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MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
July 15, 2025 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, July 15, 2025 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Stephen Jones presided 
over the meeting and all Council Members were present.  Also present were the 
General Counsel, the COO, the CFO, the Police Chief, HR Director, and all other 
Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION. 
 
Mayor Jones called the meeting to order and called on Rev. Rayfield Evans, 
Pastor of Southside M. B. Church, to offer the Invocation.   
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA. 
 
Jammie Garrett, COO, requested to add Facilities Usage Permit to the Consent 
Agenda as Item “L” and authorize Main Street Columbus to serve cake, cookies 
and complimentary Mimosas.  

 
Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the Agenda as amended. 
Councilwoman Harris seconded the motion. Mayor Jones called for discussion, 
and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, with a 
unanimous vote, 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF JULY 1, 2025. 
 
Councilman Spears made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
July 1, 2025. Councilwoman Harris seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES FOR THE SPECIAL MEETING OF JULY 3, 2025. 
 
Councilwoman Harris made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Special 
Meeting of July 3, 2025. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Approve Docket of Claims for July 15, 2025. 
 
Councilman Spears made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for July 15, 
2025 in the amount of $946,295.54. Councilman Smith seconded the motion.  
 

 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried 6/0. 
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve request for Flood Director, Nathan Katona, to attend the MEMA 
Flood Plain Management Bureau and FEMA L0273 course. Managing 
Floodplain Development through the NFIP at the State Emergency Logistical 
Operation Center in Starkville, MS on August 18 – 21, 2025 and approve the 
use of a city vehicle and reimbursement of meals. 
 

B. Approve permit request submitted by Sammie Williams, on behalf of 
Northside M. B. Church, to host “Back to School Fun Day” to be held on July 
19, 2025, from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. at Northside M. B. Church, 1501 9th 
Avenue North, blocking 15th Street North at 9th and 10th Avenue North.   
 

C. Approve permit request submitted by Barbara Bigelow, on behalf of Main 
Street Columbus, Inc., to host “Main Street Columbus Fabulous 40 
Celebration” to be held on August 9, 2025, from 11:40 a.m. until 12:40 p.m., 
blocking one block of College Street from 4th to 5th Streets South. See 
attached map.  

 

D. Approve request for two (2) CPD personnel: Demarco Easterwood and 
Jeremy Fortney, to attend “Accident Reconstruction Level I” course to be held 
in Pearl, MS and approve payment of registration, lodging, use of a city 
vehicle for travel and reimbursement of meal expenses, in the estimated cost 
of $1,650.00 each. 

 

E. Approve request from the Columbus Police Department to accept the 
donation of three (3) children’s books from Friendly City Books. 
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F. Approve request from the Facilities Director, Rogena Bonner, to attend the 
Governor’s Conference, to be held in Vicksburg, MS, and approve payment of 
annual membership fees, registration, lodging, use of city vehicle for travel, 
and reimbursement of meal expenses, total estimated cost of $1,355.00.  

 
G. Accept resignation from Diesel Mechanic, Nathaniel Roebuck, effective July 

10, 2025, and authorize the Human Resources Director to begin the normal 
recruitment process. 
 

H. Approve request from Columbus Recreation Department personnel, Amber 
Bobo, to attend the Babe Ruth Southwestern Regional Tournament, to be 
held in Monroe, Louisiana and approve payment of lodging, use of city vehicle 
for travel and reimbursement of meal expenses in the estimated cost of 
$1,098.45. 

 

I. Accept letter of resignation from Fire and Rescue personnel, James Hays, 
effective July 10, 2025, and approve compensation of accrued vacation leave. 

 

J. Approve the 2% Tourism Tax Payment of $25,000 to Lowndes County, 
$20,833.33 to Golden Triangle Development LINK, $33,333.33 to the City of 
Columbus and $160,240.69 to Columbus Visitors Bureau, in the total amount 
of $239,407.35. 

 

K. Approve request for Grant Administrator, Susan Wilder, to attend the 2025 
Home & HTF Workshop in Jackson, MS and approve payment for travel and 
reimbursement of meals expenses, total estimated cost of $219.40. 

 

L. Approve Facilities Usage Permit for Main Street Columbus to use Leadership 
Plaza for the Fabulous 40 Celebration, which commemorate the end of a 40-
day fundraiser recognizing Main Street Columbus’ 40th Anniversary and 
approve serving complimentary Mimosas. 

 
Councilwoman Harris made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
amended. Councilman Jefferson seconded the motion. Mayor Jones called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same. 
The motion carried with a unanimous vote, 6/0. 

 
 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 

A. Mayor Stephen Jones asked Council Members if they had any remarks or 
announcements.  
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• Councilwoman Harris offered words of appreciation to Chief Daughtry 
and CPD personnel for the level of professionalism during last week’s 
shooting and assisting with the apprehension of a suspect during a police 
chase on Highway 45. Great job!  
 

• Councilman Smith thanked COO Jammie Garrett and her teams for the 
3rd Annual Youth Night that was held at the Southside Festival. Great 
work!  

 

• Mayor Jones announced that a Special Election will be held August 5, 
2025 for the District 41 House of Representative seat.  

 

• National Night Out on Crime will be held August 5, 2025 at the Columbus 
Riverwalk, beginning at 5:00 p.m.  

 

• Councilman Spears reported that the City’s Finance Committee have met 
and gotten off to a good start. Expenditures are currently being provided 
in the monthly report. Spears requested that the CFO include revenue in 
the report, as well as reconciliations. This information will help the City 
gain a clearer picture of where we stand financially. 

 
B. Outstanding Service Award – Men of Compassion 

 
Rev. Leonardo Dismukes, Director of Community Outreach, came forward 
with an award for Men of Compassion, a group of concerned men came 
together to help the city’s young men navigate difficult stages of life and 
provide guidance and support to students in Columbus Middle and High 
Schools. Mayor Jones presented the Outstanding Service Award and 
Proclamation to Rev. Therman Cunningham, Sr., president, and Willie 
Sanders, Vice-President and the entire organization for being positive role 
model mentorship young men in Columbus Middle and High Schools and 
declared July 15, 2025 as “Men of Compassion Day” in Columbus, 
Mississippi. 
 

C. Garage – June 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Garage/Maintenance Shop for June 2025 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

D. Community Outreach - June 2025 Monthly Report  
 
The Monthly Report from the Community Outreach Department for June 
2025 was presented. No action was taken.  
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E. Columbus Fire and Rescue – Junel 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for 
June 2025 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

F. Building Inspection – June 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Building & Inspection Department for June 
2025 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

G. Municipal Court – June 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Department for June 2025 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

H. Facilities – June 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Facilities Department for June 2025 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

I. Columbus Police Department – June 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for June 2025 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

J. Planning & Community Development - June 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Planning and Community Development 
Department for June 2025 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

K. Human Resources – June 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Department for June 2025 
was presented. No action was taken.  
 

L. Public Works – June 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for June 2025 was 
presented. No action was taken.  
 

M. Columbus Recreation Department  – June 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Recreation Department for June 
2025 was presented. No action was taken. 
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N. Code Enforcement – June 2025 Monthly Report  
 
The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for June 2025 
was presented. No action was taken.  
 

O. Information Technology – June 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Information Technology Department for June 
2025 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

P. FINANCE – June 2025 Monthly Report 
 
Jim Brigham, CFO, distributed the Monthly Financial Report for June 2025 
that includes the General Fund cash balance of $9,419,979.00, which is a 
decrease of $1,732,778.00 compared to the same time last year. The Sales 
Tax Receipts had not arrived when this report was submitted.  The balance 
in the Major Projects (ARPA) is $3,068,345.49, City-wide Park Improvement 
project has a balance of $1,113,608.88, Infrastructure Modernization Act 
(Use Tax) has a balance of $2,091,179.72, the Pedestrian Bridge Repair 
fund has a balance of $54,410.34 and the Amphitheater balance is 
$1,000,000.00. No action was taken 
 

Q. Board Vacancies  
 

Jammie Garrett, COO, announced Board Vacancies. 
 
CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU 
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Term Expires 3/03/2026. Whirlie Byrd resigned 
June 17, 2025. 
Appointment to fill the unexpired term will be made August 5, 2025. 
 
APPLICANT: 
David Armstrong 
 
REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Term Expires 9/05/2027. Jason Spears resigned 
June 27, 2025. 
Appointment to fill the unexpired term will be made August 5, 2025. 
 
APPLICANTS: 
Marcus Hunter 
Robert Cooper 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
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1 Vacancy, 4-Year Term, Term Expires 6/20/2027. Tiffany Turner resigned 
July 9, 2025. 
Appointment will be made August 19, 2025. 

 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 

A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 
 
KASA PROPERTIES LLC 
c/o KALLIE S. PHILLIPS 
506 Island Road 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0211   Dilapidated Structure 
 
This case was removed and no action was taken. 
 
JEFFREY CARTER 
212 Idlewild Road 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0214  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0214. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was in such 
a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and safety of 
the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the Statute 
allows. Councilwoman Stewart made a motion in accordance with Section 21-
19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the property with respect 
to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other 
debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty- four (24) month period 
immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as required by 
law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code.  Councilman Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
ANNETTE K. TATE / 
RICHARD B. MOODY 
204 Hospital Drive 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0217  Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage 
      Overgrown Lot 
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The General Counsel called cause number 25-0217. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was in such 
a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and safety of 
the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the Statute 
allows. Councilwoman Stewart made a motion in accordance with Section 21-
19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the property with respect 
to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other 
debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty- four (24) month period 
immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as required by 
law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code.  Councilman Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
MAURINE HOOD ROBERTS / 
CHARLIE WILL MIXON 
1220 4th Street South  
CASE NUMBER:  25-0218  Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0218. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilwoman 
Stewart made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Harris 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
L. A. NANCE AND / OR 
HEIRS AT LAW 
1804 10th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER 24-0220  Dilapidated Structure, Overgrown Lot 
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The General Counsel called cause number 24-0220. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilwoman 
Stewart made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Harris 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
JONES & MESINA ENTERPRISE LLC 
723 16th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0221  Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0221. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilwoman 
Stewart made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Harris 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

 
 
CARL JONES 
711 15th Street North 
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CASE NUMBER:  24-0244  Dilapidated Structure 
      Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0244. The Code Enforcement 
Officer, Sasha James, reported that this property owner has made some 
progress and she recommends a 45-day extension to allow the property 
owner to remediate the property providing he secures a building permit. The 
property is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart 
made a motion to give the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate 
the property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Councilman Smith seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
$250.00 OR LESS CASES: 
 
Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented ten (10) cases, $250.00 
or less for adjudication. Councilman Greene made a motion to accept the 
notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated 
according to statute. Councilman Smith seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE LIST FOLLOWS: 
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B. Discuss/Approve promotion of one (1) Columbus Fire and Rescue 
personnel from Engineer to Captain, effective July 21, 2025. 
 
Councilman Spears made a motion to approve the promotion of Columbus 
Fire and Rescue personnel, Thomas Parsons, from Engineer to Captain with 
the appropriate pay increase, effective July 21, 2025. Councilwoman Harris 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
C. Discuss/Approve promotion of (two) Columbus Fire and Rescue 

personnel from Certified Firefighters to Engineers, effective July 21, 
2025. 
 
Councilwoman Harris made a motion to approve the promotion of Columbus 
Fire and Rescue personnel, Lukas Borntrager and Landon Hill, from Certified 
Firefighter to Engineer with the appropriate pay increase, effective July 21, 
2025. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
D. Discuss/Approve request to hire two (2) Entry-Level officers, 

contingent on successful completion of all preliminary testing. 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the request to hire 
Key’Aurdreya Hughes and Kimyadia Robinson as entry-level police officer, 
contingent on successful completion of all preliminary testing. Councilman 
Spears seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
E. Discuss/Approve request acceptance of FAA AIP Grant in the amount 

of $150,000.00 for Phase I (site prep) of the CLCA AWOS project.  
 
Councilman Greene made a motion to accept the FAA AIP Grant in the 
amount of $150,000.00 for Phase I (site prep) of the Columbus-Lowndes 
County Airport AWOS project pursuant to the terms. Councilwoman Harris 
seconded the motion.  
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
(The terms, consisting of 30 pages) will be added to the minute book. 
 

F. Discuss/Approve Awarding the Base Bid and Additive Alternate No. 1 
for Phase I of the CLCA AWOS project to Castle Energy Group, in the 
total amount of $71,243.00.  
 
Councilman Greene made a motion to award the Base Bid and Additive 
Alternate No. 1 for Phase I of the CLCA AWOS project to Castle Energy 
Group, in the total amount of $71,243.00. Councilwoman Stewart seconded 
the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
(The Bid Tabulation follows) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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G. Discuss/Approve Engineering Agreement for CLCA’s Open Hangar 
Construction project. 
 
Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the Engineering Agreement for 
CLCA’s Open Hangar Construction project and contract with Neel-Schaffer, 
Inc. in the amount of $81,000.00. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion.  

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOLLOW (UNSIGNED): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(This space left blank intentionally) 
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H. Discuss/Approve Contract to acquire the 22 additional easements for 
Add Alternate A & B in the amount of $17,699.17. 
 
Councilman Greene made a motion to approve the Contract to acquire the 
22 additional easements for Add Alternate A & B, sites 3 and 4, in the 
amount of $17,699.17. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0.  
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOLLOW: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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I. Discuss/Approve the installation of one speed hump between Warpath 
Road and Fallwood Drive and one speed hump between Fallwood Drive 
and Belmont Drive.  
 
Councilman Greene made a motion to approve the installation of one speed 
hump between Warpath Road and Fallwood Drive and one speed hump 
between Fallwood Drive and Belmont Drive. Councilwoman Harris seconded 
the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

J. Discuss/Approve awarding the Pedestrian Improvements along 5th 
Street North Bid to the lowest responsive Bidder, Burns Dirt 
Construction, in the amount of $1,495,540.15. 
 
Councilman Greene made a motion to award the Pedestrian Improvements 
along 5th Street North Bid to the lowest responsive Bidder, Burns Dirt 
Construction, in the amount of $1,495,540.15. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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K. Discuss/Approve hire Part-Time Interim Court Administrator at $30.00 
per hour, contingent upon successful completion of preliminary 
testing. 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the request to hire Linder 
Erby as part-time Interim Court Administrator at $30.00 per hour, contingent 
upon successful completion of preliminary testing. Councilman Smith 
seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

L. Discuss/Approve the promotion of one (1) Deputy Court Clerk to Chief 
Deputy Court Clerk, effective July 15, 2025.  
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the request to promote 
Lisa Lang from Deputy Court Clerk to Chief Deputy Court Clerk with the 
appropriate pay increase, effective July 15, 2025. Councilwoman Harris 
seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

M. Discuss/Approve fuel management system installation in the amount of 
$37,384.00. 
 
Councilman Greene made a motion to approve the fuel management system 
installation to improve efficiency and accountability and award the job to 
Petrolube, LLC, who provided the lowest responsive quote. Councilwoman 
Harris seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
THE QUOTES FOLLOW: 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Mayor Jones then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, the Mayor announced that the meeting was 

ADJOURNED. 

 
 
 
 

 Approved by:             
      Stephen Jones, Mayor                James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 

.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  (THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


