
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
June 3, 2025 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, June 3, 2025 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin presided 
over the meeting and all Council Members were present. Also present were the General 
Counsel, the COO, CFO, the Police Chief, HR Director, and all other Department 
Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION: 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Greg Lewis, Director of 
Recreation, to offer the Invocation.   
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Agenda as prepared. 
Council Member Beard seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF MAY 20, 2025. 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
May 20, 2025. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve request for Columbus Fire and Rescue to Surplus two (2) vehicles: 
(1) 2009 Dodge Charger and (1) 2001 E-One Custom Pumper. 
 

B. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, James Dunnam to attend 
“NFPA 1002 Driver Operator” class to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve 
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payment of registration, use of City vehicle for travel and reimbursement for 
meal expenses, total cost of $725.00. 

 

C. Approve permit request submitted by Renee Sanders, on behalf of United 
Way of the Golden Triangle Region, to host the “United Way 2026 Campaign 
Kick-Off” to be held on September 4, 2025, from 5:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. in 
Catfish Alley, blocking 4th Street South at Main Street and College Street and 
College Street between 4th Street South and 5th Street South. See attached 
map..  

 

D. Accept letter of resignation from CPD Recruit, Michael Vail, effective May 29, 
2025.  
  

E. Approve request for CPD personnel, Demarco Bailey, to attend the “Instructor 
Development Course” to be held in Moorhead, MS and approve payment of 
registration, lodging, use of city vehicle and reimbursement of meal expenses, 
total estimated cost of $1,292.00..  

 

F. Approve request for Code Enforcement Director, Sasha James, to attend the 
M.A.C.E. Educational Conference, to be held in Biloxi, MS and approve 
payment of registration, lodging, use of city vehicle and reimbursement of 
meal expenses, total estimated cost of $714.00.  
 

G. Approve request for Grant Writer/Administrator, Susan Wilder, to attend the 
MS Outdoor Stewardship Trust Fund Grant Workshop, to be held in Jackson, 
MS and approve travel expenses, estimated cost of $227.80.  

 

H. Approve facility permit request submitted by Barbara Bigelow, on behalf of 
Main Street Columbus, to host the “Science Discovery on Main Street 
Luncheon” to be held June 11, 2025, 12:00 p.m. at Regal Hall.  
 

I. Approve request of the Tourism Partners for complimentary facility usage of 
Regal Hall on June 10, 2025 during the hours of 8:30 a.m. – 10:00 at the 
Adult Softball Fields. 
 

Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion. There being no other discussion, all Council Members voted in favor 
of same, with a unanimous vote, 6/0. 

 

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
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Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for June 
3, 2025 in the amount of $322,687.88. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion.  
 

 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried 6/0. 

 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 

A. Mayor Gaskin thanked everyone in attendance of the meeting on Election 
night and encouraged those that have not voted to do so by 7:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Gaskin thanked Interim Registrar, Brenda Williams, the Election 
Commissioners and Poll Workers for their work during the Municipal Primary 
and General Elections. The Mayor also thanked COO Jammie Garrett, IT 
Director, Greg Drake, Yolanda Smith and others that he may have missed 
for their involvement in the elections.  
 
The Council welcomed the COO, Jammie Garrett, back to work.  
 
Mayor Gaskin asked the Council if they had any remarks or announcements. 
There were none. 
 

B. Board Vacancies 
 

Jammie Garrett, COO announced vacancies on various boards, as follows: 
 
CITY UTILITY COMMISSION 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Brandy Gardner’s Term Expires 6/16/2025.  
Appointment will be made June 17, 2025. 
 
MUNICIPAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
5 Vacancies, 4-Year Terms, all terms expire 6/30/2025. 
Appointments will be made July 1, 2025. 
 
CURRENT MEMBERS: 
Penesha McDowell 
Helen Pridmore 
Beverly Odom 
Julie C. Parker 
Linda J. Harris 
 
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
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A. CARL A. LEE – City Government 

 
Mr. Carl A. Lee came forward and thanked Mayor Gaskin for his 
leadership the past four (4) years and encouraged newly elected official 
to work together to move the City forward.  

 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 

A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 
 
MS STATE OF TAX SALE 
c/o Secretary of State Public Lands 
277 Byrnes Circle 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0126  Vegetation  
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0126. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilwoman 
Stewart made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
OSSIE LEE TAYLOR 
616 Peach Street 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0146  Vegetation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0146. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilwoman 
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Stewart made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0 
 
 
MARIE T. JOHNSON 
510 Apple Street 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0149  Property Maintenance Code Violation 
      Vegetation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0149. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilwoman 
Stewart made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
CHRISTOPHER CLINTON 
214 19th Street South 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0152  Vegetation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0152. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
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as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilwoman 
Stewart made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
JAMES W. TRIMM 
104 Luxapalila Drive 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0156  Vegetation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0156. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilwoman 
Stewart made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
ROSIE M. TONEY 
1204 Waterworks Road 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0128  Vegetation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0128. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
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safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Council Member Beard made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
KARLITA SMITH / KARON SMITH 
904 7th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0140  Vegetation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0140. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Council Member Beard made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
ETERNITY PREPARATION MINISTRIES INC. 
c/o Elder Marvin Gerard Sr. 
1405 7th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0141  Vegetation 
 
 
ETERNITY PREPARATION MINISTRIES INC. 
c/o Elder Marvin Gerard Sr. 
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1405 7th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0142  Burned/Dilapidated Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0142.  No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has 
made improvements to the conditions of the property and recommended 
giving the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property. The 
property is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Jones 
made a motion to give the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate 
the property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
$250.00 OR LESS CASES: 
 
Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented seven (7) cases, 
$250.00 or less for adjudication. Council Member Beard made a motion to 
accept the notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be 
adjudicated according to statute. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE LIST FOLLOWS: 
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B. Discuss/Approve Installation of one (1) speed hump between 11th 
Avenue South and 4th Street South and 12th Avenue South and two (2) 
speed humps between 15th Avenue South and 16th Avenue South. 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to install one (1) speed hump 
between 11th Avenue South and 4th Street South and 12th Avenue South and 
two (2) speed humps between 15th Avenue South and 16th Avenue South. 
Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
C. Discuss/Approve Columbus Fire and Rescue request for annual 

rotation and replacement of outdated fire hose in the amount of 
$18,540.00, plus freight. 

 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request from 
Columbus Fire and Rescue to rotate and replace outdated fire hose in the 
amount of $18,540.00, plus freight. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 

 

D. Discuss/Approve submission of Letter of Intent to the Mississippi Arts 
Commission to apply for a Building Grant of $500,000.00 for the 
Amphitheater Completion Project. 

 
Susan Wilder, Grant Writer/Administrator appeared before the Mayor and 
Council and requested approval to submit a Letter of Intent to the Mississippi 
Arts Commission to apply for a Building Grant of $500,000.00 for the 
Amphitheater Completion Project, which requires a 60/40 match. The 
application is due in July. Use Tax funds cannot be used with grant funds. 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to submit a 
Letter of Intent to the Mississippi Arts Commission to apply for a Building 
Grant of $500,000.00 for the Amphitheater Completion Project. Council 
Member Beard seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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E. Discuss/Approve the purchase of new street signage for the Historical 
Friendship Cemetery 
 
Rogena Bonner, Director of Trotter Convention Center and Manager of 
Friendship and Historic Sandfield Cemeteries, appeared before the Mayor and 
Council and requested approval to purchase much-needed new street signage 
for the Historical Friendship Cemetery and pay for it out Perpetual Upkeep Fund. 
Two (2) quotes were provided, one from G & C Supply Co., Inc. in the amount of 
$23,534.02 and one from Custom Products Corporation in the amount of 
$15,568.60. Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the purchase of 
new street signage for the Historical Friendship Cemetery from CPC at 
$15,568.60 with perpetual upkeep funds. Council Member Mickens seconded the 
motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, the Mayor announced that the meeting was 

ADJOURNED. 

 

 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 

 

 

 
 


