
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
May 6, 2025 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, May 6, 2025 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin presided 
over the meeting and all Council Members were present. Also present were the General 
Counsel, the COO via (ZOOM), CFO, the Police Chief, HR Director, and all other 
Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION: 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Greg Lewis, Director of 
Recreation, to offer the Invocation.   
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Agenda as prepared. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF APRIL 15, 2025 AND 
THE MINUTES FOR THE SPECIAL MEETING OF APRIL 30, 2025. 

 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
April 15, 2025 and the Minutes for the Special Meeting of April 30, 2025. Council 
Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, David Tousley,  to attend the 
“NFPA 1041 – Fire Service Instructor” class to be held in Jackson, MS, and 
approve payment of registration, lodging, use of city vehicle for travel, 
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reimbursement of meal expenses and any other expenses in the total 
estimated cost of $500.00.  
 

B. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Donald Buckner, to attend 
“Rope Rescue Awareness and Operations” class to be held in Jackson, MS, 
and approve payment of registration, lodging, use of city vehicle for travel, 
reimbursement of meal expenses and any other expenses , total cost of 
$500.00. 

 

C. Approve request for Recreation Director, Greg Lewis, to attend the “MML 94th 
Annual Conference” to be held in Biloxi, MS and approve payment for 
registration, lodging, use of city vehicle for travel, and reimbursement of meal 
expenses, total cost of $1,534.20.  

 

D. Ratify permit request submitted by Sammie Williams, on behalf of Northside 
M. B. Church, to host “Northside M. B. Church Community Fun Day” held on 
April 19, 2025, from 11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m., blocking 15th Street North at 
9th Avenue North.  
  

E. Approve request for CPD personnel, Joseph Daughtry, to attend the “NOBLE 
49th Annual Training Conference” to be held August 8 – 12, 2025, in 
Hollywood, Florida and approve payment for registration, travel, lodging and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, total estimated cost of $3,234.00..  

 

F. Approve request for CPD personnel to attend the “NIBRS Crime Insight 
Review” to be held in Pearl, Mississippi and use of city vehicle for travel. 
 

G. Approve request for CPD personnel: William Henderson, Jacorius Hammond, 
and DeMarco Easterwood to attend the “2025 Summer MLEOA Motor 
Training” to be held in Bay St. Louis, MS and approve payment of lodging, 
use of city vehicle for travel and reimbursement of meal expenses, total 
estimated cost of $2,240.00. 

 

H. Accept letter of resignation from Public Works Boom Truck Operator, Derrick 
Lucious, effective April 17, 2025, and authorize the HR Director to begin the 
normal recruitment process. 

 

I. Accept letter of retirement from Chief Deputy Court Clerk, Linda Weaver, with 
last work day being June 11, 2025 and retirement day being July 1, 2025. 

 

J. Approve request for payment of webmaster’s service in the amount of 
$658.34. 
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K. Approve rescinding the MOA with the Columbus Cultural Heritage Foundation 
and submitting an application to the CREATE Foundation for a special project 
account for the Columbus Fossil Park. 

 

L. Approve permit request submitted by Eric Harris, on behalf of the GTA 
Kickball League, to host “GTA Kickball League Tournament” to be led on May 
10, 2025 from 12:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. in Propst Park at the Adult Softball 
Fields. 
 

Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion. Councilwoman DiCicco asked for an update on Item “F” and Chief 
Daughtry responded. There being no other discussion, all Council Members 
voted in favor of same, with a unanimous vote, 6/0. 

 

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for May 
6, 2025 in the amount of $1,220,440.92. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. CFO, Jim Brigham offered gave an explanation for the large amount, 
stating the docket contained a debt service payment and some payments for 
improvements to Propst Park 
 

 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried 6/0. 

 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 

A. Mayor Gaskin thanked everyone that played a part in the success of the 
National Day of Prayer, the Market Street Festival and all the other activities 
that took place over the weekend.  
 
Amber Brislin, with Main Street Columbus, was invited to offer comments. 
She came forward and expressed sincere gratitude for the support of the 
City of Columbus, every department: the Police, Fire, Public Works, and the 
Recreation department and everyone that played a vital role in the success 
of the 29th year event. Mayor Gaskin recognized Chris Chain, one of the 
individuals that help start Market Street. 
 
Mayor Gaskin asked the Council if they had any remarks or announcements. 
 
Mayor Gaskin called on Chief Daughtry to come forward and make a special 
presentation. 
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B. Presentation of Certificate of Completion to CPD Officer William 
Henderson 
 

Chief Daughtry came forward and recognized CPD Officer William 
Henderson who recently completed an 80-hour Motor Training course to 
be a Motor Man, which teaches the proper techniques of operating a 
motorcycle. Chief Daughtry presented Officer Henderson with his helmet 
and insignia. The class began with twelve (12) participants and only three 
(3) passed, one being Officer Henderson. 

 
C. Board Vacancies 

 
Jammie Garrett, COO announced vacancies on various boards, as follows: 

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
2 Vacancies, 4-Year Terms, Jerry Fortenberry’s Term Expires 5/18/2025 
and Emily Johnson’s Term Expires 5/24/2025.  
Appointment will be made May 20, 2025. 
 
APPLICANTS: 
Bo Harrison 
Jerry Fortenberry 
Emily Johnson 
 
TREE BOARD 
1 Vacancy (standing), 3-Year Term.  
Appointment will be made May 6, 2025. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Kim Whitehead 
Patricia Shannon Evans 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to appoint Patricia Shannon Evans 
to the Tree Board for a three (3) year term, until May 6, 2028. Council 
Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to appoint Kim Whitehead to the 
Tree Board for a three (3) year term, until May 6, 2028. Mayor Gaskin 
called for a second to the motion. There was no second and the motion 
failed. 
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ORIGINAL MOTION: 
All Council Members voted in favor of the original motion to appoint 
Patricia Shannon Evans to the Tree Board, except Councilwoman 
DiCicco, who opposed. 
 
The motion carried 5/1. 
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 
A. FRANCES GLENN – Columbus-Lowndes Convention and Visitors 

Bureau 
 
Ms. Frances Glenn, dba Columbus-Lowndes Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, appeared and requested support for Fireworks on the Water in 
the amount of $5,000.00. Council Member Jones made a motion to give 
Columbus-Lowndes Convention and Visitors Bureau the sum of 
$5,000.00 in support of Fireworks on the Water. Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. 
 
Ms. Glenn announced the unveiling of a marker in Catfish Alley honoring 
Dr. Emmett J. Stringer on Thursday, May 8, 2025 at 11:30 a..m.. Mayor 
Gaskin encouraged everyone to come out for this event and also 
reminded the public that on May 8, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. Mississippi School 
for Math and Science, along with students from CHS, will host an 8th of 
May commemoration service at Sandfield Cemetery and invited everyone 
to attend. 
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Council Member Greene made a motion to use the $2,500.00 that was 
left over from the Bass Fishing Tournament and apply toward the $5,000 
and the $1,000 that was allocated for the 6th Annual Battle of the States 
Tennis Tournament event that was cancelled and add $1,500.00 out of 
Advertising City Resources and find that said amount is a legitimate 
expense that will advertise and being into favorable notice the 
opportunities, possibilities and resources of the City of Columbus. 
Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

B. LAKEYSUCHA BAILEY/CHANDA WILLIAMS – Keep Columbus 
Beautiful Greatest American Cleanup – Declaration of Action 
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Ms. Lakeysucha Bailey and Ms. Chanda Williams presented a 
Declaration of Action for the Greatest American Cleanup and requested 
the City of Columbus to proclaim their support for and participation in the 
Declaration of Action for the Greatest American Cleanup and commit to 
doing the following on an annual basis: 
 

• Organize THREE new community cleanups to inspirt our citizens 
of all ages to work together to remove litter from our streets, parks, 
waterways, and public spaces; 

• Host TWO reduce, reuse, recycle or beautification events each 
year, enhancing our community’s appeal through reduced waste, 
public art, planting trees, flowers, and creating, improving or 
maintaining green spaces; 

• Hold ONE event to celebrate our progress and achievements to 
help America look her best for her 250th Anniversary celebration , 
which is July 4, 2026. 
 
Ms. Williams announced a new project, “ADOPT-A-BLOCK” where 
churches and neighborhoods can adopt a block to clean up and 
encouraged everyone to participate in this event on May 17, 2025. 
 

C. DISCUSS REQUEST TO TRAVEL TO  WASHINGTON 
Council Member Mickens requested Susan Wilder, Grant Writer/ 
Administrator to come forward, and asked her about a project that she is 
working on with the City Engineer about the upcoming delegation in 
Washington, DC that must be sent in by May 28, 2025. The Grant Writer 
remarked that Senator Roger Wicker requested communities to submit 
their requests, so we prepared a request for the Northeast MS Crime 
Center in the amount of $2M dollars, $500,000 for the Fossil Park under 
education, and the Luxapalila Watershed Project that we submitted in 
2024. Council Member Mickens stated that some of the Council Members 
would like to go to Washington in support of this funding and was told by 
the Engineer to go in June. Mayor Gaskin responded that he believes 
from everything that’s going on in Washington, DC, from what we are 
hearing it would be best to go late July or early August. Council Member 
Mickens made a motion to take a trip to Washington in June to meet with 
the Delegation about funding requests for the City of Columbus. Council 
Member Beard seconded the motion. Mayor Gaskin called for discussion. 
Kevin Stafford came forward and remarked that a lot of the funding 
coming from the Feds is being held up. They are working on the budget 
in Washington and may not be complete until after recess in the fall and 
recommended the Council talk to the City’s lobbyists. One thing I have 
heard is that they will prioritize requests. Mayor Gaskin ended the 
discussion of this matter and called for the vote.  
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All Council Members voted in favor of this request except Council 
Member Greene and Councilwoman DiCicco, who opposed. 
 
The motion carried 4/2.  

 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 

A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 
 
ROYCE W. CHATMAN AND 
KATINA E. CHATMAN 
1524 Military Road 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0067  Burn Structure  
 
This case was removed from the Docket and has been remediated.  
 
JASON LANG 
1011 Moss Street 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0088  Abandoned and Dilapidated Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0088. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
BRIANNA HIBBLER 
102 Waterworks Rd. 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0092  Vegetation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0092. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
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Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
CAROL E. POINDEXTER 
2019 Strawberry Street 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0093  Vegetation, Rubbish and Garbage 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0093. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
JONES AND FREDA  
ENTERPRISE LLC  c/o 
FREDDIE HOWARD JONES 
1317 9th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0099  Vegetation, Rubbish and Garbage 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0099. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
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uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Ms. James was also 
requested to report this parcel of property to George Irby for the Blight 
Program. Councilwoman Stewart Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City 
may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more 
times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and 
cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other 
debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. 
Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0 
 
JACYNDA GRIFFIN 
817 17th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0051  Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0051.  No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has 
made improvements to the conditions of the property and recommended 
rescinding the previous immediate abatement order and giving the property 
owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property. The property is in such 
a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-
11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Jones made a motion to give 
the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property. Ms. James 
also recommends that an Order be issued for the property in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating the City may remove 
dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the 
twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass 
and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and other debris no more 
than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman 
Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
WILLIAM GREENLAW 
1106 17th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0078  Property Code Maintenance Violation 
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The General Counsel called cause number 25-0078.  No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has 
made improvements to the conditions of the property and recommended 
rescinding the previous immediate abatement order and giving the property 
owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property. The property is in such 
a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-
11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Jones made a motion to give 
the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property. Ms. James 
also recommends that an Order be issued for the property in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating the City may remove 
dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the 
twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass 
and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and other debris no more 
than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member 
Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
$250.00 OR LESS CASES: 
 
Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented eight (8) cases, $250.00 
or less for adjudication. Council Member Beard made a motion to accept the 
notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated 
according to statute. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE LIST FOLLOWS: 
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B. Discuss/Approve Recommendations from the April 14, 2025 Planning 
Commission meeting. 
 

Rezoning Case No. 25 - 03 
 
On Behalf of RIKU LLC 
202 7th Street North 
Tax Parcel 61W43-00-00400 
R-1 Single Family Residential District 
 
Request: Rezone property from R-1 Single Family Residential District to 
C-2 Community Commercial 
 
With a unanimous vote of 6 to 0, the Planning Commission recommended 
approval of the request.  
 
Finding of facts: 
 
The Commission based their decision on a change in the character of 
the neighborhood and a public need.   
 
Council Member Jones moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to rezone 
property at the 202 7th Street North from R-1 Single Family Residential District 
to C-2 Community Commercial I-2 be approved.  Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. There followed discussion, consideration, and review 
by the Council of the issues and facts presented by this request and the 
action taken by the City of Columbus Planning Commission.  
 

      All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.  
 
      The motion carried 6/0.  

 
C. Discuss/Approve Road Donation for Columbus Place entry.  

 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Road Donation for 
Columbus Place entry. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 

 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOLLOW: 
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D. Discuss/Approve request to award bid for Legal Publication of notices, 
including, but not limited to proceedings, ordinances, Resolutions and 
legal advertisements. 

 
Pat Mitchell reported that this request appeared on the April 15, 2025 
Agenda, but the Council voted to reject the bids and readvertise. According 
to the Purchasing Law, readvertising is not necessary when there is only two 
(2) sources of advertising in Columbus. A request was made to both 
advertising companies to resubmit in a sealed envelope. The Packet 
currently has the bid and she recommended that they be awarded the bid for 
2025-2026, their bid being the lowest bid. Councilwoman DiCicco made a 
motion to accept the recommendation and award the bid to the Packet. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
Council Members Stewart, Greene and DiCicco voted in favor of the motion. 
Council Members Mickens, Beard and Jones opposed the motion. This 
presented a tie vote. Mayor Gaskin voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 4/3. 
 
THE BIDS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
 
THE COMMERCIAL DISPATCH 
1st Insertion  $  0.12 cents per word 
2nd Insertion  $  0.10 cents per word  
 
THE COLUMBUS PACKET: 
1st Run   $  0.10 cents per word 
2nd Run   $  0.08 cents per word 
 

E. Discuss/Approve recommendation of award of Columbus Drainage 
Improvements 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve Contract Award for 
Columbus Drainage Improvements project. Two (2) bids were submitted for 
the listed project. The low bidder was Cullum Construction LLC, with a Total 
Base Bid amount of $3,886,684.32, Additive Alternate A in the Amount of 
$623,663.31, and Additive Alternate B in the amount of $799,496.38. 
Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOLLOW: 
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F. Discuss/Approve request to fill vacant Accounts Payable Clerk 
position, pending successful completion of all preliminary testing. 
 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the request to fill vacant 
Accounts Payable Clerk position, pending successful completion of all 
preliminary testing. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Council Member Mickens made a substitute motion to freeze hiring for Items 
“F” and “G” because the COO was not involved and wait until July when the 
new administration takes office. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. Councilwoman DiCicco remarked that we need help now and these 
positions should be filled. There are two (2) employees in the Finance 
Department that are working nights and weekend to continue the flow of 
work. Good help is hard to find. 
 
. 
2ND SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Council Member Jones made a second substitute motion to discuss these 
personnel matter in Executive Session. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion.  
 
Council Members Stewart, Mickens, Beard and Jones voted in favor of the 
2nd Substitute Motion. Council Members Greene and DiCicco opposed the 
motion. 
 
The motion carried 4/2. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve request to fill vacant Staff Accountant position, 
pending successful completion of all preliminary testing. 
 
SEE THE PREVIOUS ACTION TO MOVE  ITEMS “F” AND “G” TO 
EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR DISCUSSION. 

 
  
 
 

Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 
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