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I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
    
II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
    
III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 
    
V. Stewart A. Approve Minutes for Special Meeting of March 11, 2026 
V. Stewart B. Approve Minutes for Special Meeting of March 12, 2026 
V. Stewart C. Approve Minutes for Special Meeting of March 17, 2026 
V. Stewart D. Approve Minutes for Meeting of March 17, 2026 
V. Stewart E. Approve Minutes for Special Meeting of March 19, 2026 
V. Stewart F. Approve Minutes for Special Meeting of March 20, 2026 
V. Stewart G. Approve Minutes for Special Meeting of March 31, 2026 

IV. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS. 
    
J. Brigham A. Approve Docket of Claims for April 7, 2026 

V. CONSENT AGENDA 
    
D. Hughes A. Approve request for one Columbus Fire and Rescue Captain tuition reimbursement, in 

accordance with the City of Columbus Continuing Educational Reimbursement Policy, in the 
amount of $600.00. 

D. Hughes B. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “Rope Rescue Awareness and 
Operations” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of registration, hotel, travel, 
books, meal expenses, and any other expenses in the amount of $485.00. 

D. Hughes C. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “NFPA 1030-Fire Inspector" 
to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of registration, hotel, travel, books, meal 
expenses, and any other expenses in the amount of $735.00. 

D. Hughes D. Accept letter of retirement from one (1), the Columbus Fire and Rescue Fire Chief, effective 
April 16, 2026, and approve compensation for unused vacation leave up to 240 hours. 

C. Bush E. Accept letter of retirement from one (1) Public Works laborer, effective April 23, 2026, and 
approve compensation for unused vacation leave up to 240 hours, and authorize the HR 
Director to begin the normal recruitment process. 

C. Bush F. Accept letter of retirement from one (1) Public Works truck driver, effective April 30, 2026, 
and approve compensation for unused vacation leave up to 240 hours, and authorize the HR 
Director to begin the normal recruitment process. 
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C. Bush G. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) Public Works employee, effective March 26, 2026, 
and authorize the HR Director to begin the normal recruitment process. 

J. Daughtry H. Approve request for four (4) CPD personnel to attend "2026 NAMI MS Annual Conference on 
Mental Health and CIT" to be held in Hattiesburg, MS and approve payment for registration, 
travel, lodging and meal expenses in the estimated amount of $2,376.00. 

J. Daughtry I. Approve request for one (1) CPD personnel to attend the "95th Mississippi Municipal League 
Annual Conference" to be held in Biloxi, MS and approve payment for registration, travel, 
lodging and meal expenses in the estimated amount of $1,206.00. 

J. Daughtry J. Approve request for one (1) CPD personnel to attend the "NOBLE 50th Annual Training 
Conference" to be held in Dallas, TX and approve payment for registration, travel, lodging, 
parking and meal expenses in the estimated amount of $2,810.00 and provide funds for 
parking costs prior to travel. 

J. Daughtry K. Approve permit request submitted by Jerry Fortenberry, on behalf of Tennessee Williams 
Tribute, to host "Stella Yell" to be held on April 11, 2026, from 11:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
blocking College Street at 4th Street South and 5th Street South. 

J. Daughtry L. Approve permit request submitted by Joyce Dumas, on behalf of the Family Advocacy 
Program, to host a "Child Abuse Awareness Parade with Stokes Beard Elementary School" to 
be held on April 24, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. until 9:00 a.m. starting at Stokes Beard Elementary 
Scool, 311 South MLK, Jr. Drive to 5th Avenue North, left on 24th Street North and left to 311 
MLK, Jr. Drive. 

J. Daughtry M. Approve permit request submitted by Sarah Preston-Sykes on behalf of the Golden Triangle 
Elite Soccer Club to host a soccer tournament to be held April 11th & 12th, 2026 from 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. at the Championship Loop - 2nd Street Roger Short Soccer Complex. 

G. Lewis N. Approve hiring one (1) full-time temporary worker, one (1) seasonal worker for grass cutting 
at the Columbus Recreation Department, one (1) Site Supervisor for Sandfield Community 
Center, and six (6) summer workers to supervise children at the community centers during 
the summer for the Columbus Recreation Department. 

G. Lewis O. Accept resignation from Recreation Department Maintenance Technician and approve 
request to fill the vacant position. 

J. Garrett P. Approve request to ratify expenses for lodging, meals and related expenses for the 
Washington DC Legislative Funding trip for the Mayor and City Council. 

S. Wilder Q. Approve acceptance of $5,000.00 donation from Glenn Machine Works for the Lt. Col. Alva 
Temple Museum and Documentary Film Project and matching that donation with $2,500.00 
from the City of Columbus. 

S. Wilder R. Approve acceptance of $2,500.00 donation from Dan Duston/Straight Up Aviation, LLC to be 
used for the Lt. Col. Alva Temple Museum and Documentary Film Project. 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
    
R. Smith A. Autism Awareness — Recognition 
S. Jones B. Boys and Girls Club Winners Recognition -- Chloe Smith, Military Youth of the Year for Boys 

and Girls Club and & Adrianne Craddieth, MS Youth of the Year for Boys and Girls club. 
Both have advanced to the regional level! 

G. Lewis C. 1 Columbus Diamond Dawgs - Grand Slam Champions 
J. Garrett D. Board Vacancies 
  

TREE BOARD 
1 Vacancy, Mildred Munroe's 3-Year Term Expires 04/18/2026. 
Appointment will be made April 21, 2026.   
Mildred Munroe 
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Ashlynd King 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 
    
VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
    
D. Hughes A. Discuss/Approve request to pay North Greenville Fitness $29,715.00 for employee medical 

physicals, with funds obtained from the City of Columbus Insurance Rebate fund.                     
C. Bush B. Discuss/Approve promotion of one (1) Public Works Concrete Finisher to an Equipment 

Operator, and authorize the HR director to begin the normal recruitment process for a 
Concrete Finisher. 

C. Bush C. Discuss/Approve request to fill vacant Boom Truck Operator position, pending successful 
completion of all preliminary testing. 

C. Bush D. Discuss/Approve request to fill vacant position of Street Sweeper/Operator, pending 
successful completion of all preliminary testing. 

C. Gilman E. Discuss/Approve request to fill vacant position of Forensic Lab Technician pending successful 
completion of all preliminary testing. 

C. Gilman F. Discuss/Approve request to fill position of Latent Fingerprint Examiner, pending successful 
completion of all preliminary testing. 

G. Lewis G. Discuss/Approve request to fill vacant position of Maintenance Technician for the Recreation 
Department, pending successful completion of all preliminary testing. 

G. Lewis H. Discuss/Approve request to fill Seasonal Maintenance Technician position for the Recreation 
Department, pending successful completion of all preliminary testing. 

G. Lewis I. Discuss/Approve request to fill position of Site Supervisor for Sandfield Community Center 
and East Columbus Gym, pending successful completion of all preliminary testing. 

G. Irby J. Discuss/Approve request to Pay Wheeler Roofing $6,430 for Repairs to 1022 15th Street 
North from the Emergency Repair Program. 

G. Irby K. Discuss/Approve request to pay Wheeler Roofing $7,199 for repairs to 410 16th Street South 
from the Emergency Repair Grant Program. 

G. Irby L. Discuss/Approve authorizing the Mayor to approve change orders not to exceed $2,000 
for additional costs to properties apart of the Emergency Repair Grant Program.  

J. Garrett M. Discuss/Approve hiring Attorney to serve as substitute City Prosecutor at $200 per case due 
to conflict of interest.  

J. Garrett N. Discuss/Approve Judge Pro Tem rate of pay at $492.75 per day.  
P. Mitchell O. Discuss/Approve request to award bid for Legal Publications.  
J. Turnage  P. Discuss to Consider/Approve the sale of Municipal SURPLUS Real Property. 

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
     

A. Personnel (1) 
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                        SPECIAL MEETING OF 

                THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

                       CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 

                       MARCH 11, 2026 

                             9:30 a.m. 
 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in a Special Meeting on Wednesday, March 11, 2026 
at 9:30 a.m. in the City Hall Conference Room, 523 Main Street. Mayor Stephen Jones 
presided over the meeting and all Council Members were present except Council 
Member Spears, who was absent. Also present were the General Counsel, the COO, 
CFO, and the HR Director. 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
 
Mayor Stephen Jones called the meeting to order and called upon Council Member 
Smith to offer the Invocation. 
 
Mayor Jones then announced that the purpose of this meeting is to interview an 
applicant for the position of Fire Chief.  
 

Closed Determination 
Council Member Harris made a motion to go into Closed Determination to discuss 
whether to go into Executive Session. Council Member Jefferson seconded the motion. 

 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 
The motion passed 5/0. 

 
All members of the public, with the exception of the Mayor, the Council, the General 
Counsel, the COO, the CFO, and the HR Director, exited the meeting. 

 
Mayor Jones apprised the Council of an Executive Session matter involving the 
interview of an applicant for the position of Fire Chief and remarked that this matter 
warrants being heard in Executive Session pursuant to Section 25-41-7 (4)(a) of the 
Open Meetings Act dealing with the transaction of business and discussion of personnel 
matters relating to the job performance, character, and professional competence of a 
person or potential employment. 

 
II.     EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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 Council Member Harris made a motion to go into Executive Session for the reasons    
 stated in order to interview an applicant for the position of Fire Chief and the discuss the    
 same. Vice Mayor Stewart seconded the motion.       
      
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried 5/0. 
  
 The General Counsel announced to the general public outside the Conference  
Room Chambers that the Mayor and Council was going into Executive Session for the 
Mayor and Council to discuss personnel matters relating to the job performance, 
character, and professional competence of applicants for a position in the Fire and 
Rescue Department. 

 
OPEN SESSION 
 
Council Member Harris made a motion to end the discussion of this matter and 
return to Open Session. Council Member Smith seconded the motion.  

 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 
The motion carried 5/0. 

 
The General Counsel then announced to the general public outside the meeting room 
that the Council was back in Open Session. 
 
The General Counsel announced that the Mayor and Council went in Executive 
Session to interview an applicant for the position of Chief and took no action. 

 
RECESS 

 
The Mayor announced that the meeting recessed and everyone went to the City Hall 
Court Room for the work session. 
 
Once in the Courtroom, the Mayor announced that the meeting was reconvened for the 
work session. Mayor Jones called the meeting back to order and then asked that 
everyone remember Council Member Roderick Smith whose father recently passed 
away. He also updated everyone on the progress at the East Columbus Gum. Mayor 
Jones asked if any other Council Members wished to make any comments.  
 
Council Member Harris reminded everyone about the charity Bongo to be held at the 
J.M Trotter Convention Center on March 12, 2026 from 10 am to 12 noon. Mayor Jones 
also reminded the public to be aware of the severe weather potential, congratulated the 
CMSD Boys Basketball team for winning the State 5A Tournament. He also reminded 
the public about the raffle for the benefit of the Jack Kay fossil park and about the 
forthcoming CMSD intercession and spring break. 
 
The Mayor then proceeded to go through the agenda as follows: 



SPECIAL MEETING OF THE  
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
MARCH 11. 2026 

 
  III.    TOPICS 

 
A. Mayor Jones stated the first agenda item was to approve two (2) dinosaur 
themed sculptures to be placed at two locations in the city. MS. Barbara Bigelow 
presented the council with pictures of a dinosaur bone and a therapod. This is at no 
cost to the city and sculptures will be paid for utilizing some of the funds from the 
$20,000 Main Street America Grant.   

 
     PRESENTED PHOTOS FOLLOW: 

 

             
                                 
                      

             



SPECIAL MEETING OF THE  
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
MARCH 11. 2026 

               
     B.   Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to approve a permit request on    
     behalf of the Columbus-Lowndes Convention and Visitor’s Bureau to host “Tales       
     from the Crypt” April 8th, 10th 15th and 17th from 6pm-10pm at the Friendship    
     Cemetery. Chief Daughtry stated that this is an event that occurs every year. The  
     police department assists with the crowd and helps control traffic during this event. 
        

C. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to approve a permit request on 
behalf of the Frank P. Phillips Memorial YMCA to host “Healthy Kids Day Fun 
Run/Walk” April 25, 2026, from 9:30am-1pm. Chief Daughtry stated that the dept will 
assists the YMCA in assuring the youth’s safety as they walk.  
  
D. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to approve a permit request on 
behalf of Main Street Columbus to host the “Market Street Festival” May 2, 2026 and 
to also sell beer during the festival in downtown Columbus from 9:00am-5pm. Chief 
Daughtry stated that this is an event that occurs every year that the police 
department assists with the crowd and helps control the traffic. 
 
E. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to approve one (1) Columbus 
recreation employee to attend the Mobile Parks and Recreation STREAM Program 
March 21, 2026. Only cost to city is the use of city vehicle and gas. Mr. Greg Lewis 
stated that the program is very educational and that he would like to implement the 
program in Columbus which will provide new opportunities for our citizens and city’s 
youth. Greg will be an instructor at this event. 
 
F. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda is the discussion of the Landfill. 
Mr. Kevin Stafford presented a document of the remaining capacity calculations 
conducted by MDEQ. From that calculation, two things should happen: 
  
1. Stay inside limits- to continue to use landfill, it should be restricted to Public Works 
use only. 
 
2. check capacity- recalculate the area by drone. Councilman Greene suggested to 
do a survey. Mayor Jones suggested doing the survey Now. 
 
PRESENTED DOCUMENT FOLLOWS: 
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G.  Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to discuss recommendations for 
the demolition of three (3) properties: 1113 5th St South, 915 16th St North and 
1610 8th Ave North. 
 
H.  Mayor Jones then stated that the next agenda item was consideration of whether 
to acquire 14 tax forfeited properties from the State of Mississippi. Council Member 
Smith moved to approve. Council Member Stewart seconded the motion and after 
discussion, the Council voted unanimously to approve the purchase. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
 I.  Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to approve grant writer Ms.     
 
Susan Wilder to apply for the FY25 Local Law Enforcement Crime Gun Intelligence  
Center Initiative. Ms. Claudette Gilman stated that the grant was applied for before     
and gave feedback on strengths and weaknesses. The weaknesses had to improve        
to re-apply. The initiative will provide better testing equipment and better data 

     applications. The grant allows you to apply for up to $700,000. There is no match. 
 
J. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to approve FY26 Mississippi 
Office of Homeland Security (MOHS) Grant to be utilized by the Forensics Lab and 
IT Department. The grant will help in the upgrade of the digital lab. Mr. Greg Drake 
and Ms. Susan Wilder have been in discussion about immigration and narcotics. The 
grant allows you to apply for up to $100,000. 
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K. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to approve submission of the 
Mississippi Trail Grant for the Master Gardener’s Butterfly Garden. Ms. Susan Wilder 
stated that this grant will provide concrete trails and passes for wheelchairs and 
benches for the elderly. The Master Gardeners will pay the $20,000 match. 
 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REQUEST TO THE MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF 

WILDLIFE, FISHERIES AND PARKS FOR RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM 
(RTP) FUNDING TO BE UTLILIZED FOR THE MASTER GARDENER’S BUTTERFLY 

GARDEN ACCESSIBILITY TRAIL PROJECT 
  
WHEREAS, the City of Columbus, Mississippi (the “City”) has identified a need to  
create accessible trail access to the Master Gardener’s Butterfly Garden for its residents and  
visitors; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks is the  
administrator of the Recreational Trails Program (RTP), and is currently accepting grant  
applications for the 2026 Recreational Trails Program; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City to request Recreational Trails Program  
funding to support the Master Gardener’s Butterfly Garden Accessibility Trail Project to provide  
accessible access for individuals with disabilities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City, if awarded funding through the Recreational Trails Program for  
the Master Gardener’s Butterfly Garden Accessibility Trail Project, would be required to provide  
a 20% match, which will come from the Master Gardeners in the form of cash. 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING AUTHORITIES  
 
OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, THAT: 
 
SECTION ONE: The statements, findings, determinations, and conclusions contained  
in the preamble of this resolution are hereby adopted, ratified, and incorporated therein. 
  
SECTION TWO: The Mayor is hereby authorized to request 2026 Recreational Trail  
Program funding and to submit a grant application along with all required information to the  
Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks for the Master Gardener’s Butterfly  
Garden Accessibility Trail Project.  
 
SECTION THREE: The governing authority for the City of Columbus, if awarded the  
Recreational Trails Program grant for the Master Gardener’s Butterfly Garden Accessibility Trail  
Project, will accept a donation from the Master Gardeners for 20% of the total project cost and  
will apply those funds to the project.  
 
SECTION FOUR: The Mayor is hereby authorized to take any and all actions  
necessary to carry out the intent of this Resolution and to provide any information to the  
Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks in order to complete its review of the  
2026 Recreational Trails Program.  
 
SECTION FIVE: This Resolution shall take effect and be in force from and after  
adoption.  
 
The above and foregoing Resolution, after having been first reduced to writing, was introduced  
by Councilmember ______________________________, seconded by Councilmember  
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_________________________________ and the question being put to a roll call vote, the 
result was as follows:  
                                                                                               Yes     No      Absent  
Councilmember Ethel Taylor Stewart                       _____ _____ _____  
Councilmember Roderick Smith                                _____ _____ _____  
Councilmember Rusty Green                                      _____ _____ _____  
Councilmember Lavonne Latham Harris                 _____ _____ _____  
Councilmember Gary Jefferson                                  _____ _____ _____  
Councilmember Jason Spears                                     _____ _____ _____  
 
The motion, having received the affirmative vote of a majority of all the members of the  
Columbus City Council, the Mayor declared the motion carried and the Resolution adopted, this  
the _____________ day of ___________________, 2026.  
 
______________________________  
Mayor  
 
Attest:  
_________________________________  
City Clerk 
 

L. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to recommend Fulgham Tree 
Preservation to conduct a tree inventory at Friendship Cemetery. Council member 
Greene asked what will the tree inventory tell us? Mayor Jones asked has this 
inventory been discussed with the tree board? MS. Susan Wilder stated that the 
inventory was referred to by the Mississippi Forestry Commission and it will tell us 
the number of trees left along with their size and health. The study will help us in  
deciding which trees need to be removed in order to protect the historical section. 
This inventory has been discussed with the tree board.  

 
M. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to discuss trash and furniture 
pick up. Council member Greene asked about the trash pickup policy and how we 
should go about getting things done. The policy is that we do not pick up certain 
items, but we do anyway. Mayor Jones suggested working to update the policy and 
present a new policy. COO asked that any ideas / suggestions on improving the 
policy be sent to her or Veronica. The only items that are not to be picked up are 
those items of a tenant who has moved out and left the trash on the side of the road  

     that will be the responsibility of the tenant or owner of the property. Council Member      
    
     Stewart suggested setting aside certain days for furniture versus limbs. Council    
     member Jefferson stated that the residents need to be responsible for putting their  
     trash out on those designated days. Mayor Jones suggested looking at how other   
     surrounding areas handle their trash and furniture pick up. 

 
N. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to discuss a resolution declaring 
certain municipal properties as Surplus and authorizing the sale of said property 
pursuant to Mississippi Code 21-17-1(2)(a). Two (2) properties adjacent to each 
other located on 5th Ave South are up for grabs. The interested buyer must start 
within 6 months of the purchase date and 18 months to finish for one lot and for both  
lots, within 12 months and finish within 24 months. If the terms are not met, the  
property will be released back to the city.  



SPECIAL MEETING OF THE  
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
MARCH 11. 2026 

  
                             NOTICE OF SALE OF SURPLUS MUNICIPAL PROPERTY 

                                    PURSUANT TO MISSISSIPPI CODE §21-17-1(2)(a) 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Columbus, 
Mississippi, have declared certain real property owned by the municipality to be surplus 
property not needed for municipal purposes, pursuant to resolution duly adopted and entered 
upon the official minutes of the governing authority. 
 

The City of Columbus will receive sealed bids for the purchase by the highest bidder of the 
following described real property: 
 

Property A: 
Property Description: Williams Add’n, Square 5, Lot 13, Section 15, Township 18S, Range 18W, 
PPIN #16365 2306 5th Ave S Columbus, MS, 
 
Parcel Number: 61W120018900 
Location: 2306 5th Ave. S. 
 
Property B: 
Property Description: 5th Ave. Lot 14, Block 5, Section 15, Township 18S, Range 18W 
 
Parcel Number: 61W120018800  
Location: Adjacent to Property A  
 
 

Sealed bids for the purchase of the above-described property will be received by the Municipal Clerk 
of the City of Columbus, Mississippi at 523 Main Street, Columbus, MS by personal delivery to the 
said clerk at the said address or by mail to the attention to the municipal clerk at P.O. Box 1408,  

 

Columbus, MS 39703-1408 until 2:00 o’clock p.m. on April 6, 2026, at which time bids will be 
publicly opened and read aloud. 

The property will be sold to the highest and best bidder for cash payable to, the City of 
Columbus. The governing authorities reserve the right to reject any and all bids and shall reject 
bids that are not at or above the minimum bid. 
 

 The Minimum Bid for Property A is $1,000.00 

 The Minimum Bid for Property B is $1,000.00 

 
Additional information regarding the property may be obtained from the Office of the City Clerk, 
James “Jim” Brigham, during normal business hours. 
 

The City’s deeds of conveyance shall have a provision requiring the purchaser of each lot to 
construct a single-family dwelling with the beginning of construction to be commenced within six 
(6) months after closing and shall finally complete construction within eighteen (18) months.  
However, if a single purchaser acquires both lots said purchaser shall commence construction of the 
second lot within twelve (12) months and shall finally complete construction within twenty-four (24) 
months after closing. If the purchaser fails or refuses to timely undertake and complete 
construction, the title to both parcels shall revert to the City of Columbus. 
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The City’s deeds of conveyance shall reserve any and all mineral rights as well as the rights of ingress 
and egress to remove same. 

 All bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked: 

“SEALED BID – SURPLUS PROPERTY SALE”.  Bid that are not so marked will 
 not be considered. Legal Ad should run on March 19, March 26 and April 2nd. 
 

 This notice is published pursuant to the provisions of Mississippi Code Annotated §21-17-1(2)(a). 

 

                                      DATED this the ___ day of _______, 2026. 

 

                                       ____________________________________ 

                                      James “Jim” Brigham 
City Clerk  
City of Columbus, MS 

 

 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 

A RESOLUTION DECLARING CERTAIN MUNICIPAL PROPERTY 

 AS SURPLUS AND AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF SAID PROPERTY 

 PURSUANT TO MISSISSIPPI CODE §21-17-1(2)(a) 

 

Upon motion of Council Member __________________, seconded by Council Member 
__________________, the following resolution was offered for adoption: 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Columbus, Mississippi, owns certain real property located within the 
municipal limits of the City; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council have determined that the following described property is 
not needed for municipal purposes and should be declared surplus; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mississippi Code Annotated §21-17-1(2)(a) authorizes municipalities to sell surplus real 
Property after declaring the property surplus by resolution and publishing notice of the proposed 
sale. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of 
Columbus, Mississippi, as follows: 
 
SECTION 1 – DECLARATION OF SURPLUS PROPERTY 

The following real property owned by the City of Columbus is hereby declared to be surplus property 
not needed for municipal purposes: 
 

 
Property A 
Williams Add’n, Square 5, Lot 13, Section 15, Township 18S, Range 18W 
PPIN #16365 
2306 5th Ave S., Columbus, MS 
Parcel Number: 61W120018900 
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Property B 
5th Ave. Lot 14, Block 5, Section 15, Township 18S, Range 18W 
PPIN 16364 

                                        Parcel Number: 61W120018800 
Location: Adjacent to Property A 

 

SECTION 2 – AUTHORIZATION OF SALE 

The Mayor and City Council authorize the sale of the above-described property to the highest and 
best bidder for cash in accordance with Mississippi Code §21-17-1(2)(a). 
 

SECTION 3 – ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

The City Clerk is authorized and directed to publish a Notice of Sale of Surplus Municipal Property 
in the form of the Notice attached to this Resolution in a newspaper having general circulation 
within the City of Columbus as required in Section 21-17-1(2)(a) with said publications being 
published on March 19, March 26 and April 2, 2026. 

 

SECTION 4 – RECEIPT OF BIDS 

 
Sealed bids shall be received by the City Clerk of the City of Columbus by 2:00 p.m. on April 6, 
2026, at which time the bids will be publicly opened and read aloud. 
 
SECTION 5 – MINIMUM BID 

The minimum acceptable bid for each property shall be $1,000.00. Any bid below the minimum 
shall be rejected. 

 
SECTION 6 – REVERSION OF TITLE UNLESS DEVELOPED 

The City’s deeds of conveyance shall have a provision requiring the purchaser of each lot to 
construct a single family dwelling with the beginning of construction to be commenced within six 
(6) months after closing and shall finally complete construction with eighteen (18) months.  
However, if a single purchaser acquires both lots said purchaser shall commence construction of the  
Second lot within twelve (12) months and shall finally complete construction with twenty-four (24) 
Months after closing. If the purchaser fails or refuses to complete construction timely, the title to both  
parcels shall revert to the City of Columbus. 
  
SECTION 7 – RIGHT TO REJECT 

 
The Mayor and City Council reserve the right to reject any and all bids and to accept the bid deemed 
to be in the best interest of the City. 
 

SECTION 8 – EXECUTION OF DOCUMENTS 

The Mayor and City Clerk are authorized to execute any deed or other document necessary to convey 
The property to the successful bidder.  
 
SECTION 9 – RESERVATION OF MINERAL RIGHTS 

The City’s deeds of conveyance shall reserve any and all mineral rights as well as the rights of ingress 
and egress to remove same. 
 

SO RESOLVED AND ADOPTED this the ______ day of __________________, 2026. 
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ROLL CALL VOTE: 

Council Member Vote (Yes/No) 
Stewart  
Smith  
Greene  
Harris  
Jefferson  
Spears  

 

____________________________________ 
Mayor 
City of Columbus, Mississippi 
 
 

 ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
James “Jim” Brigham, City Clerk 
City of Columbus, Mississippi 

 
O. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to discuss the Hall of Fame 
Sports Sponsorship. COO stated that the sponsorship request was $5,000. Mayor 
and Council members agreed on $1,000 which was the city’s contribution last year. 
 

     P. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to discuss Facility Usage and       
     Donations. A current update of the facility usage policy is being prepared. Currently,   
     there is no policy on donations. It has been recommended that no building or facility    
     be given free of charge. Mayor Jones asked that the amounts for the East Columbus     
     Gym be provided. Council Member Harris moved on the facility usage and donation  
     policy update. Council Member Stewart seconded the motion and the Council voted       
     unanimously in favor. 
 
     The motion carried 5/0. 

 

     Q. The Mayor called Greg Lewis to come forward to discuss the Propst Park lighting       

     contract. Mr. Lewis then came forward and informed the Mayor and City Council that     

    

     the lowest and best bid was from JMM and that they can start no later than March   

     23, 2026. Council Member Smith then moved that the contract be awarded to JMM   

     and that the Mayor be authorized to execute the same. Council Member Greene      

     seconded the motion and after discussion, the Council voted unanimously in favor of                          

     the same. 

 

     The Motion carried 5/0.   

 

III.   EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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The Mayor stated that there was no other business to be heard in Open Session and 

asked if there was a motion to close the meeting for a discussion of whether there was 

a valid reason to go into Executive Session.   

 

Council Member Harris moved to close the meeting to determine if the matter qualified 

for Executive Session.  Vice Mayor Stewart seconded the motion and the meeting was 

closed.  All attendees of the meeting left the room with the exception of the Mayor, the 

City Council, the CFO, the COO, the assistant of the COO, the General Counsel and 

the Chief of Police as well as the Chief of Fire and Rescue. 

 

Mayor Jones then told the Council that the issue involved job performance and 

qualifications of an individual in the CFR and asked if there was a motion to go into 

Executive Session to discuss the same. Vice Mayor Stewart moved that the meeting go 

into Executive Session for the stated purpose.  Council Member Jefferson seconded the 

motion and upon unanimous vote the motion passed. 

 

The motion carried 5/0. 

 

Chief Daughtry then announced to the public outside the meeting room that the meeting 

was in Executive Session to discuss the professional competence and job performance 

of an individual in the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department.   

 

OPEN SESSION 

The Mayor then asked if there was a motion to return to Open Session.  Council 

Member Harris moved to return to Open Session. Council Member Smith seconded the 

motion and the Council voted unanimously in favor. 

 

The motion carried 5/0. 
 
The Chief of Police then announced that the meeting was back in open session. The 
Mayor then called upon the General Council to announce the action taken in Executive 
Session and the General Council did so. 
 
 IV.    ADJOURN 
 
 There being no other business, to come before the governing authority, the Mayor      
 announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 
 
 This the 11th day of March, 2026. 
                                                                 ____________________________________ 

      Stephen Jones, Mayor 
Attest: 

                                                                 ____________________________________ 
                                                                James Brigham, Municipal Clerk 
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                          SPECIAL MEETING OF 
                 THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

            CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
                    March 12, 2026 

                 1:00 pm 
 
 

     The Mayor and City Council met at a reconvened Special Meeting on March 12, 

     2026 at 1:00pm in the City Hall Conference Room, 523 Main Street. Mayor Stephen 

Jones presided over the meeting. This meeting is reconvened form the Special 

Meeting that was held March 11, 2026, at 9:30 am which was recessed rather than 

adjourned. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Jones called the meeting to order and announced the presence of the 

following Council: Vice Mayor Stewart, Council Member Smith, Council 

Member Greene, and Council Member Jefferson. Council Members Harris 

and Spears were absent. Also present were General Counsel Jeff Turnage, 

HR Director Pat Mitchell, COO Jammie Garrett and CFO James Brigham. 

The Mayor then announced that this meeting was reconvened from the 

recessed meeting of March 11, 2026. 

Close Determination 
Mayor Jones then asked for a vote on closed determination to discuss 
whether to go into Executive Session. Council Member Greene made a 
motion to go into Closed Session. Council Member Smith seconded the 
motion. 

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 

The motion carried 4/0. 

Council Member Harris joined the meeting. 

 ll. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Mayor Jones called for a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss job 
performance and professional competence of applicants for municipal court 
administrator and fire chief. 
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The General Counsel announced that the Mayor and Council went into 
Executive Session to interview seven applicants for municipal court 
administrator and fire chief. 
 
Council Member Smith made a motion to go into Executive Session for the 

stated reason. Council Member Jefferson seconded the motion. 

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion  

The motion carried 5/0. 

After the interviews, Council Member Smith made a motion to return to Open 

Session. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 

The motion carried 5/0 

 

 Ill.  ADJOURN 

            The Mayor, finding that there was no other business to come before the    
Council, asked that the meeting be recessed and to reconvene on 
Monday, March 16 at 9:00am. Council Member Jefferson made a motion 
to recess the meeting and reconvene. Council Member Harris seconded 
the motion. All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 

            The motion carried 5/0. The meeting was then RECESSED. 

 
Approved By: 
                                                     ______________________________________________ 

                Stephen Jones, Mayor 

                                ___________________________________________ 

                                James Brigham, CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 
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                                 SPECIAL MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

                         CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
                        March 17, 2026 

                      1:00 pm 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in a Special Meeting on Tuesday, March 17, 2026 at  
1:00pm in the City Hall Conference Room, 523 Main Street. Mayor Stephen Jones 
presided over the meeting, and all Council Members were present. Also, present were 
the General Counsel, the COO, the CFO and the HR Director. 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 

Mayor Jones called the meeting to order and called upon Council Member 
Smith to offer the Invocation. 
 

II. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 Thereafter, Vice Mayor Stewart made a motion to close the meeting to 
determine whether to go into Executive Session. Council Member Smith 
seconded the motion. 

 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

The motion carried, 6/0. 

The Mayor asked if there was a motion to go into Executive Session to 
discuss professional competency of an applicant for the Human Resource 
Director position. Council Member Spears moved to go into Executive 
Session for the stated reason and Council Member Jefferson seconded the 
motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

The motion carried 6/0. 

General Counsel announced that the meeting was in Executive Session to 
discuss professional competency of an applicant in the Administration 
Department. After a detailed discussion with the applicant, the applicant was 
thanked, and applicant left the meeting.  
 

          Council Member Smith made a motion to return to Open Session. Council               
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  Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 

            All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

  The motion carried 6/0. 

                  OPEN SESSION 

       General Counsel then announced that the meeting was back in Open 
                  Session. 

 
 

III.   ADJOURN 

             The Mayor, finding that there was no other business to come before the    
             Council, announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 
 
 
 
 
Approved By: 

 
Stephen Jones, Mayor 

 
 James Brigham, CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 
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MEETING OF 

THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 

MARCH 17, 2026 

5:00 pm 
 

 

The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, March 17, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. in 

the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex, 1501 Main Street. Mayor Stephen Jones presided 

over the meeting, and all Council Members were present except Council Member Harris. Also, 

present were the General Counsel, the COO, CFO, the HR Director, the Police Chief and all other 

Department Heads. 

 

      

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 

 
Mayor Stephen Jones called the meeting to order and called upon Minister Laverne 

Jefferson to give the Invocation.  

 
 

II. CONFORMATION OF / OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 

 
Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the Agenda as prepared. 

Council Member Spears seconded the motion. 

 

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 5/0.  

 

III.     APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 
          A. Approve Minutes for the meeting of February 25, 2026. 

 

          Vice Mayor Stewart made a motion to approve the Minutes for the meeting of February 25, 

          2026. Council Member Jefferson seconded the motion. 
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       All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 

  

       The motion carried 5/0. 

 

       B. Approve Minutes for the Meeting of March 3, 2026. 

       C. Approve Minutes for the Special Meeting of March 5, 2026 

 

        Vice Mayor Stewart made a motion to approve the Minutes for the meeting of March 3, 2026 

        and the Minutes for the Special Meeting of March 5, 2026. Council Member Smith  

        seconded the motion. 

 

        All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 

    

        The motion carried 5/0. 

         

IV.    APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS 

 

          Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for March 17,     
         2026 in the amount of $ 477,610.31. Council Member Spears seconded the motion. 
 
         All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
         The motion carried 5/0.     
  

V.     CONSENT AGENDA 

      

        A. Approve permit request submitted by Frances Glenn, on behalf of Columbus-Lowndes  

            Convention & Visitors Bureau, to host "Tales from the Crypt" to be held on April 8, 10, 15 

            and 17, 2026, from 6:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. each date at Friendship Cemetery. See 

            attached map. 

 

        B. Approve permit request submitted by Cynthia Mutch, on behalf of Frank P. Phillip 

            Memorial YMCA, to host "Healthy Kids Day Fun Run/Walk" to be held on April 25, 2026, 

            from 9:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. See attachments. 

 

        C. Approve permit request submitted by Barbara Bigelow, on behalf of Main Street 

            Columbus, to host the "Market Street Festival" to be held on May 2, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. 

            until 5.00 p.m. in downtown Columbus and sell beer during the festival. See attachments. 

 
        D. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) CPD personnel effective March 9, 2026. 

 

        E. Approve request for one (1) CPD personnel to attend the "NOBLE 50th Annual Training 
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               Conference" to be held in Dallas, Texas July 23-29, 2026 and approve payment for 

               registration, travel, lodging and meal expenses in the estimated amount of $2,710.00 

               and provide funds for parking fees prior to travel. 

            

            F. Approve Fulgham Tree Preservation to conduct a tree inventory at Friendship Cemetery 

                in the amount of $9,500.00 to be paid from the Mississippi Forestry Commission Grant. 
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           G. Approve request for Victim's Advocate to attend the Sexual Assault Subgrantee 

                Training to be held in Jackson, MS on March 17, 2026 and payment for travel in the 

                amount of $223.30. 

 

           H. Approve request for one (1) Columbus Recreation Employee to attend the Mobile Parks 

               and Recreation, Science Technology Recreation, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics 

               (STREAM) Program March 21, 2026. Only cost to the city is the use of city vehicle and 

               gas. 

 

            I.  Discuss request to install two dinosaur-themed sculptures promoting the Dr. John "Jack" 

               Kaye Cretaceous Park at no cost to the city. 

 

           J.  Approve one (1) Forensic Scientist Trainee attending Columbus High School College 

               and Career Fair on March 26, 2026. 

 

           K.  Approve applying for the FY25 Local Law Enforcement Crime Gun Intelligence Center 

                Initiative. 

 

           L.   Approve applying for the FY26 Mississippi Office of Homeland Security (MOHS) Grant 

                Program. 

 

          M.  Approve the 2% Tourism Tax Payment of $25,000 to Lowndes County,  

               $20,833.33 to Golden Triangle Development LINK, $33,333.33 to the City 

               of Columbus and $129,411.52 to Columbus Convention Visitors Bureau, in  

               the total amount of $208,578.18. 

 

          N.  Approve request to place 1095-C Tax Notice on City's Website. 

 

          O. Approve permit request submitted by Phillip Morris, the Columbus High School Boys 

               Basketball Coach, to host "Championship Parade/Block Party" to be held on March 26, 

               2026 from 5:00p.m. until 8:00p.m. on Main Street from the Municipal Complex to 5th 

               Street.  See attached. 

 

              Council Member Smith made a motion to approve Items A-O on the Consent Agenda as  

              presented. Vice Mayor Stewart seconded the motion. Mayor Jones called for discussion, 

              and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of the same with a unanimous 

              vote, 5/0. 

      

              Council Member Harris joined the meeting at this time. 

 

  VI.        REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA 
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A. Comments from the Mayor and Council 

 

                Mayor Jones made the following announcements: 

 

o Mayor Jones hopes all local churches, students, teachers and support staff are enjoying 

their Spring Break. 

o Keep the families of Bobby Harper, Dixie Butler-Casteel and Andy Perkins, who have been 

great assets to our community, in your thoughts and prayers. 

o The State Spelling Bee is returning to the Mississippi University for Women Campus March 

28, 2026 beginning at 9:30 am at the Poindexter Hall. MUW has been hosting the Spelling 

Bee since 2023 and appreciates all the support from the City of Columbus. 

 

B. Recognition-Columbus High School Boys Basketball Team 5A State Champions 

     Mayor Jones called upon Coach Phillip Morris and the CHS Boys Basketball Team 

     to come forward in recognition of winning the 5A State Championship. Coach  

     Morris introduced the team and staff. Mayor Jones presented each player with a 

     Mayor’s Coin and the team took a picture with the Mayor and City Council.  

 

     The team will be celebrating this milestone with a parade that will start at the Municipal     

     Complex and end at City Hall March 26, 2026 starting at 5:00 p.m. 

 

 Mayor Jones asked if there were any more announcements: 

o  Council Member Jefferson announced that there will be another Housing Fair at Sim Scott 

 April 11, 2026. 

o  Council Member Harris announced the family friendly and fun Kay Pop Event that will be at    

 the Trotter Convention Center on Thursday, March 19, 2026 at 4:30 p.m., doors open at      

 3:30 p.m. and again at 7:00 p.m., doors open at 6:00 p.m. An event put on by Ms.  

 Rogena Bonner that the kids will enjoy before they go back to school. 

o  Council Member Smith thanked everyone for their phone calls, prayers and support   

 following his father’s passage. 

 

             February 2026 Reports 

 

 
 C.   Municipal Court -- Report Presented. No Action Taken. 
 
 D.   Building Inspection / Code Enforcement -- Report Presented. No Action Taken. 
 
 E.   Facilities -- Report Presented. No action Taken. 
 
 F.   Public Works -- Report Presented. No Action Taken. 
 
 G.  Planning & Community Development -- Report Presented. No Action Taken. 
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 H.  Columbus Police Department -- Report Presented. No Action Taken. 
 
  I.   Columbus Fire & Rescue -- Report Presented. No Action Taken. 
 

            J.   Forensics Lab -- Report Presented. No Action Taken. 
 
            K.  Finance -- Report Presented. No Action Taken. 
 
            L.  Columbus Recreation Department -- Report Presented. No Action Taken. 
 
            M.  IT Department -- Report Presented. No Action Taken 
. 
            N.  Human Resources Department -- Report Presented. No Action Taken. 
 
            O.  Garage -- Report Presented. No Action Taken. 

 

 P.  Board Vacancies 

 

      Mayor Jones called upon the COO Jammie Garrett to announce the Board Vacancies 

  

      TREE BOARD 

      1 Vacancy, Mildred Monroe’s 3-Year Term expires 04/18/2026.  

      Appointment will be made April 21, 2026. 

 

     APPLICANT: 

                 Mildred Monroe 

 

     CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

     2 Vacancies, MacArthur Inge did not seek appointment in October 2025, 

     3-Year Term. 

     Quincy Harris resigned February 10, 2026, Remainder of Term expires Dec 1, 2027.  

 

     Appointments are scheduled to be made March 17, 2026. 

 

 

     APPLICANTS: 

     Lakeysucha Bailey 

     Pierre Beard 

 

    Council Member Smith made a motion to approve filling the two (2) vacancies. Council          

    Member Harris seconded the motion. 

 

    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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The motion carried 6/0. 

 

Mayor Jones offered a congratulations to Lakeysucha Bailey and Pierre Beard on behalf of 

the Mayor and City Council. 

 

  VII.   CITIZEN INPUT AGENDA 

 

             COO Jammie Garrett called upon Kevin Stafford, standing in for Ms. Barbara Bigelow, to 

            take over the Columbus Main Street Fossil Park Drawing. MS. Susan Wilder assisted and 

            stated that the dinosaur sculpture was sculpted by Mr. Rick Spears from Georgia who was 

            present via Zoom. Ms. Susan then called upon Mayor Youth Council Member, Brooklyn 

            Sanders to draw the winning ticket. As Brooklyn made her way to the front, Mayor Jones 

            announced that Brooklyn had just been accepted into the Mississippi School for 

            Mathematics and Science (MSMS). Winner of the fossil dinosaur was Pam Speer. About 

            $5,000 was raised in tickets sales that will be going towards the fossil park. Mrs. Speer 

            donated the dinosaur sculpture to Zayne McFarland, a fossil enthusiast. 

 

VIII.   POLICY AGENDA 

       
A. Mayor Jones stated the first item on the Policy Agenda to Discuss / Approve a 

request to apply for the FY2027 MDOT Multimodal Grant for the CLCA South 

Hanger Taxilane Extension. 

 

Mr. Kevin Stafford explained that the grant for the extensions will offer a 1% match split 

by the city and county at $1,750. 

 

Council Member Greene made a motion to approve to apply for the grant. Council 

Member Harris seconded the motion. 

 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The emotion carried 6/0.  

 

DOCUMENT TO FOLLOW: 
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B. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the Policy Agenda to Discuss / Approve 

Neel-Schaffer Engineering to conduct a topographical survey of the permitted 

Landfill site using aerial drone technology to establish existing conditions in the 

amount of $5,000. 

 

Council Member Smith made a motion to approve conducting a survey of the Landfill 

using an aerial drone. Vice Mayor Stewart seconded the motion. 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0.  

 

C. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the Policy Agenda to Discuss / Approve 

recommendations from March 9, 2026, Planning Commission public meeting. 

 

Mr. Nathan Katona presented one (1) case (26-05) that requested permission to build a 

storage unit. No members of the public opposed this request.  

 

Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the recommendations for the 

storage unit. Vice Mayor Stewart seconded to motion. 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0.  

                   

D. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the Policy Agenda to Discuss / Approve 

recommendation to Award Demolition contracts for Blight Elimination Program 

for 1113 5th St South to G6 Construction in the amount of 

$5,800, 915 16th St North to G6 Construction in the amount of $4,500, and 1610 8th 

Ave North to JMorgan Construction in the amount of $6,415. 

 

Council Member Spears made a motion to approve recommendations for the 

demolition of 1113 5th St South, 915 16th St North and 1610 8th Ave North at the 

proposed amounts. Vice Mayor Stewart seconded the motion. 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

                  The motion carried 6/0.  

 

                 THE CONTRACTS FOLLOW: 
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E. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the Policy Agenda to Discuss / Approve 

Resolution declaring certain municipal property as Surplus and authorizing the 

sale of said property pursuant to Mississippi Code 21-17-1 (2)(a). 

 

General Counsel Turnage explained that the property is a surplus and municipal piece 

of land that is no longer needed by the city. Construction must start within a certain 

period. If nothing is done in the amount of time allotted, the property will be turned back 

over to the city. 

 

Council Member Smith made a motion to approve resolution authorizing the sale of 

Surplus / municipal properties pursuant to MS Code 21-17-1 (2)(a). Vice Mayor Stewart 

seconded the motion. 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion through a voice vote. 

Vice Mayor Stewart voiced a Yes 

Council Member Smith voiced a Yes 

Council Member Greene voiced a Yes 

Council Member Harris voiced a Yes 

Council Member Jefferson voiced a Yes 

Council Member Spears voiced a Yes 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 

 

THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        (THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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F. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the Policy Agenda to Discuss / Approve Hall 

of Fame Sports Sponsorship in the amount of $1,000 as advertising and bringing 

in favorable notice the opportunities, possibilities and resources of the City of 

Columbus. 

 

COO Jammie Garrett stated that we are donating the same amount that was given last 

year. Spears questioned if there was a list of giving each year for budget purposes. Ms. 

Garrett stated that a list will be provided of everything that has been donated. The 

Sports Hall of Fame Event is set for April 17, 2026. 

 

Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the Sports Hall of Fame 

Sponsorship advertising amount of $1,000. Council Member Jefferson seconded the 

motion. 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 

       

G. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the Policy Agenda to Discuss / Approve 

Resolution declaring the 2026 COLA payments as outlined in the Mississippi 

Code Annotated in 21-29-247 9 (3) and (5). 

 

CFO James Brigham stated that the cities of the municipal retirement system are 

required to maintain record of all participating employees as well as fund a cost-of-

living increase. 

 

Council Member Spears made a motion to approve the Resolution as outlined in the 

MS Code Annotation 21-29-247 9 (3) and (5). Council Member Smith seconded the 

motion. 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion through a voice vote. 

Vice Mayor Stewart voiced a Yes 

Council Member Smith voiced a Yes 

Council Member Greene voiced a Yes 

Council Member Harris voiced a Yes 

Council Member Jefferson voiced a Yes 

Council Member Spears voiced a Yes 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 

 

THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
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H. Mayor Jones stated, the next item on the Policy Agenda, to Discuss/ Approve 

Resolution authorizing request to the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, 

Fisheries and Parks for Recreational Trails Program (RTP) funding to be utilized 

for the Master Gardener’s Butterfly Garden Accessibility Trail Project. 

 

Vice Mayor Stewart made a motion to approve the Resolution authorizing the funding 

for the Butterfly Garden Accessibility Trail Project. Council Member Harris seconded 

the motion. 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion through a voice vote. 

Vice Mayor Stewart voiced a Yes 

Council Member Smith voiced a Yes 

Council Member Greene voiced a Yes 

Council Member Harris voiced a Yes 

Council Member Jefferson voiced a Yes 

                   Council Member Spears voiced a Yes 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 

 

THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
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I. Mayor Jones stated the last item on the Policy Agenda to Discuss / Approve 

request to hire four (4) entry-level officers and three (3) certified officers 

contingent upon successful completion of preliminary testing. 

 

Vice Mayor Stewart made a motion to approve hiring four (4) entry-level officers and 

three (3) certified officers upon successful completion of all requirements. Council 

Member Smith seconded the motion. 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 

 

        IX.    EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
 No Personnel Matter to Discuss 

 

               

 

            ADJOURNMENT 

     

           There being no other business to come before the governing authority, the Mayor 

           announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 

           This the 17th day of March 2026. 

 

              

 

                                                                             _________________________________ 

                                                                 Stephen Jones, Mayor     

 

Attest: 

 

 

                                                                 _________________________________                     

                                                                James “Jim” Brigham, Municipal Clerk 
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SPECIAL MEETING 

OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 

MARCH 19, 2026 

1:00 p.m. 

 

The Mayor and City Council met at a Special Meeting on March 19, 2026 at 1:00 p.m. in the City 

Hall Conference Room, 523 Main Street. Mayor Stephen Jones presided over the meeting, and all 

Council Members were present except Council Member Spears and Council Member Smith. Also, 

present were the General Counsel, the COO, the CFO and the HR Director.   

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER  

 

The Mayor called the meeting to order and announced the presence of the following 

Council: Vice Mayor Stewart, Council Member Greene, Council Member Harris and 

Council Member Jefferson.  

 

Close Determination 

The Mayor then asked for a motion to go into closed determination to determine whether 

to go into Executive Session.  

 

Vice Mayor Stewart Made a motion to go into Closed Determination. Council Member 

Jefferson seconded the motion. 

 

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 4/0. 

 

 

II. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

The Mayor then asked if there was a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss the 

transaction of business and regarding employment or job performance of a person 

applying for a position in Human Resources. 

 

Council Member Harris made a motion to go into Executive Session for the stated 

reason. Vice Mayor Stewart seconded the motion. 
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All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 4/0. 

 

General Counsel Turnage announced Executive Session to the public for the stated 

reason. 

 

OPEN SESSION 

 

                Council Member Harris made a motion to return to Open Session. Vice Mayor Stewart  
                Seconded the motion. 
 
                All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
                The motion carried 5/0. 
 
                The General Counsel announced that the Mayor and Council were back in Open  
                Session. 
 
                The Mayor and Council then discussed when to meet to determine scores of the                  
                candidates. After a discussion, it was agreed that March 20, 2026, at 1:30 p.m. would  
                be a good date and time to discuss the HR Director, Fire Chief and Municipal Court  
                Administrator applicants due to the travel schedules of the Mayor and city Council.      
     

 

III. RECESS 

 

    The Mayor, finding that there was no other business to come before the Council asked        

    that the meeting be recessed and to reconvene on Friday, March 20 at 1:30 p.m.  

    Council Member Harris made a motion to recess the meeting and reconvene as stated.    

               Vice Mayor Stewart seconded the motion. All Council Members present voted in favor of 

               the motion. 

 

    The motion carried 5/0. The meeting was then RECESSED. 

 

                Approved By:  

 

                                                            ________________________________    

                                                            Stephen Jones, Mayor       

 

                             

                                                                        __________________________________________ 

                                                                       James “Jim” Brigham, CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 
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SPECIAL MEETING OF  

THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS  

March 20, 2026  

1:30 pm  
  

The Mayor and City Council met on Friday, March 20, 2026 at reconvened Special 

Meeting in the City Hall Conference Room, 523 Main Street to discuss job 

performance and professional competence of various applicants for positions in 

Human Resources, Court and Columbus Fire & Rescue. Mayor Stephen Jones 

presided over the meeting. This meeting is reconvened from the Special Meeting 

that was held Thursday, March 19, 2026, at 1:00 pm which was recessed rather than 

adjourned.  

  

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION  

  

Mayor Jones called the meeting to order. Upon calling roll, the Mayor 

announced that all Council Members were present as well as CFO Jim 

Brigham, HR Director Pat Mitchell and General Counsel Jeff Turnage. He 

then called upon Council Member Smith to offer the Invocation.  

  

Council Member Harris made a motion to reconvene the special meeting of 

March 19, 2026. Council Member Spears seconded the motion.  

  

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.  

  

The motion carried 6/0.  

  

Close Determination  

The Mayor then asked for a motion to go into Closed Session to determine 

whether to go into Executive Session. Vice Mayor Stewart made a motion to 

go into Closed Session for a determination of whether to go into Executive 

Session. Council Member Harris seconded the motion.  

  

The Mayor then told the Council Members that he felt the meeting qualified for 

Executive Session to discuss the transaction of business and discussion 

related to the job performance and professional competence of individual 

applicants in Human Resources, Municipal Court and Columbus Fire & 

Rescue.    
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Vice Mayor Stewart made a motion to go into Executive Session for the stated 

purpose. Council Member Smith seconded the motion.  

  

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.  

  

The motion carried 6/0.  

  

  

II. EXECUTIVE SESSION  

  

The General Counsel then announced to the public that the meeting was 

going into Executive Session to discuss job performance and professional 

competence of various applicants for positions in Municipal Court, Human 

Resources, and Columbus Fire & Rescue.  

  

Municipal Court Administrator  

After a lengthy discussion, Council Member Spears stated that he felt the 

issue should be determined in Open Session.  

  

Human Resources Director   

It was generally agreed to make the decision into Open Session.  

  

Chief of Columbus Fire & Rescue  

It was again generally agreed to make the decision into Open Session.  

  

Open Session  

Mayor Jones then asked if there was a motion to return to Open Session. 

Council Member Spears made a motion to return to Open Session. Council 

Member Smith seconded the motion.  

  

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.  

  

The motion carried 5/0.  

  

The General Counsel announced that the meeting was back in Open Session.  

  

Mayor Jones then asked if there was a motion regarding the Human  

Resources Director. Council Member Spears then made a motion to authorize  

Mayor Jones to negotiate a salary with the applicant D.D. within a range of 

$75,000 to $82,000 as HR Director and that the job duties be redrawn to 

reflect reassignments of some of Ms. Mitchell’s duties. Council Member Smith 
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seconded the motion and after a thorough discussion, all Council Members 

present voted in favor of the motion.  

  

The motion carried 5/0.  

  

Mayor Jones then asked if the Council wanted to discuss the hiring of the Fire 

Chief. Council Member Spears made a motion to hire Alan Lewis as the next 

chief. Council Member Harris seconded the motion. Vice Mayor Stewart made 

a substitute motion to hire C.Y. Council Member Smith seconded the 

substitute motion and after a thorough discussion of the qualifications of each 

candidate, the Council voted 3/2 in favor of the substitute motion with Council 

Members Harris and Spears voting in the negative.  

  

Mayor Jones then asked if there was a motion related to the Municipal Court 

Administrator. Council Member Spears made a motion to delay the hiring of 

the Court Administrator and that the position be advertised at a salary of 

$55,000 to $80,000 depending upon the experience and qualifications of the 

applicants. Council Member Smith seconded the motion.   

  

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.  

  

The motion carried 5/0.  

  

 Mayor Jones then asked if there was a motion to extend Ms. Linder Erby as     

the interim Court Administrator with the same compensation she is currently    

receiving. Council Member Spears made a motion to approve continuation to   

May 31, 2026. Council Member Smith seconded the motion.  

  

 All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.  

  

 The motion carried 5/0.   

 

   

III. ADJOURN  

  

            The Mayor stated that there was no other business, and declared              

            the meeting ADJOURNED.   
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Approved By:  
                                                     _______________________________________________  
                                                     Stephen Jones, MAYOR  
  

 

 

 
                                                     _______________________________________________  

                                                    James Brigham, CFO/SECRETARY-TREASURER/CLERK  
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SPECIAL MEETING / WORKSESSION 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
March 31, 2026 

9:00 am 
 

The Mayor and City Council met in a Special Meeting on Tuesday, March 31, 2026, at 
9:00 a.m. in the City Hall Court Chambers, 523 Main Street. Mayor Stephen Jones 
presided over the meeting, and all Council Members were present except Council 
Member Harris. Also, present were the General Counsel, the COO, CFO, the HR 
Director, the Police Chief, the Fire Chief and various Department Heads. 
 
 

I. Call to Order and Invocation 
 
Mayor Stephen Jones called the meeting to order and called upon Council Member 
Jason Spears to offer the Invocation. 
 

II. Presentation of Proclamation 
 
Council Member Spears introduced Mr. Jason Miller and Mayor Jones presented Mr. 
Miller with the Athletic Training Proclamation declaring March as National Athletic 
Training Month. 
 
           Mayor Jones made the following Announcements: 

o The Bass Tournament had a great turnout 
o Keep Columbus Beautiful had their first City-Wide Clean-up. 
o Easter Egg Hunt and Pictures with the Easter Bunny downtown. There 

will be another Easter Egg Hunt this Saturday, April 4, 2026 at Propst 
Park. 

o Breakfast at the Courthouse Wednesday, April 1, 2026 at 8:30 am. 
o Coffee with a Cop at the Coffeehouse on 5th Thursday, April 2, 2026 at 

8:30 am. 
 

III. Topics 
 

A. Mayor Jones stated the first item on the agenda to discuss and     
Awarding Bluecutt @ Leigh signal stripe improvements to JC Cheek for 
$7,767.40. Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the bid. Council 
Member Spears seconded the motion.  
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                All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 

               The motion carried 5/0. 
 

B. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to discuss the approval 
of the New Fire Chief’s salary in the amount of $92,700 pending 
preliminary testing. Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the 
salary. Vie Mayor Stewart seconded the motion. 

  
                All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
    
                The motion carried 5/0. 
 

C. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to discuss approval of 
the New Human Resources Director’s salary in the amount of $75,000 
pending preliminary testing. Council Member Spears made a motion to 
approve the salary. Vice Mayor Stewart seconded the motion. 

  
                 All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.  
 
                 The motion carried 5/0. 
 

D. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to discuss 2025-2026 
appropriation for the Columbus Arts Council in the amount of $11,000. 
Council Member Smith made a motion to approve payment of the 
appropriation amount. Vice Mayor Stewart seconded the motion. 
 

                All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 

                The motion carried 5/0. 
 

E. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to discuss payment to 
Main Street Columbus from the 2% restaurant and beverage tax for the 
Market Street Festival in the amount of $15,000. Vice Mayor Stewart made 
a motion to approve payment of the specified amount. Council Member Smith 
seconded the motion. 
 

                All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 

                The motion carried 5/0. 
 

F. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to discuss Resolution 
regarding the status and removal of trees within the Burns Bottom 
Urban Renewal District. Council Member Greene made a motion to approve 
Resolution. Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 
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                All Council Members voted in favor of the motion through a voice vote. 

 

Vice Mayor Stewart voiced a Yes 

Council Member Smith voiced a Yes 

Council Member Greene voiced a Yes 

Council Member Harris was Absent 

Council Member Jefferson voiced a Yes 

Council Member Spears voiced a Yes 

 

The motion carried 5/0. 

 

THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
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   EXHIBITS 1, 2 and 3 FOLLOW: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
MARCH 31, 2026 
 

 



SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
MARCH 31, 2026 
 



SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
MARCH 31, 2026 
 

 



SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
MARCH 31, 2026 
 

G. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to discuss hiring one 
(1) full-time temporary worker, one (1) seasonal worker to cut grass at 
the Columbus Recreation Department, one (1) site Supervisor for 
Sandfield Community Center, and six (6) summer workers to supervise 
children at the community centers during the summer for the Columbus 
Recreation Department. 

 
                Mayor Jones stated that this item will be further discussed in the meeting of  
                the Mayor and City Council Tuesday, April 7, 2026. 

 
H. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to discuss the donation 

from Columbus Marble Works for the Riverwalk Arboretum Project in the 
amount of $500 to be accepted by the Mayor and City Council. 
 

                Mayor Jones stated that this item will be further discussed in the meeting of    
                the Mayor and City Council Tuesday, April 7, 2026. 
 

I. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to discuss the donation 
from Glenn Machine Works for the Lt. Col. Alva Temple Museum Project 
in the amount of $5,000 to be accepted by the Mayor and City Council 
and to consider matching his gift in the amount of $2,500 along with the 
county’s match of $2,500. 
 

                Mayor Jones stated that this item will be further discussed in the meeting of  
                the Mayor and City Council Tuesday, April 7, 2026. 

 
J. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to discuss request for 

four (4) CPD personnel to attend the “2026 NAMI Mississippi Annual 
Conference on Mental Health and CIT” to be held in Hattiesburg, MS and 
to approve payment for registration, lodging, travel and meal expenses 
in the estimated amount of $2,376.00. 

 
                Mayor Jones stated that this item will be further discussed in the meeting of    
                the Mayor and City Council Tuesday, April 7, 2026.  
 

K. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to discuss request for 
one (1) CPD personnel to attend the “95th Mississippi Municipal League 
Annual Conference” to be held in Biloxi, MS and to approve payment for 
registration, lodging, travel and meal expenses in the estimated amount 
of $1,206.00. 

 
                Mayor Jones stated that this item will be further discussed in the meeting of    
                the Mayor and City Council Tuesday, April 7, 2026.  
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L. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to discuss request for 
one (1) CPD personnel to attend the “NOBLE 50th Annual Training 
Conference on Mental Health and CIT” to be held in Dallas, TX and to 
approve payment for registration, lodging, travel and meal expenses in 
the estimated amount of $2,810.00 and to provide funds for parking fees 
prior to travel. 

 
                Mayor Jones stated that this item will be further discussed in the meeting of    
                the Mayor and City Council Tuesday, April 7, 2026.  
 

M. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to discuss request 
submitted by Jerry Fortenberry, on behalf of Tennessee Williams Tribute 
to host the “Stella Yell” to be held on April 11, 2026 from 11:00 am until 
7:00 pm blocking College Street at 4th Street South and 5th Street South.  

 
              Mayor Jones stated that this item will be further discussed in the meeting of    
                the Mayor and City Council Tuesday, April 7, 2026. 

 
N. Mayor Jones Stated the next item on the agenda to discuss request 

submitted by Joyce Dumas, on behalf of the Family Advocacy Program 
to host “Child Abuse Awareness Parade” with Stokes Beard Elementary 
School to be held on April 24, 2026 from 8:00 am until 9:00 am starting 
at Stokes Beard Elementary School, 311 South MLK, Jr. Drive to 5th 
Avenue North, left on 24th Street North and left back to 311 MLK Jr. 
Drive. 

 
              Mayor Jones stated that this item will be further discussed in the meeting of    
                the Mayor and City Council Tuesday, April 7, 2026. 
 

O. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to discuss request to 
pay Wheeler Roofing for roof repairs to 410 16th Street South in the 
amount of $7,199.00 and to 1022 5th Street South in the amount of 
$6,430.00 using funds from the Home Improvement Program Grant and 
to consider any bids that exceed the $6,000 max a little extra overage to 
cover the best bids. 

 
                Mayor Jones stated that this item will be further discussed in the meeting of    
                the Mayor and City Council Tuesday, April 7, 2026. 
 

P. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to discuss the approval 
purchase of fourteen (14) parcels of tax-forfeited properties and remit 
payment to the State of Mississippi prior to April 8, 2026. 

 
A discussion with the school district possibly entering into a lease agreement 
concerning school district owned properties was suggested. 
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Mayor Jones stated that this item will be further discussed in the meeting of    
the Mayor and City Council Tuesday, April 7, 2026. 
 

Q. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to discuss request to 
award bid for Legal Publications to be made April 7, 2026. 
 
Human Resources Director Pat Mitchell stated that three (3) companies 
received an advertisement notice: the Commercial Dispatch, the Columbus 
Packet and the Jackson Clarion Ledger. Two (2) companies responded: The 
Commercial Dispatch offering eleven (11) cents per word for first insertion 
and ten and a half (10.5) cents per word for additional insertions and the 
Columbus Packet offering eight (8) cents per word for first insertion and six 
(6) cents per word for second insertion. 
 
Mayor Jones stated that this item will be further discussed in the meeting of    
the Mayor and City Council Tuesday, April 7, 2026. 
 

R. Mayor Jones stated the next item on the agenda to discuss request to 
fill vacant positions in the Public Works Department to include a Truck 
Driver, Equipment Operator and Street Sweeper Operator. 
 
Human Resources Director Pat Mitchell is currently conducting interviews in 
the Public Works and Forensics Department to fill positions. Th HR Director is 
also partnering with the WIN Job Center for potential applicants. 

 
             Closed Determination 
               Mayor Jones asked if there was a motion to go into Closed Session to                       
               determine whether to go into Executive Session. Council Member Spears     
               made a motion to go into Closed Session. Vice Mayor Stewart seconded the  
               motion. 

 
               All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 

 
               The motion passed 5/0. 

 
               Any members of the public present, apart from the Mayor, the Council, the    
               General Counsel, the COO, the CFO, and the HR Director, exited the meeting. 
 

IV.         EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
    Mayor Jones asked for a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel         
    matter involving a police officer. Vice Mayor Stewart made a motion to go into     
    Executive Session to discuss a matter of job performance of a police officer in the  
    Police Department. Council Member Spears seconded the motion. Council Member  
    Jefferson recused himself. 
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               All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
               The motion carried 4/0. 
  
 The General Counsel then instructed the Police Chief Daughtry to announce to the     
 general public outside the meeting room that the Council was going into Executive 
 Session. Thereafter, Chief Daughtry discussed the job performance of an individual in    
 the Police Department. 
  

            Open Session 
              Mayor Jones asked for a motion to go back into Open Session. Council   
              Member Spears made a motion to go back into Open Session. Vice Mayor  
              Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
              All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
              The motion carried 4/0. 
 

 
There being no other business to come before the governing authority, the Mayor 

announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 

 
This the 31st day of March, 2026. 

 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
      Stephen Jones, Mayor 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
                                                            ___________________________________ 
                                                           James Brigham, Municipal Clerk 
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MAYOR
    STEPHEN JONES.

CITY COUNCIL
ETHEL STEWART
RODERICK SMITH
RUSSELL GREENE
LAVONNE L. HARRIS
GREGORY JEFFERSON
JASON SPEARS

CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER
      JAMMIE GARRETT

CFO/SECRETARY-TREASURER
      JAMES “Jim” BRIGHAM

POLICE CHIEF 
JOSEPH M. DAUGHTRY, SR.

FIRE CHIEF
DUANE HUGHES

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR
       PATRICIA S. MITCHELL

PT DIRECTOR OF PLANNING &      
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
       GEORGE IRBY

April 2, 2026 
 
 
 
Mayor Stephen Jones and 
  Members of the City Council 
City of Columbus, MS 
 
RE:   REQUEST TO FILL BOOM TRUCK OPERATOR 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council: 
 
The Public Works Director, Assistant Public Works Director and I have conducted 
interviews to fill the vacant Boom Truck Operator position. 
 
We recommend hiring       to fill this position at the hourly 
rate of $19.05, pending successful completion of all preliminary testing. 
 
We will be available to answer any questions that you may have. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
/S/ Patricia Mitchell 
 
Patricia Mitchell 
Human Resources Director 
 
Cc: Casey Bush 
 Public Works Director 
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April 2, 2026 
 
 
 
Mayor Stephen Jones and 
  Members of the City Council 
City of Columbus, MS 
 
 
RE:    Request to fill Street Sweeper/Operator position 
 
Dear Mayor and Council Members: 
 
The Public Works Director and I have interviewed applicants to fill the vacant position of 
Street Sweeper/Operator in the Public Works Department.  We recommend that you approve 
the hire of       to fill this position, pending the result of all 
preliminary testing. This applicant has a Class A Driver’s License needed to operate the 
Street Sweeper. His hourly rate of pay will be $17.51. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/  Patricia Mitchell 
 
Patricia Mitchell 
Human Resources Director 
 
 
 
/S/  Casey Bush 
 
Casey Bush 
Public Works Director 
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MAYOR
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April 2, 2026 
 
 
 
Mayor Stephen Jones and 
Members of the City Council 
City of Columbus, MS 
 
RE:    HIRING OF FORENSIC LAB TECHNICIAN 
 
 
Dear Mayor and Council: 
 
The Chief Operating Officer, Forensics Director and staff members and I have completed the 
selection and interview process for the vacant position of Forensic Lab Director. This position 
has been vacant since October 2025. We request that you approve the recommendation to 
hire       to fill this position at an hourly rate of $16.2225 pending 
successful completion of all preliminary testing. 
 
This hire is budgeted and is crucial in maintaining the workload that is submitted for testing 
and analyzation. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
/s/ Patricia Mitchell 
 
Patricia Mitchell 
Human Resources Director 
 
CC: Jammie Garrett, COO 
 Claudette Gilman, Forensics Director 
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April 2, 2026 
 
 
 
Mayor Stephen Jones and 
Members of the City Council 
City of Columbus, MS 
 
RE:    HIRING OF LATENT FINGERPRINT EXAMINER 
 
 
Dear Mayor and Council: 
 
The Chief Operating Officer, Forensics Director and staff members and I have completed the 
selection and interview process for the vacant position of Latent Fingerprint Examiner. This 
position was approved in the FY2024 – 2025 budget but has been difficult to fill. While 
interviewing a pool of applicants for the Forensic Lab Technician position, we interviewed an 
applicant that possessed qualifications for this position, and she is very interested in pursuing 
a career in this field. We request that you approve the recommendation to hire   
   to fill this position at an hourly rate of $20.80 pending successful completion of 
all preliminary testing. 
 
The Forensic Department has not been fully staffed since February 2023. If this request is 
approve, the department will be adequately staffed to maintain its current workload.  
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
/s/ Patricia Mitchell 
 
Patricia Mitchell 
Human Resources Director 
 
CC: Jammie Garrett, COO 
 Claudette Gilman, Forensics Director 
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April 6, 2026 
 
 
 
Mayor Stephen Jones and 
  Members of the City Council 
City of Columbus, MS 
 
RE:   REQUEST TO FILL MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN POSITION 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council: 
 
The Recreation Director, the Supervisor and I have conducted interviews to fill the 
vacant Maintenance Technician position. 
 
We recommend hiring      to fill this position at the hourly rate of 
$15.00, pending successful completion of all preliminary testing. 
 
We will be available to answer any questions that you may have. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
/S/ Patricia Mitchell 
 
Patricia Mitchell 
Human Resources Director 
 
Cc: Greg Lewis 
 Recreation Dept. Director 
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April 6, 2026 
 
 
 
Mayor Stephen Jones and 
  Members of the City Council 
City of Columbus, MS 
 
RE:   Request to fill Seasonal Maintenance Technician position 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council: 
 
The Recreation Director, the Supervisor and I have conducted interviews to fill the 
budgeted Seasonal Maintenance Technician position that will last until September 30, 
2026. 
 
We recommend the hire of      to fill this position at the hourly 
rate of $15.00, pending successful completion of all preliminary testing. 
 
We will be available to answer any questions that you may have. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
/S/ Patricia Mitchell 
 
Patricia Mitchell 
Human Resources Director 
 
Cc: Greg Lewis 
 Recreation Dept. Director 
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April 6, 2026 
 
 
 
Mayor Stephen Jones and 
  Members of the City Council 
City of Columbus, MS 
 
RE:   REQUEST TO FILL SITE SUPERVISOR POSITION 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council: 
 
The Recreation Director, Director of Programs and I have conducted interviews to fill the 
Site Supervisor position for Sandfield Community Center and East Columbus Gym that 
was vacated due to the resignation of Ms. Estella Murray. 
 
We recommend the hire of     to fill this position at the hourly 
rate of $15.00, pending successful completion of all preliminary testing. 
 
We will be available to answer any questions that you may have. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
/S/ Patricia Mitchell 
 
Patricia Mitchell 
Human Resources Director 
 
Cc: Greg Lewis 
 Recreation Dept. Director 











































 



 













NOTICE OF SALE OF SURPLUS MUNICIPAL PROPERTY 
PURSUANT TO MISSISSIPPI CODE §21-17-1(2)(a) 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Mayor and City Council of the City of Columbus, 
Mississippi, have declared certain real property owned by the municipality to be surplus property 
not needed for municipal purposes, pursuant to resolution duly adopted and entered upon the 
official minutes of the governing authority. 
 
The City of Columbus will receive sealed bids for the purchase by the highest bidder of the 
following described real property: 
 
Property A: 
Property Description: Williams Add’n, Square 5, Lot 13, Section 15, Township 18S, Range 
18W, PPIN #16365 2306 5th Ave S Columbus, MS,  
Parcel Number: 61W120018900 
Location: 2306 5th Ave. S. 
 
Property B: 
Property Description: 5th Ave. Lot 14, Block 5, Section 15, Township 18S, Range 18W 
Parcel Number: 61W120018800 
Location: Adjacent to Property A  
 
Sealed bids for the purchase of the above-described property will be received by the Municipal 
Clerk of the City of Columbus, Mississippi at 523 Main Street, Columbus, MS by personal 
delivery to the said clerk at the said address or by mail to the attention to the municipal clerk at 
P.O. Box 1408, Columbus, MS 39703-1408 until 2:00 o’clock p.m. on April 6, 2026, at which 
time bids will be publicly opened and read aloud. 
 
The property will be sold to the highest and best bidder for cash payable to,the City of 
Columbus. The governing authorities reserve the right to reject any and all bids and shall reject 
bids that are not at or above the minimum bid. 
 
The Minimum Bid for Property A is $1,000.00 
The Minimum Bid for Property B is $1,000.00 
 
Additional information regarding the property may be obtained from the Office of the City 
Clerk, James “Jim” Brigham, during normal business hours. 
 
The City’s deeds of conveyance shall have a provision requiring the purchaser of each lot to 
construct a single family dwelling with the beginning of construction to be commenced within 
six (6) months after closing and shall finally complete construction within eighteen (18) months.  
However, if a single purchaser acquires both lots said purchaser shall commence construction of 
the second lot within twelve (12) months and shall finally complete construction within twenty-
four (24) months after closing. If the purchaser fails or refuses to timely undertake and complete 
construction, the title to both parcels shall revert to the City of Columbus. 
 



The City’s deeds of conveyance shall reserve any and all mineral rights as well as the rights of 
ingress and egress to remove same. 
 
All bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked: 
“SEALED BID – SURPLUS PROPERTY SALE”.  Bid that are not so marked will not be 
considered. Legal Ad should run on March 19, March 26 and April 2nd. 
 
This notice is published pursuant to the provisions of Mississippi Code Annotated §21-17-
1(2)(a). 
DATED this the ___ day of _______, 2026. 
 
____________________________________ 
James “Jim” Brigham 
City Clerk  
City of Columbus, MS 
 



CITY OF COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 

A RESOLUTION DECLARING CERTAIN MUNICIPAL PROPERTY AS SURPLUS AND 
AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF SAID PROPERTY 

PURSUANT TO MISSISSIPPI CODE §21-17-1(2)(a) 

Upon motion of Council Member __________________, seconded by Council Member 
__________________, the following resolution was offered for adoption: 

WHEREAS, the City of Columbus, Mississippi, owns certain real property located within the 
municipal limits of the City; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council have determined that the following described 
property is not needed for municipal purposes and should be declared surplus; and 

WHEREAS, Mississippi Code Annotated §21-17-1(2)(a) authorizes municipalities to sell 
surplus real property after declaring the property surplus by resolution and publishing 
notice of the proposed sale. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of 
Columbus, Mississippi, as follows: 

SECTION 1 – DECLARATION OF SURPLUS PROPERTY 

The following real property owned by the City of Columbus is hereby declared to be surplus 
property not needed for municipal purposes: 
 
Property A 
Williams Add’n, Square 5, Lot 13, Section 15, Township 18S, Range 18W 
PPIN #16365 
2306 5th Ave S., Columbus, MS 
Parcel Number: 61W120018900 
 
Property B 
5th Ave. Lot 14, Block 5, Section 15, Township 18S, Range 18W 
PPIN 16364 
Parcel Number: 61W120018800 
Location: Adjacent to Property A 

SECTION 2 – AUTHORIZATION OF SALE 

The Mayor and City Council authorize the sale of the above-described property to the 
highest and best bidder for cash in accordance with Mississippi Code §21-17-1(2)(a). 

SECTION 3 – ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

The City Clerk is authorized and directed to publish a Notice of Sale of Surplus Municipal 
Property in the form of the Notice attached to this Resolution in a newspaper having 



general circulation within the City of Columbus as required Section 21-17-1(2)(a) with said 
publications being published on March 19, March 26 and April 2, 2026. 

SECTION 4 – RECEIPT OF BIDS 

Sealed bids shall be received by the City Clerk of the City of Columbus until 2:00 p.m. on 
April 6, 2026, at which time the bids will be publicly opened and read aloud. 

SECTION 5 – MINIMUM BID 

The minimum acceptable bid for each property shall be $1,000.00. Any bid below the 
minimum shall be rejected. 

SECTION 6 – REVERSION OF TITLE UNLESS DEVELOPED 

The City’s deeds of conveyance shall have a provision requiring the purchaser of each lot to 
construct a single family dwelling with the beginning of construction to be commenced 
within six (6) months after closing and shall finally complete construction within eighteen 
(18) months.  However, if a single purchaser acquires both lots said purchaser shall 
commence construction of the second lot within twelve (12) months and shall finally 
complete construction within twenty-four (24) months after closing. If the purchaser fails 
or refuses to timely undertake and complete construction, the title to both parcels shall 
revert to the City of Columbus. 

SECTION 7 – RIGHT TO REJECT 

The Mayor and City Council reserve the right to reject any and all bids and to accept the bid 
deemed to be in the best interest of the City. 

SECTION 8 – EXECUTION OF DOCUMENTS 

The Mayor and City Clerk are authorized to execute any deed or other document necessary 
to convey the property to the successful bidder.  

SECTION 9 – RESERVATION OF MINERAL RIGHTS 

The City’s deeds of conveyance shall reserve any and all mineral rights as well as the rights 
of ingress and egress to remove same. 

SO RESOLVED AND ADOPTED this the ______ day of __________________, 2026. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

Council Member Vote (Yea/Nay) 
Stewart  
Smith  
Greene  
Harris  
Jefferson  



Spears  
 

 

 

____________________________________ 
Mayor 
City of Columbus, Mississippi 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
James “Jim” Brigham, City Clerk 
City of Columbus, Mississippi 
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