
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
February 18, 2025 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, February 18, 2025 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin 
presided over the meeting and all Council Members were present.  Also present were 
the General Counsel, the COO, CFO, the Police Chief, HR Director, and all other 
Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION: 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Rev. Leonardo 
Dismukes to offer the Invocation.   
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
Council Member Jones requested to add “Resolution to Keep MSMS in 
Columbus, MS” to the Policy Agenda.  
 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the Agenda as amended. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. The Mayor called for discussion, 
and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, with a 
unanimous vote, 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF FEBRUARY 4, 2025, 
MINUTES FOR THE SPECIAL MEETINGS OF JANUARY 30, 2025 
AND FEBRUARY 6, 2025. 

 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
February 4, 2025, Minutes for the Special Meetings of January 30, 2025 and 
February 6, 2025. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve permit request submitted by Jyl Barefield, on behalf of Columbus-
Lowndes Humane Society, to host “Zachary’s St. Patty’s Day Pawty” to be 
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held on March 16, 2025, from 8:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m., blocking 5th Street 
North at 2nd Avenue North and 3rd Avenue North and 2nd Avenue North to the 
driveway/alley opening at the Trotter Convention Center.  
 

B. Approve request for Police Officers Kimberly Hayes and William Henderson 
to attend the “2025 MLEOA Motor Officer Class” to be held in Flowood, MS 
and approve payment of membership fees, use of city vehicle for travel, 
lodging and reimbursement of meal expenses in the estimated total cost of 
$3,574.60 for two (2) weeks. 
 

C. Approve request for Public Works Office Manager, Tabitha Price, to attend 
the “Administrative Professional Day Conference” to be held in Athens, GA 
and approve payment of registration, lodging, travel and reimbursement of 
meal expenses, in the estimated total cost of $1,147.78.  

 

D. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Marco Rodriguez, to attend 
“Truck Company Operations” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve 
payment of registration, lodging, use of city vehicle for travel, books, and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, in the estimated total cost of $500.00. 

 

E. Accept request for three (3) Fire and Rescue personnel, Preston Long, 
DeAndra Lewis, and Alan Lewis to attend “Mississippi Trainee Agility Test 
(MSTAT)” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of registration, 
lodging, use of city vehicle for travel, books and reimbursement of meal 
expenses, in the estimated total cost of $40.00. 

 

F. Approve request of use of the Municipal Complex Courtroom by the Lowndes 
County Federation of Democratic Women to host political forum on March 11, 
2025, from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

 

G. Approve request of complimentary use of the stage near the Tennessee 
Williams House Museum and Welcome Center for Catfish in the Alley Festival 
on April 11th from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion.  Council Member Beard remarked that he has read on social 
media that a political debate is scheduled to be held in the Municipal 
Courtroom, but he has not seen a request.  The COO responded by stating 
that Representative Karriem has spoken to her and the Court Administrator, 
but has not submitted a request in writing. In the past, it has been done both 
ways, with and without a written request. The Court Administrator came forth 
and stated that she received an e-mail from Representative Karriem on 
February 13, 2025 about using the Courtroom. She requested a letter in 
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writing, but Representative Karriem stated that he needed to confirm the date 
in question and report back. The e-mail was forwarded to the COO. Mayor 
Gaskin asked if there were any objections and there being none, all Council 
Members voted in favor of same, with a unanimous vote, 6/0. 

 

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
February 18, 2025, in the amount of $1,888,889.47. Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion.  
 

 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried 6/0. 

 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 

A. Mayor Keith Gaskin asked Council Members if they had announcements or 
comments.  
 
Mayor Gaskin then thanked everyone for coming out on January 20 for the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Celebration and also thanked everyone that 
worked hard in coordinating this event.  
 

• Mayor Gaskin reminded everyone that the deadline to accept cans of 
soup will be February 21, 2025 can be dropped off in City Hall, Fire 
Station #1 or the Police Department. We will be competing against other 
cities in North Mississippi who will be collecting other items. At the end of 
the event, Helping Hands in Columbus will be the beneficiary of a variety 
of the foods collected.  
 

• Councilwoman Stewart sponsored Soul Food at Townsend Community 
Center. The event was well attended and the COO was the guest 
speaker. This event was in celebration of Black History Month.  
 

• Ms. Garrett announced that on Monday, March 3, 2025, Poll Workers 
Training will be held in the City Hall Courtroom, located on the 2nd Floor. 
Citizens interested in serving as Poll Workers must participate in this 
training, one of the three (3) scheduled times: 9:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. and 
6:00 p.m. Also, the Resolution Board Training will be held on March 3, 
2025 at 2:30 p.m.  

 

 

B. Promotion Pinning of Lieutenant Samuel Jackson 
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Chief Daughtry presented Lieutenant Samuel Jackson, who was recently 
promoted; however, his family could not be present at the time of promotion. 
His children pinned on his Lieutenant Bars and his wife pinned on his badge. 
The youngest child presented him with a Certificate of promotion. Lieutenant 
Jackson was congratulated by several former co-workers.  
 
Mayor Gaskin asked the Council if they had questions for the Department 
Heads. 
 

C. Building Inspection Department – January 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for January 
2025 was presented. Council Member Mickens requested the Building 
Official to review the Ordinance about having a business in a R-1 Single 
Family Residential District. No action was taken. 
 

D. Recreation Department  – January 2025 Monthly Report  
 
The Monthly Report from the Community Outreach Department for January 
2025 was presented. No action was taken.  
 

E. Garage – January 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Garage Department for January 2025 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

F. Public Works Department – January 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for January 2025 
was presented. Council Member Beard asked the Public Works Director if he 
had necessary equipment to keep drains clean. Mr. Bush answered  by 
saying “No” that he needs a Leaf Vacuum Truck and provided a brochure to 
the Mayor and Council. The cost for a new vacuum truck is around 
$300,000; however, it was not budgeted. The CFO was asked if there were 
any funds and he responded, $190,000 that was received from the State for 
the Southside Box Culvert. No action was taken. 
 

G. Code Enforcement Department – January 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for January 
2025 was presented. No action was taken.  
 

H. James M. Trotter Convention Center/Cemeteries – January 2025 
Monthly Report  
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The Monthly Report from the James M. Trotter Convention Center/ 
Cemeteries Department for January 2025 was presented. No action was 
taken.  
 

I. Community Outreach – January 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Community Outreach Department for January 
2025 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

J. Columbus Fire & Rescue Department – January 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire & Rescue Department for 
January 2025 was presented. No action was taken.  
 

K. Columbus Police Department – January 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for January 2025 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

L. Planning and Community Development – January 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Planning and Community Development 
Department for January 2025 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

M. Human Resources Department – January 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Department for January 
2025 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

N. Municipal Court Department – January 2025 Monthly Report  
 
The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Department for January 2025 
was presented. Councilwoman DiCicco noted that the sum of $55,000 was 
received for collection of fines. No action was taken.  
 

O. Information Technology – January 2025 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Information Technology Department for 
January 2025 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

P. Finance – January 2025 Monthly Report 
 
Jim Brigham, CFO, distributed the Monthly Financial Report for January 
2025 that includes the General Fund cash balance of $7,639,037.35, which 
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is a decrease of $304,928.07 compared to the same time last year. The 
Sales Tax Receipts for December were $966,045, which is an increase of 
$23,909.00 compared to the same time last year. The balance in the Major 
Projects (ARPA) is $3,3349,216.77. The City-wide Park Improvement project 
has a balance of $2,182,657.43. The Modernization Use Tax has a balance 
of $5,148,741.62. The balance in the Pedestrian Bridge Repair fund is 
$265,234.57 and the Amphitheater balance is $1,000,000.00. No action was 
taken 

 

Council Member Jones asked the Grant Writer/Administrator some questions 

about the $20,000,000.00 Re-Imagine Columbus Grant regarding furniture 

purchase included in the amount and asked her to report back. 

 

Q. Board Vacancies 
 

Jammie Garrett, COO announced vacancies on various boards, as follows: 
 
COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Telisa Young’s Term Expires 3/03/2025. 
Appointment will be made February 18, 2025. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Telisa Young 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to reappoint Telisa Young to the 
Columbus Municipal School District for a 5-Year Term, until 3/03/2030. 
Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0.. 
 
TREE BOARD 
2 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms, Expired January 2, 2025. 
 
There are no applicants at this time. 
 
Mayor Gaskin encouraged citizens to submit an application to serve as a 
member on this board. 
 
 CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU 
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Jay Patel’s Term expires 3/05/2025.  
Appointment will be made March 4, 2025. 
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APPLICANTS: 
Jay Patel 
David Armstrong 
 
Board of Adjustment & Appeals of Development Codes 
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Kevin Stafford’s Term expires 3/01/2025.  
Appointment will be made March 4, 2025. 
 
APPLICANTS: 
Kevin Stafford 
 

 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 
ERIN BUSBEA – Columbus-Lowndes Public Library System strategic 
Planning 
 

Ms. Erin Busbea came before the Mayor and Council on behalf of the 
Columbus-Lowndes Public Library System strategic Planning and invited 
the Mayor and Council to participate in the focus groups that will be taking 
place in March 2025. No action taken. 

 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 

A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 
 
KEVIN L. JONES / SYBIL D. BILLUPS 
301 S. Pickensville Road 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0016 Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0016. The Code Enforcement 
Officer, Sasha James, reported that this property has changed ownership and 
requested a 45-day extension to remediate the property. The property is in 
such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 
21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to 
give the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property. Ms. 
James also recommends that an Order be issued for the property in 
accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating the City 
may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more 
times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and 
cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and other 
debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0 
 
ADARTHA WILLIAMS 
1319 13th Avenue South 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0017 Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0017. Mrs. Adartha Williams 
appeared before the Mayor and Council and stated that due to family 
members’ illness and the passing of another sibling, they have decided to sell 
the property “as is.” Council Member Beard made a motion to table action on 
this case until it is determined it the property qualifies for the Blight 
Elimination Program. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
C L. CLAY 
1315 7th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0018 Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0018. Council Member Jones 
made a motion to table action on this Case Number to determine if the 
property qualifies for the Blight Elimination Program or if it can be burned by 
the Fire Department for training purposes. Council Member Beard seconded 
the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
CHRISTOPHER MORGAN 
1913 14th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  25-0019 Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0019. The Code Enforcement 
Officer, Sasha James, reported that the property owner has requested an 
extension of time to apply for a building permit and remediate this property. 
Ms. James requested a 45-day extension to remediate the property. The 
property is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard 
made a motion to give the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate 
the property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
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property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0 
 
$250.00 OR LESS CASES: 
 
Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented one (1) case, $250.00 or 
less for adjudication. Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to accept the 
notice for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated 
according to statute. Council Member Beard seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE LIST FOLLOWS: 
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B. Discuss/Approve Recommendations from the February 10, 2025 
 
       Permitted Use Case No. 24-11 (This was originally heard on December 9,  
      2024) 
 
      The Property is owned by Lowndes County 
      Location:  703 2nd Street North 
      On behalf of Cingular Wireless & A T & T 
      Tax Parcel 60W05-00-06300 
      C-3 Highway Commercial 
 
      Request is to install a 155-foot monopole telecommunication tower. 
 
      Finding of the Facts: 
 
      With a unanimous vote of 5 to 0, the Planning Commission recommended  
       denial of the request. The Commission based their decision on a large public 
      outcry and approval would not be in harmony with the community. 

 
Council Member Beard moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to deny 
the request to install a 155-foot monopole telecommunication tower be 
denied. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. There followed 
discussion, consideration, and review by the Council of the issues and facts 
presented by this request and the action taken by the City of Columbus 
Planning Commission.  
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to not accept the Planning 
Commission’s recommendation to deny the request to install a 155-foot 
monopole telecommunication tower. Council Member Jones seconded the 
motion.  
 
Councilwoman Stewart offered remarks, stating that the citizens are in need 
of the services. A T & T Regional Manager, C. D. Smith, came forward and 
stated that we do not have a suitable alternative.  
 
The vote to accept the Planning Commission’s request to deny the request 
are based on aesthetics concerns and location. There are other locations that 
A T & T can look at. Patton Hawn stated that the location meets the terms 
and conditions of the City’s Ordinance; the aesthetics are near a highway, the 
tower will not have a negative effect on property values and they have 
contacted the Department of Archives and History and have received 
clearance. 
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Mayor Gaskin invited members in the audience who object to this request.  
 
Attorney Amanda Meadows remarked that she has been retained by a client 
who owns a business in the area and her client is in opposition of locating the 
tower at this location. 
 
Becky Boyd came forth and voiced objections, stating she is not against a cell 
phone tower, but she is in opposition of the location. 
 
There were other citizens/business owners in the audience who were in 
opposition, but did not comment. 
 
Mayor Gaskin called for the vote. Council Members Stewart, Mickens and 
Jones voted in favor of the substitute motion not to accept the Planning 
Commission’s recommendation to deny the request to install a 155-foot 
monopole telecommunication tower.  Council Members Greene, Beard and 
DiCicco opposed the substitute motion. Mayor Gaskin voted in opposition of 
the substitute motion. 
 
The substitute motion failed 3 / 4. 

 
C. Discuss/Approve hiring two (2) Certified Police Officers, contingent 

upon successful completion of preliminary testing.  
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the request to hire two 
(2) Certified Police Officers: Patrick Ghoston and Scote Renfro, contingent 
on successful completion of preliminary testing. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
  
Council Member Beard exited the meeting. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve Resolution Ordering That Certain Specified Police 
Vehicles be Unmarked Pursuant to MS Code Section 25-1-87.   

 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Resolution Ordering 
That Certain Specified Police Vehicles be Unmarked Pursuant to MS Code 
Section 25-1-87.  Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. After a 
thorough discussion on the matter, the Mayor called for a vote on the motion 
and recorded the votes as follows: 
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 Council Member Stewart  voted: YES 
 Council Member Mickens   voted: YES 
 Council Member Greene  voted: YES 
 Council Member Beard  voted: ABSENT 
 Council Member Jones  voted: YES 
 Council Member DiCicco  voted: YES 
 
The Mayor then announced that the motion carried and the Resolution was 
duly adopted on this the  18th  day of  February , 2025. 

 
 
 
THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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E. Discuss/Approve request to fill Laborer position in the Public Works 
Department, pending successful completion of all preliminary testing. 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the request to hire Lentie 
Davis as a Laborer in the Public Works Department at $15.00 per hour, 
pending successful completion of all preliminary testing. Council Member 
Greene seconded the motion. 
 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

F. Discuss/Approve Application for Mississippi Arts Commission Project 
Grant. 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the request to submit 
application for Mississippi Arts Commission Project Grant for FY2026 for the 
Recreation Department for art educational opportunities, including a 
storyteller and a violinist for children’s programs, and a quilter for senior 
citizens. The grant is for $3,650 and requires a 50% match. Councilwoman 
Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve Resolution to Ensure Safe, Accessible, and Desirable 
Transportation Systems. 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to approve Resolution to Ensure 
Safe, Accessible and Desirable Transportation Systems. Councilwoman 
DiCicco seconded the motion. After a thorough discussion on the matter, the 
Mayor called for a vote on the motion and recorded the votes as follows: 
 
 Council Member Stewart  voted: YES 
 Council Member Mickens   voted: YES 
 Council Member Greene  voted: YES 
 Council Member Beard  voted: ABSENT 
 Council Member Jones  voted: YES 
 Council Member DiCicco  voted: YES 
 
The Mayor then announced that the motion carried and the Resolution was 
duly adopted on this the  18th  day of  February , 2025. 
 
THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
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H. Discuss/Approve Historic Resources Survey Contract in the amount of 
$58,500.00 for up to 700 parcels and for $85.00 per parcel above 700 
parcels, not to exceed $64,450.00. 
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Historic Resources 
Survey Contract in the amount of $58,500.00 for up to 700 parcels and for 
$85.00 per parcel above 700 parcels, not to exceed $64,450.00. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0.  
 
THE CONTRACT FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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I. Discuss/Approve Lobbyists Contract with W. T. Consultants, not to 

exceed $72,000 for the 2025 Session 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Lobbyists Contract 
with W. T. Consultants, not to exceed $72,000 for the 2025 Session. Council 
Member Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Council Member Greene made a motion to table this request until the next 
Council Meeting. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion. 
 
Council Members Stewart, Greene and DiCicco voted in favor of the 
substitute motion to table request. Council Member Mickens and Jones 
opposed the motion. 
 
The motion carried 3/2. 
 

J. Discuss/Approve Resolution of the Mayor and City Council of the City 
of Columbus declaring their support for keeping the Mississippi School 
for Mathematics and Science at the Mississippi University for Women  
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Resolution of the 
Mayor and City Council of the City of Columbus declaring their support for 
keeping the Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science at the 
Mississippi University for Women. Council Member Jones seconded the 
motion, and after a thorough discussion and deliberation, the Mayor called 
for a vote of the Council Members, then and there voting and recorded the 
votes as follows: 
 
  Council Member Stewart  voted: YES 
  Council Member Mickens   voted: YES 
  Council Member Greene  voted: YES 
  Council Member Beard  voted: ABSENT 
  Council Member Jones  voted: YES 
  Council Member DiCicco  voted: YES 
 
The Mayor then announced that the motion carried and the Resolution was 
duly adopted on this the  18th  day of  February , 2025. 
 
 
THE RESOLUTIION FOLLOWS: 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, the Mayor announced that the meeting was 

ADJOURNED. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 

.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 


