
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
October 1, 2024 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, October 1, 2024 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin 
presided over the meeting and all Council Members were present. Also present were 
the General Counsel, the CFO, Police Chief, HR Director, and all other Department 
Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION: 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Rev. Leonardo 
Dismukes to offer the Invocation.  
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
Mayor Gaskin requested to add Item “Q” to the Consent Agenda: Approve permit 
request for Catfish in the Alley Studio Ribbon Cutting. 
 
Also requested is to move Item “F” on the Policy Agenda to Executive Session.  

 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 17, 2024.  
 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
September 17, 2024. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve permit request submitted by Tiffany Jefferson, on behalf of 
Columbus High School, to host the “Homecoming Parade” to be held on 
October 3, 2024, from 4:45 p.m. until 6:00 p.m., leaving Fairview Baptist 
Church, left on South Browder Street, right on Alabama street, left on North 
McCrary Road, right on Warpath Road and the final destination at the football 
stadium. 
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B. Approve permit request submitted by Tiffany Jefferson, on behalf of 
Columbus High School, to host the “Columbus High School Homecoming 
Tailgating” to be held  on October 4, 2024 from 4:45 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. at 
the old band practice field across from the tennis court at Columbus High 
School, blocking North McCrary at Warpath Road and Hemlock Street. 

 

 
C. Approve permit request submitted by Debra Williams to host “Dean Acres 

Reunion” to be held on October 5, 2024 from 12:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m., 
blocking the corner lot of Burgundy Drive and Maderia Drive.  

 

D. Approve permit request submitted by Lonvojsier Cockrell, on behalf of St. 
James United Methodist Church, to host a “Health Fair” to be held on October 
26, 2024 from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. at 722 Military Road, blocking 8th 
Avenue North at Military Road and 12th Street North. 

 

E. Approve permit request submitted by Lonvojsier Cockrell, on behalf of St. 
James United Methodist Church, to host a “Fun and Show Day” to be held on 
November 2, 2024 from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. at 722 Military Road, 
blocking 8th Avenue North at Military Road and 12th Street North. 

 

F. Approve permit request submitted by Frances Glenn, on behalf of Columbus-
Lowndes Convention & Visitors Bureau, to host “Filming in Historic Catfish 
Alley” to be held on October 5, 2024 from 1:00 p.m. until 3:30 p.m., blocking 
4th Street South at Main street and College Street. See attached map. 

 

G. Approve permit request submitted by Frances Glenn, on behalf of Columbus-
Lowndes Convention & Visitors Bureau, to host “Catfish in the Alley” to be 
held on April 12, 2025 from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. with streets being 
blocked on Friday, April 11, 2025 from 12:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
April 12, 2025.  See attached map. 

 

H. Approve permit request submitted by Jace Ferraez, on behalf of Preservation 
Society of Columbus, to host a “Fall Pilgrimage: Ghost Tales in Catfish Alley” 
to be held on November 2, 2024 from 6:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m., blocking 4th 
Street South at Main Street and College Street.  

 

I. Accept letter of resignation from CPD Officer, McKenzie Rogers, effective 
September 23, 2024. 

 

J. Approve permit request submitted by Kaleena Richardson, on behalf of 
Legacy Real Estate Group, LLC, to host “Legacy Fall Festival at the Annex” to 
be held on October 27, 2024, from 3:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. at 605 - 2nd 
Avenue North, blocking 2nd Avenue North at 6th Street North and 7th Street 
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North and blocking 6th Street North at 2nd Avenue North and 3rd avenue North. 
See attached map.  

 

K. Ratify approval of permit request submitted by Valerie Weaver, on behalf of 
Sim Scott Seniors, to host “Pinktober Walk for a Cure Breast Cancer” held on 
October 1, 2024 from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m., starting at 909 - 20th Street 
North to 7th Avenue North and back to 909 – 20th Street North.  

 

L. Approve request for the Landfill Supervisor to attend the “SWANA Fall 
Conference” to be held in Natchez, MS, and approve payment of registration, 
lodging, travel, and reimbursement of meal expenses in the total estimated 
cost of $1,202.70.  

 

M. Approve request for the Public Works Assistant Director, Bennie Coleman, to 
attend “MS811 Summit” to be held in Biloxi, MS and approve payment of 
registration, lodging, travel and reimbursement of meal expenses in the total 
estimated cost of $877.77. 

 

N. Accept letter of resignation from Public Works employee, Donta Perry, 
effective September 12, 2024 and authorize the HR Director to follow normal 
recruitment procedures. 

 

O. Approve request to designate the Trotter Convention Center as an alternative 
location for the Reopening of the Bridge Ceremony if it rains. The event is 
scheduled to be held on Sunday, October 6, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. 

 

P. Approve request for the Chief Financial Officer, Jim Brigham, to attend CPA 
training on October 22 & 23, 2024 at no cost to the City. 

 

Q. Approve permit for Grand Opening of Catfish  Alley Studio Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony, to be held October 3, 2024 at 4:00 p.m. 
 

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
amended. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote. 

 

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
October 1, 2024, in the amount of $937,056.48. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. Councilwoman DiCicco directed questions about vouchers 
on the docket to the Park Director, who came forward and offered an 
explanation. 
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 All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion, except Council 
 Member Jones and Councilwoman DiCicco, who opposed. 
 
 The motion carried 4/2. 

 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 

A. Mayor Gaskin asked members of the Council if they had any 

announcements. There were none. 
 
Mayor Gaskin then made the following announcement about upcoming 
events: 
 

• I want to remind the public to come out to National Night Out on Crime 
that will begin tonight at 6:00 p.m. in front of the Municipal Complex.  
 

• The 7th Avenue Heritage Festival will be held on October 4 & 5, 2024.  
 

• Little Hands/Big Trucks will be held Saturday, October 5, 2024 at the 
Farmer’s Market.  

 

• Oktober Fest will be held at Munson Brother on October 5, 2024.  
 

• Children’s Health Resource Fair will be held on October 5, 2024 at the 
Farmers’ Market/Boy Scout Hut from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon. There will 
be free resources and information for parents, educators, caregivers and 
Community partners. 

 

• The Pedestrian Bridge reopening will be held on Sunday, October 6, 
2024, beginning at 2:00 p.m. The program and ribbon-cutting ceremony 
will begin at 2:30. Following the program, the public can listen to a band, 
Delta Rising, who will be performing on the Riverwalk stage. This event 
will be moved to the Trotter Convention Center if it rains.  

 
B. Board Vacancies 

 
Mayor Gaskin announced vacancies on various boards, as follows: 

 
REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY BOARD 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Dennis Erby’s Term expires October 15, 2024.  
Appointment will be made October 15, 2024. 
 
APPLICANT: 
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Dennis Erby 
 
COLUMBUS-LOWNDES LIBRARY BOARD 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Hillary Richardson’s Term expires October 1, 
2024. 
Appointment will be made October 1, 2024. 
 
APPLICANTS: 
Anita Pintado 
Elizabeth (Libby) Robertson 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to appoint Anita Pintado to the 
Columbus-Lowndes Library Board for a 5-Year Term, until October 1, 
2029. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
GOLDEN TRIANGLE LINK DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Bill West’s Term expires September 30, 2024.  
Appointment will be made October 1, 2024. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Bill West 
 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to reappoint Bill West to the 
Golden Triangle LINK Development Board for a 3-Year Term, until 
September 30, 2027. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 
Attorney Chynee Bailey, Columbus Middle School Parent Teacher 
Organization, with request of financial support. 
 
Attorney Chynee Bailey came before the Mayor and Council and requested 
financial support in the amount of $10,000 for a Parade that will be held 
honoring the Middle School for achieving a “B” rating. The funds would be used 
for floats and decoration. Attorney Bailey was asked if she had a budget and 
she answered “No” and remarked that she is accepting donations to the cause. 
Council Member Beard made a motion to give Ms. Bailey and Columbus Middle 
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School the sum of $5,000 for this cause. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. The funds will be taken from the 2% Restaurant Beverage Tax fund as a 
Special Event. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Council Member 
Greene, who opposed. 
 
The motion carried 5/1. 
 
Mayor Gaskin remarked that the City is very proud to see the “B” rating for most 
schools and the “A” rating for Fairview Elementary School.  
 
Pastor Johnny Durrah & Julia Burgin – Watershed/Drainage 
 
Pastor Durrah and Ms. Burgin did not show up. 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 
A. ITEM “A” WAS DISCUSSED ABOVE IN EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

 
B. Discuss/Approve request pertaining to Leadership Plaza – request 

permission to remove the existing faucets and replace them with a 
freeze-proof faucet and request permission to remove the gas poles at 
no cost to the City. 

 

Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request pertaining to 
Leadership Plaza – request permission to remove the existing faucets and 
replace them with a freeze-proof faucet and request permission to remove 
the gas poles at no cost to the City. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 

C. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 
 
RONALD/TWANA COCKRELL 
126 Gaylane Drive 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0265  Dilapidated Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0265. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has made 
substantial improvement to the conditions and recommended giving the 
property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property. The property 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
OCTOBER 1, 2024 
 

is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Greene made a 
motion to give the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the 
property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
JOHN N. BOTES 
707 Cornelia Street 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0274  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0274. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has made 
substantial improvement to the conditions and recommended giving the 
property owner a 15-day extension to remediate the property. The property 
is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Greene made a 
motion to give the property owner a 15-day extension to remediate the 
property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
SAMMY L. ROLAND 
402 19th Street South 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0264  Dilapidated Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0264. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
OCTOBER 1, 2024 
 

Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0 
 
 
WILLIE M. COLEMAN JR. 
514 15th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0268  Dilapidated Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0268. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
JONES AND MESINA ENTERPRISE LLC 
604 13th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0269  Property Maintenance Code Violation 
      Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0269. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
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uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0 
 
 
WILLIAM ANDERSON 
810 Railroad Street 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0270  Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage 
      Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0270. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0 
 
$250.00 OR LESS CASES: 
 
Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented six (6) cases, $250.00 or 
less for adjudication. Council Member Greene made a motion to accept the 
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notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated 
according to statute. Council Member Beard seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE LIST FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   (THE CITY OF COLUMBUS) 
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D. Discuss/Approve 2024 Municipal Compliance Report 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the 2024 Municipal 
Compliance Report. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. Mayor 
Gaskin asked if there were questions or comments regarding this matter. 
CFO Jim Brigham remarked that there were two (2) areas where the City 
was not in compliance: annual inventory of its assets in accordance with 
guidelines by the Office of the State Auditor and Lettering on some City 
vehicles are not in compliance. The State’s guidelines have been sent to all 
Department Heads so that all City vehicles with non-compliant lettering can 
be replaced. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE MUNICIPAL COMPLIANCE REPORT FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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E. Discuss/Approve hiring two (2) Entry-Level Firefighters, pending 

successful completion of all preliminary testing.  
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to hire two (2) 
Entry-Level Firefighters: Preston Long and Chas Price, pending successful 
completion of all preliminary testing. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the 
motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

F. MOVED TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

G. Discuss/Approve request from the Columbus Police Department to 
purchase two (2) Stalker Lidar Handheld Radars from Stalker in the 
amount of $5,165.00, using funds from the Mississippi Office of 
Highway Safety Traffic Services Grant 

 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request from the 
Columbus Police Department to purchase two (2) Stalker Lidar Handheld 
Radars from Stalker in the amount of $5,165.00, using funds from the 
Mississippi Office of Highway Safety Traffic Services Grant. Council Member 
Jones seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
H. Discuss/Approve request to designate Susan Wilder, Grant Writer/ 

Administrator, as the application agent for the FEMA Storm Shelter 
Grant   

 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to designate Susan Wilder, Grant 
Writer/Administrator, as the application agent for the FEMA Storm Shelter 
Grant. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. Ms. Wilder was asked to 
provide a list of active grants she is currently working on. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

I. Discuss/Approve unallocated paving funding 
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Council Member Greene made a motion to allocate $26,000 from the 
unallocated paving funding to pave Cooper Road and divide the remaining 
$77,000.00 equally among all six (6) wards. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

J. Discuss/Approve Resolution Approving Property Settlement 
Statements and authorizing the Mayor to execute same together with 
other documents necessary to close transaction as it pertains to Leigh 
Entities.  
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Resolution approving 
Property Settlement Statements and Authorizing Columbus Mayor Keith 
Gaskin to Execute same together with other documents necessary to Close 
Real Estate Transaction. Council Member Beard seconded the motion and 
after deliberation, the Mayor called for and recorded the votes to adopt the 
Resolution as follows:  
 
  Ethel Taylor Stewart voted:  YES 
  Joseph Mickens, Sr. voted:  YES 
  Rusty Greene  voted:  YES 
  Pierre Beard   voted:  YES 
  Stephen Jones  voted:  YES 
  Jacqueline DiCicco  voted:  YES 
 
The Mayor then announced that the above and foregoing Resolution passed 
upon a unanimous vote of six to zero, 6/0, and thereby announced that the 
above and foregoing Resolution was : ADOPTED, on this the  1st  day 
of October, 2024. 
 
THE RESOLUTION AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOLLOW: 
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K. Consider/Approve Redistricting Ordinance 

 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Redistricting 
Ordinance. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of this motion. 
 
The Motion carried 6/0.  
 
THE ORDINANCE WILL BE ADDED FOR THE MINUTE BOOK. 
 

 
THE NEXT MATTER WAS MOVED FROM THE POLICY AGENDA FOR 
DISCUSSION. 
 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor and 

City Council. There being none, the Mayor announced that the meeting was 

ADJOURNED.  

 
 
 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


