
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
May 20, 2025 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, May 20, 2025 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin presided 
over the meeting and all Council Members were present.  Also present were the 
General Counsel via (ZOOM), the COO, via (ZOOM) CFO, the Police Chief, HR 
Director, and all other Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION. 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Rev. Bennie Coleman to 
offer the Invocation.   
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA. 
 
Council Member Jones requested to add the trip to Washington, DC that was 
discussed at the previous meeting to the Policy Agenda as Item “K” for 
discussion. 
 
Council Member Mickens requested to move Consent Agenda Items “L” & “M” to 
the Policy Agenda as Items “L” and “M” for discussion.  
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Agenda as amended. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion. The Mayor called for discussion, 
and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, with a 
unanimous vote, 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF MAY 6, 2025. 
 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
May 6, 2025. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel,  Dorothea Oswalt, to attend 
“Emergency Services Administrative Professionals (ESAP)” to be held in 
Biloxi, MS, and approve payment of registration, travel, lodging and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, with total cost being $1,040.00.  
 

B. Approve permit request submitted by Leroy Brooks, on behalf of Juneteenth – 
Columbus, Inc., to host the “Juneteenth Festival” to be held on Friday, June 
20, 2025, from 6:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. and Saturday, June 21, 2025, from 
12:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m., blocking 20th Street North at 8th Avenue North 
and 10th Avenue North. See attached map.  
 

C. Approve permit request submitted by Leroy Brooks, on behalf of Juneteenth – 
Columbus, Inc., to host the “Juneteenth Parade” to be held on June 21, 2025 
from 10:00 a.m. until 11:30 a.m., assembling at the Soccer Complex, proceed 
up 3rd Avenue North to Main Street to the Municipal Complex.  

 

D. Approve permit request submitted by Floyd McIntyre, on behalf of the Kiwanis 
Club of Columbus, to host a “Kiwanis Club Memorial Day 5L Run” to be held 
on May 24, 2025, from 8:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m.   

 

E. Approve permit request submitted by Frances Glenn, on behalf of Columbus/ 
Lowndes Convention & Visitors Bureau, to host a “Memorial Day 
Commemoration” to be held on May 24, 2025, from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. 
at Friendship Cemetery and from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at the Riverwalk 
Stage and grass area. See attached map    

 

F. Accept letters of resignation from two (2) CPD Officers, Darnell Madison, 
effective 5/18/2025 and Marques Randolph, effective May 04, 2025.  
 

G. Approve request to promote a custodian, Genevia Buckhalter, to CPD Recruit 
and authorize the HR Director to begin the normal recruitment process to fill 
the vacant position.  
 

H. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Houston Ballard, to attend 
“NFPA 1001 – I – II, Basic Firefighter” to be held in Jackson, MS, and 
approve payment of registration, lodging, use of city vehicle for travel, and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, with total cost being $2,200.00.  

 

I. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Jaquay Sherrod, to attend 
“National Fire Protection Association Expo 2025” to be held in Jackson, MS, 
and approve payment of registration, lodging, use of city vehicle for travel and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, with total cost being $2,175.00.  
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J. Ratify permit request submitted by Barbara Bigelow and Carrie Martin, on 
behalf of Main Street Columbus and Columbus Lowndes Chamber of 
Commerce, to host the “Sounds of Summer” to be held on June 12, 2025 and 
July 10, 2025, from 6:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m., each date at the Roger Short 
Soccer Complex. 

 

K. Approve request submitted by Supervisor Jeff Smith, on behalf of Townsend 
Park Blues – Southside Festival to close 13th Avenue South and 10th Avenue 
South. 

 

L. Approve request to sell beer in Sim Scott Park on June 20 – 21, 2025 for the 
annual Juneteenth Festival.  MOVED TO POLICY AGENDA AS “L.” 

 

M. Approve request to sell beer in Townsend Park on July 3 – 5, 2025 for the 
annual Southside Blues Festival. MOVED TO POLICY AGENDA AS “M.” 

 

N. Approve Columbus Recreation Department accepting donation of (20) 
Pickleball Paddles/Cases. 
 

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
amended. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion. All Council Members voted in favor of same. The motion carried with 
a unanimous vote, 6/0. 

 

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for May 
20, 2025 in the amount of $1,550,837.93. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. Councilwoman DiCicco noted that the Docket of Claims has another 
invoice for Annexation and asked the CFO if this is the last one. CFO Brigham 
remarked that this invoice is aging and was just submitted.  
 

 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, with the exception of  
 Councilwoman DiCicco, who opposed the motion. 
 
 The motion carried 5/1. 

 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 

A. Mayor Keith Gaskin asked Council Members if they had any announcements 
or comments.  
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• Mayor Gaskin then reminded everyone about the upcoming Memorial 
Day Holiday and stated that all City offices will be closed except 
emergency personnel. 
 

• On Friday, May 23, 2025 at 9:00 a.m., there will be a Flag Placing 
Ceremony at Sandfield Cemetery. 

 

• On Saturday, May 24, 2025 at 9:00 a.m., there will be a Flag Placing 
Ceremony at Friendship Cemetery followed by a new event, 
TRADITIONS: Taste and Tunes, that will begin at the Riverwalk Stage at 
11:00 a.m. and last until 2:00 p.m.  
 

• The General Election will be held June 3, 2025. If you have question, 
please call the Registrar’s Office at (662) 328-2381.  

 

• Requested everyone to be aware of the weather tonight and stay alert. 
 

• Special Thanks to Community Outreach and the Fire & Rescue 
Department for assisting citizens that sustained damage to their homes 
and were displaced. 

 

• Council Member Jones thanked Public Works and Columbus Light & 
Water for working during the storm last night and restoring the power. 

 

• Council Member Jones encouraged everyone to attend the 1st Annual 
Job Fair, that will be held at the Convention Center, upper level, from 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon. 
 

• Council Member Jones reported that the Department of Justice reported 
that Crime was down in Columbus and thanked the Chief for his 
leadership.  

 

• Chief Daughtry came before the Mayor and Council and reported that the 
DOJ informed him that they were monitoring Columbus and announced 
that violent crimes decreased drastically and would like to partner with 
CPD and the City of Columbus to offer training to other agencies and 
hold the training sessions at the Convention Center. They have toured 
the Convention Center and believe the setting will be ideal for training. 

 

• Council Member Beard asked the Chief how many officers he had. The 
Chief answered and Beard remarked that we can address increasing 
your numbers the next budget year. 
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• Councilwoman Stewart commended Mrs. Rogena Bonner and the 
Convention Center Staff for all they have done at the facility. 

 

• Councilwoman DiCicco asked the CFO about the status of the Audit and 
he responded by saying that they are wrapping it up and will be at City 
Hall tomorrow to read the Minute Books. 

 
B. FINANCE – April 2025 Monthly Report 

 
Jim Brigham, CFO, distributed the Monthly Financial Report for April 2025 
that includes the General Fund cash balance of $11,828,719.21, which is an 
increase of $213,827.50 compared to the same time last year. The Sales 
Tax Receipts for April are $1,060,665.00, which is an increase of $56,857.00 
compared to the same time last year. The balance in the Major Projects 
(ARPA) is $3,146,783.37, City-wide Park Improvement project has a balance 
of $1,434,767.89, Modernization Use Tax has a balance of $2,377,430.56, 
the Pedestrian Bridge Repair fund has a balance of $56,125.34 and the 
Amphitheater balance is $1,000,000.00. No action was taken 
 

C. Community Outreach – April 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Community Outreach Department for April 
2025 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

D. Human Resources  – April 2025 Monthly Report  
 
The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Department for April 2025 
was presented. No action was taken.  
 

E. Columbus Fire and Rescue – April 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for 
April 2025 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

F. Garage – April 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Garage/Maintenance Department for April 2025 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

G. Columbus Police Department – April 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for April 2025 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

H. Planning & Community Development – April 2025 Monthly Report 
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The Monthly Report from the Planning & Community Development for April 
2025 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

I. Columbus Recreation – April 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Recreation Department for April 
2025 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

J. Public Works -  April 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for April 2025 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

K. Municipal Court – April 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Department for April 2025 was 
presented. No action was taken.  
 

L. Facilities – April 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Facilities and Cemeteries Department for April 
2025 was presented. No action was taken.  
 

M. Information Technology – April 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Information Technology Department for April 
2025 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

N. Code Enforcement – April 2025 Monthly Report  
 
The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for April 2025 
was presented. No action was taken. . 
 

O. Board Vacancies  
 

Jammie Garrett, COO, participated in the meeting via ZOOM and Board 
Vacancies. 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
2 Vacancies, 4-Year Terms, Jerry Fortenberry’s Term Expires 5/18/2025 and 
Emily Johnson’s Term Expires 5/24/2025. 
Appointments will be made May 20, 2025. 
 
APPLICANTS: 
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Jerry Fortenberry 
Bo Harrison  
Emily Johnson 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to appoint Jerry Fortenberry and 
Emily Johnson to the Historic Preservation Commission for a 4-Year Term, 
until May 24, 2029. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
CITY UTILITIES COMMISSION 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Brandy Gardner’s Term Expires 6/16/2025. 
Appointment will be made June 17, 2025. 

 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 

A. DONEL BRIGGS – Saving The Youth (STY), 2nd Annual Hustle 
Tournament 
 
Mr. Donel Briggs appeared before the Mayor and Council and apprised 
them of the organization, “Saving The Youth, (STY), which is comprised 
of basketball teams. The first year, he had 32 teams, the second year we 
had 48 teams, and this year, we have 62 teams. These teams are 
comprised of players from all around, which will bring revenue to the City. 
Mr. Briggs requested financial support from the City. Mayor Gaskin 
remarked that unfortunately, the City’s fund for special events like this 
has been depleted and encouraged him to submit a request during our 
budget period if he intends to hold the event in 2026. Mr. Briggs reported 
that the CCVB contributed $3,000.00. The Tournament will be May 31, 
2025 – June 1, 2025 and will convene at MUW and New Hope High 
School. The organization is a 501 c 3. Council Member Jones remarked 
that he would contribute $200.00 and Council Member Mickens 
encouraged each Council Member to contribute $100.00 for this cause.  

 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 

A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 
 
TEMPLE T. HENDERSON & 
c/o LEON H. MACLENNAN 
11th Avenue South 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0105   Vegetation 
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The General Counsel called cause number 25-0105. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
WEST PALMETTO HOLDINGS LLC 
823 10th Avenue South 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0109  Property Maintenance 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0109. The Code Enforcement 
Officer, Sasha James, reported that this property owner has cut the grass, but 
a dilapidated shed remains on the property and she recommends a 45-day 
extension to allow the property owner to remediate the property. The 
property is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Jones 
made a motion to give the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate 
the property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
JOHN HARRIS, JR. AND 
DIANE AUGUSTINE 
922 10th Street South 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0110  Property Maintenance, Dilapidated, 
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      Closing of Vacant structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0110.  Mr. John Harris 
appeared and requested additional time to remediate the property. The Code 
Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, recommended a 45-day extension to 
allow the property owner to remediate the property. The property is in such a 
state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-
11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to give 
the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property. Ms. James 
also recommends that an Order be issued for the property in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating the City may remove 
dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the 
twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass 
and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and other debris no more 
than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member 
Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THOMAS E. DISMUKES 
300 Beverly Drive 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0106  Vegetation, Property Maintenance 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0106. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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DONNA J. HANKEE 
603 Forrest Boulevard 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0107  Vegetation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0107. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
MELODY  RIEONA RUSSELL LLC 
c/o MELODY R. RUSSELL 
REG. AGT 
2406 165th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0121  Vegetation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0121. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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The motion carried 6/0. 
 
MARCELL HILL 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0118  Vegetation 
 
This case number was removed from the docket. 
 

B. Discuss/Approve recommendations from the May 12, 2025 Planning 
Commission meeting. 
 
Permitted Use Request 25-03 
On Behalf of Now Faith Center 
425 Military Road  
Tax Parcel 61W07-04-07300 
R-1 Single Family Residential District 
Request is to establish an afterschool tutoring program in an existing 
church. 
 
With a unanimous vote of 7 to 0, the Planning Commission recommended 
approval of the request. 
 
Finding of Facts: 
The Commission based their decision on the parking issues and pickup/drop 
off of children was resolved and the use in harmony with the character of the 
neighborhood. 
 

Council Member Jones moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to 
establish an afterschool tutoring program in an existing church be approved. 
Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion. There followed discussion, 
consideration, and review by the Council of the issues and facts presented by 
this request and the action taken by the City of Columbus Planning 
Commission.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Permitted Use Request 25-04 
On Behalf of Gayle Guynup 
1302 Main Street 
Tax Parcel 61W10-02-01300 
C-3 Highway Commercial District 
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Request is to convert the first floor into residential apartments 
 
With a unanimous vote of 7 to 0, the Planning Commission recommended 
approval of the request. 
 
Finding of Facts: 
The Commission based their decision on a precedent when they previously 
allowed first floor residential use, this building is not within the downtown 
corridor, and it has onsite parking.  
 
Council Member Jones moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to 
approve request is to convert the first floor into residential apartments. 

 Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion. There followed discussion,    
 consideration, and review by the Council of the issues and facts presented  
 by this request and the action taken by the City of Columbus Planning    
 Commission.  
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Council Member Greene recused himself and exited the room. 
 
Permitted Use Request 25-01 
On Behalf of Cribs LLC 
115 Waverly Road 
Tax Parcel 57W20-01-03700 
A-1 General Agricultural District 
 
Request is to approve a Planned Unit Development consisting of three 
small modular homes. 
 
With a unanimous vote of 7 to 0, the Planning Commission recommended 
approval of the request.  
 
Finding of Facts: 
The Commission based their decision on the modular homes would have to 
meet the City’s currently adopted residential building codes and, with the 
exception of the lot width, the use complied with parking and setback 
requirements. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to table this request until the next 
Council Meeting. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
Council Member Greene returned to the meeting. 

 
C. Discuss/Approve Change Order No. 3 (Final) for the CLCA Box Hangar 

Construction project. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve Change Order No. 3 
(Final) for the CLCA Box Hangar Construction project, in the amount of 
$3,079.46.  Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
The supporting documents follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE WAS LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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D. Discuss/Approve replacement of CLCA Terminal Windows and Doors 

with Lowndes County’s D.O.E. EECBG voucher at no cost to the City.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the replacement of CLCA 
Terminal Windows and Doors with Lowndes County’s D.O.E. EECBG 
voucher at no cost to the City. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOLLOW: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(This space left blank intentionally) 
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E. Discuss/Approve the cleaning of approximately 1,100 linear feet of the 
Gaylane Drive ditch, located north of Highway 182, in the amount of 
$20,065.00, to be reimbursed by Lowndes County. 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to the cleaning of approximately 
1,100 linear feet of the Gaylane Drive ditch, located north of Highway 182, in 
the amount of $20,065.00, to be reimbursed by Lowndes County. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOLLOW: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(This space left blank intentionally) 
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F. Discuss/Approve request to hire five (5) CPD Officers, contingent on 

successful completion of all preliminary testing.  
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to hire five (5) 
CPD Officers: Eleaseya Beeks, Jakayh Bowden, Briunna Hardy, Jermy 
Harris, and Breanna Williams, contingent on successful completion of all 
preliminary testing. Council Member Beard seconded the motion 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve the School Bus Transportation Service Agreement 
between Columbus Recreation Department and Columbus Municipal 
School District.  

 
General Counsel remarked that he has read the Agreement and has made 
some edits. Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the School 
Bus Transportation Service Agreement between Columbus Recreation 
Department and Columbus Municipal School District, contingent on both 
parties agreeing with the final version of the Agreement. Council Member 
Beard seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
THE SCHOOL BUS TRANSPORTATION SERVICE AGREEMENT 
FOLLOWS (UNSIGNED) 
 
 
 
 

(This space left blank intentionally) 
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H. Discuss/Approve accepting the USTA MS Community Tennis and 
Facility Grant, in the amount of $4,000.00. 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to accept the USTA MS Community 
Tennis and Facility Grant, in the amount of $4,000.00. Council Member 
Jones seconded the motion.  

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOLLOW (UNSIGNED): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(This space left blank intentionally) 
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I. Discuss/Approve Memorandum of Understanding FundPlay Impact 
Grant, contingent upon vendor approval of contract revisions.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Memorandum of 
Understanding FundPlay Impact Grant, contingent upon vendor approval of 
contract revisions. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0.  
 
THE FINAL VERSION OF THE MOU IS INCOMPLETE. 
 

J. Discuss/Approve Naming the Columbus Fossil Park after Dr. Jack 
Kaye. 
 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the Naming of the 
Columbus Fossil Park after Dr. Jack Kaye. Councilwoman Stewart seconded 
the motion. After receiving a motion and a second, Mayor Gaskin asked if 
there was any discussion. Council Members asked questions about the 
naming process and if the City has a policy in place. Mayor Gaskin remarked 
that the COO is working on a policy and should have in completed soon. The 
General Counsel suggested naming the Columbus Fossil Park and any 
future requests for naming will not be approved until a policy is adopted.  
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Council Member Jones made a substitute motion to table this request until 
we approve a policy. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
Council Members Stewart, Mickens, Beard and Jones voted in favor of the 
motion. Council Members Greene and DiCicco opposed the motion.  
 
The motion carried 4/2. 
 

K. Discuss Travel to Washington, DC 
 
Council Member Jones remarked that this request was previously approved, 
pending the recommendation from the City’s Lobbyists. After discussing the 
matter with the Lobbyists, the recommendation is to wait until July or August. 
The General Counsel suggested that the Council rescind its previous action 
and revisit it when the new administration takes office. Council Member 
Jones made a motion to rescind the motion previously made to approve the 
request to travel to Washington, DC until the next administration takes office. 
Council Member Beard seconded the motion. Council Member Beard 
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remarked that whenever City officials decide to travel to Washington, DC, 
that the Grant Writer/Administrator be permitted to travel with them. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Item “L” was moved from the Consent Agenda to the Policy Agenda for 
discussion. 
 
The next two items were moved from the Consent Agenda for discussion: 
 

L. Discuss/Approve request to sell beer in Sim Scott Park on June 20 – 21, 
2025 for the Annual Juneteenth Festival 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to sell beer in 
Sim Scott Park on June 20 – 21, 2025 for the Annual Juneteenth Festival. 
Councilwoman Stewart table this request until the new administration takes 
office. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. After receiving a motion 
and second, Mayor Gaskin asked if there was any discussion. Council 
Member Mickens remarked that we talk about reclaiming our communities 
and set positive examples for our children, we should not be selling alcohol 
in our parks. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Council Member 
Mickens, who opposed. 
 
The motion carried 5/1. 
 

M. Discuss/Approve to sell beer in Townsend Park on July 3 – 5, 2025 for 
the Annual Southside Blues Festival. 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the request to sell beer in 
Townsend Park on July 3 – 5, 2025 for the Annual Southside Blues Festival. 
Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Council Member 
Mickens, who opposed. 
 
The motion carried 5/1. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, the Mayor announced that the meeting was 

ADJOURNED. 

 
 
 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 

.  
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