferson asked the COO about W. T. Consultants’ contract and 
the services rendered on behalf of the City. COO Garrett remarked that they were 
helpful in securing $6M in funding, together with Waggoner Engineering for the 
Blight Elimination Program, funding in the amount of $1,000,000 for the 
Amphitheatre, funding for the Blight Program, the Northeast MS Crime Center and 
a fire truck. The Council engaged in a discussion of the matter. Council Member 
Jefferson made a substitute motion to table the request to end the contract with W. 
T. Consultants. Council Member Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
Council Members Stewart, Smith, Harris and Jefferson voted in favor of the motion. 
Council Members Greene and Spears opposed the motion. 
 
The motion carried 4/2 with Councilmember Spears and Greene voting Nay. 
 
Council Member Spears asked for additional information regarding, Voucher 
Numbers 234792 and 234793 for Stitch, Dis and Dat that are coded to be paid out 
of Special Projects and not the Police Department’s budget. CFO James Brigham 
explained the coding and stated that CPD did not have adequate funds in its 
budget for the fiscal year just ended. Following discussion, Council Member 
Spears made a motion to approve payment of both vouchers to Stitch Dis & Dat 
totaling $63,933.55.  Councilmember Greene seconded the motion. The Council 
then voted 6/0 in favor of the motion. 
The motion carried. 
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Council Member Spears made a motion not to pay the invoices for W. T. 
Consultants. Council Member Harris seconded the motion. Mayor Jones remarked 
that he was just notified that the invoices from W.T. Consultants for work during 
the last fiscal year were already paid.  Mayor Jones also remarked that because 
the aforementioned invoices were removed from the docket of claims and the issue 
of continuing their services has been tabled, there was no reason to move not to 
pay the claims.   No action was taken. 
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Approve request for Mayor to attend the 2026 African American Mayors 
Association Annual Conference in Washington, DC, April 9 – 10, 2026 and 
approve payment of registration, lodging, travel, and meal expenses, in the total 
estimated cost of $2,700.00.  
 

B. Approve request for Mayor, Council Members and General Counsel to attend 
the 2026 Mississippi Municipal League Mid-Winter Conference in Jackson, MS, 
to be held January 13 – 15, 2026, and approve payment of registration fees, 
lodging, travel and meal expenses, in the total estimated cost of $7,000.  
 

C. Approve request for Public Works Assistant Director, Bennie Coleman, to 
attend the 2025 Mississippi APWA Fall Conference, to be held October 15 – 
17, 2025, and approve payment of registration, lodging, travel and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, in the total estimated cost of $1,136.95. 

 
D. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Timothy C. Birmingham, 

Justin, to attend “NFPA 1002 Fire Apparatus Driver Operator” to be held in 
Jackson, MS and approve payment of registration, lodging, use of city vehicle 
for travel. Books, reimbursement of meal expenses, total estimate cost of 
$735.00.   
 

E. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Alan Lewis, to attend “Fire 
Management 101 class” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of 
registration, lodging, use of city vehicle for travel and reimbursement of meal 
expenses, in the total estimate cost of $485.00.  

 

F. Approve request for CPD personnel (no name) to attend “Crisis Intervention 
Team Training” to be held in West Point, MS, and approve use of city vehicle 
for travel. 
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G. Approve permit request submitted by Shane Cruse, on behalf of Victory 
Tabernacle Church, to host a “Fall Block Party” to be held on October 25, 2025, 
from 3:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. at 324 5th Street South. See attached map.  

 

H. Approve permit request submitted by Barbara Bigelow, on behalf of Main Street 
Columbus, Inc., to host “The Hitching Lot Holiday Cruise In” to be held on 
November 22, 2025, from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. at the Hitching Lot, blocking 
3rd Street North at 2nd Avenue North and 3rd Avenue North.   

 

I. Approve permit request submitted by Barbara Bigelow, on behalf of Main Street 
Columbus, Inc., to host the “Christmas Parade” to be held on December 1, 
2025, from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. See attached map 

 

J. Approve permit request submitted by Barbara Bigelow, on behalf of Main Street 
Columbus, Inc., to host Wassail Fest” to be held on December 5, 2025, from 
5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. in downtown Columbus. See attached information.  

 

K. Approve request for CPD personnel, Kennedy Meaders, to attend “Optional OC 
Instructor Certification” to be held on January 13 – 15, 2026, in Hoover, AL and 
approve payment of a $100 refundable security deposit, lodging, use of a city 
vehicle for travel and reimbursement of meal expenses in the total estimated 
cost of $794.00.  

 

L. Approve request for Grant Writer/Administrator, Susan Wilder, to travel to 
D’Iberville, MS for the Mississippi Office of Homeland Security FY25 Grant 
Implementation/Orientation meeting. 

 

M. Approve permit request submitted by Blaine Walters, on behalf of The Bride & 
Groom, Inc. to block three (3) parking spaces at 120 5th Street South to host a 
Mother of the Bride & Groom Sale on October 17 – 18, 2025, blocking to begin 
the afternoon of Thursday, October 16, 2025, and extend until the morning of 
Monday, October 20, 2025. 

 

N. Approve request for CPD personnel to attend “Basic Bloodstain Pattern 
Analysis” to be held in Aberdeen, MS and approve payment of registration, 
travel and reimbursement of meal expenses, in the total estimated cost of 
41,068.00. 

 

O. Approve request for CPD personnel to attend “Decide & Deploy K-9 and 
Handler Training” to be held in Gulfport, MS and approve payment of lodging, 
use of city vehicle for travel and reimbursement of meal expenses in the total 
estimated cost of $298.00. 
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P. Approve request for Columbus Recreation Department personnel, Chanda 
Williams, to attend “Keep Mississippi Beautiful Affiliate Conference” to be held 
in Louisville, MS and approve payment of lodging, travel, and reimbursement 
of meal expenses, in the total estimated cost of $320.00. 

 

Q. Approve request to pay Mississippi Municipal Workers Compensation Group 
premium amount of $170,469.41. 

 

R. Approve permit request submitted by Councilman Roderick Smith, to block 
Lawrence Drive on August 9, 2025, for the first East Columbus Day Festival.  

 
Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Council Member Spears seconded the motion. Mayor Jones called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote. 

  
VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 

 
A. Comments from Mayor and Council 

 
Mayor Jones asked the Victims’ Advocate Coordinator to come forward and 
the read and presented a Proclamation to Ms. Dorothy Sanders in 
recognition of her commitment to battered women and their children and all 
victims of Domestic Violence and recognized October as Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month. 
 

• Council Member Smith recognized Miss Karen Mullens, resident in Ward 
II who attends EMCC, is SGA Student Body President and is running for 
Homecoming Queen.   
 

• Mayor Jones announced that CPD National Night Out on Crime has 
been postponed and will be rescheduled due to the weather forecast.  

 

• Presentation of Columbus High School Homecoming Court will be held 
this evening at Columbus High School Gym. The Parade will begin at 
5:00 on Thursday, October 9,2025, and Tailgating will be held at 5:00 
on Friday, October 10, 2025, at the Tennis Courts.  

 

• October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month and ZUMBA IN PINK will 
be held Saturday, October 11, 2025, on the Riverwalk Stage at 11:00 
a.m. All proceeds will be donated to the Imaging Center to provide free 
mammograms to women who do not have insurance or cannot pay for 
one. 
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B. Board Vacancies 

 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
2 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms, Chuck Bigelow and MacArthur Inge’s Terms 
Expired October 4, 2025. 
Appointments will be made October 21, 2025. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Chuck Bigelow 
 
COLUMBUS-LOWNDES LIBRARY BOARD 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Randi Robison’s Term Expires October 16, 2025 
Appointment will be made October 21, 2025. 
 
APPLICANT 
Randi Robison 
  

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 
 
Nancy Carpenter – America 250 
 
Ms. Nancy Carpenter came before the Mayor and Council and invited them to an 
event centered around America 250, in commemoration of America’s 250 years of 
existence. In celebration of the event, a mobile trailer will be in Mississippi this 
month and in Columbus, Thursday, October 9. A kiosk will be inside, and visitors 
will have the opportunity to record a statement that will be archived. The public is 
invited. 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA 
 
A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 

 
GRANDVIEW INVESTMENTS LLC 
2400 Highway 45 North 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0379  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0039. The Code Enforcement 
Officer, Sasha James, reported that this property owner has made progress on 
remediation of the overgrown lot, but needs a little more time to finish and she 
recommends a 15-day extension to allow the property owner to remediate the 
property. The property is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to 
the public under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member 
Stewart made a motion to give the property owner a 15-day extension to 
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remediate the property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued 
for the property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, 
stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to 
six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the 
Order and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. 
Council Member Harris seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0 
 
JAMES A. / MARY D. LEWIS 
c/o Tamica Patton 
2205 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0389  Abandoned Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0389. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jefferson made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month 
period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and 
removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) 
times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Harris seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
C L CLAY 
1315 7th avenue North 
CASE NUMBER: 25-0392  Dilapidated Structure 
      Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0392. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
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as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jefferson made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month 
period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and 
removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) 
times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Harris seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
$250.00 OR LESS CASES: 
 
Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented five (5) cases, $250.00 or 
less for adjudication. Council Member Smith made a motion to accept the 
notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated 
according to statute. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE LIST FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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B. Discuss/Approve Short Term Rental Ordinance 
 
Nathan Katona, Building Inspector/Zoning Coordinator, presented the terms of 
the Short-Term Rental Ordinance and answered questions. Council Member 
Smith made a motion to approve the Resolution of the Mayor and City Council 
approving the levy of a tax upon Short Term Rentas and passage of the 
Ordinance regulating Short Term Rentals. Council Member Stewart seconded 
the motion and after a thorough discussion of the Resolution and Ordinance, 
considering the pros and cons of such, and after providing an opportunity for 
public comment on the subject, the Mayor called for the voted upon the same 
and recorded them as follows:  
 
  Council Member Stewart voted:  YES 
  Council Member Smith voted:  YES 
  Council Member Greene voted:  YES 
  Council Member Harris voted:  YES 
  Council Member Jefferson voted:  YES 
  Council Member Spears voted:  YES 
 
The Mayor then stated that the Resolution and Ordinance, having received a 
majority of the votes of the Mayor and City Council, was hereby passed and 
ordained on this the  7th  day of October 2025. 
 
THE RESOLUTION/ORDINANCE FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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C. Approve partnering with Mississippi State University’s Cobb Institute of 
Archaeology and the Department of Anthropology to use remote sensing 
equipment to identify and mark graves in the historic Sandfield Cemetery. 
 
Susan Wilder, Grant Writer/Administrator, apprised the Mayor and Council of 
an opportunity to partner with Mississippi State University’s Cobb Institute of 
Archaeology and the Department of Anthropology to use remote sensing 
equipment to identify and mark graves in the historic Sandfield Cemetery and 
utilize the assistance of students. Ms. Wilder remarked that she would contact 
Columbus Marble Works for scrap/left over stones. Council Member Stewart 
made a motion to Approve partnering with Mississippi State University’s Cobb 
Institute of Archaeology and the Department of Anthropology to use remote 
sensing equipment to identify and mark graves in the historic Sandfield 
Cemetery. Council Member Spears seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 

D. Approve applying for the Urban and Community Forestry Grant through 
the Mississippi Forestry Commission to conduct a tree inventory at 
Friendship Cemetery with no match requirement. 
 
Susan Wilder requested to apply for the Urban and Community Forestry Grant 
through the Mississippi Forestry Commission to conduct a tree inventory at 
Friendship Cemetery with no match requirement. The Forestry Commission will 
assess every tree to ensure life. Council Member Stewart made a motion to 
approve the request to apply for the Urban and Community Forestry Grant 
through the Mississippi Forestry Commission to conduct a tree inventory at 
Friendship Cemetery with no match requirement. Council Member Smith 
seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

E. Discuss/Approve request to hire five (5) Entry-Level Firefighters, pending 
successful completion of all preliminary testing.  
 
Council Member Stewart made a motion to approve the request to hire: 
Terrance Colister, Jacorey Douglas, Frederick Lewis, Tyrese Lewis, Matthew 
McSwain as Entry-Level firefighters, pending successful completion of all 
preliminary testing. Council Member Harris seconded the motion. 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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The motion carried 6/0. 
 

F. Discuss/Approve request to hire one (1) Entry-Level Police Officer, 
pending successful completion of all preliminary testing. 
 
Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the hiring of Diamond Lee 
as an Entry-Level Police Officer, pending successful completion of all 
preliminary testing. Council Member Spears seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve request to fill vacant Accounts Payable Clerk, pending 
successful completion of all preliminary testing. 

 

Council Member Stewart made a motion to approve the request to hire Latoya 

Harris as Accounts Payable Clerk at $18.00 per hour, pending successful 

completion of all preliminary testing. Council Member Harris seconded the 

motion. 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 

 

H. Discuss/Approve Municipal Compliance Questionnaire. 
 
CFO James Brigham presented the Municipal Compliance Questionnaire for 
approval, stating that it must be approved at the first regular meeting of the 
governing body following the end of the fiscal year. The CFO also stated that 
he answered “NO” to the question 11 regarding the annual audit and question 
17 regarding fixed assets/inventory. Council Member Smith made a motion to 
approve the Municipal Compliance Questionnaire. Council Member Stewart 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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I. Discuss/Approve Petition and Resolution to Vacate and Abandon 
Municipal Street 
 
General Counsel Turnage apprised the Mayor and Council on a Petition and 
Resolution to Vacate and Abandon a Municipal Street. Council Member Greene 
made a motion to approve the Petition and Resolution to Vacate and Abandon 
Municipal Street. Council Member Smith seconded the motion and after 
discussion, the Mayor called for a vote on the Motion and recorded the votes 
as follows: 
 
 Council Member Stewart  voted: YES 
 Council Member Smith  voted: YES 
 Council Member Greene  voted: YES 
 Council Member Harris  voted: YES 
 Council Member Jefferson  voted: YES 
 Council Member Spears  voted: YES 
 
The Mayor declared that the Motion, having received the unanimous vote in 
favor was hereby APPROVED. 
 
THE PETITION AND RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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Council Member Spears recused himself and exited the meeting room. 
 

J. Discuss/Approval disposal of surplus property. 
 
General Counsel Turnage presented the request for disposal of surplus 
property; an open parking lot located immediately south of First Methodist 
Church on the east side of 6th Street North and the north side of College Street. 
Attorney Gordon Flowers, Trustee and Legal Representative for First Methodist 
Church, came before the Mayor and Council regarding the purchase of the 
property. Council Member Stewart made a motion to approve the Resolution 
Declaring that the City of Columbus, Mississippi, Declare Certain Property 
Surplus, not needed for Municipal Purposes and to engage a Mississippi 
Licensed Real Estate Broker (Legacy Real Estate) to negotiate for the sale of 
same at a fee of $1,000. Council Member Harris seconded the motion and after 
discussion, the Mayor called for a vote on the Motion and recorded the votes 
as follows: 
 
 Council Member Stewart  voted: YES 
 Council Member Smith  voted: YES 
 Council Member Greene  voted: YES 
 Council Member Harris  voted: YES 
 Council Member Jefferson  voted: YES 
 Council Member Spears  voted:         Recused himself 
 
The Mayor declared that the Motion, having received the unanimous vote in 
favor was hereby APPROVED. 

 
Council Member Spears returned to the meeting. 
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K. Consider/approve access Agreement for Environmental testing 
 
General Counsel Turnage apprised the Mayor and Council of this Agreement, 
stating that Greenfield Environmental Multistate Trust LLC completed sampling 
activities in accordance with the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
approval Proposed North 27th Street Ditch Sampling Memorandum to evaluate 
potential levels of contaminants.  Council Member Greene made a motion to 
approve access Agreement for Environmental testing. Council Member Smith 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

L. Discuss/Approve Employee Dress Code Policy 
 
Human Resources Director Pat Mitchell presented an Employee Dress Code 
Policy for adoption. Council Member Harris made a motion to approve the 
Employee Dress Code Policy that will be effective November 1, 2025. Council 
Member Jefferson seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE DRESS CODE POLICY FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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CITY OF COLUMBUS 

Dress Code Policy 

 

PURPOSE: 

This policy establishes guidelines for appropriate workplace attire at the City of Columbus 
to promote a professional and inclusive environment while allowing for comfort and 
practicality. Employees are expected to maintain a neat, clean, and professional 
appearance in alignment with their roles. 

GENERAL DRESS CODE 

The City of Columbus operates under a business casual dress code for office staff. 

Employees should dress in attire that reflects professionalism and respect for the 

workplace. Acceptable business casual attire includes, but is not limited to: 

• Collared shirts, blouses, and professional tops 

• Slacks, chinos, dress pants, and skirts of an appropriate length 

• Dresses with modest hemlines (should be knee length when seated) and necklines 

• Sandals, closed toe or professional footwear 

• Sweaters and cardigans 

• Dark, well-maintained denim ONLY when approved 

• Modest jewelry, no large hoops 

PROHIBITED ATTIRE: The following clothing items are not permitted in the workplace 

• Ripped, frayed, or pants with holes in them 

• Leggings, and excessively short skirts/dresses and shirts 

• Tank Tops with thin straps or shirts that show stomach area 

• T-shirts with inappropriate slogans, logos, or graphics 

• Flip-flops, athletic slides, crocs, or overly casual footwear 

• Athletic wear (sweatpants, yoga pants, gym shirts, etc.) 

• Hats, caps, durags, bonnets, or hoodies (unless for religious, medical or outdoor 

work-related purposes) 

• Excessively tight, revealing or otherwise inappropriate clothing 

PERSONAL HYGIENE 
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• All personal grooming should be completed prior to arriving at work. 

EXCEPTIONS & DEPARTMENT-SPECIFIC GUIDELINES 

• Maintenance Staff, I. T., Inspectors, Code Enforcement, Animal Control, 

Garage, Recreation Department, & Public Works: Due to the nature of their 

work, these employees are permitted to wear job-appropriate attire, including 

uniforms, safety gear, and work boots. 

• Special Events & External Meetings: Employees representing the City at formal 

events or external meetings should adhere to business professional attire unless 

otherwise directed. 

• Weather Accommodations: Reasonable exceptions may be made during 

extreme weather conditions while maintaining professionalism. 

• Mayoral Discretion: The Mayor may make exceptions on a case-by-case basis 

and may declare casual days as he sees fit. 

ENFORCEMENT & COMPLIANCE 

Department Heads and/or Supervisors are responsible for ensuring compliance with the 

dress code. Employees in violation of this policy may be asked to change into appropriate 

attire. Repeated violations may result in disciplinary action. 

INCLUSIVITY & ACCOMMODATIONS 

The City recognizes and respects individual dress preferences based on religious, cultural 

or medical reasons. Employees requiring accommodations should speak with Human 

Resources. 

This policy is subject to periodic review and updates as needed to reflect organizational 

and industry standards. 

COMPLIANCE 

Non-compliance with City policies, rules and regulations are subject to disciplinary action, 

up to and including termination. 

Acknowledgement of Understanding 

I have read and agree to the terms of this policy governing compliance with the City of 

Columbus Dress Code. I understand that violation of this policy may result in disciplinary 

action, including possible termination. 



MEETING OF  
THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OCTOBER 7, 2025 
 
 

 

Employee’s Signature                                                       Date 

 

 

Print Name Date 

 

This policy will go in effect 11/1/2025. 

 
ORGANIZATION CHART 
Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the Organization Chart. Council 
Member Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Council Member Greene made a substitute motion to table the approval of the 
Organization Chart. Council Member Spears seconded the motion. 
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION (2nd) 
Council Member Jefferson made a substitute motion to approve the Organization 
Chart and review in one (1) year. Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 
 
Council Members Stewart, Smith and Jefferson voted in favor of the motion. 
Council Members Greene, Harris and Spears opposed the motion. 
 
Mayor Jones voted in favor of the second substitute motion, and it carried 4/3. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor and City 

Council. There being none, Mayor Jones announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED.  

 
 

 Approved by:             
      Stephen Jones, Mayor                  James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 


