
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
July 2, 2024 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, July 2, 2024 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin presided 
over the meeting and all Council Members were present, except Councilwoman 
Stewart, who was absent. Also present were the General Counsel, the COO, CFO, 
Police Chief, HR Director, and all other Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION: 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Vice-Mayor Joseph 
Mickens to offer the Invocation. 
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to adopt the Agenda as prepared. Council 
Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF JULY 2, 2024: 
 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
July 2, 2024. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve request for five (5) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “Center 
for Public Safety Excellence Commission Hearing” be held in Atlanta, GA, 
and approve payment of lodging, travel, meal expenses, and any other 
expenses, with an estimate cost of $2,100.00.  
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B. Approve request to permit the Human Resources Director to attend the 46th 
Annual Employment Law Seminar, to be held in Gulfport, MS, and approve 
payment of $299.98 for lodging, $336.34 for travel and meal expenses, with an 
estimate cost of $745.02.  

 
C. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Dorothea Tompkins, to attend 

“Emergency Services Administrative Professional – ESAP Conference” to be 
held in Natchez, MS, and approve payment of $250.00 for registration, $450.00 
for lodging, $100 for travel, and reimbursement of meal expenses, all expenses 
estimated to cost $975.00 
 

D. Approve request for two (2) Fire and Rescue personnel, Zachary Anderson and 
Tavonta Macon to attend “NFPA 1001 – Basic Firefighter class”” to be held in 
Jackson, MS, and approve use of City vehicle and $400 for travel, $1,000.00 for 
registration, reimbursement of meal expenses, all expenses estimated to cost 
$3,600.00.  
 

E. Approve request for five (5) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “NFPA 1001 
Graduation” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of expenses 
involved, with an estimated cost of $150.00.  
 

F. Approve permit request submitted by Jeff Smith on behalf of the Southside 
Townsend Blues Festival to host the “Townsend Park Blues Festival 2024” to be 
held on July 5 & 6, 2024 from 6:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m., blocking 9th Avenue 
South and 11th Street South.  
 

G. Approve permit request submitted by Ray Boltwood and Edward Bishop, on 
behalf of Muddy Waters Sports Bar, to host “The Dwartanators (Little People 
Wrestling)” to be held on July 25, 2024 from 7:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. at 171 
Moores Creek Road.  
 

H. Approve permit request submitted by Ray Boltwood and Edward Bishop, on 
behalf of Muddy Waters Sports Bar, to host “Rocktoberfest” to be held on 
October 12, 2024 from 2:00 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. at 171 Moores Creek Road.  
 

I. Approve permit request submitted by Ray Boltwood and Edward Bishop, on 
behalf of Muddy Waters Sports bar, to host “The Trouble Notes Benefitting Camp 
Rising Sun” to be held on October 26, 2024, from 6:45 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. at 171 
Moores Creek Road.  
 

J. Approve permit request submitted by T. J. Tate, Jr., on behalf of the Veterans” 
Day Parade Committee, to host a “Veterans’ Day Parade” to be held on 
November 9, 2024, from 8:00 a.m. until 11:45 a.m. beginning at the Municipal 
Complex, 1501 Main Street to 6th Street North to 2nd Avenue North to the 
Lowndes County Courthouse. 
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K. Accept letter of resignation from Public Works employee, Tony Colvin, effective 
June 27, 2024 and authorize the Human Resources Director to begin the normal 
recruitment process. 
 

L. Approve request for budgeted $8,500 Appropriation request of Columbus-
Lowndes County Emergency Management.  
 

M. Approve expenditure request of $3,000.00 for five (5) sites ($600.00 per site) for 
National Night Out on Crime, to be held on August 5, 2024, with the funds to be 
taken from line item 001-004-695 (Advertising City Resources) pursuant to 
Section 17-3-2 of the Mississippi Code which funds that the said amount is a 
legitimate expense that will advertise and bring into favorable notice the 
opportunities, possibilities and resources of the City of Columbus. 

 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
prepared. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote, 5/0. 

 

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
July 2, 2024 in the amount of $1,114,881.26. Council Member Jones seconded 
the motion.  
 

 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Councilwoman DiCicco, 
 who opposed. 
 
 The motion carried 4/1. 

 
VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 

 
A. Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any comments or 

announcements. There were no comments or announcements. 
 
Mayor Gaskin began with the following comments: 
 

 I’d like to remind everyone that, with the exception of Emergency 
personnel, City of Columbus offices will be closed Thursday, July 4. City 
staff will be working 8-hour shifts this week. We are asking citizens to be 
mindful of the “NO Fireworks Ordinance inside the City limits. We wish 
everyone a safe holiday.  
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 The Southside Blues Festival will be held this weekend at Townsend 
Park, beginning Friday evening. We ask everyone to get out and enjoy all 
the events that have been planned.  
 

B. Presentation of Certificates to five (5) Officers 
 
Chief Daughtry came forward and announced that Sergeant Samuel Jackson 
is attended a week course and is now a Certified FTO (Field Training Officer) 
Instructor. The officers listed below have completed three (3) months of FTO 
Training. 
 
  Sgt. Samuel Jackson Certified Instructor 
  Melvin Shirley  Completed FTO Training 
  McKenzie Rogers  Completed FTO Training 
  Jeremy Fortney  Completed FTO Training 
  Rodreiuz Porter  Completed FTO Training 
 
Chief Daughtry congratulated these employees and presented them with a 
Certificate of Completion.  
 
Mayor Gaskin solicited prayers for Councilwoman Ethel Stewart’s brother 
who was involved in an automobile accident. 

 
C. Board Vacancies 

 
Jammie Garrett, COO, announced vacancies on various boards and 
remarked that two (2) appointments can be made tonight. 
 
COLUMBUS HOUSING AUTHORITY 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Kedgra Gray’s Term Expires July 16, 2024. 
Appointment will be made July 16, 2024. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Kedgra Gray 
 
CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU 
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Elizabeth Terry’s Term Expires July 3, 2024. 
Appointment will be made July 2, 2024. 
 
APPLICANTS: 
Bonita Smith 
Elizabeth “Liz” Terry 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to reappoint Elizabeth “Liz” Terry to 
the Convention & Visitors Bureau for a 3-Year Term, until July 2, 2027. 
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
CITY UTILITIES COMMISSION 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Michael Tate’s Term Expired June 30, 2024. 
Appointment will be made July 2, 2024. 
 
APPLICANTS: 
Shane Tompkins 
Michael Tate 
 
Council Member Jones recused himself and exited the meeting. 
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to appoint Shane Tompkins to the 
City Utilities Commission for a 5-Year Term, until June 30, 2029. 
Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 4/0. 
 
Council Member Jones returned to the meeting. 
   

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 
Shelly McElveen, FLY Girls Travel Basketball Organization – RE: Financial 
Support 
 

Ms. Shelly McElveen, on behalf of FLY Girls Travel Basketball Organization 

came before the Mayor and Council with a request from the Council for financial 

support for two (2) upcoming tournaments, one in Louisville, Kentucky and one 

(1) in Atlanta, GA. Ms. McElveen introduced some of the players and remarked 

that this organization is comprised of approximately 50 girls from area schools 

that travel and play basketball. This keeps them engaged and motivated to be 

achievers. The Council discussed such requests and remarked that these 

matters should be addressed during budget preparation. Following discussion, 

Council Member Mickens  moved to approve the expenditure of $1,500.00 from 

001-004-695 (Advertising City Resources) and find that said amount is a 

legitimate expense that will advertise and bring into favorable notice the 

opportunities, possibilities and resources of the City of Columbus. Council 

Member Beard seconded the motion. 
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
Clay Bowen, Unlicensed Landscapers 
 
Mr. Clay Bowen came before the Mayor and Council, distributed information 
about Landscape Horticulturist Licensing and offered comments about 
unlicensed landscaping contractors. The Mayor and Council took this 
information under advisement. No action was taken.  
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 
A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 

 
EDDIE W. SHELTON, JR. 
1220 Ash Street 
CASE NUMBER: 24-0195  Property Maintenance Code Violation 
     Overgrown Lot 
      
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0195. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0.  
 
WALTER AND LUCY WILLIAMS ESTATE 
AND/OR ANY HEIRS AT LAW 
1106 18th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0200  Abandoned Structure   
      
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0200. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
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uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0.  
 
 
$250.00 OR LESS CASES: 
 
Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented three (3) cases, $250.00 
or less for adjudication. Council Member Beard made a motion to accept the 
notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated 
according to statute. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
THE LIST OF PROPERTIES FOLLOWS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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B. Discuss/Approve Main Street Presbyterian Church’s appeal of the 
Columbus Historic Preservation Commission’s decision not to allow 
demolition of the Presbyterian Manse at 112 7th Street North.  
 
The Mayor and Council engaged in a lengthy discussion of the request. 
Attorney J. Gordon Flowers was present to represent the Church and request 
for certificate of demolition, citing reasons to demolish, which are to have 
better access to the Sanctuary for disabled or those whose mobility is 
impaired and additional parking—the church only has 21 parking spaces and 
only three (3) of those are “handicapped” spaces. The church has also taken 
extra measures to have the structure moved, i.e. offering it for sale for $1, 
publicly advertising the house as a “to be moved” structure and considered 
alternative architecture plans that utilize the yard without demolishing the 
main structure. Following discussion, Council Member Jones made a motion 
to proceed with the process of demolition of the structure. Council Member 
Beard seconded the motion. General Counsel stated that this is permitted 
under Section 23-72 of the Municipal Code. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

C. Discuss/Approve hiring six (6) Police Officers, contingent upon 
successful completion of all preliminary testing.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to hire six (6) 
applicants for entry-level Police Officer:  TAVOREON CARTER, CYNTHIA 
CROWELL, EBONYE JONES, ZACHARY L. PIPPINS, NEOSHA PRATT, 
AND CAMYA SPANN, pending successful completion of all preliminary 
testing. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve Memorandum of Understanding between the 
Mississippi Department of Transportation and the City of Columbus to 
furnish inmates to pick up litter.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the MOU between the 
Mississippi Department of Transportation and the City of Columbus to furnish 
inmates to pick up litter. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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The motion carried 5/0. 
 
THE MOU FOLLOWS: 
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E. Discuss/Approve the advertisement of professional services to 
complete work related to the Safe Streets and Roads for All Grant 
Program.  
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to advertise for 
engineers services Submission of the Columbus Fire and Rescue Fire and 
Emergency Services to complete work related to the Safe Streets and Roads 
for All Grant Program. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

F. Discuss/Approve Acceptance of U. S. Army Corps of Engineer Section 
592 Grant for storm water channel improvements and identify funding 
for the match.  
 
The Mayor and Council engaged in a discussion of this request. Kevin 
Stafford also came forward and apprised the Mayor and Council of the 
process. This project will require a city match.. Council Member Beard made 
a motion to accept the U. S. Army Corps of Engineer Section 592 Grant for 
storm water channel improvements and identify funding for the match a city 
match. Mayor Gaskin called for a second. There was none and the motion 
failed.   
 

G. Discuss/Approve Awarding the 2024 Bituminous Hot Mix Overlay & 
Street Improvements project to the lowest responsive bidder, Falcon 
Contracting Company, Inc. 
 
Kevin Stafford, dba Neel-Schaffer, Inc. came forward and remarked that the 
street paving bids were lower than expected. Four (4) bids were received and  
based on the evaluation of all bids finds the lowest responsive bidder to be 
Falcon Contracting Company, Inc., with a Base Bid amount of $5,579,084.25, 
Additive Alternate No. 1 ($25,000.00), Additive Alternate No. 2 ($108,470.00), 
Additive Alternate No. 4 ($40,625.00) and Additive Alternate No. 5 
($12,250.00). The total amount of the lowest bidder’s base bid plus the 
recommended additive alternates is $5,765,429.25. Council Member Greene 
made a motion to award the 2024 Bituminous Hot Mix Overlay & Street 
Improvements project to the lowest responsive bidder, Falcon Contracting 
Company. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

H. Discuss/Approve Redistricting Plan 
 
Council Member Greene asked about the status of the Redistricting Plan and 
encouraged all Council Members to contact Chris Watson as soon as 
possible.  No action was taken. 
 

I. Discuss/Approve the FY2025 Budget Calendar 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the FY2025 Budget 
Calendar. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
THE CALENDAR FOLLOWS: 
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J. Discuss/Approve Memorandum of Understanding between the City 
Council and Mayor of Columbus to obligate MS Municipal & County 
Water Infrastructure Grant Funding.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the City Council and Mayor of Columbus to obligate 
MS Municipal & County Water Infrastructure Grant Funding. Councilwoman 
DiCicco seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
THE MOU FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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K. Discuss/Approve Memorandum of Understanding between the City 
Council and Mayor of Columbus to obligate funds from the Federal 
American Rescue Plan Act.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the City Council and Mayor of Columbus to obligate 
funds from the Federal American Rescue Plan Act. Councilwoman DiCicco 
seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
THE MOU FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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L. Discuss/Approve Memorandum of Understanding between the City 
Council, Mayor and Planning and Community Development Department 
Administrator of Columbus, MS to obligate funds from the Federal 
American Rescue Plan Act for the Blight Elimination Program.  
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the City Council, Mayor and Planning and 
Community Development Department Administrator of Columbus, MS to 
obligate funds from the Federal American Rescue Plan Act for the Blight 
Elimination Program. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
THE MOU FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 
 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 

 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 
 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 
 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 

 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 
 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 
 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 
 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 
 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 
 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 

 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 
 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 
 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 

 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 

 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 

 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 
 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 

 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 

 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 
 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 
 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

 
 



MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 2, 2024 
 

M. Discuss/Approve the Memorandum of Understanding between the 
Mayor and City Council and Columbus Light and Water Department.  
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the  Memorandum of 
Understanding between the Mayor and City Council and Columbus Light and 
Water Department.  Council Member Beard seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
THE MOU FOLLOWS: 
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N. Discuss/Approve the 2021 Audit  

 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the 2021 Audit. Council 
Member Beard seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

 
 

IX. CLOSED DETERMINATION: 
  

ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, the Mayor announced that the meeting was 

ADJOURNED.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


