
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
September 17, 2024 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, September 17, 2024 
at 5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin 
presided over the meeting and all Council Members were present. Also present were 
the General Counsel, the COO, CFO, Police Chief, HR Director, and all other 
Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION: 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Rev. Leonardo 
Dismukes to offer the Invocation.  
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
Councilwoman DiCicco requested to move Item “P” on the Consent Agenda to 
the Policy Agenda as Item “J.” Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve 
the agenda as amended. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2024, 
THE MEETING OF THE 1st HEARING/SPECIAL MEETING OF 
AUGUST 15, 2024, SPECIAL MEETINGS OF SEPTEMBER 9 AND 
12, 2024. 

 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
September 3, 2024, Minutes of the 1st Hearing/Special Meeting of August 15, 
2024, and Minutes of Special Meetings of September 9 and 12, 2024. Council 
Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
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A. Accept letter of resignation from Fire and Rescue Firefighter, Robert 

Dinsmore, effective September 17, 2024 and approve compensation of any 
unused vacation leave. 
 

B. Approve request for the Code Enforcement Director, Sasha Jaynes, to attend 
the Keep Mississippi Beautiful State Conference to be held in Ocean Springs, 
MS on November 4 & 5, 2024 and approve payment of registration, lodging, 
and reimbursement of meal expenses in the estimated total cost of $448.08. 
 

C. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Landon Hill, to attend “NFPA 
1002 Driver/Operator” class to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment 
of registration, lodging, travel and reimbursement of meals in the estimated 
total cost of $225.00. 

 

D. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Baron McKee, to attend 
“Vehicle Extrication and Rescue Technician” to be held in Jackson, MS and 
approve payment of registration, use of a city vehicle and reimbursement of 
meal expenses in the estimated total cost of $680.00. 

 

E. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Kameron Pearson, to attend 
“Fire Service Instructor” to be held in Jackson, MS and approve payment of 
registration, lodging, use of a city vehicle and reimbursement of meal 
expenses in the estimated total cost of $1,075.00. 

 

F. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel: James Dunnam, Victoria 
Culpepper and Christian Thomas to attend “NFPA 1001-Basic Firefighter” to 
be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of registration, lodging, use of 
a city vehicle, any other required expenses and reimbursement of meal 
expenses in the estimated total cost of $5,800.00. 

 

G. Approve request for CPD Captain, Terence Ware, to attend two (2) session of 
the “FMINAA Leadership Certification Program” to be held in Southaven, MS 
and approve payment of registration, lodging, use of city vehicle, books and 
reimbursement of meal expenses in the estimated total cost of $1,455.00. 

 

H. Approve permit request submitted by Shane Cruse, on behalf of Victory 
Tabernacle Church, to host a “Fall Fest Block Party” to be held on October 
27, 2024 from 4:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. at 324 5th Street South. See attached 
map. 

 

I. Approve permit request submitted by Rosalyn Merchant on behalf of First 
Methodist Church Early Learning Center, to host a “Boo Parade” to be held 
on October 31, 2024 from 10:00 a.m. until 11:15 a.m. See attached map. 
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J. Approve permit request submitted by Craig Chapman, on behalf of the 
Columbus Municipal School District, to host a “Parade and Assembly to 
Celebrate Districts’ 2023 – 2024 accountability Rating” to be held on October 
17, 2024 from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m., starting at the Columbus Police 
Department and proceed to the corner of Bank of Commerce on Main Street. 
A stage will be set up at the intersection of Main Street and 5th Street. 

 

K. Approve permit request submitted by Rosalyn Merchant, on behalf of First 
Methodist Church, Annunciation Catholic Church and St. Paul Episcopal 
Church, to host a “Fall Festival” to be held on October 27, 2024 from 4:00 
p.m. until 6:30 p.m. See attached map. 

 

L. Ratify permit request submitted by Keith Brooks, on behalf of the Hodges 
Family, to host a “Memorial/Homegoing Celebration” that was held on 
September 14, 2024 from 5:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m., blocking Ash Street at 
11th Avenue North and 12th Avenue North. 

 

M. Approve request to renew Notary Commission for Rogena Bonner, Director of 
Trotter Convention Center and approve payment of necessary notary supplies 
in the estimated cost of $400.00. 

 

N. Approve payment in the amount of $10,800.00 to Falcon Contracting for the 
repair of the 5th Street void. 

 

O. Approve payment of aging invoice for pre-employment physicals for two (2) 
Public Works employees to Baptist Urgent Care in the amount of $330.00. 

 

P. MOVED TO POLICY AGENDA 
 

Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
amended. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote from those present, 6/0. 

 

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
September 17, 2024, in the amount of $628,239.50. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion.  
 

 All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion, except Councilwoman  
 DiCicco, who opposed. 
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 The motion carried 5/1. 
 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 

A. Mayor Gaskin asked members of the Council if they had any 
announcements.  
 

• Mayor Gaskin Congratulated the Columbus Municipal School District for 
attaining a “B” Rating.   
 

• Mayor Gaskin announced that September 17 – 23, 2024 is Constitution 
Week, which is a week-long observance in the United States that honors 
the adoption of the Constitution and the rights of citizenship. He 
proceeded to read a Proclamation in recognition of the event.  

 

• REMINDER: October 7, 2024 is the deadline date to register to vote for 
the upcoming November 5th Election. 

 

• The City is a sponsor of “Thunder Over Columbus” at CAFB and 
encouraged the public to attend this event. 

 
Mayor Gaskin asked the Council if they had questions about the Department 
Heads’ Monthly Reports.  
 

B. Building Inspection – August 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for August 
2024 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

C. Community Outreach – August 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Community Outreach for August 2024 was 
presented. No action was taken.  
 

D. Columbus Police Department – August 2024 Monthly Report  
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for August 2024 
was presented. No action was taken.  
 

E. Garage - August 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the James M. Trotter Convention Center/Friendship 
Cemetery for May 2024 was presented. No action was taken.  
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F. James M. Trotter Convention Center – Friendship/Sandfield Cemeteries 
– August 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the James M. Trotter Convention Center – 
Friendship/Sandfield Cemeteries – August 2024 Monthly Report was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

G. Office of Planning and Community Development Department – August 
2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Office of Planning and Community 
Development Department for August 2024 was presented. No action was 
taken.  
 

H. Code Enforcement Department – August 2024 Monthly Report  
 
The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for August 
2024 was presented. No action was taken.  
 

I. Columbus Fire and Rescue Department – August 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for 
August 2024 was presented.  No action was taken. 
 

J. Columbus Recreation Department – August 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Recreation Department for August 
2024 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

K. Human Resources – August 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Department for August 
2024 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

L. Public Works Department – August 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for August  2024 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

M. Municipal Court – August 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court for August 2024 was 
presented. A question was directed to the Municipal Court Administrator 
about the increase in fines. She responded that CPD has a Traffic Officer 
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who is writing more tickets, which accounts for the increase, plus the court is 
permitting offenders to pay what they can on fines. 
 

N. Finance – May 2024 Monthly Report 
 
Jim Brigham, CFO, distributed the Monthly Financial Report for August 2024, 
that includes the General Fund cash balance of $9,719,694.28, which is an 
increase of $1,316,873.32 compared to the same time last year. The Sales 
Tax Receipts for August are $919,334.00, which is an increase of $4,720.00 
compared to the previous year. No action was taken. 
 

O. Board Vacancies 
 

Jammie Garrett, COO announced vacancies on various boards, as follows: 
 
REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY BOARD 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Dennis Erby’s Term expires October 15, 2024.  
Appointment will be made October 15, 2024. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Dennis Erby 
 
COLUMBUS-LOWNDES LIBRARY BOARD 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Hillary Richardson’s Term expires October 1, 
2024. 
Appointment will be made October 1, 2024. 
 
APPLICANTS: 
Anita Pintado 
Elizabeth (Libby) Robertson 
 
GOLDEN TRIANGLE LINK DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Bill West’s Term expires September 30, 2024.  
Appointment will be made October 1, 2024. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Bill West 
 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
1 Vacancy, 4-Year Term, Robert Ivy’s Term expires September 20, 2024.  
Appointment will be made September 17, 2024. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Robert Ivy 
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Council Member Beard made a motion to reappoint Robert Ivy to the 
Historic Preservation Commission for a 4-Year Term, until September 20, 
2028. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0.  
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 
A. ITEM “A” WAS DISCUSSED ABOVE IN EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

 
B. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 

 
PORTER HILL / AUGUSTA HILL 
1602 22nd Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0261  Burned / Dilapidated Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0261. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Jones seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0 
 
SECRETARY OF THE U.S. DEPARTMENT 
OF HOUSING & URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
514 Forrest Lane 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0263  Burned / Dilapidated Structure 
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The General Counsel called cause number 24-0263. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Jones seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0 
 
$250.00 OR LESS CASES: 
 
Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented two (2) cases, $250.00 
or less for adjudication. Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to accept the 
notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated 
according to statute. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE LIST FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2024 
 

 
 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2024 
 

 
 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2024 
 

 
C. Discuss/Approve recommendations from the September 9, 2024 

Planning Commission Meeting.  
 
Rezoning Case No. 24-03 
 
Jeremy Jantz, Property Owner / Represented by Earl Harris 
900 block of Highway 45 North 
Tax Parcel 61W08-00-05803 
R-1 Single Family Residential District 
 
A request to rezone the property from R-1 Single Family Residential to 
C-3 Highway Commercial 
 
The Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend denial of the 
request. 
 
The Commission based their decision on a public outcry opposing the 
request; a lack of change in the character of the neighborhood, and an 
unproven public need. 

 
Council Member Jones moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to deny   
the request to rezone the property from R-1 Single Family Residential to C-3 
Highway Commercial be approved. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion. Building Official, Kenney Wiegel, stated that there was a public outcry 
in objection to this request.  There followed discussion, consideration, and 
review by the Council of the issues and facts presented by this request and 
the action taken by the City of Columbus Planning Commission.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve paving Cooper Road at Burford Electric Service, Inc. 
 
Kevin Stafford, dba Neel-Schaffer, Inc., came forward and stated that the 
estimate to pave Cooper Road at Burford Election Service, Inc. will be much 
less if the road can be paved using the current bid numbers, plus a 10% 
contingency out of the remaining $800K. The Council then discussed other 
crucial roads that are in dire need of paving and offered several suggestions 
on dividing the $800K up for this purpose. Following discussion, Council 
Member Greene made a motion to pave Cooper Road at Burford Electric 
Service, Inc. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion. 
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

E. Discuss/Approve Awarding Engineering Services for Safe Streets for 
All Grant. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to award the Engineering Contract to 
Neel-Schaffer, Inc. for the Safe Streets for All Grant. Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

F. Discuss/Approve Grant Accounting Policies and Procedures 
 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the Grant Accounting 
Policies and Procedures policy. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE GRANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES POLICY 
FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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G. Discuss/Approve the repair or demolition of the property located at 161 
Maple Street.  

 
The Mayor and Council engaged in discussion of the feasibility of repairing 
this building or demolishing it. Kenny Wiegel, Building Official, was asked to 
come forward and give his professional opinion of the structure and an 
estimate of the cost if the City chose to repair this structure. Mr. Wiegel 
remarked that the roof only will cost between $18,000 and $20,000 and an 
estimate cost to renovate is $220,000.00. Council Member Greene made a 
motion to demolish the City-owned structure located at 161 Maple Street. 
Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
Council Members Stewart, Mickens, Greene and DiCicco voted in favor of the 
motion to demolish structure. Council Members Beard and Jones opposed 
the motion. 
 
The motion carried 4/2 
 

H. Discuss/Approve Healthy Workplace Health Fair Incentive of not more 
than twelve (12) hours with pay to be taken by December 31, 2024 for 
employees who participate in the Health Screening. 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Healthy Workplace 
Health Fair Incentive of not more than twelve (12) hours with pay to be taken 
by December 31, 2024 for employees who participate in the Health 
Screening. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

I. Discuss/Approve applying for the Department of Justice’s Byrne 
Equipment Grant in the amount of $1,873,500.00. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to apply for 
the Department of Justice’s Byrne Equipment Grant in the amount of 
$1,873,500.00 and requires no matching funds. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of this motion. 
 
The Motion carried 6/0.  
 
Item “J” was moved from the Consent Agenda: 
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J. Approve request for City Council Members to attend “NLC 100 Years – 
1924 – 2024: A Century of Strengthening Cities” to be held in Tampa 
Bay, Florida on November 12 – 16, 2024 and approve payment of 
registration, lodging, travel, meal expenses and any other expenses in 
the total estimated cost of $2,855.00 each. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request for City 
Council Members to attend “NLC 100 Years – 1924 – 2024: A Century of 
Strengthening Cities” to be held in Tampa Bay, Florida on November 12 – 
16, 2024 and approve payment of registration, lodging, travel, meal 
expenses and any other expenses in the total estimated cost of $2,855.00 
each. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
Council Members Stewart, Mickens, Beard and Jones voted in favor of the 
motion. Council Members Greene and DiCicco opposed the motion. 
 
The motion carried 4/2. 

 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor and 

City Council. There being none, the Mayor announced that the meeting was 

ADJOURNED.  

 
 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 
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