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I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
    
II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
    
III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 
    
P. Mitchell A. Approve Minutes for Meeting of February 17, 2026 
P. Mitchell B. Approve Minutes for Meeting of February 25, 2026 

IV. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS. 
    
J. Brigham A. Approve Docket of Claims for March 3, 2026 

V. CONSENT AGENDA 
    
D. Hughes A. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “Mississippi Fire 

Investigators Association (MFIA) Spring Conference” to be held in Oxford, MS, and approve 
payment of registration, hotel, travel, books, meal expenses, and any other expenses in the 
amount of $902.00. 

D. Hughes B. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “Fire Department Instructors 
Conference” to be held in Indianapolis, IN, and approve payment of registration, hotel, travel, 
books, meal expenses, and any other expenses in the amount of $0.00. 

D. Hughes C. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “Rope Rescue Awareness and 
Operations” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of registration, hotel, travel, 
books, meal expenses, and any other expenses in the amount of $485.00. 

D. Hughes D. Approve request to accept a donation of fitness equipment (Life Fitness Lower Body ARC 
Trainer). 

J. Daughtry E. Approve permit request submitted by Terri Doumit, on behalf of Operation Colony Cats, to 
host "Zachary's Pawty" to be held on March 15, 2026, from 1:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. at 
Zachary's Restaurant with streets being blocked from 8:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. blocking Fifth 
Street North at Second Avenue North and Third Avenue North and Second Avenue North to 
the driveway/alley opening at the Trotter Convention Center. 

J. Daughtry F. Approve request for one (1) CPD personnel to attend "Computer Voice Stress Analyzer" to be 
held in Biloxi, Mississippi and approve payment for registration, lodging, travel and meal 
expenses in the estimated amount of $1,617.00. 

J. Daughtry G. Approve permit request submitted by Will Cunningham, on behalf of The Southside Claw and 
Corn Society, to host "The Southside Clawdown in Possum Town" (crawfish boil) to be held on 
April 11, 2026, from 12:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. blocking the 600 block of Second Street 
South.  See attached map. 

N. Katona H. Approve the lowest and best bid of Johnson Carpet Center in the amount of $5,904.00 for the 
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replacement of the City Hall conference room carpet. 
N. Katona I. Approve Waggoner Engineering, Inc. Task Order to create Crime Lab Renovations Conceptual 

Pre-Design for an hourly rate not-to-exceed $8,000. 
VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
     

A. Comments from Mayor & Council 
D. Hughes B. Atmos Energy presentation of donation check to Columbus Fire and Rescue. 

S. Wilder C. Update on the Mississippi Humanities Council/America250 Grant - Alva Temple and 
Tuskegee Airmen Museum at CLCA 

J. Garrett D. Board Vacancies 
  

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
2 Vacancies, Mac Arthur Inge didn't seek reappointment in Oct. 2025, 3-Year Term. 
Qunicy Harris resigned Feb. 10, 2026, Remainder of Term Expires Dec. 1, 2027. 
Appointments are scheduled to be made March 17, 2026.    
Lakeysucha Bailey 
Pierre D. Beard, Sr.   
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS & APPEALS 
1 Vacancy, Chris Chain's 3-Year Term, Expires 03/03/2026. 
Appointment will be made March 3, 2026.   
Chris Chain   
CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU 
2 Vacancies Melodie Cunningham & David Armstrong, 
3-Year Terms, Both Expire 03/03/2026. 
Appointments will be made March 3, 2026.    
David Armstrong 
Melodie Cunningham   
TREE BOARD 
1 Vacancy, Carol Boggess, 3-Year Term Expired 02/07/2026. 
Appointment will be made March 3, 2026.   
Jerry Fortenberry 
Jason Palagi 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 
    
VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
    
D. Hughes A. Discuss/Approve the promotion of one (1) Columbus Fire and Rescue personnel from Captain 

to Battalion Chief, effective date March 9, 2026. 

D. Hughes B. Discuss/Approve the promotion of two (2) Columbus Fire and Rescue personnel from 
Engineer to Captain, effective date March 9, 2026. 

D. Hughes C. Discuss/Approve the promotion of three (3) Columbus Fire and Rescue personnel from 
Certified Firefighters to Engineer, effective date March 9, 2026. 

K. Stafford D. Discuss/Approve the installation of two speed humps on Lawrence Drive between Maple 
Street and Lee Street. 

G. Irby E. Discuss/Approve Request to purchase four (4) properties for the Columbus Blight Program. 
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R. Bonner F. Discuss/Approve the request for permission to advertise for sealed bids for the J. M. Trotter 
Convention Center audio/visual redesign. 

J. Brigham G. Discuss/Approve Preliminary Design Invoice for the Senator Terry Brown Amphitheater in 
the amount of $180,094.59. 

J. Brigham H. Discuss/Approve budget amendment for Bassmaster Elite Tournament in the amount of 
$25,000.00, Excavator Repair in the amount of $31, 496.03, Bulldozer Repair in the amount 
of $58,552.34 and the 2026 America 250 CAFB Open House Celebration in the amount of 
$15,000.00.  

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
     

A. Personnel Matter (1) 
 



MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
February 17, 2026 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, February 17, 2026 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Stephen Jones 
presided over the meeting, and all Council Members were present. Council Member 
Greene arrived late due to another obligation. Also present were the General Counsel, 
the COO. The CFO, the Police Chief, HR Director, and all other Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION. 
 
Mayor Jones called the meeting to order and called on Rev. Charlie Whitney, 
Pastor of Grace Baptist Church, Columbus, MS, to offer the Invocation.   
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA. 
 

Council Member Spears requested to move Consent Agenda Item “A” to the 
Policy Agenda as Item “H” for discussion. Mayor Jones moved the item to Policy 
Agenda item “H”. 
 
Council Member Harris made a motion to approve the Agenda as Amended. 
Council Member Stewart seconded the motion. Mayor Jones called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members present voted in favor of 
same, with a unanimous vote, 5/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 
 
A. Approve Minutes for the Meetings of February 3 and 11, 2026.  
 
Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meetings 
of February 3 and 11, 2026. Councilman Harris seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

IV. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Approve Docket of Claims for February 17, 2026. 
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Councilman Spears made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for February 
17, 2026 in the amount of $1,398,770.15. Council Member Harris seconded the 
motion.  
 

 All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried 5/0. 
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve Invitation of Bids for Legal Advertising.  
 

B. Approve Versaterm Contract for JusticeTrax LIMS-plus Portal. 
 
COLUMBUS FORENSIC LABORATORY, MS  
 
AMENDMENT #1 TO AGREEMENT NUMBER 2023-023  
 
THIS Amendment, entered into this 5TH day of February, 2026, by and between the Columbus Forensic 
Laboratory, MS (herein called the "Customer") and Versaterm Public Safety US, Inc. (herein called 
“Versaterm”). 
 
WHEREAS, the Customer and JusticeTrax, Inc. (“JusticeTrax”) have entered into that certain SaaS 
Agreement #2023-023 dated October 5, 2023 (the "Agreement"); and 
 
WHEREAS, on January 9th, 2024, JusticeTrax changed its name to Versaterm Public Safety US, Inc.; and 
 
WHEREAS, Versaterm and the Customer have agreed that a change to the above-mentioned Agreement 
is necessary to memorialize the name change and add Portal Cloud Hosted annual subscription and the 
associated professional services. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties hereto agree to amend said Agreement as follows: 
 

1. Name Change.  
 
The Parties acknowledge that effective January 9th, 2024, JusticeTrax, Inc. changed its name to 
Versaterm Public Safety US, Inc. All references to "JusticeTrax" in the Agreement shall be 
deemed to include "Versaterm Public Safety US, Inc." and its successors and assigns. 
 

2. Additional Products and Services.  
 

Moved to Policy Agenda
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The Agreement is hereby amended to add Portal Cloud Hosted Annual Subscription and 
associated professional services. The Service Schedule attached hereto as Exhibit G is hereby 
incorporated into and made a part of the Agreement and sets out the pricing, fees, and invoicing 
terms specific to this additional purchase. 

 
3. Statement of Work 

 
The Statement of Work, attached hereto as Exhibit H is hereby incorporated into and made a 
part of the Agreement and governs the Portal Cloud Hosted implementation. 
 

4. Notice Information 
 
The notice information for Versaterm provided in Section 21 of the Agreement is hereby 
updated as follows:  
 
Versaterm Public Safety US, Inc.  
1 North MacDonald, Suite 500 
Mesa, AZ, 85201  
 
Email: david.epstein@versaterm.com  
With a copy to: legal@versaterm.com  
 

5. Conflict  
  

In the event of any conflict between this Amendment (including any Exhibits) and the 
Agreement, this Amendment shall control with respect to the subject matter herein.  

  
6. Counterparts  

  
This Amendment may be executed in counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, 
and all of which together shall constitute one instrument.  

  
7. Authority   

  
Each Party has the authority to enter into this Amendment, and the signatories below are 
authorized to execute this Amendment on behalf of their respective organizations.  

 
All other terms and conditions of said Agreement are unaltered hereby, shall remain in full force and 
effect, and are hereby ratified and reaffirmed. 
 

mailto:david.epstein@versaterm.com
mailto:legal@versaterm.com
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FOR VERSATERM: 
 
 
Signed: _____________________ Title: ______________________ Date: ______________________ 
 
 
FOR THE CUSTOMER: 
 
 
Signed: _____________________ Title: ______________________ Date: ______________________ 

      

EXHIBIT G 
SERVICE SCHEDULE 

 
 
Columbus Forensic Laboratory (MS)  
1627 Main Street 
Columbus, MS, United States  
39701 
cgilman@columbusms.org  
 
(referred to hereafter as “Customer”) 

Invoices shall be sent to 

  

1627 Main Street 
Columbus, MS, United States  
39701 
 
Attention: Claudette Gilman 
Email: cgilman@columbusms.org  
 

Is a purchase order required? No 
 

Item Quantity Price per Unit Net Total 
Portal Cloud Hosted Annual Subscription 
(price per LIMS seat) 
 
(referred to hereafter as “Subscription 
Fees”) 

5 $617.93 $3,305.90 

Portal Install and Application 
Configuration 
 
(referred to hereafter as “Professional 
Services Fees”) 

1 $2,000.00 $2,000.00 

 

Total: $5,305.90 
The amounts indicated above are exclusive of sales taxes 

mailto:cgilman@columbusms.org
mailto:cgilman@columbusms.org
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DEFINITIONS 

"Provisioning" means the software has been made available and accessible by Versaterm to the 
Customer by providing the Customer with a login.  

“Ready for Use” or “RFU” means that the software licenses have been delivered to 
Customer and are technically capable of being activated and utilized within Customer's 
existing software environment without requiring further action by Versaterm. 

SUBSCRIPTION TERM AND RENEWALS 

The initial subscription term shall be 12 months commencing upon Provisioning.  

Subject to termination in accordance with Section 10 of the Agreement, automatic one (1) year 
subscription extensions shall continue thereafter, unless either Party provides advance notice of the 
intention to not renew at least ninety (90) days prior to the automatic renewal date. 

INVOICING 

Versaterm shall invoice the Customer for the above Subscription Fees for at the beginning of the 
initial subscription term and annually on each anniversary date upon subscription extension. 
 
The non-recurring Professional Services Fees shall be invoiced as follow: 50% upon Provisioning and 
the remaining 50% upon RFU or 6 months from Provisioning. 
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EXHIBIT H 
Statement of Work - Migration to Cloud 

Onboarding Terms & Conditions 

1. Documents 

The Onboarding Terms and Conditions shall also include the following sections, where 
applicable: 

i. Documents 
ii. Statement of Work 

iii. Project Implementation Schedule 
iv. Acceptance Testing 

2. Statement of Work 

Minimum Application Versions for Hosting (Versaterm Cloud) 

LIMS-plus, ChainLinx and Portal v3.8 3.8.47 or later 

LIMS-plus, Portal v5 5.3.38 or later 

CIMS 1.0.35 or later 

LIMS-plus DNA 1.1.22 or later 

On-Premises to Versaterm Cloud Move (Customer below minimum versions of any apps being 
moved) 

Upon receipt of signed agreement: 

Customer will determine if there are any existing integrations. If there are, then the process 
must include an evaluation of each integration to determine the feasibility of continued 
operation as is or if a rewrite of that integration is necessary. Versaterm is not responsible for 
any custom integrations not covered under a maintenance agreement with Versaterm.  

Customer will need to send the most recent database back up for each application to 
Versaterm. Delivery method for data transfer will be coordinated with the Versaterm Product 
Delivery Team. 
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For LIMS-plus 3.x customers they will need to send a copy of their “jtrax share” (customers are 
encouraged to use a tool such as 7-zip and compress the archive into multiple files for easier 
transfer.) 

Versaterm will create the cloud deployment to include the backups and files mentioned 
above. 

Versaterm may perform an in-place upgrade of the application(s) to the most current released 
version implementing any changes required to make the system operational. This could 
include enabling/disabling features. Customer is responsible for any additional configuration 
required by the upgrade. 

For LIMS-plus v3.7 and below customers, Versaterm will perform a “Health Check” on the 
database and identify data that could pose issues to the use of the applications to the 
customer. The Customer is responsible for determining if the data can be ignored, needs to be 
corrected, etc. within a 30-day period, otherwise it will be deemed to be acceptable to use as 
is. Versaterm will assist in the correcting of the data (running or creating scripts as an example) 
to facilitate usefulness. 

Versaterm will convert existing Crystal Reports from ODBC to ADO. At this time, Word 
reporting for LIMS-plus v3.x is not supported in Versaterm Cloud. The customer is responsible 
for validating the function of the reports after the conversion. 

Creating and editing of custom Crystal reports in a hosted environment will require the 
installation and use of the Azure VPN Client. 

Versaterm will provide the customer with the URL to access the application(s.) 

The customer will access the application(s) and log in. 

The customer is responsible for reviewing application release notes to determine functionality 
introduced with versions of the application later than the one from which they have upgraded. 

The customer is responsible for training their users on any new functionality should they 
choose not to engage professional services. 

3. Project Implementation Schedule 

Upon receipt of the database backup(s) and file share archive (where applicable): 

Within 60 business days Versaterm will provide the URL and login credentials for the customer 
to log in and begin the system verification process. 

If a database upgrade is required, within 60 business days Versaterm will provide a restored 
database to begin the data verification process. 
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The customer shall have 60 business days post initial log in to complete the verification 
process and schedule a final move of the initial test system into production. At this point in 
time, the customer would have a solid understanding of the amount of time taken to perform 
a back-up and upload of their data to Versaterm. Versaterm would have a solid understanding 
of the amount of time required to restore that data and repeat the process to make it available 
to the customer. 

A final file repository refresh and database upgrade and restoration will need to be completed 
just prior to the system moving into production.  

4. Acceptance Testing 

The Customer will identify a team of users to take on the role of power users, subject matter 
experts, back up administrators (however named by the organization).  These people should 
have technical, specific, and practical knowledge of at least one Discipline in the Crime Lab 
as well as evidence handling and processing.  They will act as liaisons between the individual 
units and the overall implementation team.  They should participate in admin or power use/ 
SME training during the implementation and help to make configuration choices for their 
representative unit.  

These staff members will be responsible for the acceptance of the individual section workflows 
and configuration. They will perform validation testing of all configured screens, administrative 
data, reports and any integrations that are needed by the section.  Once they have signed off on 
their workflow, the application will be configured for use for that discipline.  Once all disciplines 
have been accepted, the application will be considered Configured for Use and that milestone 
will be achieved 
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C. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Kaelan Brownstein, to attend 
“Engine Company Operations” course to be held in Jackson, MS, and 
approve payment of registration, lodging, use of city vehicle for travel, 
reimbursement of meal expenses and any other expenses, total estimated 
cost of $485.00 

 
D. Approve permit request submitted by Nell Bateman, on behalf of Christian 

Community in Prayer Committee, to host the “Local Observance of the 
National Day of Prayer” to be held on May 7, 2026, from 12:00 noon until 1:00 
p.m., in front of the Lowndes County Courthouse, blocking 2nd avenue North 
in front of the Courthouse from 8:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

 
E. Approve request for Columbus Recreation Department personnel (no name 

listed) to attend the Mississippi Dizzy Dean State Meeting for 2026 on 
February 28, 2026 in Grenada, MS and approve payment of mileage and 
reimbursement for meal expenses, total estimated cost of $186.25. 

 
F. Approve payment of 2025 – 2026 Appropriation for the American Red Cross 

in the amount of $15,000.00. 
 
G. Approve payment of 2025 – 2026 Appropriation for the Columbus-Lowndes 

Chamber of Commerce in the amount of $25,000.00. 
 

H. Approve payment of 2025 – 2026 Appropriation for the Columbus 
Redevelopment Authority in the amount of $25,000.00. 

 
I. Approve payment of 2025 – 2026 Appropriation for the Golden Triangle Boys 

& Girls Club in the amount of $25,000.00. 
 
J. Approve payment of 2025 – 2026 Appropriation for the Salvation Army in the 

amount of $5,000.00.  
 

K. Approve Annual Juneteenth Festival Funding in the amount of $15,000.00 
pursuant to the Interlocal Agreement.  

 
L. Approve purchase of Brightly Facilities Management software in the prorated 

amount of $3,740.00 for the remaining of the fiscal year. 
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M. Approve the lowest and best bid for Magnolia Tree Services in the amount of 

$2,500.00 for the removal of five (5) trees in front of the Municipal Complex. 
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Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
amended. Council Member Jefferson seconded the motion. Mayor Jones called 
for discussion, and there being none, all Council Members present voted in favor 
of same. The motion carried with a unanimous vote, 5/0. 

 
 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 

A. Mayor Stephen Jones asked Council Members if they had any remarks or 
announcements.  
 
• Mayor Jones reminded the public of the March of the Mayors event and 

remarked that the City of Columbus has a friendly competition going on. 
The deadline to accept canned soup is Friday, February 27, 2026.   
 

• Mayor Jones congratulated the Columbus High School Boys Basketball 
Teams for winning the championship. They will have home court 
advantage and will play at CHS, February 21, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. The Girls 
Basketball team will be playing in Florida. 

 
• Council Member Harris announced the Recreation Department presents 

Citywide Community Bingo and Social Services Expo will be held at the 
Trotter Convention Center (Upper Level) Monday, March 30, 2026, 10:00 
a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and future dates are June 29, 2026, September 28, 
2026 and December 21, 2026, same location and same time.  

 
B. Swearing In of Certified CPD Officer 

 
Mayor Jones swore in newly hired certified CPD Officer, Sawyer Oakes, as 
the Officer recited the Oath of Office. Mr. Oakes’ spouse pinned on his 
insignia. 
 

C. Update from the Finance Committee 
 
The City’s Finance Committee, comprised of Council Member Spears, Vice-
Mayor Stewart, the Mayor, CFO, and COO met with Lowndes County Tax 
Collector, Greg Andrews and Peter Russell on Wednesday, February 12, 
2026 and discussed TIF (Tax Increment Financing) agreements and some of 
the Historic Tax Credit arrangements, some of which will be maturing in the 
coming years. The Committee also discussed the REDA (Regional 
Economic Development Act Agreement) as it related to Columbus Place and 
proposed expansions of some businesses in Columbus. Council Member 
Spears also disclosed the names of the Columbus Financial Advisory 
Committee, consisting of: 
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• Dr. William Rosenblatt, Former MSMS student and local doctor  
• Orlando Abrams, Business owner 
• Erin Bragg, MS Steel Processing  
• Sandy Lee, Former employee of General Tire 
• John Bean, Restaurant owner 
• Jeff Farnham, Well established in the Real Estate Business 
• Linda “LL” Gates, Realtor and connect to CAFB 
 
SECONDARY SUPPORT: 
• Meryl Fisackerly, Chief Operating Officer at the LINK 
• Barbara Bigelow, Main Street, Inc. 
• Frances Glenn, CVB 

 
STATUS OF FY23 AUDIT 
CFO Brigham reported that all requested documents have been submitted 
except some remaining documents for the Court. 
 
Council Member Greene arrived. 
 
Mayor Jones recognized the Mayor’s Youth Council, who were in 
attendance. 

 
D. Municipal Court – January 2026 Monthly Report 

 
The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for January 2026 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

E. Columbus Fire and Rescue Department – January 2026 Monthly Report 
 

The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for 
January 2026 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

F. Garage – January 2026 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Garage for January 2026 was presented. No 
action was taken.  
 

G. Facilities – January 2026 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Facilities Department for January 2026 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

H. Human Resources – January 2026 Monthly Report 
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The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Department for January 
2026 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

I. Public Works Department – January 2026 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for January 2026 
was presented. No action was taken. 

 
J. Columbus Police Department – January 2026 Monthly Report  

 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for January 2026 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

K. Building Inspection & Code Enforcement – January 2026  Monthly 
Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Building & Inspection & Code Enforcement 
Department for January 2026 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

L. Forensic Lab – January 2026 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Forensic Lab for January 2026 was presented. 
No action was taken. 
 

M. Planning and Community Development – January 2026 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Planning and Community Development 
Department for January 2026 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

N. Columbus Recreation Department – January 2026 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Recreation Department for January 
2026 was presented. No action was taken.  
 

O. I T Department – January 2026 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the I T Department for January 2026 was received. 
No action was taken. 
 

P. Finance – December 2025 Monthly Report 
 
Jim Brigham, CFO, distributed the Monthly Financial Report for January 
2026 that includes the General Fund cash balance of $6,986,319.02, which 
is a decrease of $652,718.33 compared to the same time the previous year. 
The balance in the Major Projects (ARPA) is $2,358,829.27, City-wide Park 
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Improvement project has a balance of $620,869.91; Modernization Use Tax 
has a balance of $4,652,817.36 and the Amphitheater balance is 
$1,000,000.00. The sales tax receipts totaled $1,067,459.00, which is a 
decrease of $13,796.00.  No action was taken. 

 
Q. Board Vacancies  

 
Jammie Garrett, COO, announced Board Vacancies. 
 

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
2 Vacancies, Mac Arthur Inge didn’t seek reappointment in October 2025, 
3-Year Ter. Quincy Harris resigned February 10, 2026, remainder of Term 
expires December 1, 2027. 
Appointments are scheduled for March 17, 2026. 

. 
CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU BOARD 
2 Vacancies, Melodie Cunningham & David Armstrong’s 3-Year Terms 
expire 3/03/2026  
Appointment will be made March 3, 2026. 
 
APPLICANTS 
David Armstrong 
Melodie Cunningham 

 
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS & APPEALS  
1 Vacancy, Chris Chain’s 3-Year Term Expires 3/03/2026. 

  Appointment will be made March 3, 2026. 
 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE REGIONAL WASTE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 
1 Vacancy since December 2024 when Kathy Goodwin’s Term expired. 
Appointment will be made February 17, 2026. 

 
  APPLICANTS: 
  Nicholas Milam 
  Sedrick Fenster 

Errolyn Gray 
 

Council Member Stewart made a motion to appoint Errolyn Gray to the 
Golden Triangle Regional Waste Management Authority Board. Council 
Member Harris seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 

A. Vanessa Walker – God Don’t Make No Junk Stage Play 
 
Mrs. Vanessa Walker came before the Mayor and Council and thanked them 
for their support in the past and announced that her next Stage Play, God 
Don’t Make No Junk, will be held at MUW Rent Auditorium on Saturday, 
February 28, 2026 at 3:00 p.m. Advance Tickets are $25.00 and $35.00 at the 
date of the event. Mrs. Walker introduced some of the cast members. Mayor 
Jones thanked Mrs. Walker for all the work she does for this community. 
 

B. Carl Lee – City Government 
 
Mr. Carl Lee came before the Mayor and Council and congratulated the 
elected officials on a successful campaign and encouraged them to perform 
the duties they were elected to perform. 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve BUILD Grant Resolution supporting the completion of the 
Downtown Columbus Main Street and 5th Street Improvements. 
 
Kevin Stafford, Engineer with Neel-Schaffer, Inc. discussed the BUILD Grant 
Resolution, which supports Building Utilizing Investments to Leverage 
Development (BUILD) grant planning application to complete the Downtown 
Columbus Main Street and 5th Street Improvements. Council Member Smith 
made a motion to approve the BUILD Grant Resolution supporting the 
completion of the Downtown Columbus Main Street and 5th Street 
Improvements. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. After 
discussion of the pros and cons of the motion, Mayor Jones called for a vote 
of the City Council and recorded the votes as follows: 
 
  Council Member Ethel Stewart  voted: YES 
  Council Member Roderick Smith  voted: YES 
  Council Member Russel Greene  voted: YES 
  Council Member Lavonne Harris  voted: YES 
  Council Member Gregory Jefferson voted: YES 
  Council Member Jason Spears  voted: YES 

 
The motion having received the majority of the votes of the City Council did 
pass and therefore the Mayor announced that the Resolution was thereby 
adopted. 
 
RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
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B. Discuss/Approve Recommendations from the January 9, 2026 Planning 
Commission Public Meeting. 
 
Case Number 26-01 
 
Daknas Holdings LLC 
816 Lehmberg Road 
R-1 Single Family Residential 
 
Request to rezone to C-3 Highway Commercial for a flex space with 
commercial uses. 
 
With a unanimous vote of 6 to 0, the Planning Commission recommended 
approval of the request. 
 
Finding of Facts: 
The Commission based their decision on a change in the character of the 
neighborhood and a public need. 
 
Council Member Smith moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to allow 
the rezoning of a single Family Residential (R-1) to C-3 Highway Commercial 
for a flex space with commercial uses be approved based on a change in the 
character of the neighborhood and a public need at 816 Lehmberg Road. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion. Mayor Jones asked if there 
was anyone in the audience to speak in opposition of the motion.  Nobody in 
the audience came forward. There followed discussion, consideration, and 
review by the Council of the issues and facts presented by this request and 
the action taken by the City of Columbus Planning Commission.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
Case Number 26-02 
Aurora Australis LLC 
310 Emerald Drive 
R-1 Single Family Residential & C-3 Highway Commercial 
 
Request to replace an office trailer previously destroyed by fire. 
 
With a unanimous vote of 6 to 0, the Planning Commission recommended 
approval of the request. 
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Finding of Facts: 
The Commission based their decision on the trailer having been there before 
and it will not pose an eyesore due to where it will be situated on the 
property. 
 
Council Member Greene moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to allow 
the placement of an office trailer at 310 Emerald Drive to replace one that 
was previously destroyed by fire be approved. Council Member Smith 
seconded the motion. Mayor Jones asked if there was anyone in the 
audience who wished to speak in opposition. Nobody in the audience came 
forward. There followed discussion, consideration, and review by the Council 
of the issues and facts presented by this request and the action taken by the 
City of Columbus Planning Commission.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Case Number 26-03 
Fresh Properties LLC 
602 3rd Avenue South 
R-3 Multi-Family Residential 
 
Request to operate a short-term rental. 
 
With a unanimous vote of 6 to 0, the Planning Commission recommended 
approval of the request. 
 
Finding of Facts: 
 
The Commission based their decision on the property being zoned for multi-
family; there are multiple rentals already on the block, there were no 
objections from neighbors, and the site complies with the Short-Term Rental 
Ordinance. 
 

Council Member Stewart moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to allow 
the operation of a short-term rental at 602 3rd Avenue South be approved. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion. Mayor Jones asked if anyone 
in the audience was opposed to the request.  Nobody in the audience came 
forward.  Counsel Zack Bonner came forward and stated that he represented 
the applicant. There followed discussion, consideration, and review by the 
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Council of the issues and facts presented by this request and the action 
taken by the City of Columbus Planning Commission.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Case Number 26-04 
Chrome Properties LLC 
1111 12th Street North 
R-1 Single Family Residential 
 
Request to operate a short-term rental. 
 
With a unanimous vote of 6 to 0, the Planning Commission recommended 
denial of the request. 
 
Finding of Facts: 
 
The Commission based their decision on neighbor complaints. 
 

Council Member Jefferson moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to deny 
request to operate a short-term rental at 1111 12th Street North based on 
neighbor complaints. Council Member Harris seconded the motion.  Mayor 
Jones asked if anyone in the audience desired to speak in opposition to the 
request.  Ms. Emily McLardy came forward and expressed concerns about 
noise and parking. Zack Bonner, Esq. stated that he was there on behalf of 
the owner in this case as well and stated that all of the objections raised by 
Ms. McLarty had been resolved through amendments to house rules and 
that the owner was only going to rent the property to people who has a 
positive review history with Airbnb. There followed discussion, consideration, 
and review by the Council of the issues and facts presented by this request 
and the action taken by the City of Columbus Planning Commission.  

 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Council Member Stewart made a substitute motion to approve the request to 
allow the operation of a short-term rental. Council Member Smith seconded 
the motion. Mayor Jones called for the vote. 
 
Council Members Stewart and Smith voted in favor of the substitute motion. 
Council Members Greene, Harris, Jefferson and Spears opposed the 
substitute motion. 
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The substitute motion failed 2/4. 
 
ORIGINAL MOTION: 
Mayor Jones announced that the substitute motion had failed and then 
called for a vote on the original motion to deny the permitted use request.  
Council Members Greene, Harris, Jefferson and Spears voted in favor of the 
substitute motion. Council Members Stewart and Smith opposed the motion.  
 
The motion to deny the permitted use request carried on a vote of 4/2. 

 
C. Discuss/Approve Waggoner Engineering, Inc. Task Order to create 

Crime Lab Renovations Conceptual Pre-Design for an hourly rate not-to-
exceed $8,000.00. 
 
Council Member Smith made a motion to approve Waggoner Engineering, 
Inc. Task Order to create Crime Lab Renovations Conceptual Pre-Design for 
an hourly rate not-to-exceed $8,000.00.  Council Member Jefferson seconded 
the motion.  
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Council Member Greene made a motion to table this request until a 
comprehensive plan is prepared. Council Member Harris seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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D. Discuss/Approve lowest and best bid from Metro Building Services, in 
the amount of $56,762.00 for Municipal Building HVAC work to 
accommodate the roof rework. The new total project cost is 
$445,762.00.  
 

Councilman Smith made a motion to approve the lowest and best bid from 
Metro Building Services, in the amount of $56,762.00 for Municipal Building 
HVAC work to accommodate the roof rework. The new total project cost is 
$445,762.00. Council Member Spears seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
BIDS FOLLOW: 
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E. Discuss/Approve payment of $3,860.00 to Jones Elite Services to 
rewire and install new lighting on the fuel sign and replace a light 
fixture on the fueling facility and red obstruction light to be charged to 
001-082-635-000. 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to approve payment of $3,860.00 to 
Jones Elite Services to rewire and install new lighting on the fuel sign and 
replace a light fixture on the fueling facility and red obstruction light to be 
charged to 001-082-635-000. Council Member Harris seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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F. Discuss/Approve request from Captain Ryan Thompson to take an on-
line college course under the City’s Continuing Education 
Reimbursement Policy. 
 
Council Member Harris made a motion to approve the request from  Captain 
Ryan Thompson to take an on-line college course under the City’s 
Continuing Education Reimbursement Policy. Council Member Smith 
seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
G. Discuss/Award the request to promote a CPD Lieutenant to the rank of 

Captain, effective February 17, 2026.  
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the request to promote 
CPD Lieutenant, Christopher Smith, to the rank of Captain with the 
scheduled pay increase, effective February 17, 2026. Council Member 
Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. Chief Joseph Daughtry then called Lt. Smith forward 
and pinned on his Captain rank insignia. 
 

H. Approve Invitation for Bids for Legal Advertising 
 
Council Member Spears made a motion to leave the bid process for Legal 
Advertising as it currently is. Council Member Harris seconded the motion.  
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Council Member Stewart made a substitute motion to adhere to the General 
Counsel’s recommendations. Council Member Smith seconded the motion. 
 
Council Members Stewart, Smith, Greene and Jefferson voted in favor of the 
motion. Council Members Harris and Spears seconded the motion. 
 
The motion carried 4/2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
FEBRUARY 17, 2026 
 

 

 
 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
FEBRUARY 17, 2026 
 

 
 

 
 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
FEBRUARY 17, 2026 
 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Mayor Jones then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Harris moved to adjourn and 

Council Member Jefferson seconded the motion. The Mayor announced that the 

meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 
 
 

 Approved by:             
      Stephen Jones, Mayor                James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 

.  
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Contractor Total Bid Material Sq Yd Material Rate Material Total Job Cost (Less Material)
Johnson Carpet Center 5,904.00$  79 26.00$             2,054.00$         3,850.00$                            
AVS Flooring LLC 5,057.83$  96 15.49$             1,487.04$         3,570.79$                            

Difference in Job Cost (Johnson - AVS) 279.21$                               

Key Notes
- Johnson includes furniture moving as needed.
AVS does not include moving furniture, therefore Johnson Carpet's bid is the lowest bid.
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AVS Flooring LLC
PO Box 5934

Brandon, MS  39047-5934 USA

kevinj@avsflooring.com

 

Estimate
ADDRESS
Nathan Katona
Nathan Katona

SHIP TO
Nathan Katona
Nathan Katona

ESTIMATE 1180
DATE 02/16/2026

SALES REP
Kyler Johnson

 
 

 
 

DATE ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION QTY RATE AMOUNT SKU

Rule Breaker Carpet 
Tile Solid

Rule Breaker Carpet 
Tile Solid

96 15.49 1,487.04T

Enpress Adhesive 
Glue

Enpress Adhesive 
Glue 4 Gallon Bucket

1 210.00 210.00T

Carpet Installation Per 
Sq Yd

Carpet Installation 
per Sq Yd

85 24.00 2,040.00 CI

Carpet 
Removal/Disposal Per 
Sq Yd

Carpet 
Removal/Disposal 
Per Sq Yd

85 12.00 1,020.00 CR
D

AVS Flooring Delivery AVS Flooring 
Delivery

1 75.00 75.00T

Freight Freight DROP 
CHARGE

1 100.00 100.00T Frei
ght 
DR
OP 
CH
AR
GE

 SUBTOTAL 4,932.04

TAX 125.79

TOTAL $5,057.83

Accepted By

Accepted Date





  

Waggoner Engineering, Inc. 
Task Order Form 

 
 

Task Order No.  3  
 
 
 
 
 

Additional Pages Attached:  6 

Date of Task Order:   

TASK ORDER TO THE GENERAL SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
WAGGONER ENGINEERING, INC. AND THE CITY OF COLUMBUS 

 
 
This Task Order to the General Services Agreement between Waggoner Engineering, Inc. and The 
City of Columbus dated March  5, 2024, is a part of, and is subject to all the terms and conditions 
of the Agreement unless specifically provided otherwise herein.  
 
 
1. Project Name:  Crime Lab Renovations Conceptual Pre-Design 

 
2. Project Number:  

 
3. Project Manager for Client:  Nathan Katona 

 
4. Project Manager for Waggoner:  Josh Sansing, PE 

 
5. Method of Compensation:  Hourly Not-to-Exceed 
 
6. Task Order Estimated Cost:  $8,000 

 
7. Scope of Work (see additional pages attached):  Refer to Exhibit I 

 
8. Schedule of Performance (see additional pages attached):  Refer to Exhibit I 

 
9. Approved Subconsultants:  None 

 
10. Special Provisions:  None 
 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Task Order to be executed by their duly 
authorized representatives effective as of the date set forth above. 

 
      CITY OF COLUMBUS   WAGGONER ENGINEERING, INC. 

     
By:   By:  

   Stephen Jones   Zach Adams 
     

Title:   Mayor of Columbus  Title: Vice President  

 



  

 
 
 

 
Crime Lab Renovations Conceptual Pre-Design                                          The City of Columbus 

EXHIBIT I 
 

TASK ORDER #3 
 

SCOPE OF WORK 

1.  Preface 

This Scope of Work (SOW) outlines the professional services to be provided by Waggoner Engineering, Inc. 
(“Consultant”) to The City of Columbus (“Client”) for an initial conceptual pre-design effort in support of a 
proposed renovation and expansion of the City’s Crime Laboratory.  The purpose of this effort is to develop 
a conceptual representation of the proposed Crime Lab improvements that the City may use for funding 
request presentations to governmental entities. 

The services described herein are intended solely to illustrate preliminary space planning concepts and 
overall project intent.  This effort is not intended to constitute final design, construction documents, or a 
feasibility determination.  The work will be performed as a limited-scope engagement with the goal of 
supporting future funding and potential subsequent project phases. 

2.  Work Items 

2.1  Project Initiation and Information Review 

• Review available background information provided by the City related to the existing Crime 
Laboratory space, functional needs, and programmatic goals. 

• Conduct a limited kickoff meeting (virtual or in-person) with City representatives to confirm project 
objectives, assumptions, and desired presentation outcomes. 

2.2  Conceptual Space Planning 

• Develop a preliminary conceptual floor plan illustrating a proposed renovated and expanded Crime 
Laboratory layout. 

• Identify major functional areas, adjacencies, and general circulation consistent with the City’s 
stated goals. 

• Plans will be diagrammatic in nature and not to scale for construction. 

2.3  Conceptual Structural Input (as applicable) 

• Provide structural considerations or constraints to support the conceptual layout, as appropriate. 
• Structural input will be qualitative and intended to inform overall feasibility at a conceptual level 

only. 
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2.4  Conceptual Visualizations 

• Prepare limited conceptual visual aids, such as simple renderings, massing views, or illustrative 
graphics, to support the City’s funding presentation needs. 

3.  Deliverables 

The Consultant shall provide the following deliverables: 

• One (1) conceptual pre-design floor plan for the renovated Crime Laboratory. 
• Limited conceptual visual materials (renderings, diagrams, or illustrative images) suitable for 

inclusion in funding request presentations. 
• One (1) electronic PDF package compiling all conceptual materials. 

All deliverables are intended for planning and presentation purposes only. 

4.  Coordination 

• Coordinate directly with designated City representatives throughout the duration of the work. 
• Coordinate internally between architectural and structural engineering disciplines to ensure 

consistency of the conceptual approach. 
• No coordination with outside agencies, authorities having jurisdiction, or third-party consultants is 

included. 

5.  Schedule of Performance 

• The work is anticipated to be completed within a short-duration timeframe following receipt of a 
notice to proceed upon execution of the Task Order and necessary background information from 
the City. 

• A preliminary schedule will be confirmed at project initiation based on City input and review 
timelines. 

• The schedule assumes timely responses and consolidated feedback from the City. 

6.  Exclusions 

The following services are expressly excluded from this Task Order Scope of Work: 
 

• Detailed architectural or engineering design. 
• Construction documents, specifications, or cost estimates. 
• Code analysis, life safety analysis, or compliance documentation. 
• Structural analysis or design calculations. 
• Mechanical, electrical, plumbing, fire protection, or specialty system design. 
• Site surveys, field investigations, or verification of existing conditions. 
• Permitting, agency approvals, or meetings with funding authorities. 
• Support during construction or bidding. 
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7.  Assumptions 

• The City will provide all available background information necessary to support conceptual 
planning. 

• All work will be conceptual and for illustrative purposes only, suitable for funding request 
presentations. 

• The conceptual plans and graphics are not intended for construction, permitting, or regulatory 
approval. 

• Any future design, analysis, or implementation services will be performed under a separate 
agreement or task order. 

• The scope is limited exclusively to conceptual planning for the Crime Laboratory renovation and 
expansion. 

8.  Compensation 

• Compensation for the services described in this Task Order Scope of Work shall be based on the 
Consultant’s 2026 Billing Rate Table on an hourly Not-to-Exceed basis. 

• The Consultant’s 2026 billing rates are provided in Exhibit II. 
 



CATEGORY 2026 RATES

Administrative I 100.00$                  

Administrative II 125.00$                  

Administrative III 140.00$                  

Administrative IV 165.00$                  

Administrative V 230.00$                  

Architect 185.00$                  

Area Manager I 275.00$                  

Area Manager II 290.00$                  

Assistant Project Manager 185.00$                  

Project Manager I 240.00$                  

Project Manager II 260.00$                  

Project Manager III 265.00$                  

Program Manager 270.00$                  

Project Accountant I 120.00$                  

Project Accountant II 145.00$                  

Construction Engineer I 160.00$                  

Construction Engineer II 180.00$                  

Construction Manager 220.00$                  

Construction Rep I 130.00$                  

Construction Rep II 150.00$                  

Construction Rep III 165.00$                  

Technical Manager 220.00$                  

Discipline Manager I 230.00$                  

Discipline Manager II 270.00$                  

Designer I 175.00$                  

Designer II 185.00$                  

Engineer Intern I 120.00$                  

Engineer Intern II 130.00$                  

Engineer Intern III 150.00$                  

Engineer/Scientist/Consultant I 155.00$                  

Engineer/Scientist/Consultant II 165.00$                  

Engineer/Scientist/Consultant III 205.00$                  

Engineer/Scientist/Consultant IV 245.00$                  

Engineer/Scientist/Consultant V 265.00$                  

GIS Manager 205.00$                  

GIS Specialist/Analyst I 170.00$                  

GIS Specialist/Analyst II 190.00$                  

GIS Specialist/Analyst III 200.00$                  

Governmental Relations I 225.00$                  

Governmental Relations II 260.00$                  

IT Manager 180.00$                  

Network Administrator 120.00$                  

Planner I 165.00$                  

2026 BILLING RATES

WAGGONER ENGINEERING, INC.

EXHIBIT II



CATEGORY 2026 RATES

2026 BILLING RATES

WAGGONER ENGINEERING, INC.

Planner II 180.00$                  

Principal I 270.00$                  

Principal II 295.00$                  

Principal III 310.00$                  

System Architect 240.00$                  

Technical Architect 220.00$                  

Application Developer 180.00$                  

Technician I 95.00$                    

Technician II 115.00$                  

Technician III 145.00$                  

Technician IV 160.00$                  

Technician V 165.00$                  

Utility Operations Manager I 95.00$                    

Utility Operations Manager II 130.00$                  

Utility Operations Manager III 145.00$                  

Utility Operations Manager IV 180.00$                  

Survey Manager 180.00$                  

Survey Supervisor/Prof Land Surveyor 180.00$                  

Surveyor I 100.00$                  

Surveyor II 135.00$                  

Four Man Survey Crew 300.00$                  

Three Man Survey Crew 265.00$                  

Two Man Survey Crew 205.00$                  

One Man Robotic Total Station/GPS Crew 175.00$                  

CADD/GIS Equipment 55.00$                    per day

Four Wheeler 80.00$                    per day 

UAV 310.00$                  per day 

Labor

     Flight Time-Pilot 190.00$                  per hour

     Flight Time-Technician 165.00$                  per hour

     Processing & Feature Extraction 165.00$                  per hour

Data Processing Tokens 510.00$                  per day

Expenses (est.) 510.00$                  per day

Mileage - IRS Actual Rate

EXHIBIT II
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2026 BILLING RATES

WAGGONER ENGINEERING, INC.

REIMBURSABLE EXPENSES Actual Expense + 10%

Photocopies:

Standard Printer

Black & White Letter & Legal 0.30$                       per copy

11x17 0.40$                       per copy

12x18 0.45$                       per copy

Color 1.35$                       per copy

Plotters*

Black & White 11x17 4.30$                       per copy

12x18 4.85$                       per copy

18x24 11.00$                    per copy

24x36 20.00$                    per copy

Color 11x17 17.50$                    per copy

12x18 19.50$                    per copy

18x24 38.50$                    per copy

24x36 75.50$                    per copy

Per Diem:

When travel time exceeds one and one-half (1.5) hours per day each way, it shall be classified as an

out-of-town project and per diem will be charged at the current GSA per person, excluding areas that

have been recently impacted by a natural disaster.

Travel Time:

Time required to travel to and from a project site will be billed at the normal hourly rates.

The stated rates are effective from January 1, 2026, through December 31, 2026.

WEI reserves the right to adjust the hourly rates after December 31, 2026.

EXHIBIT II













Feb 19, 2026

Dan Duston
Columbus/Lowndes County Airport
368 Fabritek Drive
Columbus, MS  39701

RE: Grant Number MS250-25-052

Dear Dan,

It is my pleasure to inform you that the Mississippi250 Grant Committee has approved your
proposal for Alva Temple and the Tuskegee Airmen Museum at the Columbus/Lowndes County
Airport and a budget of $15,000.00. You must provide matching funds of at least $7,500.00 in
cash and $7,500.00 in cash or in kind, for a total match of at least $15,000.00.  This award is
supported with funds from the State of Mississippi.

The Mississippi Humanities Council and the America250 Mississippi Commission must be
specifically and fully credited in any printed materials and in all appropriate news releases and
accounts. All funded programs will be branded as official America250 Mississippi events.  You
must give verbal notice at all programs supported by the Mississippi Humanities Council and the
America250 Mississippi Commission and on printed materials for those programs.  Grantees will
be required to use the official America250 Mississippi logo and acknowledge MHC and
America250 Mississippi as funders of the program. The MHC and America250 Mississippi logos
are available for download at https://www.mshumanities.org/grants/america250-mississippi-grants/
and https://www.mshumanities.org/grants/grantee-support/.

You will find a Regranting Agreement included in this award packet.  Please return one copy,
signed by you and the authorizing official for your organization, to our office within 5 days to
indicate your acceptance of the award. No funds can be released until we have this form on file.
Your project may be subject to a Mississippi Humanities Council desk audit; therefore you are
advised to carefully file all supporting documentation (invoices and receipts) relating to project
expenditures per Section C 1. b. of the Regranting Agreement. In the event of a desk audit, you
will be required to submit copies of this documentation to the Council or its designated
representative.  Please read these materials carefully and call our office (601-432-6752) if you
have questions.
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After your organization finalizes event details, upload your grant-supported events to the
America250 Mississippi website at https://america250.ms/submit-event/. If you need to update or
revise any information for an event already posted, please email A250MS@mississippi.org and cc
rlott@mhc.state.ms.us so we can ensure our websites remain accurate and up to date. We also
invite you to email us promotional graphics or photos for a chance to be featured in our
promotional materials and social media posts.

You should send a copy of public announcements or publications to your Congressional
representatives and local members of the Legislature.  We encourage you to email your thanks to
our Congressional delegation, as they provide the funding for the Mississippi Humanities Council
which administers your grant. Congratulations on receiving an America250 Mississippi grant! We
look forward to seeing the results of your project.

Sincerely,

Carol Andersen
Assistant Director
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Other 1

$0.00Supplies

$1,000.00 $3,000.00$2,000.00Printing & Duplication

Postage & Telephone

$1,500.00 $7,000.00$5,500.00

$15,000.00 $35,000.00$20,000.00Total

$0.00Equipment Rental

Award

$0.00

TotalCost Share Cash Cost Share In-Kind

Salaries & Wages

$12,500.00 $25,000.00$12,500.00Honoraria

$0.00Travel

$0.00Facilities Rental

$0.00Advertising

$0.00Indirect Costs

Grant Budget (MHC-1)

Your awarded budget is detailed below.  You will need to refer to this budget when you fill out your grant’s final
report, so please store it somewhere easily retrievable.

Attn: James Brigham
City of Columbus, MS
523 Main St
Columbus, MS  39701-5733

james.brigham@columbusms.gov
(662) 329-5120

City of Columbus, MS
EIN: 64-6000273
UEI:
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MISSISSIPPI HUMANITIES COUNCIL
REGRANTING AGREEMENT

City of Columbus, MS (grantee) hereby signifies its acceptance of a project grant in the amount of $15,000.00 entitled
Alva Temple and the Tuskegee Airmen Museum at the Columbus/Lowndes County Airport Number MS250-25-052
from the Mississippi Humanities Council, (hereinafter called MHC).  The grantee agrees to provide at least $15,000.00
in matching funds, with at least $7,500.00 in cash and the remainder in kind, for a total project cost of $30,000.00. The
grant period will extend from 3/2/2026 to 12/31/2026.

I.  INTRODUCTION

The following provisions are applicable to and binding upon recipients of grants from the Mississippi Humanities
Council.  The grantee should understand that acceptance of a grant creates a legal duty on the part of the grantee to
use the funds in accordance with the terms of the grant and to comply with all provisions and conditions.

It is understood that whenever the MHC finds that the grantee is not complying with the terms and conditions of the
grant or has diverted grant funds for purposes other than those for which they were awarded or paid, it shall make no
further grants or payments on current grants until the grantee repays or arranges for repayment of the grant funds
which have been improperly diverted or expended.
 

The grantee agrees to administer the project in compliance with the following:

A.  Cost Principles

1.  Only those costs set forth in the project budget, as approved by the Mississippi Humanities Council and
attached to this agreement, will be charged to this grant.

2.  No funds from this grant will be used to pay indirect costs, commonly referred to as overhead.

3.  No funds from this grant will be used to pay costs of alcoholic beverages.

4.  Necessary travel expenses will be allowed at a rate not to exceed 70 cents per mile or the current state
mileage reimbursement rate for privately owned automobiles. Reasonable rental car expenses will be
reimbursed. Reasonable costs of meals shall be reimbursed if receipts are submitted.  Lodging shall be
reimbursed on the rate of a single room, and receipt is necessary for reimbursement.  Air travel within the
continental U.S. is allowed at economy rate.

B.  Cash Requests

Grant recipients will receive their grant award on an advance basis. Once MHC receives this signed grant
agreement, it will send 90% of awarded funds. The final 10% of all grants will be paid upon receipt of all required
final reports.

C.  Grant Accounting, Records and Reports
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1.  a. The grantee agrees to maintain records and accounts consistent with generally accepted accounting
principles, and to provide for such fiscal control as is necessary to assure proper disbursing of, and accounting
for, project funds.

b. The grantee certifies that accounts and supporting documentation (invoices and receipts) relating to project
expenditures will be adequate to permit an accurate and expeditious audit.  An audit may be made by the MHC,
or by its designated representative, or by the Department of Finance and Administration or any government
entity with authority to do so.

c. The grantee will maintain records and accounts for this project for a period of not less than three years after
the closing of the grant.

2.  The grantee agrees to maintain records to demonstrate that cost-sharing contributions are not less than the
amount indicated above, or any revision thereof which is approved by the MHC.  The grantee further agrees to
secure reasonable written proof of the value of these contributions to the project and to maintain such proof in a
form that will permit an accurate and expeditious audit.

3.  The Budget Form (MHC-1) accompanying this grant agreement is considered a part of the agreement.

4.  Within ninety days of the close of the grant period, a final report is to be submitted to the MHC.  The report
must include:

a.  The Final Expenditure Report, including Forms MHC-1 and MHC-2.

b.  The Project Director’s Final Report providing a detailed description of the project as it actually occurred.

c.  Two copies of all audio-visual or literary products resulting from the project.

D.  Limitations on the Use of Grant Funds

1.  Grant funds must be obligated during the grant period.  Obligations outstanding as of the official termination
date shall be spent within thirty days thereafter.

2.  Grant funds may be expended only for project purposes and activities as set forth in the proposal and budget
originally approved by the MHC, or as subsequently amended and approved in writing by the MHC. Regrantees
may transfer funds among direct cost categories, provided the scope or objectives of the project are not
changed. Written requests for amendments must be submitted and approved prior to significant revisions of the
following:

a.  Changes of project scope, purpose, activities, dates and times, or principal participants.

b.  Changes in the project director, fiscal agent or other professional personnel identified in the approved
proposal within 30 days of the change.

c.  Changes in the project budget which introduce or eliminate categories of expenditures.

d.  Changes in duration of the grant period.  Such changes must be requested at least fourteen days prior to the
termination of the grant period.

3.  Any funds received that remain uncommitted at the termination of the grant period must be returned with the
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final financial report by check payable to the Mississippi Humanities Council.

4.  All MHC funds, or properties acquired with MHC funds, which are determined after audit and hearing to have
been improperly applied, must be returned to the Mississippi Humanities Council.

E.  Programs supported by the MHC must be open to the public without charge.

F.  Project Income

1.  Revenue resulting from meals, materials, or sources other than the MHC must be applied to the cost of the
project and should be reported as "cost-sharing" on the budget form. Any net income earned through project-
related activities during the regrant period may be used to cover additional project costs. Income earned from
admission or license fees and copyrights after the regrant period may be disposed of by the regrantee in any way
it chooses.

2.  Regrantees are not required to maintain advances in interest-bearing accounts. If a regrantee chooses to
deposit these funds in an interest-bearing account, it may retain the first $250 in interest earned each fiscal year.
Interest earned in excess of this amount on funds advanced should be forwarded to MHC.

G.  Collection and Use of Information

1.  Two copies of any printed publication or media product funded by the grant must be furnished to the MHC.

2.  COPYRIGHT: The Mississippi Humanities Council reserves non-exclusive licenses to use and reproduce,
without payment, any publishable matter, including copyrighted matter, arising out of grant activities.  This
reservation includes any speech, talk, discussion, etc., that is any way a part of the programs covered by this
agreement, but does not restrict the originator of such matter from copyrighting, publishing, or otherwise using it,
provided that such use is consistent with all other provisions of this agreement.

H.  Acknowledgment of Support

1.  All publicity releases, informational brochures, printed programs, and public
reports pertaining to the approved grant must acknowledge support in the following form:  "This official
America250 project was made possible by a grant from the Mississippi Humanities Council, through support from
the State of Mississippi.”

2.  All films, audio and video recordings produced under a MHC grant must include
acknowledgment of the MHC support, using the following wording:  "This program is made possible in part by the
Mississippi Humanities Council through grants from the State of Mississippi."

3.  The grantee hereby agrees to publicize the project thoroughly in accordance with the plan set forth in the
proposal and utilizing the suggestions provided by the Mississippi Humanities Council.

II.  Nonprofit Status

The Mississippi Humanities Council is authorized to make grants to "groups" and defines a "group" as including “any
state or other public agency, and any nonprofit society, organization/institution, association, museum, or establishment,
whether or not incorporated."  By accepting this grant, the recipient warrants itself to be a "group" qualified under the
above definition.  It is the responsibility of the grantee to notify the Mississippi Humanities Council promptly of any
changes from this status.
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III.  Modifications

No person other than the Executive Director of the MHC is authorized to modify any of the terms of this agreement. The
MHC shall not be liable for any costs incurred by the grantee which are not in conformance with the terms of this
agreement.

IV.  Conditions of the Grant

In making this grant the Mississippi Humanities Council does not assume any liability or responsibility for the actions of
the grantee in carrying out the purposes of the grant.

V.  Noncompliance

Failure of the grantee to comply promptly with any and all provisions of this grant agreement shall be deemed sufficient
cause for it to be terminated.  Such termination shall be effective upon receipt by the grantee of written notice from the
MHC.

VI.  Nondiscrimination

MHC grant recipients must execute projects, productions, workshops, and programs in accordance with the following
laws, where applicable:

1.  Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title VI, Section 601)
Acceptance of this agreement signifies full compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to the end that
no person, on the grounds of race, color, or national origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied
the benefits of or otherwise be subjected to discrimination in any program or activity financially assisted by the
Mississippi Humanities Council.

2.  Education Amendment of 1972 (Section 901)
No person shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied of or be subjected to
discrimination under any education program or activity financially assisted by the Mississippi Humanities Council.

3.  Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504)
No otherwise qualified handicapped individual in the United States, as defined in the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
shall, solely by reason of his handicap, be excluded from the participation in, be denied the benefits of or be
subjected to discrimination under any program or activity financially assisted by the Mississippi Humanities
Council.

4.  Age Discrimination Act of 1975
No person shall on the basis of age be excluded from participation in, be denied benefits of, or be subject to
discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal financial assistance.

5.  The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990
The ADA prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability in employment, state and local government services,
places of public accommodation and commercial facilities.
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MISSISSIPPI HUMANITIES COUNCIL

________________________________________
Stuart Rockoff
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

2/19/2026
DATE

GRANTEE  [Grant Number MS250-25-052]
CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS

______________________________ ________________
PROJECT DIRECTOR DATE

______________________________ ________________
AUTHORIZING OFFICIAL DATE

______________________________
TELEPHONE NUMBER
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Application for Board, Committee, or other Appointments 

First Name Pierre 

Last Name Beard 

Street Address 1004 Waterworks Road 

Phone Number 6624187329 

Email Address PierreDBeard@gmail.com 

Are you a registered voter and a resident of the City of Columbus, MS?   Yes 

Board position you are applying for (Select One) City Planning Commission 

If Board you are applying for has employees, please read and sign the following: No 

If yes to above question, what relation?  

If the answer to the foregoing question was “Yes”, please understand that if you are selected for the board appointment, 

if the family member does not resign before you take office, you may violate the Ethics in Government laws (Mississippi 

Code Section 25-4-101 et seq.), Section 109 of the Mississippi Constitution or Mississippi’s anti-Nepotism Laws 

(Mississippi Code Section 25-1-53). If there is a violation of one or more of these laws, by accepting appointment, you 

could be personally liable to repay compensation paid to a family member from the time of your taking office going 

forward and may be fined or penalized. If the answer is yes, you are advised to seek legal advice on the consequences of 

acceptance of the Board appointment. Yes, I have read and understand the above and foregoing paragraph: 

Please tell us why you would like to serve on this board. I am seeking to serve on the Planning Commission 

because I believe thoughtful, strategic planning is essential to building a sustainable and prosperous future for our 

community. Our city and the greater Golden Triangle region are experiencing growth and attracting new industry. While 

that progress is encouraging, growth without long-term vision can create unintended challenges for the families and 

small businesses who already call this community home. I believe development must be balanced with infrastructure 

readiness, energy strategy, housing considerations, and cost stability for residents. I want to serve on the Planning 

Commission to help ensure that decisions are made transparently, strategically, and with the long-term interests of the 

community in mind. I am committed to responsible growth, accountability, and policies that position our city not only for 

expansion, but for sustainability and stability. Serving on this board would allow me to contribute constructively to 

shaping a future that works for both industry and the people. 

 

Respectfully, 

Pierre D. Beard Sr. 

Educational Background- Business Degree 

Professional Experience - Former Ward 4 Councilman 6 years 

  

















Application for Board, Committee, or other Appointments 

 

First Name Jason 

Last Name Palagi 

Street Address 128 Wynbrook Bend 

Phone Number (219)775-1468 

Email Address jpalagi@themsms.org 

Are you a registered voter and a resident of the City of Columbus, MS?   No 

Board position you are applying for (Select One) Tree Board 

If Board you are applying for has employees, please read and sign the following: No 

If yes to above question, what relation?  

If the answer to the foregoing question was “Yes”, please understand that if you are selected for the board appointment, 

if the family member does not resign before you take office, you may violate the Ethics in Government laws (Mississippi 

Code Section 25-4-101 et seq.), Section 109 of the Mississippi Constitution or Mississippi’s anti-Nepotism Laws 

(Mississippi Code Section 25-1-53). If there is a violation of one or more of these laws, by accepting appointment, you 

could be personally liable to repay compensation paid to a family member from the time of your taking office going 

forward and may be fined or penalized. If the answer is yes, you are advised to seek legal advice on the consequences of 

acceptance of the Board appointment. Yes, I have read and understand the above and foregoing paragraph: 

Please tell us why you would like to serve on this board. Trees and natural landscaping beautify and enrich our 

environment. Individually, trees can be works of art in and of themselves. They also provide shade during hot summer 

days as well as habitat for many of our feathered residents. 

Educational Background  I hold a BS in Biology from Indiana University Northwest as well as a PhD in Biology from 

the University of Illinois at Chicago 

Professional Experience I worked for a few years in habitat restoration in northwest Indiana and am currently a 

biology instructor at Mississippi School for Mathematics and Science. 



MAYOR 
   STEPHEN JONES 

CITY COUNCIL 
   ETHEL TAYLOR STEWART, WARD I 
   RODERICK D. SMITHI WARD 2 
   RUSSELL GREENE, WARD 3 
   LAVONNE LATHAM HARRIS, WARD 4 
   GREGORY JEFFERSON, WARD 5                                  
    JASON SPEARS, WARD 6 

 
CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER 

JAMMIE GARRETT 

 

 

February 17, 2026 

CITY OF COLUMBUS 
POST OFFICE BOX 1408 

COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 39703 

(662) 328-7021 Phone 

(662) 329-5173 Fax 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CFO/SECRETARY.TREASURER 
JAMES "JIM" BRIGHAM 

POLICE CHIEF 
JOSEPH M. DAUGHTRY, SR. 

FIRE CHIEF 
DUANE HUGHES 

HUMAN RESOURCES 

DIRECTOR 
PATRICIA S, MITCHELL 

INTERIM DIRECTOR OF 

PLANNING AND COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT  

        GEORGE IRBY 

 

 

 

Mayor Stephen Jones and 
Members of the City Council 
City of Columbus 

Columbus, MS 39703 

Dear Mayor and Council Members: 

I am presenting for your approval the promotion of one (1) Captain to Battalion Chief. I request that the 

position be compensated at the current rate of pay annually. I recommend that this promotion become 

effective March 9, 2026. 

Thank you for your continued support of Columbus Fire and Rescue. 

Sincerely, 

 
Duane Huges 
Fire Chief 
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MAYOR
    STEPHEN JONES

CITY COUNCIL
ETHEL TAYLOR STEWART, WARD 1
RODERICK D. SMITH, WARD 2
RUSSELL GREENE, WARD 3
LAVONNE LATHAM HARRIS, WARD 4
GREGORY JEFFERSON, WARD 5
JASON SPEARS, WARD 6

CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER
JAMMIE GARRETT

CFO/SECRETARY-TREASURER
     JAMES “JIM” BRIGHAM

POLICE CHIEF 
JOSEPH M. DAUGHTRY, SR.

FIRE CHIEF
DUANE HUGHES

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR
       PATRICIA S. MITCHELL

INTERIM DIRECTOR OF PLANNING 
AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
       GEORGE IRBY

February 17, 2026 
 
 
 
Mayor Stephen Jones and 
Members of the City Council 
City of Columbus 
Columbus, MS 39703 
 
Dear Mayor and Council Members: 
 
I am presenting for your approval the promotion of three (3) Certified Firefighters to Engineers.  I request 
that the position be compensated at the current rate of pay annually.  I recommend that this promotion 
become effective March 9, 2026. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of Columbus Fire and Rescue. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Duane Hughes 
Fire Chief 
 
 



ITEM FOR AGENDA INCLUSION 
 

IMPORTANT:  Please use this cover sheet for ALL items submitted for the agenda.  Items must be 
turned in no later than NOON on the Wednesday before the council meeting.  

 
 

 
Date of 

Council Meeting 
3/3/2026  

 
 

Agenda Section 
Policy Agenda 

 
Name K. Glenn 

 
 
 

Wording 
 

 

Discuss/Approve the installation of 2 speed humps on Lawrence Drive 
between Maple Street and Lee Street. 

 
Backup Attached Approval Package 

 
Submitted By K. Glenn 

 
Date Submitted 2/25/2026 
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P: 662.328.4547  |  F: 662.328.8552

2310 Martin Luther King Junior Drive

Columbus, MS 39705

www.neel-schaffer.com

February 25, 2026 

 

Mayor Stephen Jones and the Columbus City Council 

City of Columbus 

P.O. Box 1408 

Columbus, MS 39703 

 

 

RE: SPEED HUMP REQUEST/PETITION 

 LAWRENCE DRIVE  

 

 

Dear Mayor and City Council, 

 

The Traffic Calming Committee has received a qualifying petition (attached) for a traffic 

calming device along Lawrence Drive. We have reviewed this request, and we recommend the 

installation of two speed humps between Maple Street and Lee Street, as shown on the attached 

exhibit. The location of these speed humps will slow traffic down through the neighborhood and 

also likely reduce the volume of cut-through traffic in the long run.    

 

With your approval, we would be glad to coordinate exact field location. 

 

If you have any questions or need additional information on this request, please do not hesitate to 

contact my office. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

NEEL-SCHAFFER, INC. 

 
Kevin Stafford, P.E.  

Review Engineer 

 

 

CC: Jammie Garrett 

 Chief Duane Hughes 

 Chief Joseph M. Daughtry, Sr. 

 Casey Bush 
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Number Block Landowner Address Telephone Number Parcel(s) Signed Petition
1 Dennis Wilson 225 3
2 Sammie J. Jones & Teresa A Thomas 223 612-718-9661 4.01 2025
3 Jennifer N Sharp 221 662-241-1174 4 2025
4 Karlish R Petty 219 5
5 Dorothy M & Frank J Leonard 217 N/A 5.01 2025
6 Carranza Maribel & Juan C Valdez 215 N/A 6 2025
7 Susie & Arthur James Whitfield 213 662-242-6159 7 2025

8
Southern State Properties LLC 

(Brandon Dozier)
211 662-574-9016 8 2025

9 Ellen & Thomas W Jordan 209 662-328-5261 9 2025

10
Tip Development Group LLC (Major 

Andrews)
205 10

11 Carolyn Taylor(Bradley) 203 662-435-4187 11 2025
12 Angela Sanders 201 662-435-0382 12 2025
13 Jonella Smith 118 N/A 38 2025
14 Flora J. & Kenneth R. Jennings 120 662-889-2057 39 2025
15 Kennika L Coble 122 662-386-8414 40 2025
16 City of Columbus 161 Maple St 41

81.25%

Lawrence Drive Landowners

Maple 
Street to 

Lee Street

# of Landowners In Favor:
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SUPPORTING SPONSORS 
INVESTMENT: $5,000

CONTRIBUTING SPONSOR 
INVESTMENT: $2,500

On-Site Presence
•	 Opportunity to interact with attendees 

for informational purposes only (no 
direct sales permitted)

•	 Sampling, coupons, or other mutually 
approved marketing activities

•	 Assigned outdoor exhibit space

Digital & Event Visibility
•	 Logo placement on 

ColumbusAFBLiving.com

TAKE OFF SUPPORTER 
INVESTMENT: $1,000

WINGMAN SUPPORTER 
INVESTMENT: $500
Digital Recognition
•	 Sponsor name recognition on 

ColumbusAFBLiving.com

Recognition
•	 Company name featured on select 

event materials

On-Site Presence
•	 Opportunity to interact with attendees 

for informational purposes (no direct 
sales permitted)

•	 Sampling, coupons, or other mutually 
approved marketing activities

•	 Assigned high-traffic outdoor exhibit 
space 

Digital & Event Visibility
•	 Logo placement on 

ColumbusAFBLiving.com
•	 Advertisement displayed on digital 

screens in high-traffic CAFB facilities
•	 Social Media Recognition 

Recognition
•	 Company name featured on select 

event materials
•	 6 public address (PA) announcements 

during the Open House 

On-Site Presence
•	 Banner placement at the main entrance 

gate (banner provided by sponsor)
•	 Opportunity to interact with attendees 

for informational purposes (no direct 
sales permitted)

•	 Sampling, coupons, or other mutually 
approved marketing activities

•	 Assigned high-traffic outdoor exhibit 
space 

Digital & Event Visibility
•	 Logo placement on 

ColumbusAFBLiving.com
•	 Logo included on the event poster
•	 Logo displayed on the main gate 

banner
•	 Advertisement displayed on digital 

screens in high-traffic CAFB facilities
•	 Social Media Recognition 
•	 12 months quarter-page ad in WHAC! 

Magazine
•	 6 months banner hosting
•	 6 months webslider ad on 

ColumbusAFBLiving.com

AMERICA 250 CELEBRATION
COLUMBUS AIR FORCE BASE
2026 OPEN HOUSE | 4 JULY 2026
Join us for an historic Fourth of July celebration as Columbus Air Force 
Base commemorates America’s 250th anniversary. This milestone event will 
feature a live entertainment, patriotic military flyovers, a spectacular fireworks 
display, and family-friendly activities, bringing together the military and local 
community for an unforgettable Independence Day experience.  

Recognition
•	 Company name featured on all event 

materials
•	 10 public address (PA) announcements 

during the Open House 

On-Site Presence 
•	 Banner placement at the main entrance 

gate (banner provided by sponsor)
•	 Opportunity to interact with attendees 

for informational purposes (no direct 
sales permitted)

•	 Sampling, coupons, or other mutually 
approved marketing activities

•	 Assigned high-traffic outdoor exhibit 
space 

Digital & Event Visibility
•	 Logo placement on 

ColumbusAFBLiving.com
•	 Logo included on the event poster
•	 Logo displayed on the main gate 

banner
•	 12 months of Advertisement displayed 

on digital screens in high-traffic CAFB 
facilities

•	 Social Media Recognition 
•	 12 months full-page ad in WHAC! 

Magazine
•	 12 months banner hosting
•	 12 months webslider ad on 

ColumbusAFBLiving.com

PRESENTING SPONSORS 
INVESTMENT: $15,000

Recognition
•	 Company name featured on select 

event materials
•	 8 public address (PA) announcements 

during the Open House 

On-Site Presence
•	 Banner placement at the main entrance 

gate (banner provided by sponsor)
•	 Opportunity to interact with attendees 

for informational purposes (no direct 
sales permitted)

•	 Sampling, coupons, or other mutually 
approved marketing activities

•	 Assigned high-traffic outdoor exhibit 
space 

Digital & Event Visibility
•	 Logo placement on 

ColumbusAFBLiving.com
•	 Logo included on the event poster
•	 Logo displayed on the main gate 

banner
•	 12 months of Advertisement displayed 

on digital screens in high-traffic CAFB 
facilities

•	 Social Media Recognition 
•	 12 months half-page ad in WHAC! 

Magazine
•	 9 months banner hosting
•	 9 months webslider ad on 

ColumbusAFBLiving.com

PARTNERING SPONSORS 
INVESTMENT: $10,000
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COMMERCIAL SPONSORSHIP
B U I L D  Y O U R  B R A N D

SPONSORSHIP BENEFITSC O N N E C T  W I T H  C A F B

B E N E F I T S  I N C L U D E :

B R A N D  V I S I B I L I T Y

CO M M U N I TY  I NVO LVE M E N T 
T H AT ’ S  F U N !

As the proud home of the 14th Flying 
Training Wing under Air Education 
and Training Command, Columbus Air 
Force Base offers unique, limited-access 
opportunities for the public. Through 
sponsorship, your business can join us at our 
Force Support Squadron Morale, Welfare 
and Recreaction events, engaging face-to-
face with our base community and making 
memorable connections with Airmen, 
families, and our pilots.

Sponsorship benefits and pricing vary 
and can be negotiated to reach the 
optimal terms for the sponsor while 
maintaining the best interest of 14 FSS.

•	 Pre and post event publicity with 
sponsor logo recognition on event/
program print, web, social media, 
and digital materials created and 
distrubted by 14 FSS Marketing.

•	 Face-to-face interaction with a 
lucrative market at events with 
reserved table space

•	 Ability to offer giveaways/prizes 
(within guidelines) - a great 
opportunity for lead generation.

•	 Sponsor recognition at events with 
on-site signage and product displays 
or samples.

•	 Military families value brands that 
show genuine support, leading to 
increased customer loyalty and long-
term relationships.

•	 After-Action reports showing how 
your sponsorship enriches our 14 FSS 
programming and events.

Build your brand’s awareness with your 
name and logo on marketing materials 
for events and programming, which may 
include print, web, digital, and social media.

Sponsorship offers the ability to engage 
with CAFB in a meaningful way. Be part 
of the action, build lasting relationships, 
and showcase your brand at the heart 
of our base community. This is a unique 
opportunity to make a memorable impact 
as a sponsor!

OUR MISSION WAYS TO PARTNER, 
SUPPORT, AND 
PARTICIPATE

DEMOGRAPHICS

2965 Base Personnel

A V E R A G E  A G E :
Enlisted: 28 yrs | Officers: 35 yrs

A D V E R T I S I N G
Paid Advertising spots including 

digital and print media.

S P O N S O R S H I P
Paid or in-kind sponsorship enhancing 

14 FSS activities, events, or programs, 

in return for sponsorship benefits.

D O N A T I O N
Donations to the 14 FSS are gifts that 

do not include any sponsor benefits 

but enhance programs.

14 FSS PROGRAMS 
AND ACTIVITIES

The 14th Force Support Squadron provides 
exceptional support and essential services 
to enhance the readiness, resiliency, and 
quality of life for Airmen, their families, 
and the entire base community. The 14th 
Force Support Squadron is dedicated 
to strengthening mission success by 
delivering innovative programs and 
support, empowering Airmen and their 
families to thrive in service and beyond.

•	 Military & Family Readiness Center
•	 Child Development Center
•	 Youth Programs
•	 Information, Tickets, & Travel
•	 Strike Zone Bowling Center
•	 Outdoor Recreation
•	 Fitness Center
•	 BlazeFit Walking Trails
•	 SAC Lake Walking Trails
•	 Magnolia Inns Lodging
•	 Freedom Park
•	 Skeet & Trap Range
•	 Columbus Event Center
•	 Auto Hobby Shop
•	 Baseball Fields
•	 Tennis/Pickleball Courts
•	 Venture 360
•	 Blaze Commons Library

GET TO KNOW 14 FSS



BASE-WIDE EVENTS
$1,500/event 
14 FSS hosts four major events each year that attract over 7,000 DoD cardholders, airmen, families, retirees 
and their guests. These events provide the best opportunity to reach Columbus Air Force Base, allowing you 
and your team to particpate and interact one-on-one with our base community and be part of the action. 

$6,000 FOR ALL 4 EVENTS

SPRING FLING
28 MARCH 2026
Enjoy egg hunts and family 
fun with face painting, a 
balloonist, a Kiddie Train, a 
DJ, a Petting Zoo, a Game 
Truck, Free Food, Bouncy 
Castles, and Pony Rides! 

ROCKIN’ 
THE BLOCK
30 APRIL 2026
Month of the Military Child 
Kick-Off Event! Celebrate 
the youngest heros from 
Columbus Air Force Base.

BOOFEST
30 OCTOBER 2026
Halloween Festival packed 
with candy, costume 
contests, prizes, and the 
famous CAFB Trunk-or-Treat!

BREAKFAST 
WITH SANTA
5 DECEMBER 2026
Santa and his elves fly in to 
CAFB! Families enjoy a hot 
breakfast buffet, pictures 
with Santa, holiday crafts, and 
horse and carriage rides!

PRESENTING SPONSOR: 

2026 PRESENTING SPONSOR BENEFITS
•	 Prominent logo placement on all printed promotional materials displayed across 15+ high-

traff ic facilities and businesses throughout Columbus Air Force Base

•	 Featured placement on digital displays across the installation and web ads on 
ColumbusAFBLiving.com

•	 On-site passive display space at the event, providing opportunities for brand visibility and 
face-to-face engagement with attendees**

•	 Social media recognition across off icial Columbus AFB platforms 

•	 Verbal recognition during event programming and announcements

•	 Dedicated signage within facilities, including the Fitness Center, Bowling Center, and 
Youth Center

•	 Additional benefits and custom activations may be tailored to align with sponsor goals 
and objectives

ADVERTISING FOR 12 MONTHS, PLUS, ON-SITE 
BOOTH SPACE AT EACH EVENT!

LIBRARY

$400/event
The Arts & Crafts, Bowling, and Event 
Center, offer a variety of programs and 
activities in support of the morale and 
recreation of our airmen!

Events/Programs:
•	 Bowling and Golf Sim Tournaments
•	 Themed Events (80s, 90s, Country)
•	 Fine Arts Workshops
•	 Seasonal Vendor Markets
•	 Paint and Sips
•	 Taste of Columbus
•	 Trivia Night and more!

PROGRAM SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
FITNESS CHILD & YOUTH

$500/event
The Fitness Center hosts monthly 
fitness events that promote healthy 
living including fitness classes and 
seminars tailored to meet the physical 
training needs of all Airmen.

$300/event
Youth Programs provide a safe 
environment for children and teens.
It promotes positive development in 
areas like leadership, education, sports, 
and the arts. 

Events/Programs:
•	 Intramural Sports 
•	 Powerlifting Competitions
•	 5K Races
•	 CAFB Half Marathon
•	 Zombie Mud Run
•	 Jingle Bell Jog
•	 Tennis/Pickleball Tournaments
•	 Triathalons and more!

Events/Programs:
•	 Teen and Preteen Nights
•	 Family Color Run
•	 Back to School Bash
•	 Weekly June/July Summer Camps
•	 Black History Month Program
•	 End of School Bash
•	 Youth of the Year
•	 Specialty Camps and more!

OUTDOOR REC
$300/event
Outdoor Recreation is your go to for all 
things outdoors by offering a variety of 
experiences promoting moral boosting 
activities. 

The Library caters to all ages and provides enriching, educational 
programs for airmen, their dependents, retirees, and base personnel!

Events/Programs:
•	 Paintball Tournaments
•	 Skeet and Trap Range Tournaments
•	 Horse Stables 
•	 After Hours Pool Parties
•	 National Outdoors Day
•	 Anything But a Boat Race
•	 Archery Range and more!

Events/Programs:
•	 Weekly Interactive StoryTime featuring special guests!
•	 Yearly themed Summer Reading Program encouraging both 

youth and adult Library patrons to enhance their education 
and reading comprehension.

PRESENTING SPONSOR:
$4,000 FOR 12 EVENTS

PRESENTING SPONSOR:
$2,000 FOR 8 EVENTS

PRESENTING SPONSOR: 	
$2,000 FOR THE YEAR

PRESENTING SPONSOR: 	$2,000 FOR THE YEAR

COMMUNITY SERVICES

PRESENTING SPONSOR: 	
$3,000 FOR 8 EVENTS



SUPPORTING SPONSORS 
INVESTMENT: $5,000

CONTRIBUTING SPONSOR 
INVESTMENT: $2,500

On-Site Presence
•	 Opportunity to interact with attendees 

for informational purposes only (no 
direct sales permitted)

•	 Sampling, coupons, or other mutually 
approved marketing activities

•	 Assigned outdoor exhibit space

Digital & Event Visibility
•	 Logo placement on 

ColumbusAFBLiving.com

TAKE OFF SUPPORTER 
INVESTMENT: $1,000

WINGMAN SUPPORTER 
INVESTMENT: $500
Digital Recognition
•	 Sponsor name recognition on 

ColumbusAFBLiving.com

Recognition
•	 Company name featured on select 

event materials

On-Site Presence
•	 Opportunity to interact with attendees 

for informational purposes (no direct 
sales permitted)

•	 Sampling, coupons, or other mutually 
approved marketing activities

•	 Assigned high-traffic outdoor exhibit 
space 

Digital & Event Visibility
•	 Logo placement on 

ColumbusAFBLiving.com
•	 Advertisement displayed on digital 

screens in high-traffic CAFB facilities
•	 Social Media Recognition 

Recognition
•	 Company name featured on select 

event materials
•	 6 public address (PA) announcements 

during the Open House 

On-Site Presence
•	 Banner placement at the main entrance 

gate (banner provided by sponsor)
•	 Opportunity to interact with attendees 

for informational purposes (no direct 
sales permitted)

•	 Sampling, coupons, or other mutually 
approved marketing activities

•	 Assigned high-traffic outdoor exhibit 
space 

Digital & Event Visibility
•	 Logo placement on 

ColumbusAFBLiving.com
•	 Logo included on the event poster
•	 Logo displayed on the main gate 

banner
•	 Advertisement displayed on digital 

screens in high-traffic CAFB facilities
•	 Social Media Recognition 
•	 12 months quarter-page ad in WHAC! 

Magazine
•	 6 months banner hosting
•	 6 months webslider ad on 

ColumbusAFBLiving.com

AMERICA 250 CELEBRATION
COLUMBUS AIR FORCE BASE
2026 OPEN HOUSE | 4 JULY 2026
Join us for an historic Fourth of July celebration as Columbus Air Force 
Base commemorates America’s 250th anniversary. This milestone event will 
feature a live entertainment, patriotic military flyovers, a spectacular fireworks 
display, and family-friendly activities, bringing together the military and local 
community for an unforgettable Independence Day experience.  

Recognition
•	 Company name featured on all event 

materials
•	 10 public address (PA) announcements 

during the Open House 

On-Site Presence 
•	 Banner placement at the main entrance 

gate (banner provided by sponsor)
•	 Opportunity to interact with attendees 

for informational purposes (no direct 
sales permitted)

•	 Sampling, coupons, or other mutually 
approved marketing activities

•	 Assigned high-traffic outdoor exhibit 
space 

Digital & Event Visibility
•	 Logo placement on 

ColumbusAFBLiving.com
•	 Logo included on the event poster
•	 Logo displayed on the main gate 

banner
•	 12 months of Advertisement displayed 

on digital screens in high-traffic CAFB 
facilities

•	 Social Media Recognition 
•	 12 months full-page ad in WHAC! 

Magazine
•	 12 months banner hosting
•	 12 months webslider ad on 

ColumbusAFBLiving.com

PRESENTING SPONSORS 
INVESTMENT: $15,000

Recognition
•	 Company name featured on select 

event materials
•	 8 public address (PA) announcements 

during the Open House 

On-Site Presence
•	 Banner placement at the main entrance 

gate (banner provided by sponsor)
•	 Opportunity to interact with attendees 

for informational purposes (no direct 
sales permitted)

•	 Sampling, coupons, or other mutually 
approved marketing activities

•	 Assigned high-traffic outdoor exhibit 
space 

Digital & Event Visibility
•	 Logo placement on 

ColumbusAFBLiving.com
•	 Logo included on the event poster
•	 Logo displayed on the main gate 

banner
•	 12 months of Advertisement displayed 

on digital screens in high-traffic CAFB 
facilities

•	 Social Media Recognition 
•	 12 months half-page ad in WHAC! 

Magazine
•	 9 months banner hosting
•	 9 months webslider ad on 

ColumbusAFBLiving.com

PARTNERING SPONSORS 
INVESTMENT: $10,000



B U I L D  Y O U R  B R A N D  A T  C A F B

Ad space is reserved upon on a first 
come, first served basis. All platforms 
have limited amount of spaces 
allowed per month. For current 
availability please contact us.

Due 30 Days prior to first 
running month. 

Due 10 business days 
prior to publication date.

Due 7 business days prior 
to publication date.

Magazine Ads:

Digital Ads:

Other Ads:Please contact us for graphic specifications and 
guidelines. In-house design fees and print orders are 
available on a case-by-case basis and are due at 
the signing of the advertising agreement.

14 FSS Marketing & Sponsorship Director
Emily Krawiec

Office: (662) 434-2337
Cell: (860) 992-9794
Email: Emily.Krawiec@us.af.mil

Marketing Deadlines
R E S E R V E  Y O U R  S P O T

C O N T A C T

Visit us online at 
ColumbusAFBLiving.com
or scan these codes to visit our 
sponsorship website and social media!

Facebook Instagram Website


	I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION
	II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA
	III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS.
	A. Approve Minutes for Meeting of February 17, 2026
	MINUTES, February 17 2026 EDITED

	B. Approve Minutes for Meeting of February 25, 2026

	IV. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS.
	A. Approve Docket of Claims for March 3, 2026
	Docket of Claims


	V. CONSENT AGENDA
	A. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue person
	Travel Request-Michael Walker-Mississippi Fire Investigators Association (MFIA) Spring Conference-April 14, 2026 - April 17, 2026
	Registration Fee-Michael Walker-MississippiFire Investigators Association-April 14, 2026 - April 17, 2026

	B. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue person
	Travel Request-Clayton Aldridge-Fire Department Instructors Conference-April 19, 2026 - April 25, 2026

	C. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue person
	Travel Request-Lukas Borntrager-Rope Awareness and Operations-April 5, 2026 - April 9, 2026

	D. Approve request to accept a donation of fitness eq
	Donation of fitness equipment-YMCA

	E. Approve permit request submitted by Terri Doumit, 
	Zachary's Pawty

	F. Approve request for one (1) CPD personnel to atten
	Training - Computer Voice Stress Analyzer

	G. Approve permit request submitted by Will Cunningha
	Southside Clawdown

	H. Approve the lowest and best bid of Johnson Carpet 
	Bid_Comparison_Johnson_vs_AVS
	AVS_Flooring_LLC Estimate_1180
	Johnson Carpet

	I. Approve Waggoner Engineering, Inc. Task Order to c
	Waggoner TO3 Columbus Crime Lab Renovation Conceptual Pre-Design


	VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA:
	A. Comments from Mayor & Council
	B. Atmos Energy presentation of donation check to Col
	Atmos E-mail
	Atmos Donation Check

	C. Update on the Mississippi Humanities Council/Ameri
	Grant_MS250_25_052

	D. Board Vacancies
	 CITY PLANNING COMMISSION2 Vacancies, Mac Arthur In
	 Lakeysucha BaileyPierre D. Beard, Sr.
	L Bailey
	P. Beard


	 ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS & APPEALS1 Vacancy, Ch
	 Chris Chain
	C Chain


	 CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU2 Vacancies Melodie Cu
	 David ArmstrongMelodie Cunningham
	D Armstrong
	M Cunningham


	 TREE BOARD1 Vacancy, Carol Boggess, 3-Year Term Ex
	 Jerry FortenberryJason Palagi
	J Fortenberry
	J. Palagi




	VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA
	VIII. POLICY AGENDA:
	A. Discuss/Approve the promotion of one (1) Columbus 
	Promotion Letter-Captain to Battalion-Non-Confidential-February 17, 2026

	B. Discuss/Approve the promotion of two (2) Columbus 
	Promotion Letter-Engineer to Captain-Non-Confidential-February 17, 2026

	C. Discuss/Approve the promotion of three (3) Columbu
	Promotion Letter-Firefighter to Engineer-Non-Confidential-February 17, 2026

	D. Discuss/Approve the installation of two speed hump
	AGENDA INCLUSION - Speed Hump
	Approval Package - Speed Hump

	E. Discuss/Approve Request to purchase four (4) prope
	REQUEST TO PURCHASE PROPERTY (February 26, 2026)

	F. Discuss/Approve the request for permission to adve
	G. Discuss/Approve Preliminary Design Invoice for the
	Amphitheater Phase 3

	H. Discuss/Approve budget amendment for Bassmaster El
	2026 Budget Amendment
	Bass Master Elite Tournament
	Excavator
	Dozer
	America 250 Sponsorship CAFB 2026
	CAFB 2026 Sponsorship & Advertising


	IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION:
	A. Personnel Matter (1)




