
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
November 19, 2024 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, November 18, 2024 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin 
presided over the meeting and all Council Members were present. Also present were 
the General Counsel, the COO, CFO, Assistant Police Chief Johnson, HR Director, and 
all other Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION: 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Assistant Police Chief 
and Pastor of Greater Mt. Zion M. B. Church, Columbus, MS to offer the 
Invocation.  
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
COO Jammie Garrett requested to add Item “K” to the Policy Agenda: 
Discuss/Approve Fossil Park Appraisals. 
 
Council Member Jones requested to add Discuss Pending Litigation Matter to 
Executive Session.  
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Agenda as amended. 
Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF OCTOBER 1, 2024. 
 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
November 5, 2024. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
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A. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel: Joe Denton and Damon 

Estes, to travel to inspect a Fire Apparatus in Sioux Fall, SD, and approve 
payment of registration, lodging, reimbursement of meal expenses and any 
other expenses in the total estimated cost of $1,600.00. 
 

B. Approve request for Chief Joseph Daughtry and Assistant Chief Garland 
Ward to attend the “Mississippi Association of Chiefs of Police 2024 Winter 
Educational Conference” to be held in Oxford, MS, and approve payment for 
registration, use of city vehicles, lodging and reimbursement of meal 
expenses in the total estimated cost of $1,230.00 each. 
 

C. Approve 2% Tourism Tax payment of $25,000.00 to Lowndes County, 
$20,833.33 to Golden Triangle Development LINK, $33,333.33 to the City of 
Columbus and $125,865.96 to Columbus Convention & Visitors Bureau, all 
disbursements totaling $205,032.62. 
 

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote. 

 

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
November 19, 2024, in the amount of $2,425,120.87. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion.  
 

 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 
 The motion carried 6/0. 

 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 

A. Mayor Gaskin asked members of the Box Family to come forward. He then 
read and presented a Proclamation to Mrs. Kay Box in memory of her late 
husband and City Council Member from 2009 – 2021.  
 

• Mayor Gaskin wished everyone a Happy and Healthy Thanksgiving. City 
Administrative Offices will work Monday – Wednesday, 8:00 – 5:00 and 
will be closed Thursday and Friday for the Thanksgiving holiday.  
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Mayor Gaskin then asked Council Members if they had any announcements 
or observations. There were none.  

 
Mayor Gaskin asked the Council if they had questions for Department Heads 
about their Monthly Reports.  
 

B. Finance – October 2024 Monthly Report 
 
Jim Brigham, CFO, distributed the Monthly Financial Report for October 
2024 that includes the General Fund cash balance of $9,516,627.98, which 
is an increase of $1,663,098.77 compared to the same time last year. The 
Sales Tax Receipts for October had not come when this report was created.. 
No action was taken. 
 

C. Community Outreach – October 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Community Outreach Department for October 
2024 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

D. Building Inspection Department  – October 2024 Monthly Report  
 
The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for October 
2024 was presented. No action was taken.  
 

E. Columbus Fire and Rescue Department – October 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for 
October 2024 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

F. Columbus Police Department – September 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for October 2024 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

G. Columbus Recreation Department – October 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Recreation Department for October 
2024 was presented. No action was taken.  
 

H. James M. Trotter Convention Center/Cemeteries – October 2024 
Monthly Report  
 
The Monthly Report from the James M. Trotter Convention 
Center/Cemeteries Department for October 2024 was presented. No action 
was taken.  



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
NOVEMBER 19, 2024 
 

 
I. Code Enforcement Department – October 2024 Monthly Report 

 
The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for October 
2024 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

J. Office of Planning & Community Development – October 2024 Monthly 
Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Office of Planning & Community Development 
for October 2024 was presented. No action was taken.  
 

K. Human Resources Department - October 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Department for October 
2024 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

L. Garage Department – October 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Garage Department for October 2024 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

M. Public Works Department – October 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for October 2024 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

N. Municipal Court Department – October 2024 Monthly Report  
 
The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Department for October 2024 
was presented. No action was taken.  
 

O. Board Vacancies 
 

Jammie Garrett, COO announced vacancies on various boards, as follows: 
 
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS & APPEALS 
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Stephen McBride’s Term expires December 4, 
2024.  
Appointment will be made December 1, 2024. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Stephen McBride 
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CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
3 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms, Quincy Harris’ Term Expires December 1, 
2024. Emily Johnson’s Term Expires December 1, 2024. Melissa Smith’s 
Term Expires December 4, 2024.   
 
Appointments will be made December 1, 2024. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Emily Johnson 
Stephen McBride 
Bo Harrison 
 

Council Member Mickens offered a Public Apology to Building Official Kenny 
Wiegel and asked for forgiveness for his actions at the November 5, 2024 
Council Meeting. He also offered remarks about allegations that recently 
appeared in an editorial in the Packet and stated that the only elected position 
he is seeking is reelection to the Ward 2 seat. Finally, Council Member Mickens 
offered a statement of apology for his actions to Citizens of Ward 2, stating that 
he never wants his actions to reflect negatively on them and ending by 
apologizing. 
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 

A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 
 
SOUTH TRAIL CORP 
c/o A. R. Luman 
5th Street South 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0346  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0346. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0 
 
 
KATHERINE CLAYBORN 
2406 3rd Avenue South 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0352  Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0352. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
ALONZO MONTGOMERY / 
FREDRICK THOMAS 
2510 23rd Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0361  Abandoned Structure, Property 
      Maintenance Code Violation 
      Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0361. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
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rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0 
 
LULA MAE JAMES 
1119 6th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0287  Vegetation, Rubbish and Garbage 
      Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0287. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
RICHARD C. YOUNG 
CREOLA DUFF 
2024 College Street 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0369 Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0369. Richard Young, property 
owner, and Marvin Lyons (Family Member) came forward and apprised the 
Mayor and Council of the status of this renovation project. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has made some 
progress to the conditions; however, they are not visible from the outside. The 
property owner remarked that he needed to stabilize the structure inside 
before working on the outside. The property is in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
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Mississippi Code.  Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, to give the property owner until the 
end of March 2025 to remediate the property and asked the property owner 
to board up the windows. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
BILLISHA FOX 
1911 N. Robertson Street 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0354    Property Maintenance Code Violation 
        Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0354. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has made 
substantial improvement to the conditions and recommended giving the 
property owner a 30-day extension to remediate the property. The property 
is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard made a 
motion to give the property owner a 30-day extension to remediate the 
property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
$250.00 OR LESS CASES: 
 
Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented two (2) cases, $250.00 
or less for adjudication. Council Member Beard made a motion to accept the 
notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated 
according to statute. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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B. Discuss/Approve Award of Lowest Responsive Bid from Weathers 

Construction, Inc. in the amount of $161,800.00 JZS, LLC in the amount 
of $236,300.00 and Beckwith Construction Company, LLC in the 
amount of $48,000.00 for the Propst Park Lower Field Softball 
Conversion.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to award Lowest Responsive Bid 
from Weathers Construction, Inc. in the amount of $161,800.00 JZS, LLC in 
the amount of $236,300.00 and Beckwith Construction Company, LLC in the 
amount of $48,000.00 for the Propst Park Lower Field Softball Conversion.  . 
Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
The Bid Tabulations follow: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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C. Discuss/Approve request to purchase a Rosenbauer Commander Aerial 
Fire Truck in the amount of $975,000.00 through the use of State Fire 
Insurance Rebate and State Appropriation funds, with the remaining 
balance of $285,000.00 from the City of Columbus Reserve Funds  

 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to purchase a 
Rosenbauer Commander Aerial Fire Truck in the amount of $975,000.00 
through the use of State Fire Insurance Rebate and State Appropriation 
funds, with the remaining balance of $285,000.00 from the City of Columbus 
Capital Reserve Funds and approve a budget amendment approving this 
purchase. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion. 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 

 

D. Discuss/Approve hiring one (1) Entry-Level Firefighter, pending 
successful completion of a pre-employment physical exam and drug 
screen. 
 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the request to hire 
DeAndra T. Lewis as an Entry-Level Firefighter, pending successful 
completion of a pre-employment physical exam and drug screen. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

E. Discuss Approve request to fill one (1) vacant Truck Driver position in 
the Public Works Department, pending successful completion of all 
preliminary testing. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to hire 
Christian Guyton as a Truck Driver, pending successful completion of all 
preliminary testing. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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F. Discuss/Approve request to transfer an employee from Columbus 
Recreation Department to the Public Works Department with the same 
rate of pay.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to transfer 
Efrem Coleman from the Recreation Department to the Public Works 
Department with the same rate of pay. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve engaging USDA-APHIS-Wildlife Services to Trap and 
Remove Beavers and dams. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to engage USDA-APHIS-Wildlife 
Services to trap and remove beavers and dams in the amount of $5,001.47 
and train an employee to properly perform this task. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Kevin Stafford, dba Neel-Schaffer, Inc.  came before the Mayor and Council 
to discuss Landfill use and the City’s options. No action was taken. 
 

H. Discuss/Approve Use Agreement for Columbus Light & Water 
Department 
 
COO Jammie Garrett remarked that Columbus Light & Water Department’s 
Boom Trucks are inoperable and they are in need of a Boom Truck. She 
asked if CL&W could use one of the City’s older Boom Trucks for 
approximately two (2) weeks. An agreement has been prepared for both 
entities to sign. Council Member Jones made a motion to approve for 
Columbus Light and Water to use one of the City’s older Boom Trucks for 
approximately two (2) weeks once the Agreement has been signed. Council 
Member Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
. 

I. Discuss/Approve Real Estate Listing Contract. 
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Council Member Jones made a motion to approve Real Estate Listing 
Contract with Jeffrey Carter for the sale of old Fire Station #4, located on 
Airline Road, with a listing price of $35,000. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
The Contract follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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J. Discuss/Approve Order Vacating and Abandoning Unopened Municipal 

Street. 
 
The Mayor and Council of the City of Columbus took up for consideration a 
petition filed by Alex Sparkman, joined by all his neighbors claiming an 
interest in the relief requested in his petition, seeking an order approving the 
City to vacate and abandon the section of roadway located on 7th Avenue 
North pursuant to the description. Council Member Jones made a motion to 
proceed with the Order Vacating and Abandoning Unopened Municipal 
Street. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion, and after due 
consideration and discussion, the Mayor called for a vote on the motion 
which the Council Members voted, individually and as a group as follows: 
 
 
  Council Member Stewart   voted: YES 
  Council Member Joseph Mickens  voted: YES 
  Council Member Rusty Greene  voted: YES 
  Council Member Pierre Beard  voted: YES 
  Council Member Stephen Jones  voted: YES 
  Council Member Jacqueline DiCicco voted: YES 
 
The Mayor then announced that the foregoing Order had passed on a vote of  
 6  to  0  and that said Order was thereby adopted. 
 
 
 
 
 
THE ORDER FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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K. Discuss/Approve Appraisal for the Fossil Park 
 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the Appraisal for the 
Fossil Park, which will be paid out of the funds that were donated. Council 
Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 Ayad Taofik – Project Manager with Waggoner Inc. introduced the new local 
Project Manager, Josh Sansing., PE. 
 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Beard moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Councilwoman Stewart and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 

.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

  (THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
 


