
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
September 3, 2024 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, September 3, 2024 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin 
presided over the meeting. All Council Members were present. Also present were the 
General Counsel, the COO, CFO, Police Chief, HR Director, and all other Department 
Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION: 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Leonardo Dismukes to 
offer the Invocation.  
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
Mayor Gaskin added Item “P” on the Policy Agenda: Schedule special meeting to 
adopt the budget. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Agenda as amended . 
Council Member Mickens seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR REGULAR MEETING OF AUGUST 20, 
2024 AND MINUTES FOR SPECIAL MEETINGS OF AUGUST 22 
AND TWO (2) MEETINGS ON AUGUST 29, 2024 

 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
August 20, 2024 and Minutes for Special Meetings of August 22 and two (2) 
meetings on August 29, 2024. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
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A. Approve request for five (5) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “Graduation” to 
be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of use of city vehicle for travel, 
with total costs estimated to be $150.00. 

 
B. Accept letter of resignation from Forensic Chemist Trainee, Jada Harding, 

effective September 6, 2024. 
 

C. Approve permit request submitted by Barbara Bigelow, on behalf of Main Street 
Columbus, to host the “Downtown art Walk” to be held on September 28, 2024 
from 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. on the sidewalks of Main Street and 5th Street. 
 

D. Approve permit request submitted by Barbara Bigelow, on behalf of Main Street 
Columbus, to host a “Downtown Boo Bash” to be held on October 24, 2024, from 
5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. in Downtown Columbus – Leadership Plaza included, 
blocking College Street at 5th Street South and the City parking lot. See attached 
map. 
 

E. Accept request for two (2) CPD Officers: Antonious Sellers and Noah Thompson, 
to attend the “Crisis Intervention Team Training” to be held in West Point, MS at 
no cost to the City. 
 

F. Approve request for two (2) CPD Officers: Cpl. John Compton and Sgt. Johnny 
Vaughn, to attend the “First Line Supervision Course” to be held in Pearl, MS and 
approval of payment of $590.00 for registration, $240.00 for lodging, use of city 
vehicle for travel and reimbursement of meal expenses, with an estimate cost of 
$1,181.00. 
 

G. Approve request for the Public Works Director to attend the “American Public 
Works Association Conference” to be held in Biloxi, MS, and approve payment 
$300.00 for registration, $263.97 for lodging, use of city vehicle for travel and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, with an estimate cost of $869.00. 
 

H. Accept letter of resignation from Associate Convention Center – Regal Hall 
Director, effective September 27, 2024. 
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote, 6/0. 
 

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
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Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
September 3, 2024 in the amount of $605,091.02. Council Member Mickens 
seconded the motion.  

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Councilwoman DiCicco, 
 who opposed. 
 
 The motion carried 5/1. 

 
VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 

 
A. Mayor Gaskin thanked the Vice-Mayor, the COO, CFO, General Counsel for 

all of your hard work while I was out. I do plan to discuss more about my 
absence and will have a full explanation in the coming days. Also, thanks to 
all those that reached out and offered prayers on my behalf.  
 

B. Board Vacancies 
 

Jammie Garrett, COO announced vacancies on various boards, as follows: 
 

COLUMBUS-LOWNDES LIBRARY BOARD 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Hillary Richardson’s Term Expires October 1, 
2024. 
 
Appointment will be made October 1, 2024.  
 
GOLDEN TRIANGLE DEVELOPMENT LINK BOARD: 
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Bill West’s Term Expires September 30, 2024. 
Appointment will be made October 1, 2024. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Bill West 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
1 Vacancy, 4-Year Term, Robert Ivy’s Term Expires September 20, 2024. 
Appointment will be made September 17, 2024. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Robert Ivy 

 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 
A. Carl Lee – City Government – NO SHOW 

 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
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A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 

 
STATE OF MS TAX SALE 
c/o See of State Public Lands 
5th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0235  Fallen Tree 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0235. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
JORDAN MILLER 
c/o Brittany Walker & Lester Mccallum 
Warpath Road 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0241   Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0241. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Council Member Beard made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
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under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 

 
COLUMBUS RUBBER AND GASKET CO. 
c/o Hal Kerstetter 
83 Perrigan Hollow 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0245  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0181. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has made 
substantial improvement to the conditions and recommended giving the 
property owner a 15-day extension to remediate the property. The property 
is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard made a 
motion to give the property owner a 15-day extension to remediate the 
property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
ECLIPSE 17, LLC 
c/o VICKIE O. ELLIS 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0254   Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0254. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Council Member Beard made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
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twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
$250.00 OR LESS CASES: 
 
Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented four (4) cases, $250.00 
or less for adjudication. Council Member Greene made a motion to accept the 
notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated 
according to statute. Council Member Beard seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
THE LIST FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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B. Discuss/Approve accepting MDOT’s AIP Matching Grant Agreement in 
the amount of $103,379.00 for the Columbus-Lowndes County Airport 
Runway Pavement Rehabilitation project 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to accept the MDOT’s AIP Matching 
Grant Agreement in the amount of $103,379.00 for the Columbus-Lowndes 
County Airport Runway Pavement Rehabilitation project. Council Member 
Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

    THE SIGNED AGREEMENT WILL BE ATTACHED 
 

C. Discuss/Approve awarding the CLCA Runway Pavement Rehabilitation 
project (Base Bid Only) to APAC in the amount of $1,877,861.40.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to award the CLCA Runway 
Pavement Rehabilitation project (Base Bid Only) to APAC in the amount of 
$1,877,861.40. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
The Bid Tabulation follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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D. Discuss/Approve awarding the CLCA Box Hangar Construction project 

(Base Bid, Additive Alternate No. 1 and Additive Alternate No. 2) to 
Tabor Construction & Development in the amount of $1,063,775.58. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to award the CLCA Box Hangar 
Construction project (Base Bid, Additive Alternate No. 1 and Additive 
Alternate No. 2) to Tabor Construction & Development in the amount of 
$1,063,775.58. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE BID TABULATION FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE WAS LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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E. Discuss/Approve accepting MDOT’s AIG Matching Grant Agreement in 

the amount of $24,889.00 for the CLCA Box Hangar Construction 
Project.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to accept a MDOT’s AIG Matching 
Grant Agreement in the amount of $24,889.00 for the CLCA Box Hangar 
Construction Project. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
SIGNED DOCUMENTS WILL BE ADDED, 
 

F. Discuss/Approve applying for FY2025 AIG-BIL Grant for the CLCA Box 
Hangar Construction Project. 
 
Council Member Beard made to apply for FY2025 AIG-BIL Grant for the 
CLCA Box Hangar Construction Project. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded 
the motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve applying for the FY2025 AIP Grant for the CLCA 
Automated Weather Observing System 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to apply for the FY2025 AIP Grant for 
the CLCA Automated Weather Observing System. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

H. Discuss/Approve request to fill vacant Sports Coordinator position in 
the Recreation Department.  
 
Greg Lewis, Director of Parks and Recreation, came forward and remarked 
that the position has been vacant for two (2) years and the HR Director 
advertised and received three (3) applications. Two (2) applicants were 
interviewed and one (1) withdrew. Council member Beard made a motion to 
approve the request to hire AMBER BOBO as Sports Coordinator in the 
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Recreation Department at an hourly rate of $15.87/$33,009.00 annually. 
Council Member Jones seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

I. Discuss/Approve request to fill vacant seasonal worker position in 
Community Outreach 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to hire Jessica M. Gilmore as a 
seasonal worker in the Community Outreach Department at $12.00 an hour. 
Council Member Jones seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

J. Discuss/Approve the promotion of Columbus Fire and Rescue 
personnel from Firefighter to Engineer, effective September 3, 2024. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to promote 
Jamie Adams to the position of Fire Engineer with the appropriate pay 
increase. Council Member Beard seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

K. Discuss/Approve hiring three (3) Entry-Level Police Officers and one (1) 
Certified Police Officer, contingent upon successful completion of 
preliminary testing. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to hire Carlton 
Fisher, Jr., Shynice Watt and Brittany Person as Entry-Level Police Officers 
and Mack Smith as a Certified Police Officer, contingent upon successful 
completion of all preliminary testing. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

L. Discuss/Approve awarding Engineering Services for Safe Streets for 
ALL Grant. 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
SEPTEMBER 3, 2024 
 

George Irby came forward and remarked that the qualifications were rated 
and he recommends awarding the Engineering contract to Neel-Schaffer, Inc. 
The Council asked questions about the process and Council Member Beard 
made a motion to table this request until the next Council Meeting. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

M. Discuss/Approve proposed Redistricting Plan 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the proposed Redistricting 
Plan. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

N. Discuss/Approve request to approve Renewal of the City’s Medical, 
Dental & Life Insurance for FY2024 – FY2025. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the renewal of the City’s 
Medical, Dental & Life Insurance for FY2024 – FY2025. Councilwoman 
Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

O. Discuss/Approve awarding $54,069.69 appropriation to the Columbus 
Cultural Heritage Foundation. 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to award $54,069.69 appropriation to 
the Columbus Cultural Heritage Foundation. Council Member Mickens 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried.  
 

P. Schedule Special Meeting for Final Vote on the FY2025 Budget 
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Council Member Mickens made a motion to schedule the Special Meeting for 
the Final Vote on the FY2025 Budget for Monday, September 9, 2024 at 2:45 
p.m. in the City Hall Courtroom. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor and 
City Council. There being none, the Mayor announced that the meeting was 
ADJOURNED.  
 
 
 

 Approved by:             
      Keith Gaskin, Mayor          James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 


