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I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
    
II. PRESENTATION 
    
S. Jones A. Presentation of Proclamation - March as National Athletic Training Month 

III. TOPICS 
    
K. Stafford A. Discuss/Approve awarding Bluecutt @ Leigh signal stripe improvements to JC Cheek for 

$7,767.40. 
J. Garrett B. Discuss/Approve acceptance of Fire Chief position in the amount of $92,700 pending 

preliminary testing.   
J. Garrett C. Discuss/Approve acceptance of HR Director position in the amount of $75,000 pending 

preliminary testing.   
J. Garrett D. Discuss/Approve 2025-2026 Appropriation — Columbus Arts Council $11,000.00 
J. Garrett E. Discuss/Approve Interlocal Agreement — Market Street Festival $15,000.00 
J. Turnage F. Discuss/Approve Resolution regarding the status and removal of trees within the Burns 

Bottom Urban Renewal District. 
G. Lewis G. Discuss hiring one (1) full-time temporary worker, one (1) seasonal worker for grass cutting at 

the Columbus Recreation Department, one (1) Site Supervisor for Sandfield Community 
Center, and six (6) summer workers to supervise children at the community centers during the 
summer for the Columbus Recreation Department.  

H. Discuss donation from Columbus Marble Works for the Riverwalk Arboretum Project in the 
amount of $500.00 to be accepted by the Mayor and Council. 

S. Wilder I. Discuss accepting a donation in the amount of $5,000.00 from Glenn Machine Works for the 
Lt. Col. Alva Temple Museum Project and consider matching his gift with $2,500.00. 

J. Daughtry J. Discuss request for four (4) CPD personnel to attend "2026 NAMI MS Annual Conference on 
Mental Health and CIT" to be held in Hattiesburg, MS and approve payment for registration, 
lodging, travel and meal expenses in the estimated amount of $2,376.00. 

J. Daughtry K. Discuss request for one (1) CPD personnel to attend the "95th Mississippi Municipal League 
Annual Conference" to be held in Biloxi, MS and approve payment for registration, lodging, 
travel and meal expenses in the estimated amount of $1,206.00. 

J. Daughtry L. Discuss request for one (1) CPD personnel to attend the "NOBLE 50th Annual Training 
Conference" to be held in Dallas, TX and approve payment for registration, travel, lodging, 
parking and meal expenses in the estimated amount of $2,810 and provide funds for parking 
fees prior to travel. 

J. Daughtry M. Discuss permit request submitted by Jerry Fortenberry, on behalf of Tennessee Williams 
Tribute, to host "Stella Yell" to be held on April 11, 2026, from 11:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
blocking College Street at 4th Street South and 5th Street South. 

J. Daughtry N. Discuss permit request submitted by Joyce Dumas, on behalf of the Family Advocacy Program, 
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to host "Child Abuse Awareness Parade with Stokes Beard Elementary School" to be held on 
April 24, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. until 9:00 a.m. starting at Stokes Beard Elementary School, 311 
South MLK, Jr. Drive to 5th Avenue North, left on 24th Street North and left back to 311 MLK, 
Jr. Drive. 

G. Irby O. Discuss request to pay Wheeler Roofing for roof repairs to 410 16th Street South in the amount 
of $7,199.00 and to 1022 15th Street South in the amount of $6,430.00 

P. Mitchell P. Discuss approval to purchase fourteen (14) parcels of tax-forfeited properties and remit 
payment to the State of Mississippi prior to April 8, 2026. 

P. Mitchell Q. Discuss request to Award Bid for Legal Publications to be made April 7, 2026. 
P. Mitchell R. Discuss request to fill vacant positions in the Public Works Department, to include: Truck 

Driver, Equipment Operator and Street Sweeper Operator. 
IV. ADJOURN 
    
V. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
     

A. Personnel Matter (1) 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
              March as National Athletic Training Month 
    WHEREAS, the National Athletic Trainers Association was founded in 1958, & the Mississippi Athletic          
    Trainers Association, founded in 1982, are both organizations committed to the education of its                   
    members & the enhancement of the profession of athletic training, creating better health care for the    
    population it serves; and 
    WHEREAS, athletic trainers from professional, collegiate, & high school teams; industries; physician       
    offices; rehabilitation clinics; & every branch of the United State military work together to promote                                  
    & practice the profession of athletic training within Columbus, Miss; and   
    WHEREAS, athletic trainers have a long history of providing quality health care for athletes & persons   
    engaged in regular physical activity; and 
    WHEREAS, athletic trainers are highly skilled health care professionals who specialize in immediate,                     
    acute & emergency care; examination, assessment and diagnosis; injury prevention; risk management;   
    therapeutic intervention; & rehabilitation of injury and illness; and   
    WHEREAS, the National Athletic Trainers’ Association represents & supports more than 45,000              
    members of the athletic training profession, including more than 400 athletic trainers in the State; and 
    WHEREAS, athletic training &  health care organizations have united in a common commitment to                         
    raise public awareness of the importance of the profession of athletic training & the role of athletic                    
    trainers in the provision of quality health care services; and   
    WHEREAS, it is the desire of Columbus to promote improved health care for athletes & all those      
    who engage in physical activity; 
    NOW, THEREFORE, I, Stephen Jones, Mayor of Columbus, MS, do hereby proclaim the month of March                     
    as National Athletic Training Month, & call upon residents to join me in recognizing athletic trainers for                 
    their honorable work in keeping the community healthy. 
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2025-2026 Appropriation 

 

 

AMOUNT: $11,000 

 

 

Please remit to: 

 

 

Columbus Arts Council 
Attention: Quan Walker, Director 

501 Main Street 
Columbus, MS 39703 

 











RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

A RESOLUTION REGARDING THE STATUS AND REMOVAL OF TREES WITHIN 
THE BURNS BOTTOM URBAN RENEWAL DISTRICT 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council in their capacity as successors in 

interest to the  Council Member Franklin Academy (the “Governing Authority”) has a 
Trust obligation with regard to the 16th Section land located within the Burns 
Bottom Urban Renewal District (the “District”), and 
 

WHEREAS, questions have arisen concerning whether trees located on such 
parcels constitute “forest land” as defined in Section 29-3-33 of the Mississippi Code 
of 1972, as amended; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Governing Authority has considered the character, density, 
and condition of the trees located within the District and finds that such trees do not 
meet the statutory definition of “forest land” under Section 29-3-33 of the 
Mississippi Code; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Governing Authority further finds that the trees located on 
said parcels have no meaningful or marketable timber value; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Governing Authority has determined that the redevelopment 
and improvement of the parcels within the District would require the removal of 
such trees in order to facilitate proper site preparation, infrastructure development, 
and beneficial reuse of the properties; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Governing Authority finds that the economic and community 
value to be derived from the removal of the trees and the subsequent 
redevelopment of the District substantially outweighs any value associated with 
preservation of the trees in their current condition; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Governing Authority further finds that the removal of said 
trees under these circumstances would not constitute “waste” as that term is 
understood under applicable Mississippi law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Columbus Redevelopment Authority (the “CRA”) is charged 
with carrying out redevelopment efforts within the District and requires 
authorization to proceed with site preparation activities; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 

1. Determination of Forest Land Status 
The Governing Authority hereby finds and determines that the trees located 

within the Burns Bottom Urban Renewal District, including those on parcels subject 



to unredeemed tax sales, do not meet the definition of “forest land” as set forth in 
Section 29-3-33 of the Mississippi Code; and 
 

2. Determination of Market Value   
The Governing Authority further finds that said trees have no significant or 

marketable value as timber. 
 

3. Necessity of Removal   
The Governing Authority determines that removal of the trees is necessary 

and appropriate to enable the improvement, redevelopment, and productive use of 
the parcels within the District. 
 

4. Balancing of Value   
The Governing Authority finds that the value to the District and the public 

resulting from the removal of the trees and redevelopment of the site far outweighs 
any value associated with preserving the trees. 
 

5. No Waste   
The Governing Authority hereby determines that the removal of the trees 

under these conditions does not constitute waste under applicable law. 
 

6. Authorization to Redevelopment Authority   
The Columbus Redevelopment Authority is hereby authorized and granted 

permission to remove the trees located within the Burns Bottom Urban Renewal 
District, in furtherance of the Authority’s redevelopment efforts. 
 

7. Effective Date   
This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

 
  Council Member  ________________ moved for adoption and approval of the 
above and foregoing Resolution and that same be spread upon the minutes of the 
Governing Authority along with Exhibit 1, letter from Registered Forester, Marty 
Wallace of Forestry Plus, Inc and with Exhibit 2, letter from Kevin Stafford, P.E. 
regarding tree impacts and with Exhibit 3 aerial photo of the overall site within 
which the referenced parcels are located.  Council Member  ___________________ 
seconded the motion and after a thorough deliberation of the merits of the above 
and foregoing Resolution, the Mayor called for a vote on the Motion and the 
Secretary recorded the votes as follows: 
 
 Council Member:  Vote:  Yes  Nay 
 
 Ethel Taylor Stewart    _________ ________ 
 
 Roderick Smith    _________ ________ 
 
 Rusty Greene     _________ ________ 



 
 Lavonne Latham Harris    ________  ________ 
 
 Gary Jefferson     ________  ________ 
 
 Jason Spears      ________  ________ 
 

ADOPTED by the Mayor and City Council as successors in interest to the 
Trustees of Franklin Academy on this the ____ day of __________, 2026. 
 
 
 
 

________________________________________________ 
Stephen T. Jones, Mayor 
 
   

 
__________________________________________________________   
James Brigham, Secretary/Treasurer – City Clerk   
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