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I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
    
II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
    
III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 
     

A. Approve Minutes of March 5, 2025 Meeting 
 

B. Approve Minutes for Special Meeting of February 27, 2025 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
    
J. Daughtry A. Approve request for two (2) CPD personnel to attend a "Peer Support Course" to be held in 

Brandon, Mississippi, and approve payment for lodging, travel and meal expenses in the 
estimated amount of $1,844.00. 

J. Daughtry B. Approve permit request submitted by Alan Aldridge, on behalf of himself and Munson and 
Brothers, to host "Porch Fest" to be held on April 11 -12, 2025 from 12:00 p.m. until 12:00 
a.m. each day, blocking Third Street North at Third Avenue North and Second Avenue North 
and remaining blocked until the end of the event. 

J. Daughtry C. Approve permit request submitted by Jerry Fortenberry on behalf of the Tennessee Williams 
Tribute and Columbus Arts Council to host a "Stella Shouting Contest" to be held on April 12, 
2025, from 10:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. blocking College Street at Fifth Street South and 
Fourth Street South. See attached map. 

J. Daughtry D. Approve request from Tennessee Williams Tribute and Columbus Arts Council to have beer 
available on College Street at Fifth Street South and Fourth Street South by donation during 
the "Stella Shouting Contest" on April 12, 2025. 

J. Daughtry E. Approve permit request submitted by Ryan Munson, on behalf of Munson and Brothers, to 
host "St. Patrick's Day Fun Run" to be held on March 29, 2025, from 3:00 p.m. until 6:00 
p.m., blocking Second Avenue North from Fifth Street North to Second Street North by the 
Farmers' Market.  See attached map. 

G. Irby F. Approve request for Interim Planner and Councilman Joseph Mickens to attend Civil Rights 
Movement Sites Symposium in Atlanta, GA on April 10-11, 2025 in the estimated amount of 
$1,200.00. 

S. Wilder G. Approve request for Grant Writer to attend Science Discovery on Main Street Meeting in 
Philadelphia, PA in the estimated amount of $815.34. 

P. Mitchell H. Approve request to publish notice for Legal Advertising Bid. 
D. Hughes I. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) Fire and Rescue Firefighter, effective March 16, 

2025, and approve compensation for any unused vacation leave.  

J. Daughtry J. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) CPD personnel effective March 8, 2025. 
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J. Brigham K. Accept letter of resignation from Accounts Payable Clerk, effective March 20, 2025. 
C. Bush L. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) Public Works laborer, effective March 6, 2025, and 

authorize the HR Director to begin the normal recruitment process. 
W. Blunt  M. Accept letter of resignation/retirement from Municipal Judge.  

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS. 
    
J. Brigham A. Approve Docket of Claims for March 18, 2025 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
     

A. Comments from Mayor & Council 
K. Wiegel B. Building Inspection - February 2025 Report 
D. Hughes C. Columbus Fire and Rescue - February 2025 Report 
R. Bonner D. J. M. Trotter Convention Center-Cemeteries February 2025 Report 
L. Dismukes E. Community Outreach - February 2025 Report 
P. Mitchell F. Human Resources - February 2025 Report 
W. Langford G. Garage - February 2025 Report 
S. James H. Code Enforcement Department - February 2025 Report 
J. Daughtry I. Columbus Police Department - February 2025 Report 
C. Bush J. Public Works - February 2025 Report 
W. Blunt  K. Municipal Court - February 2025 Report  
G. Lewis L. Columbus Recreation Department - February 2025 Report 
G. Drake M. Information Technology - February 2025 Report 
J. Brigham N. Finance Report - February 2025 Report  

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 
    
J. Garrett A. George Lowe - Community Development Survey/Art Initiative  
J. Garrett B. Jason Spears - Columbus Orthopaedic Riverwalk Spring Invitational Soccer Tournament  
J. Garrett C. Brittany Harris - Stop the Violence 
J. Garrett D. Robert J (Bobby) Sanderson - Forensic Audit 
J. Garrett E. Vanita Phinisey - 6th Annual Battle of the States Tennis Tournament  
J. Garrett F. Glenn Lautzenhiser -Lowndes County Sports Hall of Fame 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
    
S. James A. Discuss / Approve Derelict Property Docket 
C. Bush B. Discuss/Approve request to fill one (1) vacant Boom Truck Operator position, pending 

successful completion of all preliminary testing. 
Z. Foster C. Discuss/Approve applying for FY2026 MDOT Multimodal grant for the construction of an 

open hangar.  
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S. Wilder/G. 
Lewis 

D. Discuss/Approve applying for the T-Mobile Hometown Grant for access steps, an ADA 
exploration station and information brochures for the Propst Park Fossil Park in the amount 
of $50,000 with no match.   

S. Wilder/W. 
Blunt 

E. Discuss/Approve applying for the MS Office of Homeland Security Grant for a 
metal detector and fencing for the Municipal Complex with no match. 

S. Wilder/D. 
Hughes 

F. Discuss/Approve applying for the Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grant to purchase generators 
with a twenty-five percent match in the estimated amount of $62,500.   

C. Bush G. Discuss/Approve request to fill vacant Truck Driver position in the Public Works 
Department, pending successful completion of all preliminary testing. 

R. Bonner H. Discuss/Approve awarding the Farmers' Market Renovations to the lowest responsive bidder. 
P. Mitchell I. Discuss/Approve Amendments to the Employee Personnel Handbook. 
J. Brigham J. Discuss/Approve Resolution to approve the 2025 COLA Payment as outlined in Mississippi 

Code Annotated in 21-29-247 9 (3) and (5). 
J. Garrett/J. 
Brigham  

K. Discuss/Approve reimbursable election workers' pay for the April 1, 2025 Primary Election 
made payable April 2, 2025.   

J. Garrett L. Discuss/Approve Resolution for Adopting the District 4 Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan.   
W. Blunt  M. Discuss/Approve Municipal Judge's request to fill in on a full-time basis until a new Judge is 

hired.  
IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
     

A. Prospective Litigation (1)  
 

B. Pending Litigation (1)  
 

C. Personnel Matters (3) 
 



MEETING OF
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS
March 5, 2025

The Mayor and City Council’s March 4, 2025 meeting was rescheduled to Wednesday, 
March 5, 2025 due to inclement weather. The meeting was held at 5:00 p.m. in the 
Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin presided over the 
meeting and all Council Members were present at the beginning of the meeting, except 
Councilwoman DiCicco, who arrived late. Also present were the General Counsel, the 
COO, CFO, the Police Chief, HR Director, and all other Department Heads.

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION:

Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Rev. Leonardo 
Dismukes to offer the Invocation.  

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA:

Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Agenda as prepared. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 5/0.

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF FEBRUARY 18, 2025 
AND THE SPECIAL MEETING OF FEBRUARY 13, 2025.

Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
February 18, 2025 and the Special Meeting of February 13, 2025. Council 
Member Mickens seconded the motion.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 5/0.

IV. CONSENT AGENDA:

A. Approve request for M. Patel to use the Lot behind the City Garage to hold 
Holi-Day Celebration, to be held on March 13, 2025, with assistance from the 
Columbus Fire and Rescue personnel. 
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B. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Chas Price, to attend “Haz-
Mat Awareness and Operations (A & O)” to be held in Jackson, MS, and 
approve payment of registration, lodging, use of city vehicle for travel and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, total estimated cost of $250.00. 

C. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel: Timothy Birmingham, Dalton 
Cook, Zachary Anderson and Tavonta Macon, to attend “Emergency Medical 
Technician (EMS) (Hybrid)” to be held in Jackson, MS and approve payment 
of registration, lodging, use of a city vehicle for travel and reimbursement of 
meal expenses, total estimated cost of $5,000.00. 

D. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Cody Cantrell, to attend 
“Engine Company Operations” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve 
payment of registration, lodging, use of a city vehicle for travel and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, total estimated cost of $500.00. 

E. Approve permit request submitted by Ryan Munson, on behalf of Munson and 
Brothers, to hold “St. Patrick’s Day Fun Run” to be held on March 15, 2025, 
from 3:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m., blocking 2nd Avenue North from 5th Street 
North to 2nd Street North by the Farmers’ Market. See attached map. 

F. Approve permit request submitted by Jason Spears, on behalf of Golden 
Triangle Elite Soccer Club, to host “Columbus Orthopedic Riverwalk Spring 
Invitational Soccer Tournament” to be held on April 12-13, 2025 from 6:00 
a.m. on April 12 until 4:00 p.m. on April 13, 2025, at the Roger Short Soccer 
Complex, blocking a section of Championship Loop from 2nd Street to Moores 
Creek Road. See attached map. 

G. Approve request for Property and Evidence Technician, Katelyn Smith, and 
Forensic Scientist Trainee, Joyanna Davis, to attend a “Property and 
Evidence Management Training” to be held in Opelika, AL, and approve 
payment of registration, lodging, travel and reimbursement of meal expenses, 
total estimated cost of $2,408.00. 

H. Approve request for CPD Officer to attend a “Standardized Field Sobriety 
Training Course” to be held in Starkville, MS, at no cost to the City.

I. Approve request for Forensic Scientist Trainee, Joyanna Davis, to attend 
“Courtroom Testimony Techniques” via on-line webinar, with a registration fee 
of $450.00.

J. Accept letter of resignation from Public Works Truck Driver, Christian Guyton, 
effective February 20, 2025.
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K. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Michael Walker, to attend 
“Mississippi Fire Investigations Spring Seminar” to be held in Biloxi, MS, and 
approve payment of registration, lodging, use of city vehicle for travel and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, total estimated cost of $1,041.00.

L. Approve request from Columbus Municipal School District (Dr. Stanley K. 
Ellis) to use Sim Scott Community Center on March 13, 2025, from 5:30 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m., to host a discussion about the school district’s Strategic Plan, 
school closures and openings, grade-span plans and to answer questions.

M. Approve request from Columbus Municipal School District (Dr. Stanley K. 
Ellis) to use Townsend Community Center on April 2, 2025, from 5:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m., to host a discussion about the school district’s Strategic Plan, 
school closures and openings, grade-span plans and to answer questions.

N. Approve request from Columbus Municipal School District (Dr. Stanley K. 
Ellis) to use Sim Sandfield Community Center on May 6, 2025, from 5:30 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m., to host a discussion about the school district’s Strategic Plan, 
school closures and openings, grade-span plans and to answer questions.

O. Approve request from Columbus Municipal School District (Dr. Stanley K. 
Ellis) to use East Columbus Gym on May 13, 2025, from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m., to host a discussion about the school district’s Strategic Plan, school 
closures and openings, grade-span plans and to answer questions.

P. Approve request for the HR Director to advertise to fill budgeted full-time 
vacant Deputy Clerk position in the Municipal Court Division at $15.00 per 
hour.

Q. Approve payment of Debt Service on the ESCO Project Debt in the amount of 
$37,891.38.

Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
prepared. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members present voted in favor of 
same, with a unanimous vote, 5/0.

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS:

Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
March 5, 2025, in the amount of $1,446,511.77. Council Member Mickens 
seconded the motion. CFO, Jim Brigham offered gave an explanation for the 
large amount, stating the docket contained some debt service payments.
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All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 5/0.

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA:

A. Mayor Gaskin thanked everyone that donated cans of soup for the March of 
the Mayor’s Soup initiative. We collected over 1,000 cans of soup and 
brought 200 boxes of canned goods back that benefited our local Helping 
Hands agency. 

Thanks to citizens who have been attending the Police Department’s Town 
Hall Safety meetings and those who have been actively involved in our 
election process.  

Council Member Jones thanked the Public Works Department and Columbus 
Light and Water Department for their assistance last night following the 
storm. We had some trees down and some power outages.  

B. Board Vacancies

Jammie Garrett, COO announced vacancies on various boards, as follows:

CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Jay Patel’s Term Expires 3/05/2025.
Appointment will be made March 5, 2025.

APPLICANT:
Jay Patel

Council Member Mickens made a motion to reappoint Jay Patel to the 
Convention & Visitors Bureau for a 3-Year Term, until March 5, 2028. 
Council Member Beard seconded the motion.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 5/0.

Board of Adjustment & Appeals of Development Codes
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Kevin Stafford’s Term Expires 3/01/2025.
Appointment will be made March 4, 2025.
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 APPLICANTS:
Kevin Stafford

Council Member Beard made a motion to reappoint Kevin Stafford to the Board 
of Adjustment & Appeals of Development Code for a 1-Year Term, until March 
1, 2025. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 5/0.

TREE BOARD
3 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms
Appointment(s) will be made March 5, 2025.

APPLICANT:
Caleb Aldridge

Council Member Beard made a motion to appoint Caleb Aldridge to the Tree 
Board for a 3-Year Term, until March 5, 2028. Councilwoman Stewart seconded 
the motion.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 5/0.

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA:

Councilwoman DiCicco arrived for the meeting.

A. Ms. Nicole Shelton – RE: Columbus Police Department

Ms. Shelton came before the Mayor and Council to discuss an incident that 
occurred at her mother’s house. Three (3) Police Officers: Antonious Sellers, 
Demarco Easterwood and Captain Kennedy Meaders, were invited to come 
to the front. Ms. Shelton thanked the officers for their patience, 
professionalism, compassion and kindness with her mother. These officers 
were with her mother for a lengthy period of time and stayed on the scene 
until she arrived and until she was transported by emergency personnel. 
They treated her like family. Ms. Shelton presented each of the officers with 
a token of her appreciation for going beyond the call of duty to protect and 
serve. 
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B. Mr. Edmond Green – Oak Manor Apartments

Mr. Edmond Green participated in the meeting via ZOOM to update the 
Mayor and Council on the progress made to Oak Manor Apartments. He 
began by stating that more than 50% of the apartments are occupied with 
good tenants. Building/Inspection Official, Kenny Wiegel, was asked to come 
to the front and was asked if he thought about 50% of the apartments are 
occupied. Mr. Wiegel responded, “it doesn’t look like a lot of work has been 
completed, but new roofs have been added. Councilwoman Stewart remarked 
that she can come in the structures and physically view the progress, but she 
estimates that only 10% are complete. Mr. Greene stated that 10% is only 
eight (8) apartments and 60% of the overall construction project is complete. 
Mr. Green asked the Mayor and Council if the City has any funding to rehab 
low income property? Mayor Gaskin answered, “No!” Mr. Green was asked 
what his expected completion date is and he responded, “he can’t answer 
that question at this time.” The Building Official asked the property owner for 
permission to come to the site and inspect. The property owner stated that 
not without his presence, but he will contact the Building Official. 

C. Dr. Stanley K. Ellis – Columbus Municipal School District Restructuring

Dr. Stanley K. Ellis, Columbus Municipal Schools Superintendent, came 
forward, distributed information to the Mayor and Council and presented a 
PowerPoint Presentation entailing plans for the Columbus Municipal School 
District Restructuring and Strategic Plan. Council Members asked questions 
and Dr. Ellis remarked that meetings have been scheduled to discuss these 
plans with citizens and stakeholders.

VIII. POLICY AGENDA:

A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket

JOHNNIE B. LATHAM
1220 20th Street North
CASE NUMBER:  25-0023 Property Maintenance Code Violation

The General Counsel called cause number 25-0023. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
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immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

PAUL L. / MARY M. ROLLIE
AND/OR HEIRS AT LAW
1606 21st Street South
CASE NUMBER:  25-0027         Accumulation of Rubbish and Garbage

The General Counsel called cause number 25-0027. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0

JOHNNY MCGREGORY
2103 Strawberry Street
CASE NUMBER:  25-0029 Property Code Violation

A request was made to remove this property and add it to the Blight Property 
List.

NAIS JR. / ADDIE B. AUSTIN
722 10th Avenue south
CASE NUMBER:  25-0033 Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage
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The General Counsel called cause number 25-0033.  Mr. Nais Austin Jr. 
came forth and requested an extension of time to remediate the property. His 
truck is in need of repairing and will clean the lot as soon as it is running 
again.  Code Enforcement Officer Sasha James recommended giving the 
property owner a 15-day extension to remediate the property. The property 
is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart made a 
motion to give the property owner a 15-day extension to remediate the 
property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

DAVID S. MURRAY
403 17th Street South
CASE NUMBER:  25-0036

The General Counsel called cause number 25-0036. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0
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RUSSELL LEE TATE
503 23rd Street South
CASE NUMBER:  25-0038 Dilapidated Structure

The General Counsel called cause number 25-0038. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0

CHARLES L. / PATRICIA BAGGETT
1428 6th Street North
CASE NUMBER:  25-0023 Dilapidated Structure

The General Counsel called cause number 25-0023. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has made 
substantial improvement to the conditions and recommended giving the 
property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property. The property 
is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard made a 
motion to give the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the 
property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.
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BARRCO PROPERTIES
c/o Kevin Howard
503 Waterworks Road
CASE NUMBER:  25-0024 Property Maintenance Code Violation

The General Counsel called cause number 25-0023. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has made 
substantial improvement to the conditions and recommended giving the 
property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property. The property 
is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard made a 
motion to give the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the 
property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

ALBERT JETHROW
1420 5th Avenue North
CASE NUMBER:  25-0031 Property Maintenance Code Violation

The General Counsel called cause number 25-0031. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has made 
substantial improvement to the conditions and recommended giving the 
property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property. The property 
is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard made a 
motion to give the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the 
property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.
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The motion carried 6/0.

CURTIS WEBBER
624 13th Street North
CASE NUMBER:  25-0032 Property Maintenance Code Violation
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0032. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has made 
substantial improvement to the conditions and recommended giving the 
property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property. The property 
is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard made a 
motion to give the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the 
property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

HANNAH S. MCCRARY
2130 7th avenue North
CASE NUMBER:  25-0028 Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage

The General Counsel called cause number 25-0028. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has made 
substantial improvement to the conditions and recommended giving the 
property owner a 15-day extension to remediate the property. The property 
is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard made a 
motion to give the property owner a 15-day extension to remediate the 
property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.
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The motion carried 6/0.

OSSIE LEE TAYLOR
616 Peach Street
CASE NUMBER:  25-0030 Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0030. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has made 
substantial improvement to the conditions and recommended giving the 
property owner a 7-day extension to remediate the property. The property is 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard made a 
motion to give the property owner a 7-day extension to remediate the 
property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

$250.00 OR LESS CASES:

Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented two (2) cases, $250.00 
or less for adjudication. Council Member Beard made a motion to accept the 
notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated 
according to statute. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

THE LIST FOLLOWS:
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B. Discuss/Approve Acceptance of the Columbus Fire and Rescue 2025 
Annual Compliance Report 

Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to accept the Columbus Fire and 
Rescue 2025 Annual Compliance Report. Chief Hughes thanked the Code 
Enforcement Officer, Director of Facilities; the COO and Grant Writer for their 
assistance in this endeavor. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

C. Discuss/Approve promotion of Landfill Equipment Operator to Heavy 
Equipment Operator

Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to promote 
Robert Thomas, Landfill Operator to Heavy Equipment Operator at $18.59 
per hour. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

D. Discuss/Approve Grant Administrator’s Assistance with the Columbus 
Redevelopment Authority in administering the T-HUD Grant at no cost.  

Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to utilize the 
assistance of the Grant Administrator, Susan Wilder, to administer a $2.2 M 
dollar grant from HUD for the Redevelopment Authority. Councilwoman 
Stewart seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

E. Discuss/Approve Memorandum of Understanding between Mississippi 
Home Corporation and the City of Columbus.

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Memorandum of 
Understanding between Mississippi Home Corporation and the City of 
Columbus. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.
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F. Discuss/Approve Lobbyist Contract with W. T. Consultants, not to 
exceed $72,000.00 for the 2025 Session. 

Mr. Saleem Baird, dba W. T. Consultants and Mr. W. T. Thomas, participated 
in the meeting via ZOOM and shared with the Council the funding they were 
successful in securing in 2024 and intend to continue the work in 2025. After 
hearing from W. T. Consultants, Council Member Greene made a motion to 
hire a Consultant on an “As Needed” basis.

SUBSTITUTE MOTION:
Councilwoman Stewart made a substitute motion to renew the Lobbyist 
Contract with W. T. Consultants for 2025 at $72,000 annually. Council 
Member Jones seconded the motion. 

Council Members Stewart, Mickens, Beard and Jones voted in favor of the 
substitute motion.

Council Members DiCicco and Greene voted in opposition of the motion.

The motion carried 4/2.

G. Discuss/Approve awarding the Senator Terry Brown Amphitheater bids 
to the lowest responsive bidder.

Kevin Stafford, dba Neel-Schaffer Inc., distributed the bid tabulation and 
asked the Council how they wished to proceed. Council Member Jones 
made a motion to rebid this project. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion. Mayor Gaskin asked the Council if there were any questions. Council 
Member Beard asked about $500,000.00 grant. Susan Wilder, Grant Writer 
came forward and remarked that the MS Arts Grant doesn’t open until July. 
The CFO remarked that he does not suggest using reserve funds to pay for 
this project, which will nearly deplete the Capital Improvement Funds. The 
CFO also stated that he does not recommend borrowing the funds. 

SUBSTITUTE MOTION
Council Member Greene made a motion to reject the bids and move forward 
with the $1M that we currently have. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the 
motion.

2ND SUBSTITUTE MOTION
Council Member Mickens made a motion to table this matter until a 
committee is formed, so that the Committee and all stakeholders can discuss 
further. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion. 
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

Kevin Stafford remarked that if we begin using the Amphitheatre today for 
local events. We could bring in Port-A-Johns and attendees can bring chairs 
for seating. 

BID TABULATION FOLLOWS:
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H. Discuss/Approve adding $1.1M in Use Tax Funds to 2nd Round of City 
Paving and Approve to Advertise for Bids.

Council Member Greene made a motion to add $1.1M in Use Tax Funds for 
the 2nd Round of City Paving and approve to advertise for Bids. Council 
woman Stewart seconded the motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Council Member 
Beard, who opposed.
 
The motion carried 5/1.

I. Discuss/Approve Alexandria Lot in the amount of $70,000

Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to table this request. 

SUBSTITUTE MOTION
Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the request to pave 
Alexandria Lot in the amount of $70,000. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded 
the motion. The $70,000 for this project will come from the proceeds from the 
Surplus Auction. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, with the exception of 
Councilwoman Stewart, who opposed.

The motion carried 5/1.

J. Discuss/Approve paving Propst Park Pickleball Courts Parking Lot, in 
the amount of $13,000. 

Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to pave 
Propst Park Pickleball Courts Parking Lot, in the amount of $13,000. Council 
Member Greene seconded the motion. CFO Brigham remarked that he 
should be able to find $13,000 out of Special Projects.  

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

CLOSED DETERMINATION:
Council Member Beard made a motion to go into closed session to determine 
whether it is necessary to go into Executive Session. Councilwoman DiCicco 
seconded the motion. 
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

All members of the public, with the exception of the Mayor, the Council, the COO, 
the CFO, General Counsel, the Police Chief and the HR Director, exited the 
meeting.

Mayor Gaskin apprised the Council of three (3) Personnel matters and remarked 
that these matters warrant being heard in Executive Session pursuant to Section 
25-41-7 (4)(a) of the Open Meetings Act.

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Council Member Greene made a motion to go in Executive Session to discuss 
three (3) Personnel matters. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion.

      All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.
 

     The COO announced to the general public outside the Council Chambers that the 
Council was going into Executive Session to discuss three (3) Personnel matters.

PERSONNEL MATTER (1)
The first matter of Personnel to come before the Mayor and Council involves the 
rehire of a former employee that previously worked in the Police Department. 
CPDs Chief and Assistant Chiefs were present. COO Garrett reported that the 
Police Department hired a former employee at their meeting of February 18, 
2025 and I am learning about it today. The Chief responded that the HR Director 
gave the application to Assistant Police Chief #2 for processing. Assistant Police 
Chief #2 told the HR Director that he remembered this employee. The HR 
Director remarked that she was not aware that the former employee was rehired 
until she transcribed the minutes; CPD did not send her a letter of intent to hire. 
The employee was disciplined during the first employment and was discharged 
from the Police Academy. The HR Director remarked that she believes that this 
matured and understands the importance of following established rules and 
respecting those in authority. The Police Chief remarked that this individual 
graduated from the same academy that he was discharged from and passed the 
second time around. Council Member Beard made a motion to ratify the rehire of 
former employee, I. D. Number 1371. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.
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The motion carried 6/0.

PERSONNEL MATTER (2)
The second matter of Personnel to come before the Mayor and Council involves 
the job performance of Employee, I. D. Number 1602. At the request of a majority 
of the Council, the COO and the HR Director were ordered to meet and discuss 
what disciplinary action should be issued. This employee was given a notice of 
intent to suspend from work for thirty (30) working days and suspend twenty-six 
(26) of those days without pay for preparing a grant application for submission 
even though the majority of the Council did not wish to submit the application. 
The Mayor and Council engaged in a lengthy discussion about this 
recommendation from the COO and the HR Director and made reference to 
actions of officers in the Police Department. Employee, I. D. Number 1602 was 
invited in the Council’s Chambers. The employee began by stating that she is 
thankful that she was chosen to be the City’s Grant Writer/Administrator and 
continued by stating that she did not submit the grant application. She’s ready to 
put the ordeal behind her and move on. She further stated that when she was 
asked to prepare the grant application for submission from the Mayor, she didn’t 
think she had a choice. Employee, I. D. Number 1602 was asked to exit the 
meeting for deliberation. Following further discussion and deliberation, Council 
Member Greene made a motion to accept the recommendation to suspend this 
employee for thirty (30) working days without pay and suspend twenty-six (26) of 
these days and enforce a four-day (4-day) suspension without pay and give the 
employee thirty (30) days from today to decide when to take the days due to 
grant submissions constraints. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Councilwoman DiCicco, 
who opposed.

The motion carried 5/1.

PERSONNEL MATTER (3)
The third matter of Personnel to come before the Mayor and Council involves 
Employee, I. D. Number 1372 who has been out of work on Council-approved 
extended Family Medical Leave since September. The City received a work 
status report from her doctor recommending that she return to work on March 3, 
2025 with strict restrictions to include no high stressful environment, no lifting 
over 10 pounds, no frequent bending, no pushing or pulling, no stooping or 
crawling. The HR Director remarked that there are few positions if any that meet 
these restrictions. The COO reported that she and the CFO will find enough work 
to keep her busy. Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the return to 
work of Employee, I. D. Number 1372. Council Member Mickens seconded the 
motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.
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The motion carried 6/0.

OPEN SESSION:
Council Member Beard made a motion to end the discussion of this matter and 
return to Open Session. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

The COO announced to the general public outside the meeting room that the 
Council was back in Open Session.

The General Counsel announced that the Mayor and Council went in Executive 
Session and took up three (3) Personnel matters and voted to ratify the rehire of 
an employee in the Police Department, suspend one (1) employee in the 
Community Development for thirty (30) work days without pay and suspend 
twenty-six (26) of those days and give the employee thirty days to take the days, 
and voted to allow an employee that has been on extended Family Medical 
Leave to return to work on strict work restrictions. 

ADJOURNMENT:
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, the Mayor announced that the meeting was 

ADJOURNED.

 Approved by: 
   Keith Gaskin, Mayor        James “Jim” Brigham     

  CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk



MEETING OF
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS
March 5, 2025

The Mayor and City Council’s March 4, 2025 meeting was rescheduled to Wednesday, 
March 5, 2025 due to inclement weather. The meeting was held at 5:00 p.m. in the 
Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin presided over the 
meeting and all Council Members were present at the beginning of the meeting, except 
Councilwoman DiCicco, who arrived late. Also present were the General Counsel, the 
COO, CFO, the Police Chief, HR Director, and all other Department Heads.

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION:

Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Rev. Leonardo 
Dismukes to offer the Invocation.  

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA:

Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Agenda as prepared. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 5/0.

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF FEBRUARY 18, 2025 
AND THE SPECIAL MEETING OF FEBRUARY 13, 2025.

Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
February 18, 2025 and the Special Meeting of February 13, 2025. Council 
Member Mickens seconded the motion.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 5/0.

IV. CONSENT AGENDA:

A. Approve request for M. Patel to use the Lot behind the City Garage to hold 
Holi-Day Celebration, to be held on March 13, 2025, with assistance from the 
Columbus Fire and Rescue personnel. 
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B. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Chas Price, to attend “Haz-
Mat Awareness and Operations (A & O)” to be held in Jackson, MS, and 
approve payment of registration, lodging, use of city vehicle for travel and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, total estimated cost of $250.00. 

C. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel: Timothy Birmingham, Dalton 
Cook, Zachary Anderson and Tavonta Macon, to attend “Emergency Medical 
Technician (EMS) (Hybrid)” to be held in Jackson, MS and approve payment 
of registration, lodging, use of a city vehicle for travel and reimbursement of 
meal expenses, total estimated cost of $5,000.00. 

D. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Cody Cantrell, to attend 
“Engine Company Operations” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve 
payment of registration, lodging, use of a city vehicle for travel and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, total estimated cost of $500.00. 

E. Approve permit request submitted by Ryan Munson, on behalf of Munson and 
Brothers, to hold “St. Patrick’s Day Fun Run” to be held on March 15, 2025, 
from 3:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m., blocking 2nd Avenue North from 5th Street 
North to 2nd Street North by the Farmers’ Market. See attached map. 

F. Approve permit request submitted by Jason Spears, on behalf of Golden 
Triangle Elite Soccer Club, to host “Columbus Orthopedic Riverwalk Spring 
Invitational Soccer Tournament” to be held on April 12-13, 2025 from 6:00 
a.m. on April 12 until 4:00 p.m. on April 13, 2025, at the Roger Short Soccer 
Complex, blocking a section of Championship Loop from 2nd Street to Moores 
Creek Road. See attached map. 

G. Approve request for Property and Evidence Technician, Katelyn Smith, and 
Forensic Scientist Trainee, Joyanna Davis, to attend a “Property and 
Evidence Management Training” to be held in Opelika, AL, and approve 
payment of registration, lodging, travel and reimbursement of meal expenses, 
total estimated cost of $2,408.00. 

H. Approve request for CPD Officer to attend a “Standardized Field Sobriety 
Training Course” to be held in Starkville, MS, at no cost to the City.

I. Approve request for Forensic Scientist Trainee, Joyanna Davis, to attend 
“Courtroom Testimony Techniques” via on-line webinar, with a registration fee 
of $450.00.

J. Accept letter of resignation from Public Works Truck Driver, Christian Guyton, 
effective February 20, 2025.
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K. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Michael Walker, to attend 
“Mississippi Fire Investigations Spring Seminar” to be held in Biloxi, MS, and 
approve payment of registration, lodging, use of city vehicle for travel and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, total estimated cost of $1,041.00.

L. Approve request from Columbus Municipal School District (Dr. Stanley K. 
Ellis) to use Sim Scott Community Center on March 13, 2025, from 5:30 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m., to host a discussion about the school district’s Strategic Plan, 
school closures and openings, grade-span plans and to answer questions.

M. Approve request from Columbus Municipal School District (Dr. Stanley K. 
Ellis) to use Townsend Community Center on April 2, 2025, from 5:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m., to host a discussion about the school district’s Strategic Plan, 
school closures and openings, grade-span plans and to answer questions.

N. Approve request from Columbus Municipal School District (Dr. Stanley K. 
Ellis) to use Sim Sandfield Community Center on May 6, 2025, from 5:30 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m., to host a discussion about the school district’s Strategic Plan, 
school closures and openings, grade-span plans and to answer questions.

O. Approve request from Columbus Municipal School District (Dr. Stanley K. 
Ellis) to use East Columbus Gym on May 13, 2025, from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m., to host a discussion about the school district’s Strategic Plan, school 
closures and openings, grade-span plans and to answer questions.

P. Approve request for the HR Director to advertise to fill budgeted full-time 
vacant Deputy Clerk position in the Municipal Court  Division at $15.00 per 
hour.

Q. Approve payment of Debt Service on the ESCO Project Debt in the amount of 
$37,891.38.

Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
prepared. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members present voted in favor of 
same, with a unanimous vote, 5/0.

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS:

Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
March 5, 2025, in the amount of $1,446,511.77. Council Member Mickens 
seconded the motion. CFO, Jim Brigham offered an explanation for the large 
amount, stating the docket contained some debt service payments.
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All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 5/0.

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA:

A. Mayor Gaskin thanked everyone that donated cans of soup for the March of 
the Mayor’s Soup initiative. We collected over 1,000 cans of soup and 
brought 200 boxes of canned goods back that benefited our local Helping 
Hands agency. 

Thanks to citizens who have been attending the Police Department’s Town 
Hall Safety meetings and those who have been actively involved in our 
election process.  

Council Member Jones thanked the Public Works Department and Columbus 
Light and Water Department for their assistance last night following the 
storm. We had some trees down and some power outages.  

B. Board Vacancies

Jammie Garrett, COO announced vacancies on various boards, as follows:

CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Jay Patel’s Term Expires 3/05/2025.
Appointment will be made March 5, 2025.

APPLICANT:
Jay Patel

Council Member Mickens made a motion to reappoint Jay Patel to the 
Convention & Visitors Bureau for a 3-Year Term, until March 5, 2028. 
Council Member Beard seconded the motion.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 5/0.

Board of Adjustment & Appeals of Development Codes
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Kevin Stafford’s Term Expires 3/01/2025.
Appointment will be made March 4, 2025.
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APPLICANTS:
Kevin Stafford

Council Member Beard made a motion to reappoint Kevin Stafford to the Board 
of Adjustment & Appeals of Development Code for a 1-Year Term, until March 
1, 2025. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 5/0.

TREE BOARD
3 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms
Appointment(s) will be made March 5, 2025.

APPLICANT:
Caleb Aldridge

Council Member Beard made a motion to appoint Caleb Aldridge to the Tree 
Board for a 3-Year Term, until March 5, 2028. Councilwoman Stewart seconded 
the motion.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 5/0.

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA:

Councilwoman DiCicco arrived for the meeting.

A. Ms. Nicole Shelton – RE: Columbus Police Department

Ms. Shelton came before the Mayor and Council to discuss an incident 
that occurred at her mother’s house. Three (3) Police Officers: Antonious 
Sellers, Demarco Easterwood and Captain Kennedy Meaders, were 
invited to come to the front. Ms. Shelton thanked the officers for their 
patience, professionalism, compassion and kindness with her mother. 
These officers were with her mother for a lengthy period of time and 
stayed on the scene until she arrived and until she was transported by 
emergency personnel. They treated her like family. Ms. Shelton 
presented each of the officers with a token of her appreciation for going 
beyond the call of duty to protect and serve. 

B. Mr. Edmond Green – Oak Manor Apartments
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Mr. Edmond Green participated in the meeting via ZOOM to update the 
Mayor and Council on the progress made to Oak Manor Apartments. He 
began by stating that more than 50% of the apartments are occupied with 
good tenants. Building/Inspection Official, Kenny Wiegel, was asked to 
come to the front and was asked if he thought about 50% of the 
apartments are occupied. Mr. Wiegel responded, “it doesn’t look like a lot 
of work has been completed, but new roofs have been added. 
Councilwoman Stewart remarked that she can come in the structures and 
physically view the progress, but she estimates that only 10% are 
complete. Mr. Greene stated that 10% is only eight (8) apartments and 
60% of the overall construction project is complete. Mr. Green asked the 
Mayor and Council if the City has any funding to rehab low income 
property? Mayor Gaskin answered, “No!” Mr. Green was asked what his 
expected completion date is and he responded, “he can’t answer that 
question at this time.” The Building Official asked the property owner for 
permission to come to the site and inspect. The property owner stated 
that not without his presence, but he will contact the Building Official. 

C. Dr. Stanley K. Ellis – Columbus Municipal School District 
Restructuring

Dr. Stanley K. Ellis, Columbus Municipal Schools Superintendent, came 
forward, distributed information to the Mayor and Council and presented 
a PowerPoint Presentation entailing plans for the Columbus Municipal 
School District Restructuring and Strategic Plan. Council Members asked 
questions and Dr. Ellis remarked that meetings have been scheduled to 
discuss these plans with citizens and stakeholders.

VIII. POLICY AGENDA:

A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket

JOHNNIE B. LATHAM
1220 20th Street North
CASE NUMBER:  25-0023 Property Maintenance Code Violation

The General Counsel called cause number 25-0023. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
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immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

PAUL L. / MARY M. ROLLIE
AND/OR HEIRS AT LAW
1606 21st Street South
CASE NUMBER:  25-0027         Accumulation of Rubbish and Garbage

The General Counsel called cause number 25-0027. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0

JOHNNY MCGREGORY
2103 Strawberry Street
CASE NUMBER:  25-0029 Property Code Violation

A request was made to remove this property and add it to the Blight Property 
List.

NAIS JR. / ADDIE B. AUSTIN
722 10th Avenue south
CASE NUMBER:  25-0033 Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage
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The General Counsel called cause number 25-0033.  Mr. Nais Austin Jr. 
came forth and requested an extension of time to remediate the property. His 
truck is in need of repairing and will clean the lot as soon as it is running 
again.  Code Enforcement Officer Sasha James recommended giving the 
property owner a 15-day extension to remediate the property. The property 
is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart made a 
motion to give the property owner a 15-day extension to remediate the 
property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

DAVID S. MURRAY
403 17th Street South
CASE NUMBER:  25-0036

The General Counsel called cause number 25-0036. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0

RUSSELL LEE TATE
503 23rd Street South
CASE NUMBER:  25-0038 Dilapidated Structure
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The General Counsel called cause number 25-0038. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0

CHARLES L. / PATRICIA BAGGETT
1428 6th Street North
CASE NUMBER:  25-0023 Dilapidated Structure

The General Counsel called cause number 25-0023. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has made 
substantial improvement to the conditions and recommended giving the 
property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property. The property 
is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard made a 
motion to give the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the 
property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

BARRCO PROPERTIES
c/o Kevin Howard
503 Waterworks Road
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CASE NUMBER:  25-0024 Property Maintenance Code Violation

The General Counsel called cause number 25-0023. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has made 
substantial improvement to the conditions and recommended giving the 
property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property. The property 
is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard made a 
motion to give the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the 
property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

ALBERT JETHROW
1420 5th Avenue North
CASE NUMBER:  25-0031 Property Maintenance Code Violation

The General Counsel called cause number 25-0031. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has made 
substantial improvement to the conditions and recommended giving the 
property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property. The property 
is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard made a 
motion to give the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the 
property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

CURTIS WEBBER
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624 13th Street North
CASE NUMBER:  25-0032 Property Maintenance Code Violation
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0032. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has made 
substantial improvement to the conditions and recommended giving the 
property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property. The property 
is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard made a 
motion to give the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the 
property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

HANNAH S. MCCRARY
2130 7th avenue North
CASE NUMBER:  25-0028 Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage

The General Counsel called cause number 25-0028. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has made 
substantial improvement to the conditions and recommended giving the 
property owner a 15-day extension to remediate the property. The property 
is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard made a 
motion to give the property owner a 15-day extension to remediate the 
property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

OSSIE LEE TAYLOR
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616 Peach Street
CASE NUMBER:  25-0030 Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage
The General Counsel called cause number 25-0030. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has made 
substantial improvement to the conditions and recommended giving the 
property owner a 7-day extension to remediate the property. The property is 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard made a 
motion to give the property owner a 7-day extension to remediate the 
property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

$250.00 OR LESS CASES:

Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented two (2) cases, $250.00 
or less for adjudication. Council Member Beard made a motion to accept the 
notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated 
according to statute. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

THE LIST FOLLOWS:
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B. Discuss/Approve Acceptance of the Columbus Fire and Rescue 2025 
Annual Compliance Report 

Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to accept the Columbus Fire and 
Rescue 2025 Annual Compliance Report. Chief Hughes thanked the Code 
Enforcement Officer, Director of Facilities; the COO and Grant Writer for their 
assistance in this endeavor. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

C. Discuss/Approve promotion of Landfill Equipment Operator to Heavy 
Equipment Operator

Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to promote 
Robert Thomas, Landfill Operator to Heavy Equipment Operator at $18.59 
per hour. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

D. Discuss/Approve Grant Administrator’s Assistance with the Columbus 
Redevelopment Authority in administering the T-HUD Grant at no cost.  

Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to utilize the 
assistance of the Grant Administrator, Susan Wilder, to administer a $2.2 M 
dollar grant from HUD for the Redevelopment Authority. Councilwoman 
Stewart seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

E. Discuss/Approve Memorandum of Understanding between Mississippi 
Home Corporation and the City of Columbus.

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Memorandum of 
Understanding between Mississippi Home Corporation and the City of 
Columbus. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.
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The motion carried 6/0.

THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWS:
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F. Discuss/Approve Lobbyist Contract with W. T. Consultants, not to 
exceed $72,000.00 for the 2025 Session. 

Mr. Saleem Baird, dba W. T. Consultants and Mr. W. T. Thomas, participated 
in the meeting via ZOOM and shared with the Council the funding they were 
successful in securing in 2024 and intend to continue the work in 2025. After 
hearing from W. T. Consultants, Council Member Greene made a motion to 
hire a Consultant on an “As Needed” basis.

SUBSTITUTE MOTION:
Councilwoman  Stewart made a substitute motion to renew the Lobbyist 
Contract with W. T. Consultants for 2025 at $72,000 annually. Council 
Member Jones seconded the motion. 

Council Members Stewart, Mickens, Beard and Jones voted in favor of the 
substitute motion.

Council Members DiCicco and Greene voted in opposition of the motion.

The motion carried 4/2.

G. Discuss/Approve awarding the Senator Terry Brown Amphitheater bids 
to the lowest responsive bidder.

Kevin Stafford, dba Neel-Schaffer Inc., distributed the bid tabulation and 
asked the Council how they wished to proceed. Council Member Jones 
made a motion to rebid this project. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion. Mayor Gaskin asked the Council if there were any questions. Council 
Member Beard asked about the $500,000.00 grant. Susan Wilder, Grant 
Writer came forward and remarked that the MS Arts Grant doesn’t open until 
July. The CFO remarked that he does not suggest using reserve funds to 
pay for this project, which will nearly deplete the Capital Improvement Funds. 
The CFO also stated that he does not recommend borrowing the funds. 

SUBSTITUTE MOTION
Council Member Greene made a motion to reject the bids and move forward 
with the $1M that we have. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion.

2ND SUBSTITUTE MOTION
Council Member Mickens made a motion to table this matter until a 
committee is formed, so that the Committee and all stakeholders can discuss 
further. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion. 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.
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The motion carried 6/0.

Kevin Stafford remarked that if we begin using the Amphitheatre today for 
local events. We could bring in Port-A-Johns and attendees can bring chairs 
for seating. 

BID TABULATION FOLLOWS:
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H. Discuss/Approve adding $1.1M in Use Tax Funds to 2nd Round of City 
Paving and Approve to Advertise for Bids.

Council Member Greene made a motion to add $1.1M in Use Tax Funds for 
the  2nd Round of City Paving and approve to advertise for Bids. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Council Member 
Beard, who opposed.
 
The motion carried 5/1.

I. Discuss/Approve Alexandria Lot in the amount of $70,000

Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to table this request. 

SUBSTITUTE MOTION
Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the request to pave 
Alexandria Lot in the amount of $70,000. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded 
the motion. The $70,000 for this project will come from the proceeds from the 
Surplus Auction. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, with the exception of 
Councilwoman Stewart, who opposed.

The motion carried 5/1.

J. Discuss/Approve paving Propst Park Pickleball Courts Parking Lot, in 
the amount of $13,000. 

Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to pave 
Propst Park Pickleball Courts Parking Lot, in the amount of $13,000. Council 
Member Greene seconded the motion. CFO Brigham  remarked that he 
should be able to find $13,000 out of Special Projects.  

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.
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ADJOURNMENT:
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, the Mayor announced that the meeting was 

ADJOURNED.

 Approved by: 
   Keith Gaskin, Mayor        James “Jim” Brigham     

  CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk
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February 27, 2025

WORK SESSION AND
SPECIAL CALLED MEETING OF

THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS

FEBRUARY 27, 2025

The Mayor and City Council met in Special Session on Thursday, February 27, 2025 at 
10:30 a.m. in the Court Chambers of City Hall, 2nd Floor, 523 Main Street. Mayor Keith 
Gaskin presided over the meeting and all Council Members were present, except 
Council Members Mickens and Greene. Also present were the COO, CFO, General 
Counsel, Police Chief, the H R Director and various Department Heads

A. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called upon George Irby to give 
the Invocation.

B. PAVING UPDATE

Kevin Stafford, dba Neel-Schaffer, Inc., updated the Mayor and Council on Street 
Paving, stating that the contractors are nearly finished in all Wards and are going 
back and striping. Mr. Stafford also discussed using some of the Use Tax funds 
for other streets. $450,000 is needed to finish Military Road and another 
$100,000 is needed to finish 18th Avenue North. The Parking Lot behind J. 
Broussard’s can be complete before Market Street. Cost between $62,000 - 
$70,000.

C. SENATOR TERRY BROWN AMPHITHEATRE BIDS

Kevin Stafford remarked that two (2) bids were received and they were under or 
around what was expected; however, no vendor bid the entire project. The Mayor 
and Council discussed funding for this project and Mayor Gaskin cautioned using 
funds in the Capital Project Funds for this project.   

 
D. COLUMBUS REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY – Federal Grant 

Administration
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General Counsel Turnage requested approval of offering Ms. Susan Wilder’s 
assistance with this $2M grant. 

E. J. M. TROTTER CONVENTION CENTER RENOVATIONS – Change Order

Mrs. Rogena Bonner, Director of the Trotter Convention Center, Lindsey Cook, 
Contractor dba Cook Development, LLC, and Bill Whittle, Architect, came before 
the Mayor and Council regarding a Change Order involving flooring, replacing of 
plumbing fixtures, ceiling repair, stair risers, counter skirts, and painting, all 
totaling $35,45,538.50. Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the 
Change Order. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 4/0.

F. MISSISSIPPI HOME CORPORATION MOU

The Mayor and Council discussed the Memorandum of Understanding between 
Mississippi Home Corporation and the City of Columbus and will add it to the 
Regular Agenda of the Mayor and Council for March 4, 2025.

G. W. T. Consultants – Professional Services Contract

Mr. Saleem Baird participated in the meeting via ZOOM and remarked that he 
would be in attendance at the March 4, 2025 meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT:
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor and 

City Council. There being none, the Mayor announced that the meeting was 

ADJOURNED. 

 Approved by: 
   Keith Gaskin, Mayor        James “Jim” Brigham     

  CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk
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CITY OF COLUMBUS
POST OFFICE BOX 1408

COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 39703

MAYOR
    KEITH GASKIN.

CITY COUNCIL
ETHEL STEWART
JOSEPH W. MICKENS, SR.
RUSSELL GREENE
PIERRE D. BEARD, SR.
STEPHEN JONES
JACQUELINE DICICCO

CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER
      JAMMIE GARRETT

CFO/SECRETARY-TREASURER
      JAMES “Jim” BRIGHAM

POLICE CHIEF 
JOSEPH M. DAUGHTRY, SR.

FIRE CHIEF
DUANE HUGHES

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR
       PATRICIA S. MITCHELL

PT DIRECTOR OF PLANNING &      
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
       GEORGE IRBY

March 12, 2025

Mayor Keith Gaskin and
Members of the City Council
City of Columbus, MS

Dear Mayor and Council Members:

I request permission to advertise for Legal Advertising Bids pursuant to 
Section 21-39-3 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as Annotated.

The notice is attached for your review.

Sincerely,

/s/ Patricia Mitchell

Patricia Mitchell

Attachment



NOTICE

NOTICE OF INTENT OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI TO ACCEPT 
SEALED BIDS FOR THE PUBLICATION IN A QUALIFIED NEWSPAPER OF 
PROCEEDINGS, ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENTS, AND OTHER REQUIRED NOTICES OF THE CITY OF 
COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, PURSUANT TO SECTION 21-39-3 OF THE MISSISSIPPI 
CODE OF 1972, AS ANNOTATED.

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City until THURSDAY, 

APRIL 10, 2025, AT 2:00 P.M. for the following:

SPECIFICATIONS

Publication of proceedings, ordinances, resolutions, announcements, legal 

advertisements, and other required notices of the City of Columbus, Mississippi, pursuant to 

Section 21-39-3 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as annotated.

The price should not exceed the rates allowed by law. All bidding newspapers must 

qualify under Section 13-3-31 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as annotated.

Bids must be mailed to the City of Columbus, P. O. Box 1408, Columbus, MS  39703, or 

delivered to City Hall (upstairs), 523 Main Street. Bids may be submitted prior to the bid 

opening date or must be received by   2:00 P.M., THURSDAY, APRIL 10, 2025. “SEALED 

BID FOR PUBLICATION OF LEGAL NOTICES TO BE OPENED AT 2:00 P.M. ON 

APRIL 10, 2025 must be clearly marked on the outside of the bid envelope. Failure to comply 

with these requirements will cause the bid to be disqualified.

The City of Columbus, Mississippi reserves the right to accept or reject any and all bids 

received.

By order of the Mayor and City Council of Columbus, Mississippi.













March 6, 2025

To whom it may concern:

Please accept my letter of resignation from my position as laborer with 
Public Works Department, effectively March 6, 2025. 

Thank you.

Jimmie Weatherspoon





































































 

MONTHLY REPORT * February, 2025 

Building Inspection Department 

 

EMPLOYEES:     1 Director     1 Director in Training 

2 Combination Inspectors     1 Office Manager     1 Permit Tech     0 Vacancies 

 
PERMITS ISSUED FEES COLLECTED 

 February $9,264.00 
 FY2025 to date $39,804.50 

Building:  

New Residential/Additions 0/1 Other Permits: 

New Commercial/Additions 0/1 Privilege Licenses: FY: 82 Jan: 18 

Remodels or Repairs 10 Electrical 30 

Demolition 1 Mechanical 12 

Accessory Structures 1 Plumbing/Gas 34 

Move Structure 0 Public Utility 2 

 

  Inspections: 174 

 
BOARD MEETINGS 

Historic Preservation Commission  2 cases heard - 1 tabled; 1 approved 

Planning Commission  1 case heard and denied 

Zoning Board of Adjustments & Appeals 0 applications - no meeting 

 
 
Presently, the Building Inspection Department is reviewing plans, issuing permits, or making inspections for 

the following:  (List is exclusive of permits for demolitions and minor repairs, e.g. roofing, fencing, signs, sheds, etc) 

 
Receipt Property Owner: Property Address: Description of Work:  
22635 Dismuke Development LLC 1911 Bell Avenue New single-family residence 

22636 Dismuke Development LLC 1915 Bell Avenue New single-family residence 

22657 Corridor Gardens Intown LLC 901 11th Street South Renovate apartment complex 

22687 Catherine Van Asselt 408 Lane Road New single-family residence 

22701 Columbus Municipal Sch Dist 924 20th Street North Renovate Hunt School 

22706 ALK Properties LLC 225 5th Street North Remodel historic home 

22759 Columbus Muni School District 175 Highway 373 Reroof Columbus Middle School 

22760 Columbus Muni School District 2217 7th Street North Reroof Cook Elementary 

22761 Columbus Muni School District 810 North Browder Street Reroof McKellar Vocational Center 

22841 Military Express Inc 2212 Military Road New gas station/c-store 

22885 William Ferguson 66 Margie Lane New single-family residence 

22887 Apex Ammunition LLC 549 Yorkville Park Square Remodel interior for new owner 

22943 Renaissance Project LLC 206 8th Avenue South New single-family residence 

22944 Renaissance Project LLC 210 8th Avenue South New single-family residence 

22974 Lillian Kay Cole 176 Carr Road New single-family residence 



 

Monthly Report - February 2025 

Building Inspection 

Page 2 

 

Receipt Property Owner: Property Address: Description of Work:  
22992 Angela & Darrell Tate 381 Ponderosa Drive New single-family residence 

22993 First Christian Church 811 North McCrary Road New metal building 

22998 Laura J Chalmers 110/112 4th Street South Renovations to restaurant 

22999 Mutual Credit Union 108 Alabama Street New credit union 

23034 BankFirst Financial Services 903 College Street Remodel and addition to offices 

23042 RES Real Estate LLC 1624 Highway 69 South New single-family residence 

23049 Dismuke Development Group 519 10th Avenue South New single-family residence 

23069 Lyon and Shelby Brown 294 Briarbend Drive New single-family residence 

23070 Marcus McCarter 297 Lane Road New single-family residence 

23080 Dismuke Development Group 523 10th Avenue South New single-family residence 

23086 Columbus-Lowndes Airport 368 Fabritek Drive New airplane hangar 

23088 Dismuke Development Group 230 Taylor Street New single-family residence 

23097 Linda and Thomas Sneed 640 Edinborough Drive New single-family residence 

23102 Kimberly and Mark Hollis 407 17th Street North New single-family residence 

23113 Dana and James Spainhour 619 Edinborough Drive New single-family residence 

23114 JBR Real Estate LLC 154 Cooper Road New metal shop buiding 

23116 La Familia Grocery LLC 801 Highway 45 North Restaurant addition to store 

23127 Habitat for Humanity 2007 College Street New single-family residence 

23133 The Gym LLC 471 Wilkins-Wise Road Addition to business 

23138 Daniel J Schmitt 160 Rosedale Drive New single-family residence 

23139 Loril and Gregory Crosswhite 138 Rosedale Drive New single-family residence 

23140 Dismukes Development LLC 1766 Highway 69 South New single-family residence 

23150 Ronnie Colvin 2002 14th Avenue North New BBQ take-out restaurant 

23155 Colin Krieger 803 5th Avenue North Addition to bathroom 

23158 AimPoint LLC 67 Annandale Drive New single-family residence 

23159 AimPoint LLC 77 Annandale Drive New single-family residence 

23161 Lindsay and Joshua Clemons 320 Park Creek Drive New law offices 

 

 

 

BUILDING INSPECTION DEPT  

/s/ Kenneth Wiegel, Director  































HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

Monthly Report for
FEBRUARY 2025

Received (38) applications for employment; 
(30) on-line and (8) in-person

Hired (1) Property & Evidence Technician
Hired (1) Police Officer

Completed New Employee Orientation for new employees and distributed Employee 
Handbooks, added employees to City’s health, dental and voluntary insurance plans.
Two (2) employees terminated in February

EMPLOYEES BY DEPARTMENT
FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION (10 FT) (12 PT) INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY – (1)
CRIME LAB (2) POLICE DEPARTMENT (43) FT Officers, 

including command staff (certified & non-
certified); (7) Reserve Officers, (10) Civilians

MUNICIPAL COURT (11) FIRE & RESCUE – (61) Certified & (1) Civilian
BUILDING INSPECTION (5) FT (1) PT CODE ENFORCEMENT (2)
PUBLIC WORKS (49) + (3) PT CONVENTION CENTER (3) FT & (2) PT
CARE AND MAINTENANCE – (1) FT OFFICE OF PLANNING (1) FT & (1) PT
COMMUNITY OUTREACH (1) FT GARAGE – (9)
RECREATION DEPARTMENT (9) FT & (3) PT & 
(2) 30 HRS. PER WEEK

RUBBISH LANDFILL (3)

253 TOTAL EMPLOYEES as of 2/28/2025
Completed Employee 1095-C Tax Forms and filed with the IRS.
HELD PERS AND DEFERRED COMP WORKSHOP ON MARCH 6.

DEPARTMENT HEADS COMPLIANT TRAINING IS SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 25, 2025 @ 9:00 A.M.

COMPLETED PHASE I OF SURPLUS AUCTION

Ordered Tags and Titles for new Fire Truck and new PD and PW vehicles.

PREPARED MONTHLY REPORT FOR VICTIMS ADVOCATE COORDINATOR – Dorothy Sanders

Worked on FMLA Policy Revision in Employee Handbook for Council Approval AND worked 
on other Handbook revisions.
The City currently has three (3) employees on Family Medical Leave.
MINUTES OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL Transcribed and typed minutes for two (2) Regular 

Council Meetings AND (2) Special meetings.
Submitted by: Patricia Mitchell, /s/ Patricia Mitchell

March 12, 2025



 
GARAGE – FEBRUARY 2025 MONTHLY REPORT 

 
 
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

YEAR/MAKE/MODEL 

DATE  

SERVICED 

NOTES 

13-05 02/04/2025 REPLACED O2 SENSOR 

17-01 02/04/2025 REPLACED FUEL TANK SENDER ASSY 

18-06 02/05/2025 LUBE, OIL, FILTER 

17-02 02/05/2025 REPAIR A/C CONNECTOR  

17-02 02/05/2025 1 RIM REPLACEMENT  

17-01 02/10/2025 TEST DROVE, NOTHING FOUND WORKING AS DESIGNATED 

13-05 02/10/2025 1 FLAT  

17-03 02/10/2025 4 NEW TIRES 

17-03 02/10/2025 R&R FRONT PAD AND ROTOR, R&R REAR PAD AND ROTOR, REPAIR SPOTLIGHT 

CAMRY 02/11/2025 1 NEW TIRE 

18-06 02/10/2025 REPLACED WATER PUMP 

18-07 02/11/2025 REMOVE UNDER COVER DUE TO DAMAGE  

18-08 02/18/2025 CALL OUT, STARTER BAD, REPLACED STARTER 

17-03 02/18/2025 ADJUST GEAR RANGE, CHECK FLUIDS  

14-09 02/18/2025 FUEL PUMP 

13-05 02/19/2025 PULLED TRANSMISSION  

14-09 02/19/2025 REPLACED RADIATOR 

14-09 02/20/2025 CHANGE OIL  AND FILTER 

15-05 02/20/2025 REPLACED LATERAL LINK, VALVE COVER GASKET, OIL COOLER 

13-03 02/20/2025 1 NEW TIRE 

CAMRYS 02/25/2025 12 NEW TIRES (3 SILVER  CAMRYS) 

18-02 02/25/2025 REPLACED WATER PUMP 

CAMRYS 02/26/2025 12 NEW TIRES (3 WHITE CAMRYS) 



PUBLIC WORKS 

YEAR/MAKE/MODEL 

DATE  

SERVICED 

NOTES 

14 02/03/2025 1 NEW WATER FILTER, OLD ONE BUSTED  

105 02/04/2025 REINSTALL REAR VIEW MIRROR 

997 02/05/2025 1 FLAT 

STIHL FS 240 JOE#53 02/05/2025 HEAD REPLACEMENT  

EXMARK LAZER Z X 

SERIES QUE#107 

02/06/2025 FULL SERVICE  

EXMARK LAZER Z X 

SERIES MIKE#112 

02/06/2025 FULL SERVICE  

STIHL MS 170 CHAINSAW 

#6KENNY LANG 

02/06/2025 BAR AND CHAIN REPLACEMENT  

111 02/10/2025 TRACTOR PROTECTION VALVE 

967 02/10/2025 PERFORM COOLANT TEST, COOLANT HOSE LEAKING FROM RESERVOIR TO WATER 

PUMP, REPLACED COOLANT HOSE 

FERRIS IS3200Z MARK#101 02/11/2025 FULL SERVICE  

333 02/11/2025 2 NEW TIRES  

EXMARK LAZER Z E 

SERIES E COLEMAN#102 

02/11/2025 FULL SERVICE  

10 02/11/2025 LUBE, OIL, AND FILTER  

101 02/12/2025 1 NEW TIRE, I FLAT  

963 02/12/2025 R&R ALTENATOR, CHECK CHANGE SYSTEM 

EXMARK LAZER Z E 

SERIES MARK J 

02/12/2025 FULL SERVICE  

EXMARK LAZER Z X 

SERIES DELL#113 

02/13/2025 FULL SERVICE  

850 02/19/2025 1 NEW ALTENATOR, 2 NEW FUSES FOR RADIO AND SWAPPED RADIO FACE  

15 02/20/2025 4 NEW TIRES  

27 02/20/2025 2 FLATS  

950 0/20/2025 R&R HEATER HOUSE, R&R WATER PUMP 

19 02/24/2025 1 NEW TIRE 

963 02/24/2025 REPLACED RELAY AND TURN SIGNAL BULBS 

1000 02/24/2025 NEW HYDRAULIC HOSE, OPEN AND CLOSE THUMB 

997 02/25/2025 2 NEW HYDRAULIC HOSES, 2 NEW HOLD DOWNS, BLEW OUT RADIATOR 

STIHL FS 240 KENNY 

LANG #21 

`02/26/2025 CARBURETOR AND IGNITION COIL REPLACEMENT 

BLUE TRUCK 02/26/2025 R&R FRONT PAD AND ROTOR, R&R REAR BRAKE PAD  

12 02/26/2025 NEW HYDRAULIC HOSE ON BOOM ARM INSIDE COVER, ADJUST BRAKES  

990 02/27/2025 1 FLAT  



333 02/27/2025 POWER STEERING HOSE  

 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT  

YEAR/MAKE/MODEL 

DATE  

SERVICED 

NOTES 

31 02/04/2025 2 NEW BATTERIES  

19 02/11/2025 2 NEW TIRES 

1 02/25/2025 R&R WATER PUMP, R&R THEROMSTAT, R&R RADIATOR, CHANGE OIL AND FILTER  

ENGINE 21 02/27/2025 2 NEW CAB CYLINDERS 

ENGINE 22 02/27/2025 SWITCHED RELAYS TO POWER EMERGENCY LIGHTS 

 

 

PARK/RECREATION  

YEAR/MAKE/MODEL 

DATE  

SERVICED 

NOTES 

MR. KELLY #K2 EXMARK 

LAZERZ X SERIES 

02/03/2025 FULL SERVICE, OIL CHANGE, FUEL FILTER, BLADES, AIR FILTER, SPARK PLUGS 

MR. KELLY #K1 EXMARK 

LAZER Z X SERIES   
02/03/2025  FULL SERVICE OIL CHANGE, FUEL FILTER, BLADES, AIR FILTER, SPARK PLUGS, BRAKE 

ADJUSTMENT 
2014 CHEVY TAHOE 02/06/2025 REPLACE FRONT AND REAR BRAKE PADS 

5 02/06/2025 R&R CRANKSHAFT SENSOR, R&R CAMSHAFT SENSOR 

STIHL BR430 BLOWER 

BILL-TROTTER 

02/06/2025 CARBURETOR REPLACEMENT  

19 02/12/2025 4 NEW TIRES 

13 02/18/2025 R&R BRAKE CYLINDER AND BRAKE PAD 

   



MONTHLY REPORTING FOR FEBRUARY 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

CASE NO. VIOLATION ADDRESS VIOLATION(S) START DATE STATUS 

WARD 1     

     

25-0033 722 10th Avenue South Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage 02/06/2025 OPEN 

25-0034 1809 3rd Avenue South Property Maintenance Code Violation 02/06/2025 OPEN 

25-0035 1702 3rd Avenue South Property Maintenance Code Violation 02/06/2025 OPEN 

25-0036 403 17th Street South Property Maintenance Code Violation 02/06/2025 OPEN 

Code Enforcement Division

Monthly Report

FEBRUARY 2025

TOTAL CLOSED IN PROGRESS

WARD 1 17 1 16

WARD 2 0 0 0

WARD 3 1 0 1

WARD 4 11 1 10

WARD 5 11 5 6

WARD 6 0 0 0

TOTAL 40 7 33
For the month of February the following cases were addressed:

Ward 1   17 Ward 4 11

Ward 2 0 Ward 5 11

Ward 3 1 Ward 6 0

40    TOTAL ADDRESSED

Sasha James, CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER



25-0037 2316 Washington Avenue Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage 
(Remediated) 

02/06/2025 CLOSED 

25-0038 503 23rd Street South Dilapidated Structure 02/06/2025 OPEN 

25-0043 1920 Washington Avenue Property Maintenance Code Violation 02/13/2025 OPEN 

25-0044 1919 Washington Avenue (1919-
1925 

Property Maintenance Code Violation 02/13/2025 OPEN 

25-0045 1815 3rd Avenue South Property Maintenance Code Violation 02/13/2025 OPEN 

25-0046 1804 3rd Avenue South Property Maintenance Code Violation 02/13/2025 OPEN 

25-0047 410 17th Street South Property Maintenance Code Violation 02/13/2025 OPEN 

25-0050 1601 5th Avenue South Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage 02/20/2025 OPEN 

25-0054 1901 Bell Avenue Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage 02/20/2025 OPEN 

25-0055 1604 5th Avenue South Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage 02/20/2025 OPEN 

25-0058 5th Avenue South Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage 02/20/2025 OPEN 

25-0059 15 Pandora Drive Accumulation- Rubbish & Garbage 02/20/2025 OPEN 

$250 OR 
LESS LOTS 

    

25-0053 2208 10th Avenue South Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage 
Work Order Sent To Public Works 

02/20/2025 OPEN 

     

WARD 2     

     

 NO ABATEMENT 
CASES TO REPORT 

   

     

 NO $250 OR LESS 
CASES TO REPORT 

   

     

WARD 3     

     

25-0057 111 Mason Street Burned Structure 02/20/2025 OPEN 

     

 NO $250 OR LESS 
CASES TO REPORT 

   

     

WARD 4     

     

25-0022 1220 20th Street North Property Maintenance Code Violation 02/03/2025 OPEN 

25-0024 503 Waterworks Road Property Maintenance Code Violation 02/03/2025 OPEN 

25-0027 1606 21st Street North Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage 02/06/2025 OPEN 

25-0028 2130 7th Avenue North Accumulation—Rubbish & Garbage 02/06/2025 OPEN 

25-0029 2103 Strawberry Street Property Maintenance Code Violation 02/06/2025 OPEN 

25-0030 616 Peach Street Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage 02/06/2025 OPEN 

25-0049 512 19th Street North Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage 02/20/2025 OPEN 

25-0052 507 27th Street North Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage 02/20/2025 OPEN 

25-0060 2423 6th Avenue North Property Maintenance Code Violation 02/20/2025 OPEN 

$250 OR 
LESS LOTS 

    

25-0040 1516 21st Street North Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage 
Property Remediated 

02/10/2025 CLOSED 

25-0056 2201 3rd Avenue North Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage 
Work Order Sent To Public Works 

02/20/2025 OPEN 



     

WARD 5     

     

25-0023 1428 6th Street North Dilapidated Structure 02/03/2025 OPEN 

25-0025 710 18th Street North (710-720) Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage 02/04/2025 CLOSED 

25-0026 407 11th Street North Property Maintenance Code Violation 02/05/2025 CLOSED 

25-0031 1420 5th Avenue North Property Maintenance Code Violation 02/06/2025 OPEN 

25-0032 624 13th Street North Property Maintenance Code Violation 02/06/2025 OPEN 

25-0042 1219 Military Road Closing of Vacant Structures 02/12/2025 CLOSED 

25-0051 817 17th Street North Property Maintenance Code Violation 02/20/2025 OPEN 

25-0061 710 18th Street North (710-720) Property Maintenance Code Violation 02/20/2025 OPEN 

$250 OR 
LESS LOTS 

    

25-0021 909 10th Street North Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage 
Work Order Sent To Public Works 

02/03/2025 OPEN 

25-0039 911 20th Street North Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage 
Property Remediated 

02/10/2025 CLOSED 

25-0041 511 Edgewood Drive Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage 
Property Remediated 

02/10/2025 CLOSED 

     

WARD 6     

     

 NO ABATEMENT 
CASES TO REPORT 

   

     

 NO $250 OR LESS 
CASES TO REPORT 

   

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FEBRUARY 2025 GRANTED EXTENSION STATUS REPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

****************************************************** 

 

FEBRUARY 2025 INVOICES- 

NONE TO REPORT 

 

******************************************************  

 

FEBRUARY 2025 TAGGED VEHICLES- 

 NONE TO REPORT 

 

****************************************************** 

 

ADDRESS VIOLATION DATE HEARD 
BY COUNCIL 

GRANTED 
EXTENSION 

STATUS 

     

415 15th Street South Rubbish & 
Garbage 
(Tires) 

February 4, 2025 10 days Extension Expired 
Ended 02/15/2025. 
IN COMPLIANCE 

301 S. Pickensville Road PMCV February 18, 2025 45 days Extension still active. 
Ends  04/05/2025 

1315 7th Avenue North PMCV February 18, 2025 45 days Extension still active. 
Ends 04/05/2025. 

     



CITY OF COLUMBUS CODE ENFORCEMENT 
 

STATUS REPORT 
February 28, 2025 

(Lots) State Lots Highlighted in Red 
   

2024     

Case No. Owner Violation Address Property Type Date Sent to Public Works 

 23-0655-1009 Community Stabilization 
Group 

98 Luxapalila Drive Lot 01/10/2024 

 24-0002-1010 RRM Properties LLC Military Road Lot 01/11/2024 

 24-0005-1011 Otis and Callie Williams 146 9th Avenue North Lot 01/11/2024 

 24-0017-1012 Grandview Investments LLC 610 Alabama Street Lot 01/22/2024 

 24-0019-1013 Roosevelt Dismuke 1317 6th Street  South Lot 01/29/2024 

 24-0028-1014 Premium Investment 
Properties Inc. 

610 22nd Street North Lot 02/06/2024 

 24-0030-1015 Eddie Will Shelton Jr 2423 6th Avenue North Lot 02/06/2024 

 24-0031-1016 Hatcher Invest Prop LLC 207 Byrnes Circle Lot 02/06/2024 

 24-0035-1017 Robert and Kristie Jones 8th Avenue North Lot 02/08/2024 

24-0046-1018 Geo and Arthur Flournoy 5th Avenue North Lot 02/15/2024 

24-0047-1019 Arthur and Linda Harper 9th Avenue North Lot 02/15/2024 

24-0063-1020 Annie Sykes 905 17th St North Lot 03/14/2024 

24-0072-1021 Dismuke Development 1319 9th Avenue North Lot 03/21/2024 

24-0074-1022 Curtis Webber 624 13th Street North Lot 03/26/2024 

24-0086-1024 Janet Lee Morris 920 Waterworks Road Lot 04/03/2024 

23-0395-1025 S & R Property CO LLC 511 20th Street North Lot 04/03/2024 

24-0087-1026 Julia Brown Life Estate 625 Military Road Lot 04/03/2024 

22-0275-1027 Cross Regional Funding LP 1104 3rd Avenue North Lot 04/04/2024 

23-0518-1030 Patricia Park/ Audrey Avery 1201 10th Avenue North Lot 04/18/2024 

24-0121-1035 Jesse Thornock 1408 5th Ave North Lot 05/02/2024 

23-0168-1036 Margaret Powell 1508 8th Ave North Lot 05/02/2024 

23-0153-1037 Osie Brown Davenport 1301 8th Ave North Lot 05/02/2024 

23-0156-1038 Phillip Brown c/o Osie 
Davenport 

1302 8th Ave North Lot 05/02/2024 

24-0130-1039 Rosell and Charlie Hairston 1015 4th Ave North Lot 05/02/2024 

23-0170-1040 William Beckon 702 14th St North Lot 05/02/2024 

24-0133-1041 MS STATE OF/TAX SALE 
SEC STATE OF/PUBLIC LANDS 

302 19th St. South Lot 05/02/2024 

24-0135-1042 MS STATE OF/TAX SALE 
SEC STATE OF/PUBLIC LANDS 

2125 7th Ave North Lot 05/02/2024 

24-0131-1043 MS STATE OF/TAX SALE 
SEC STATE OF/PUBLIC LANDS 

817 10th Ave South Lot 05/02/2024 

24-0145-1044 Diane Degraffenreid Pear Street Lot 05/07/2024 

23-0234-1045 Maggie Williams Estate c/o 
Ollie Lester 

510 Pear Street  Lot  05/07/2024 



CITY OF COLUMBUS CODE ENFORCEMENT 
 

STATUS REPORT 
February 28, 2025 

(Lots) State Lots Highlighted in Red 
   

Case No. Owner Violation Address Property Type Date Sent to Public Works 

22-0131-1046 Willie Davis 149 Beech Street Lot  05/07/2024 

24-0145-1044 Diane Degraffenreid Pear Street Lot 05/07/2024 

23-0234-1045 Maggie Williams Estate c/o 
Ollie Lester 

510 Pear Street  Lot  05/07/2024 

22-0131-1046 Willie Davis 149 Beech Street Lot  05/07/2024 

23-0412-1047 George Woodrick Plum Street Lot 05/07/2024 

24-0142-1048 Constance Essence 133 Maple Street Lot 05/07/2024 

23-0531-1049 Emma and Roy Watson 15th Street South Lot 05/07/2024 

23-0442-1050  Gloria Jean Barnes Sutton 1219 19th Street North Lot 05/15/2024 

23-0194-1051 Robert James 22nd Street South Lot 05/15/2024 

23-0613-1052 Sammie Roland 402 19th Street South Lot 05/15/2024 

23-0359-1053 George Martin 1402 17th Avenue North Lot 05/15/2024 

24-0140-1054 Moore Real and Moore Real 1501 20th Street North Lot 05/15/2024 

24-0160-1055 BH Properties LLC 1915 15th Avenue North Lot 05/15/2024 

24-0156-1056 Walter and Ethel James 22nd Street South Lot 05/15/2024 

24-0154-1057 Charlie Gordon 22nd Street South Lot 05/15/2024 

24-0159-1058 Justice Sharp 202 Springdale Drive Lot 05/15/2024 

23-0544-1059 Will and Pearlie Shaw 4th Street South Lot 05/15/2024 

24-0028-1060 Premium Investment 
Properties Inc. 

610 22nd Street North Lot 05/15/2024 

22-0343-1061 Eddie and Evelyn Blunt Ponderosa Drive Lot 05/15/2024 

23-0500-1062 Mark Cockrell 4th Avenue South Lot 05/15/2024 

23-0387-1063 Eric Green 705 15th Street North Lot 05/15/2024 

24-0173-1065 John Barron 217 19th Street South Lot  05/16/2024 

23-0235-1066 Curtis Neal Apple Street Lot 05/16/2024 

24-0103-1068 Jodie Napier 71 Pandora Drive  Lot 05/28/2024 

24-0110-1069 Robert Raymond 6th Street North Lot 05/28/2024 

24-0111-1070 Essie Ames C/o L Woodfork 12th Avenue South Lot 05/28/2024 

24-0114-1071 Patricia Richardson 415 13th Street North Lot 05/28/2024 

24-0116-1072 Aaron Anderson 1401 4th Avenue North Lot 05/28/2024 

24-0122-1075 M34L Studio LLC 301 Forrest Boulevard Lot 05/28/2024 

23-0448-1076 Richard Rucker 1118 18th Street North Lot 05/30/2024 

24-0158-1077 Genesis Real Estate of 
Columbus LLC 

1105 9th Avenue North Lot 05/30/2024 

24-0127-1078 PBA 12075 TRUST 724 19th Street North Lot 06/05/2024 

24-0129-1080 Tarvaris Vaughn 1301 7th Avenue North Lot 06/05/2024 

     

     



CITY OF COLUMBUS CODE ENFORCEMENT 
 

STATUS REPORT 
February 28, 2025 

(Lots) State Lots Highlighted in Red 
   

Case No. Owner Violation Address Property Type Date Sent to Public Works 

24-0136-1083 MS STATE OF/TAX SALE 
SEC STATE OF/PUBLIC LANDS 

2211 7th Avenue North Lot 06/05/2024 

24-0149-1084 Alvin Comer 401 6th Street South Lot 06/05/2024 

24-0171-1085 Cameron, Joshua & Cody 
Jones 

Chandler Road Lot 06/05/2024 

24-0174-1086 Christine Hollis 407 17th Street North Lot 06/05/2024 

23-0005-1091 Willie Robinson Janitorial 
Specialist 

Cherry Street Lot 06/06/2024 

24-0182-1092 Demetrius Bennett Cherry Street Lot 06/06/2024 

24-0183-1093 Jeffrey Carter 1425 7th Street South Lot 06/06/2024 

24-0184-1095 Jeffrey Carter 701 15th Avenue South Lot 06/06/2024 

24-0190-1096 CT Rental Properties LLC 1121 15th Street North Lot 06/06/2024 

24-0148-1101 Jimmie Perkins 707 Industrial Street Lot 06/19/2024 

23-0431-1104 Floyd Wells 1329 21st  Street North Lot  06/20/2024 

23-0350-1105 Ivan Luckett 1411 Schoolhouse Ave Lot 06/20/2024 

22-0275-1106 Cross Regional Funding LP 1104 3rd Avenue North Lot 06/20/2024 

24-0208-1107 Hettie Easley 729 Cypress Street Lot 06/27/2024 

24-0209-1108 Sharon Valentine 621 10th Street North Lot 06/27/2024 

23-0625-1109 Toney Hill 135 Poplar Street Lot 07/01/2024 

23-0238-1112 John Jr and Gennette 
Robinson 

919 11th Ave South Lot 07/01/2024 

22-0348-1113 PM 40 Investment Group LLC 100 21st Street South Lot 07/02/2024 

24-0195-1115 Eddie W. Shelton Jr. 1220 Ash Street  Lot 07/03/2024 

23-0118-1116 JD Jean Best Estate 1002 Bennett Avenue Lot 07/10/2024 

23-0490-1117 Jerry Ivy 240 Florence Street Lot 07/10/2024 

23-0334-1118 Kenya Harvey /Rico Harris 105 Taylor Street Lot 07/10/2024 

24-0218-1119 Rosemary Lamar 503 5th Street South Lot 07/10/2024 

24-0219-1120 Joseph Beckwith 829 6th Street South Lot 07/10/2024 

24-0227-1121 Thomas Alexander 1616 22nd Street North Lot 07/23/2024 

24-0225-1122 Devin Blackstock 1206 11th Avenue North Lot 07/30/2024 

23-0531-1123 Emma and Roy Watson 15th Street South Lot 07/30/2024 

22-0179-1124 Belvin Duck 1903 Bell Avenue Lot 07/30/2024 

23-0599-1125 Jimmy Staples 322 Wynhurst Ct Lot 07/30/2024 

23-0328-1126 Lucketa Griffin 1606 Bell Avenue Lot 07/30/2024 

23-0478-1127 John Thompson 301 21st Street North  Lot 07/31/2024 

23-0592-1128 Albert Lee Hayden Jr 914 13th Street Noth Lot 07/31/2024 

23-0321-1129 Connie Jones 4th Avenue North Lot 07/31/2024 

23-0063-1136 Ethel Hatton 607 18th Street North Lot 08/29/2024 

     



CITY OF COLUMBUS CODE ENFORCEMENT 
 

STATUS REPORT 
February 28, 2025 

(Lots) State Lots Highlighted in Red 
   

Case No. Owner Violation Address Property Type Date Sent to Public Works 

23-0326-1139 KO Properties LLC 217 Byrnes Circle Lot 08/29/2024 

24-0257-1140 David Murray 403 17th Street South Lot 08/29/2024 

24-0260-1142 Eddie W Shelton Jr. 517 19th Street North Lot 08/29/2024 

24-0235-1143 MS State Tax Sale c/o  Sec of 
State Public Lands 

5th Avenue North Lot 09/09/2024 

23-0153-1146 Osie Brown Davenport 1301 8th Avenue North Lot 09/11/2024 

23-0156-1148 Phillip Brown Jr. 1302 8th Avenue North Lot 09/11/2024 

23-0182-1149 Hattie Colvin 1305 9th Avenue North Lot 09/11/2024 

24-0267-1150 Kamal Karriem d/b/a/ Isaiah 
61 Ministries 

804 15th Street North Lot 09/11/2024 

24-0266-1151 Raven Porter 1922 4th Avenue South Lot 09/11/2024 

23-0391-1152 Lula Williams c/o Morris 
Hendeson 

823 Railroad Street Lot 09/12/2024 

22-0343-1153 Eddie Jr and Evelyn Blunt Ponderosa Drive Lot 09/18/2024 

24-0273-1154 Karl and Karlotta Douglas 142 Pandora Drive Lot 09/18/2024 

24-0276-1156 DB Properties I LLC 1301 20th St N (#1909) Lot 09/18/2024 

24-0116-1158 Aaron Anderson 1401 4th Avenue North Lot 09/26/2024 

24-0292-1159 David and Mona Sanders 1309 4th Avenue North Lot 09/26/2024 

24-0284-1160 Dr John Robinson Jr 1111 5th Avenue North Lot 09/26/2024 

24-0121-1162 Jesse Thornock 1408 5th Avenue North Lot 09/26/2024 

23-0580-1163 Willie Pete Perkins /Adament 
Properties LLC 

512 11th Street North Lot 09/26/2024 

24-0269-1166 Jones and Mesina Enterprise 
LLC 

604 13th Street North Lot 10/03/2024 

24-0270-1167 William Anderson 810 Railroad Street Lot 10/03/2024 

24-0300-1168 Rockwood Property Group 1525 3rd Avenue North Lot 10/03/2024 

24-0302-1169 Mary Rush Etal 818 16th Street North Lot 10/03/2024 

24-0303-1170 Mary Rush Etal 818 16th Street North Lot 10/03/2024 

24-0304-1171 Jones & Mesina Enterprise 
LLC 

16th Street North Lot 10/03/2024 

24-0305-1172 Jeffrey Carter Enterprises LLC 1513 13th Avenue North Lot 10/03/2024 

23-0186-1173 Tanaya Walker 1106 16th Street North Lot 10/03/2024 

24-0318-1177 Full Circle LLC 8TH Avenue North Lot 10/07/2024 

23-0170-1181 William Beckon 702 14th St North Lot  10/07/2024 

24-0310-1182 Jones & Mesina Enterprise 
LLC 

723 16th Street North Lot 10/07/2024 

24-0321-1183 Henry Lee Jones 10th Ave South Lot 10/09/2024 

24-0324-1184 Alma Summerville 15th St North Lot 10/09/2024 

     



CITY OF COLUMBUS CODE ENFORCEMENT 
 

STATUS REPORT 
February 28, 2025 

(Lots) State Lots Highlighted in Red 
   

Case No. Owner Violation Address Property Type Date Sent to Public Works 

24-0132-1185 MS STATE TAX SALE / SEC OF 
STATE / PUBLIC LANDS 

914 9th St South Lot 10/09/2024 

22-0275-1186 Cross Regional Funding LP 1104 3rd Ave North Lot 10/09/2024 

23-0348-1188 Joyce Orr 515 15th St North Lot 10/09/2024 

24-0340-1189 Jones and Daughters 
Enterprize LLC 

705 21st St North Lot 10/15/2024 

24-0342-1190 Jones and Daughters 
Enterprize LLC 

814 21st St North Lot 10/15/2024 

24-0343-1191 Christopher and Jennifer 
Washington 

822 21st St North Lot 10/15/2024 

24-0345-1192 Hatcher Invest Prop LLC 705 22nd St N Lot 10/15/2024 

24-0349-1193 John Montgomery 142 Maple Street Lot 10/15/2024 

24-0285-1195 Edd and Classie Griffin 420 16th St North Lot 10/17/2024 

24-0291-1196 Samuel and Deborah Givhan 15th St North Lot 10/17/2024 

24-0295-1197 Travis Lewis 503 11th St North & 1019 
5th Ave North 

Lot 10/17/2024 

24-0193-1198 Mary Shelton 1908 Short Main St Lot 10/23/2024 

24-0351-1199 Kathrine Clayborn 2406 3rd Avenue S Lot 10/23/2024 

24-0355-1200 Billisha and Deangelo Fox 1913 N Roberson St Lot 10/23/2024 

24-0142-1202 Constance Essence 133 Maple Street Lot 10/28/2024 

23-0531-1203 Emma and Roy Watson 15th Street South Lot 10/30/2024 

24-0368-1204 Robert and Floye Williams 1124 Shady Street Lot 11/04/2024 

23-0226-1205 Sheila Hood 811 21st Street North Lot 11/04/2024 

23-0407-1206 TEC Capital Group Inc.  Military Road Lot 11/04/2024 

24-0370-1207 Walter and Ethel James 22nd St South Lot 11/05/2024 

24-0156-1208 Walter an Ethel James 22nd St South Lot 11/05/2024 

23-0194-1209 Robert James 22nd St South Lot 11/05/2024 

24-0346-1211 SouthRail  Corp.  5th Street South Lot 11/20/2024 

24-0361-1212  Alonzo Montgomery / 
Fredrick Thomas 

2510 23rd Avenue North Lot 11/20/2024 

24-0384-1213 EMM Properties LLC 120 Robinwood Circle Lot 11/21/2024 

24-0391-1214 Daniel Jr. / Mary Williams 702 19th Street North Lot 11/27/2024 

24-0395-1217 Floyd Wells 1329 21st Street North Lot 12/02/2024 

24-0397-1218 Rodriquez Dismuke 1331 5th Street South Lot 12/02/2024 

24-0377-1219 Sylvester Marks 212 Conway Drive Lot 12/04/2024 

23-0403-1221 Sammie / Tal Wilson Estate 925 18th Street North Lot 12/19/2024 

24-0398-1223 John Ralph Idom  and 
Apolonio Garcia 

409 13th Street North Lot 12/19/2024 

     



CITY OF COLUMBUS CODE ENFORCEMENT 
 

STATUS REPORT 
February 28, 2025 

(Lots) State Lots Highlighted in Red 
   

 

Case No. Owner Violation Address Property Type Date Sent to Public Works 

24-0408-1224 Johnny Bobo 1019 Moss Street Lot 12/19/2024 

24-0412-1225 One Morgan Properties LLC 96 Luxapalila Drive Lot 12/19/2024 

23-0655-1226 Community Stabilization 
Group 

98 Luxapalila Drive Lot 12/19/2024 

24-0411-1227 Dwayne and Vernon Fulton 2612 5th Avenue N Lot 12/19/2024 

24-0409-1228 Johnny and Anna Beth 
Presley 

208 20th Street South Lot 12/19/2024` 

2025 
    

24-0400-1230 MS STATE TAX SALE / SEC OF 
STATE / PUBLIC LANDS 

4th Avenue North Lot 01/08/2025 

24-0406-1231 Shannon Cockrell 2714 7th Avenue North Lot 01/08/2025 

25-0004-1233 Demetrius Bennett Cherry Street Lot 01/09/2025 

25-0001-1234 Jeffrey Carter 225 Tuscaloosa Road Lot 01/09/2025 

25-0011-1235 Marcell Hill Sr. 401 17th Street South Lot 01/23/2025 

25-0013-1236 Roland Colom 12th Street North Lot 01/23/2025 

24-0370-1237 Walter and Ethel James 22nd Street South Lot 01/30/025 

25-0015-1238 Mary Thornton 10th Avenue South Lot 01/30/2025 

25-0021-1240 Glynis Matthews 909 10th St North Lot  02/10/2025 

25-0053-1242 Darrion J. Fisher 2208 10th Ave South Lot 02/27/2025 

25-0056-1243 McGill Properties LLC 2201 3rd Ave South Lot 02/27/2025 

23-0284-1244 Amanda Whitney 1514 21st St North Lot 02/27/2025 



CITY OF COLUMBUS CODE ENFORCEMENT 
 

Public Works 

 02/28/2025 

(STRUCTURES) 

 

 CASE # OWNER ADDRESS OF 
VIOLATION 

PROPERTY 
TYPE 

DATE GIVEN 
TO PUBLIC 

WORKS 

STATUS 

      

      

      

20-0144 Nia Colom 
Blackman 

1103 5th Ave N Structure/ 
BOARD UP 
AND PAINT 

BOARDS 
WHITE 

09/17/2020 On Blight  
Program List 

22-0139 Hilbert Williams 1809 3rd Avenue 
South 

Structure/ 
BOARD UP 
AND PAINT 

BOARDS 
WHITE 

08/03/2022 On Blight  
Program List 

23-0119 MJK Properties 
LLC 

1723 5th Ave N Structure/ 
BOARD UP 
AND PAINT 

BOARDS 
WHITE 

11/22/2023 On Blight  
Program List 

23-0621 Jeffrey Carter 1725 5th Ave South Structure/ 
BOARD UP 
AND PAINT 

BOARDS 
WHITE 

12/06/2023 If Done, Need 
Invoice 

24-0064 Daniel / Mary 
Williams 

702 19th Street 
North 

Structure/ 
BOARD UP 
AND PAINT 

BOARDS 
WHITE 

04/03/2024 If Done, Need 
Invoice 

24-0070 Charlie / Tamaka 
Johnson 

1801 Washington 
Avenue 

Structure/ 
BOARD UP 
AND PAINT 

BOARDS 
WHITE 

04/03/2024 If Done, Need 

InvoiceT 

24-0044 Ida Cothron 1415 2nd Ave North Structure/ 
BOARD UP 
AND PAINT 

BOARDS 
WHITE 

04/23/2024 On Blight 
Program List 



CITY OF COLUMBUS CODE ENFORCEMENT 
 

Public Works 

 02/28/2025 

(STRUCTURES) 

 

 CASE # OWNER ADDRESS OF 
VIOLATION 

PROPERTY 
TYPE 

DATE GIVEN 
TO PUBLIC 

WORKS 

STATUS 

      

      

      

24-0122 M34L Studio LLC 301 Forrest 
Boulevard 

Structure/ 
BOARD UP 
AND PAINT 

BOARDS 
WHITE 

05/28/2024 If Done, Need 
Invoice 

24-0149 Alvin Comer 401 6th Street 
South 

Structure/ 
BOARD UP 

FRONT DOOR 
ONLY AND 

PAINT  WHITE 

06/05/2024 If Done, Need 
Invoice 

24-0214 PM 40 
Investments 
Group LLC 

100 21st Street 
South 

Structure/ 
BOARD UP 
AND PAINT 

BOARDS 
WHITE 

08/12/2024 If Done, Need 
Invoice 

21-0094 Helen O’Neal c/o 
Willie O’Neal Jr. 

618 8th Street 
South 

Structure 08/04/2021 Demolished, 
Needs Invoice 

21-0130 Samuel Moore 
Life Est 

1220 Railroad 
Street 

Structure 10/25/2021 On Blight  
Program List 

21-0381 Leon Dumas 1318 15th Street 
North 

Structure 02/17/2022 On Blight  
Program List 

21-0468 Betty J Swoope 
c/o Tinree LLC 

2322 4th Avenue 
South 

Structure 03/15/2022 On Blight  
Program List 

21-0527 Sallie Mae Smith 1915 4th Avenue 
North 

Structure 07/28/2022 On Blight  
Program List 

21-0475 Joshua Jones 1918 15th Avenue 
North 

Structure 09/06/2022 On Blight  
Program List 

22-0297 L. A. Nance 1804 10th Avenue 
North 

Structure 11/10/2022 On Blight  
Program List 

22-0307 William and 
Minnie Pearl 

Langford 

509 20th Street 
North 

Structure 11/16/2022 On Blight  
Program List 

21-0203 Xavier / Vernita 
Fairley 

614 Railroad Street Structures 03/03/2022 Demolished, 
Needs Invoice 



CITY OF COLUMBUS CODE ENFORCEMENT 
 

Public Works 

 02/28/2025 

(STRUCTURES) 

 

 CASE # OWNER ADDRESS OF 
VIOLATION 

PROPERTY 
TYPE 

DATE GIVEN 
TO PUBLIC 

WORKS 

STATUS 

      

20-0295 Major 
III/Shirley/Major 

IV Andrews 

1212 Moss Street Structure 02/22/2023 On Blight  
Program List 

23-0045 Belvin Duck 1903 Bell Avenue Structure 05/18/2023 Demolished, 
Needs Invoice 

21-0061 Kimberly / Major 
III / Shirley 
Andrews 

2402 11th Avenue 
North 

Structure 05/31/2023 On Blight  
Program List 

23-0034 Eliza Phifer 189 S Pickensville 
Rd 

Structure 05/31/2023 On Blight  
Program List 

23-0130 Anthony / Ketra 
Wilson 

1017 Shady Street Structure 06/12/2023 On Blight  
Program List 

23-0168 
RE-WRITTEN 

Margaret G 
Powell, etal 

New Case #: 24-0382 

1508 8th Avenue 
North 

Structure 06/20/2023 December 17th 
Docket 

23-0193 Stephen Harris 702 22nd Street 
South 

Structure 06/20/2023 On Blight  
Program List 

23-0323 Jimmy Sanders 1102 9th Avenue 
North 

Structure 
Small Brick 

Structure, not 
house 

08/02/2023 If Done, Need 
Invoice 

23-0316 Lawrence Wilson 322 22nd Street N Structure 09/21/2023 On Blight  
Program List 

23-0246 
RE-WRITTEN 

Charlene Walton 
New Case #: 24-0383 

1818 6th Avenue N 
New Owner: Ethel 

Hatton 

Structure 09/21/2023 
12/04/2024 

December 3rd 
Docket 

23-0342 Travis Lewis 503 11th St N & 
1019 5th Ave N 

Structures 09/26/2023 On Blight  
Program List 

23-0454 Jennie Sherrod 1420 11th Ave S Structure 11/30/2023 Demolished, 
Needs Invoice 

23-0455 
RE-WRITTEN 

Eric Green 
New Case #: 24-0372 

705 15th St N Structure 11/30/2023 
12/04/2024 

December 3rd 
Docket 

24-0148 Jimmie Perkins 707 Industrial 
Street 

Structure 09/18/2024 If Done, Need 
Invoice 

24-0200 Walter and Lucy 
Williams 

1106 18th Street 
North 

Structure 10/01/2024 If Done, Need 
Invoice 

      



CITY OF COLUMBUS CODE ENFORCEMENT 
 

Public Works 

 02/28/2025 

(STRUCTURES) 

 

 

 

 

Demo Package(s) Processing, On Hold OR Blight: 

Case No. 24-0065 (917 17th Street North) BLIGHT 

Case No. 24-0261 (1602 22nd Street North) PROCESSING 

Case No. 24-0263 (514 Forrest Lane) PROCESSING 

Case No. 24-0352 (2406 3rd Avenue South) BLIGHT 

Case No. 24-0361 (2510  23rd Avenue North) PROCESSING 

Case No. 24-0269 (604 13th Street North) ON HOLD 

Case No. 24-0376 (810 Railroad Street) PROCESSING 

Case No. 24-0396 (724 19th Street North) PROCESSING 

Case No. 25-0036 (1403 17th Street South) PROCESSING 

Case No. 25-0038 (503 23rd Street South) PROCESSING 

 CASE # OWNER ADDRESS OF 
VIOLATION 

PROPERTY 
TYPE 

DATE GIVEN 
TO PUBLIC 

WORKS 

STATUS 

      

24-0213 J D / Jean Best 1002 Bennett 
Avenue 

Structure 10/01/2024 Demolished, 
Needs Invoice 

23-0320 
RE-WRITTEN 

Martha 
Washington 

Case # the same 

1912 6th Ave N Structure 12/19/2024 December 17th 
Docket 

24-0264 Sammie Roland 402 19th Street 
South 

Structure 12/30/2024 On Blight  
Program List 

24-0268 Willie M Coleman 
Jr. 

514 15th Street 
North 

Structure 01/08/2025 If Done, Need 
Invoice 



Community Observations and Service Requests – February 2025 

       

Origin Date Address Ward Reported Problem Resolution Resolve/Explanation 
Communicated 

       

Veronica 
Stewart-
Phone Call 

02/03/2025 621 10th Street North 5 Tree logs and limbs down on this 
property and needs to be 
addressed.  

Property Inspected. Owner was contacted and she 
was aware that she has to 
haul the tree logs away. 

       

Veronica 
Stewart-
phone call 

02/03/2025 1220 20th Street North 4 “Houses are old, windows are 
broken and they need to be torn 
down.” 

Property Inspected. 
Two houses on one 
parcel. 

Heard by Council on 
03/05/2025. Owner would 
like them to be used for Fire 
Dept. Training if possible. 

      
 

Veronica 
Stewart- 
phone call 

02/03/2025 909 10th Street North 5 Large amount of tree limbs and 
debris sitting in front of house. 

Property Inspected. Notice was sent. No 
Compliance by owner after 7 
days. A Work Order was sent 
to Public Works to 
Remediate. 

      
 

Veronica 
Stewart-
Phone Call 

02/04/2025 710 (710-720) 18th 
Street North 

5 Heavy trash and debris behind one 
of the units.  

Property Inspected. Notice was sent. 
Property remediated by 
Owner 

      
 

Veronica 
Stewart- 
phone call 

02/06/2025 722 10th Avenue South 1 Shed is down and contents from 
shed scattered about. 

Property Inspected Heard by Council on 
03/05/2025. Granted an 
extension of 15 days. 

      
 

Veronica 
Stewart-
Phone Call 

02/06/2025 616 Peach Street 4 Wood debris and contents from 
house in back yard. 

Property Inspected. Heard by Council on 
03/05/2025. Granted an 
extension of 7 days. 

      
 



Community Observations and Service Requests – February 2025 

       

Origin Date Address Ward Reported Problem Resolution Resolve/Explanation 
Communicated 

      
 

Veronica 
Stewart-
Phone Call 

02/06/2025 2316 Washington 
Avenue 

1 Trash and debris from tenant 
moving out. 

Property Inspected. Notice was sent.  
Property remediated by 
owner. 

      
 

Veronica 
Stewart-
Phone Call 

02/10/2025 511 Edgewood Drive 5 Trash and debris from house has 
been sitting on the side of the road 
for days.  

Property Inspected. Notice was sent. 
Property remediated by 
Owner 

      
 

Veronica 
Stewart-
Phone Call 

02/10/2025 1516 21st Street North 4 What looks like a wood frame from 
a baby bed sitting in front of house 
for weeks. 

Property Inspected. Tenant stated that it was left 
there from previous tenant. 
Owner was contacted and 
frame was removed. 

      
 

Veronica 
Stewart-
Phone Call 

02/17/2025 8th Ave South 1 Has become a massive dumping 
ground by railroad track across from 
Coleman Head Start Center. 

Property Inspected. Property belongs to railroad. 
Public Works Director was 
called to see what could be 
done. 

      
 

SeeClickFix 02/18/2025 124 Airline Road 2 Trash and contents from house in 
yard. 

Property Inspected. Contents removed and 
contractors working on house 
were informed that any 
unwanted materials had to be 
hauled off.  

      
 

Veronica 
Stewart-
Phone Call 

02/18/2025 2424 6th Avenue North 4 House is one of the worst on the 
street and needs to be demolished 
or fixed up.  

Property Inspected. Property Heard by Council 
and given an extension. 
Extension has Expired. Demo 
Package Processing. 



Community Observations and Service Requests – February 2025 

      
 

Origin Date Address Ward Reported Problem Resolution Resolve/Explanation 
Communicated 

      
 

Veronica 
Stewart-
Phone Call 

02/20/2025 710 (710-720) 18th 
Street North 

5 A couple of the units need 
maintenance and attention. 

Property Inspected. Notice was sent. Case was to 
be heard by the council on 
03/18/2025 but was being 
sold in the process. New 
owners stated that they 
would begin renovations 
immediately. They have been 
given time to remediate and 
clear violation. 
 

       

Veronica 
Stewart-

Phone Call 

02/20/2025 2208 10th Avenue South 1 Contents from house left on 
property. 

Property Inspected. Notice was sent. No 
Compliance by owner after 7 
days. A Work Order was sent 
to Public Works to 
Remediate. 

       

Veronica 
Stewart-

Phone Call 

02/20/2025 2201 3rd Avenue North 4 Contents from apt tenant left by 
dumpster 

Property Inspected. Notice was sent. No 
Compliance by owner after 7 
days. A Work Order was sent 
to Public Works to 
Remediate. 

 



 Keep Columbus Beautiful 

Columbus City Hall 

February 11, 2025 at 5:15 p.m. 

 

 

Attendees: Lakeysucha Bailey, Jammie Garrett, Chanda Williams, and Jo Shumake.   

 

Absent: Stephanie Jones, Angela Parker, Sasha James, Veronica Stewart, Glenda Richardson, Quan Walker, 

Nicole Clinkscales, Casey Bush, Lt. Eric Lewis, Marion Kilarski, Doug Kilarski, Carol Boggess, Jack King, 

Nancy Carpenter, Drico Kidd, Rick Mason, Edna Mae Love, Ruby James, Susan Wilder, Patricia Prowell, 

Jacob Bancock, and Crystal Cunningham.  

 

Lakeyssucha Bailey welcomed attendees, and Jammie Garrett opened the meeting at 5:15 p.m. with prayer. 

  

Minutes: The January 14, 2025 minutes were approved unanimously (Chanda Williams/Jammie Garrett).   

 

Upcoming Events: 

 Read Across America (March 2-6): Another opportunity to engage with children/students.  Leo 

Dismukes will read “Kiss the Pig” to elementary schools; Mayor Gaskin will kiss a pig. 

 Earth Day/Week – April 22: Theme is “Our Power, Our Planet” and we are planning to visit schools 

with appropriate programming. 

 Arbor Day – April 25: Jo will contact Tree Board member Carol Boggess to see what’s planned. 

 Hazardous Waste Collection (April 26): At the Golden Triangle Landfill from 9 am until 2 pm. 

 

Committee Reports: 

 Officers 

o KCB By-laws.  Jo will review and work on these.   

 Finance Committee Report 

o Finance Account Balance: $1,898.06.  $1,200 designated for KCB remains in a Cadence account 

and needs signatures by Mayor Gaskin and Kevin Stafford to be accessed. 

o Fundraiser: Continue selling ($20 for individuals and $100 for businesses) and bring completed 

cards to Veronica. 

 Beautification/Community Clean-Up 

o Yard of the Month: Decided to consider yards from March through December, not in the dead of 

winter when it’s so hard to find anything looking outstanding.  That said, Lakeysucha was 

successful in Ward 1.  The Ward 1 January 2025 Yard of the Month: 1800 Washington Avenue 

(Jacqueline Smith). 

o Recycle Project/s: Chanda will contact Waste Pro to see if they could provide small models of 

the sorted recycle bins for schools. 

o Clean-Up Projects: 

 March 15 (TCB) for “Tired of Tires”; Lakeysucha will contact Waste Pro. 

 Involve Columbus churches in clean-up efforts by asking/encouraging them to adopt an 

area in Columbus (near their churches or beyond) to keep litter-free by engaging in a 

scheduled and continual litter pick-up effort, ideally monthly.   Target for having this 

concept in place is May 2025 with a launch date sometime in June.  Need to work out 

more details, including generating a predetermined list of problem areas that can be 

shared with the participating churches. 



 Education/Programming: 

o Donated books for 2
nd

 Graders: Books have been ordered; the “Litter Prevention Pirates” will be 

back in action this Spring . . . “Arrrrgghhh!”  Jammie will check to see if she can purchase hats 

and eye patches for the students. 

o America 250!: Andre Lewis is writing a book encouraging people to clean up communities in 

honor of the upcoming “America 250!” celebrations in 2026.  We hope that efforts in Columbus 

will find a place in his illustrated book.  Nancy Carpenter is the POC for this project. 

o MSU Paleontology: Pending further updates. 

 Code Enforcement (Sasha James) 

o 20  Cases written in January 2025 

 Abatement: 9 ( 6 rubbish & garbage; 3 structure-related) 

 $250 or less: 11 ( all rubbish & garbage) 

 No vehicles tagged 

o Docket for February 18 Council Meeting has 4 cases which are all structure related. 

o The group expressed concern about the overgrown lot next to the Boys & Girls Club.  The lot 

belongs to the BGC and needs to be cleaned up. 

 Membership/Media 

o Decided to make a useful distinction between “members” and “partners.”  KCB members 

comprise the KCB governing body; they are the ones who develop and steer projects, create 

policy, act as the liaison with public and private sector entities to sustain the organization.  KCB 

partners are individuals and groups from the public and private sectors with whom the governing 

group works to carry out various projects. 

 

Adjournment: 

 The meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for March 11, 2025 (second Tuesday of the month) at 5:15 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Jo Shumake, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 















PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

FEBRUARY 2025 MONTHLY REPORT

SeeClickFix

BARRICADES ABANDONED Created Closed In 
Progress

Citizen 
Notified

Notes

Ticket #

Total

DRAINAGE ISSUES Created Closed In 
Progress

Citizen 
Notified

Notes

Ticket #
18437319 1 1

Total 1 1

FALLEN BRANCHES/TREES Created Closed In 
Progress

Citizen 
Notified

Notes

Ticket #
18398119 1 1
18443065 1 1

Total 2 1 1



YARD WASTE 
(Branches,Bagged Leaves, Etc.)

Created Closed In 
Progress

Citizen 
Notified

Notes

Ticket #
18311107 1 1
18345157 1 1
18467189 1 1

Total 3 3
MISSING OR DAMAGED SIGNAGE Created Closed In 

Progress
Citizen 
Notified

Notes

Ticket #

Total

POTHOLES Created Closed In 
Progress

Citizen 
Notified

Notes

Ticket # 
18323457 1 1
18371484 1 1
18373121 1 1
18409657 1 1
18442536 1 1
18442554 1 1
18442570 1 1
18445922 1 1

Total 8 7 1

ROAD STRIPES/MARKERS Created Closed In 
Progress

Citizen 
Notified

Notes

Ticket #
18435624 1 1

Total 1 1



3

SIDEWALK REPAIR Created Closed In 
Progress

Citizen 
Notified

Notes

Ticket #
18425301 1 1

Total 1 1

RIVERWALK Created Closed In 
Progress

Citizen 
Notified

Notes

Ticket #

Total 0 0



PUBLIC WORKS 

DAILY WORK SERVICE

LOTS CLEANED OR CLEARED DATE
LOCATION: 

Total 0

BUILDING/STRUCTURES DEMO’d DATE
LOCATION: 

Total 0

911 CALL OUTS DATE
HOUR: 
20 2/13/2025
2 2/14/2025
4 2/15/2025
2 2/18/2025

Total 28



PUBLIC WORKS

DAILY WORK SERVICE

POT HOLES DATE
LOCATION: FEBRUARY 

2025

TOTAL 0

DRIVEWAYS/SIDEWALKS 
REPAIR

DATE

LOCATION: 
135 Maple Street 2/27/2025
111 Beech Street 2/27/2025
403 Summerhaven Drive 2/27/2005
408 Summerhaven Drive 2/27/2005
416 Woolbright 2/27/2005

Total 5

DEBRIS LOADS DATE
LOCATION: FEBRUARY 

2025

Total 419

SEE ATTACHED WORK LOGS SEE ATTACHED WORK LOGS



























































COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL COURT DIVISION
POST OFFICE BOX 1408

1501 MAIN STREET
COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI   39703

PHONE:  (662) 244-3512          FAX: (662) 244-3586

February 28, 2025

TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council

COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL COURT
PTS MONTHLY REPORT
February 28, 2025

 
         FEB 2025      FEB 2024      JAN 2025

 FINES AND ASSESSMENTS     $ 4,030.00      $ 4, 230.24     $ 5, 458.31
 

         FEB 2025      FEB 2024       JAN 2025

AMOUNT TO STATE                  $    693.50      $    797.00     $  1,025.75           
AMOUNT TO CITY                     $ 3,263.50      $ 3, 519.09    $  4, 343.56
AMOUNT TO MHP                      $      33.00      $       56.00    $       89.00
                      

Respectfully Submitted
WENDY F. BLUNT, CCA
Municipal Court Administrator



COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL COURT DIVISION
POST OFFICE BOX 1408

1501 MAIN STREET
COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI   39703

PHONE:  (662) 244-3512          FAX: (662) 244-3586

FEBRUARY 28, 2025

TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council

COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL COURT
OMNIGO MONTHLY REPORT
FEBRUARY 28, 2025

 
                                                          FEB 2025      FEB 2024       JAN  2025

 FINES AND ASSESSMENTS    $112,039.61    $ 103, 709.45   $ 89, 651. 59
 

          FEB 2025      FEB 2024        JAN 2025

AMOUNT TO STATE                   $35,402.00     $ 35, 424.53    $ 30,872.24
AMOUNT TO CITY                      $71,453.61     $ 64, 862.30     $ 55, 117.85
AMOUNT TO MHP                       $  5,184.00    $    3, 422.62     $  3, 661.50
                      

Respectfully Submitted
WENDY F. BLUNT, CCA
Municipal Court Administrator













































Monthly Report: NOLA Camera Installation, CID Interview Room Upgrade, 
Civic Plus Community Development Project, PD In-Car Ticketing System, ADSi 
Court System Transfer, Office 365 Implementation, & Timeclock Plus System

Date: February 2025

Overview:

This month has seen significant progress across multiple projects, including the NOLA Camera 
Installation, CID Interview Room Upgrade, Civic Plus Community Development Project, PD In-
Car Ticketing System, ADSi Court System Transfer, Office 365 Implementation, and Timeclock 
Plus System. Each project is advancing toward key milestones, with testing, troubleshooting, and 
planning for the next steps.

NOLA Camera Installation:

• Second Batch Installation:
The 2nd batch of NOLA cameras has been successfully installed, and Columbus Water 
and Light has powered them on.

o Total NOLA Cameras Installed: 21 cameras
• Third Batch of Installation (Upcoming):

The third batch will consist of 12 additional NOLA cameras, scheduled for installation at 
the end of March. 

o To expedite the camera installation process, I have been working with the vendor to 
implement a new process involving collaboration with local AT&T offices to reduce the 
wait time for SIM card activation. This method has been utilized successfully by other 
entities in Mississippi and has resulted in a significant reduction of about two weeks in 
wait time for camera installations.

  

CID Interview Room Upgrade:

• Issue Identified:
During the monitoring phase, CID reported that the interview room was intermittently 
failing to power on at certain times of the day.

• Troubleshooting & Resolution:
After troubleshooting, the issue was identified as the old server unexpectedly powering 
on during testing. The server was completely disabled, which has resolved the problem.

• Current Status:
Positive feedback has been received, and everything is now functioning as expected. 
Ongoing monitoring and testing will continue to ensure the issue remains resolved.



Civic Plus Community Development Project:

• Code Enforcement Integration:
The Code Enforcement Director has played a key role in gathering the necessary 
information to complete the Code Enforcement section of the Civic Plus Community 
Development Project.

o March Milestones: 
▪ In the third week of March, the Code Enforcement will participate in a 

project meeting to finalize the integration and receive training on the new 
system.

▪ This meeting will also focus on ensuring that all necessary data from the 
old system is properly integrated into the new system.

• Next Steps:
o After Code Enforcement is fully integrated, the next phase will involve moving 

directly into the Building Inspection integration.
o Following Building Inspection, the project will proceed to Grants Management 

Blight Project Management integration.

PD In-Car Ticketing System:

• Testing and Installation:
Worked with the PD to install and test new ticket printers and scanners in two patrol cars. 
These devices were placed in two test cars for testing purposes.

• Troubleshooting and Fixes:
During testing, issues with the system were reported. Partnered with ADSi to resolve the 
problems, particularly related to the back-end configuration. Once fixed, we were able to 
achieve accurate card reads and printouts closer to the correct length.

• Next Steps:
o Fine-tuning of the printouts is required before the system is fully operational.
o After successful testing, the equipment will be moved to the permanent traffic 

cars for continued use.



ADSi Court System Transfer:

• Data Transfer Issue Identified:
During a data transferability meeting with ADSi, it was discovered that the current 
backup is too large to transfer effectively.

• Next Steps:
The Data Transfer Team is exploring alternative options to either shrink the size of the 
backup or find a solution to facilitate the transfer. Once a solution is identified, the 
transfer process will proceed.

Office 365 Implementation:

• Testing and Data Transfer Issue:
During testing, an issue arose with transferring old information from the previous server 
to the new Office 365 tenant. This has caused delays in the implementation process.

• Next Steps:
I am exploring alternative options to resolve the data transfer issue. The goal is to begin 
testing with a select group of users by the end of March and continue with the original 
distribution plan, which will prioritize City and Council members, followed by select 
departments that will minimize major disruptions.

Timeclock Plus System:

• Completion of Closing Weeks:
The process of closing all past weeks has been completed, and we are now current with 
the latest work week.

• Upcoming Transfer:
A transfer is planned for March 17, 2025, to move into the new work week. This transfer 
will be executed with the aim of making the process as smooth as possible.



Summary:

• Total NOLA Cameras Installed: 21
• Upcoming NOLA Camera Installations (End of March): 12
• CID Interview Room: Issue resolved, positive feedback received, with ongoing 

monitoring.
• Civic Plus Community Development Project: 

o Code Enforcement integration nearing completion with training and finalization 
in March.

o Upcoming phases: Building Inspection, Grants Management Blight Project 
Management.

• PD In-Car Ticketing System: 
o Successful installation and testing of new printers and scanners in two cars.
o Ongoing fine-tuning and upcoming deployment to permanent traffic cars after 

successful testing.
• ADSi Court System Transfer: 

o Data transfer issues being addressed with alternative solutions being explored. 
Transfer will resume once the issue is resolved.

• Office 365 Implementation: 
o Testing delayed due to data transfer issues, but alternative solutions are being 

explored. User testing is planned for the end of March, with a phased rollout to 
City and Council members and select departments.

• Timeclock Plus System: 
o Closing of past work weeks is complete, and transfer to the new work week is 

planned for March 17, 2025, with the goal of ensuring a smooth transition.













































Vision ACCESS (All Children Can Excel Starting Sooner)  
Mission: Connecting kids and their communities through tennis and education to make a positive 
IMPACT on their lives overall as an individual 

Battle of the States 
Proposal 

What: Golden Triangle Tennis will host its 6th Annual Battle of the States, an adult team tennis 
tournament featuring juniors able to compete against adults. All states invited to battle for the right to 
be crowned champion of the states. 2022’s event was awarded Special Event of the Year in MS 
and among all nine states in the Southern Section of the USTA (Unites States Tennis 
Association).

Date: May 16-18,  2025
• Match play begins Friday May 16, 2025 at 9:00AM
• Each team will play all teams in their division and will be guaranteed a minimum of 3 

matches
o Divisions may be limited to 6 teams per division or flights if larger division
o For divisions with 3 teams or less you will play each team twice 

Tournament Director: Vanita Phinisey, Executive Director of Golden Triangle Tennis 

Site:1) Home of Golden Triangle Tennis at Columbus High School Tennis Court
      2) Mississippi University for Women Tennis Courts
      3)  Lake Lowndes State Park
Platinum Level ACCESS Sponsor: Your name here 
Level 1 ACCESS Sponsor (Gold):  Your name here 
Level 2 ACCESS Sponsor (Silver):  Your name here 
Level 3 ACCESS Sponsor (Bronze): Your name here 
Tournament Sponsor: Your name here 
Events 

• This is an adult team tournament event featuring men’s doubles, women’s doubles and mixed all 
playing at the same time (3 women and 3 men minimum makes a team).  You may have one 
junior female and one junior male on your team, however, in keeping this an adult specific 
tournament, they may not play together. They must partner with an adult. In any division they are 
capable of competing in except the age divisions (60+ and 75+), of course. All players in the 60+ 
division must be 60 years old or older any time in 2024. That is, you may be 59 on the day of the 
event as long as your  birthday is before the year is out. Here’s the exception for this division: 
you may have 1 male and one female who is at least 55 years old. For the 75+, the new division 
this year only one male and one female is required to be 75. All other players can be at least 70 
years old and there are also different state requirements. Each team member will receive a 
tournament gift. 2) You will be allowed a maximum of 10 players per team, so choose wisely

• Divisions will be:
o 3.0 and down (typically players rated 2.0 – 3.0)
o 4.0  and down (typically players rated 3.0 -3.5)
o 4.0 and up (typically players rated 4.0 and higher) 



Vision ACCESS (All Children Can Excel Starting Sooner)  
Mission: Connecting kids and their communities through tennis and education to make a positive 
IMPACT on their lives overall as an individual 

o 60+ (one male and female may be at least 55 and all others 60 by 12/31/2025
o 75+ (only one male and one female needs to be 75, all other players can be 

at least 70 years old
 

•

• Prizes: Winning team will receive one larger trophy and members of the team will receive a 
smaller trophy/medal 

Sponsorship needed 
Detailed Expenses and Expenditure 

We are expecting around 250 players this year. We have had steady growth since the 
tournament is inception in 2019
All players will receive a tournament gift  ($10 -$15 = $2500 - $3750) T-shirt ($12-16 =$3000 - $4000

• Players will receive lunch on Friday or Saturday onsite  ($12/player = $3000/day= $6000)
• Trophies will be awarded to the winning team in each division (1 larger trophy and 12 medals

= 4  larger trophies and  48 medals) Approx. $1500
We are excited to be bringing back our ball kids who will be working the tournament this year! 

• Ball kids will receive a t-shirt (around 50 kids throughout the tournament at $10-$13/ball kid
=$500 -$650)

• Each school’s team or organization who provides at least 10 ball kids will receive $200 for their
team (first 5 team) = $1000. It could be a softball, basketball, football as well as a tennis team,
Boys and Girls team or other local youth group willing to provide kids to be trained as ball kids.

Other Expenditure 
• Referee fees - $150/day X 3 refs (1 at each site) + lunch + hotel (2 nights) = $1548
• Maintenance/ custodial worker $500  + his lunch = $524
• Banners and other marketing cost $500

Players’ party - GTT  members,  by way of membership dues, volunteerism, extra donation 
and etc., will be asked to incur all party cost for this entertainment for our guest. We will 
not ask for sponsorship for this cost

o Venue $1100 - $3500 (we are hoping to cut this cost this year)
o Food $2000 - $4000
o Decorations and entertainment $500 - $1000 

Total expected budget and cost to GTT without any sponsorship except the courts 
• Budget $15,000 - $20,000
• Expected cost $18,375 + the cost of the party if no items are donated. So we strive on donations

to turn a profit for the kids this year.

ACCESS Sponsor Levels (amount you provide) 
• Platinum Level ACCES Sponsor – Elite Sponsor of the tournament



Vision ACCESS (All Children Can Excel Starting Sooner)  
Mission: Connecting kids and their communities through tennis and education to make a positive 
IMPACT on their lives overall as an individual 

o Will providing at least $5000 of funds, goods, or
 services • Level 1 ACCESS Sponsor (Gold)  -  Major sponsor of the tournament

o Will provide at least $1500 of funds, goods, or services
• Level 2 ACCESS Sponsor (Silver)  - Semi-major  sponsor of the tournament

o Will provide at least $750 - $1499 of funds, goods, or services
• Level 3 ACCESS Sponsor (Bronze) – Minor Sponsorship will provide  $250 - $749 of goods

or services
• Tournament Supporter

o Will provide funds, goods, or services up to $249

Sponsor Benefits: In addition to supplying funding for services (educational material, coaches, 
teachers, fees for underprivileged children, facility fees not donated, etc.) provided to kids in 
Golden Triangle Tennis programs, for your sponsorship, you will also receive the following and you 
will be helping to bring some needed revenue back for some of our small businesses who will be on 
site as vendors.
Platinum Level Access Sponsor – Elite sponsor of the tournament  

o Your company’s name and logo will be displayed courtside throughout the tournament as
a Platinum Level ACCESS Sponsor atop a large banner and will be visible in all
championship pictures

o Your company’s name and logo will remain on our website as a Platinum Level ACCESS
Sponsor at goldentriangletennis.net from time of commitment and sponsorship funds
provided in the Upcoming Events section to well past the event in the Past Events
section after the event

o Your company’s name will be mentioned as sponsor in any and all media promoting the
event

o Your company will receive first chance at the Platinum Level ACCESS Sponsor for next
year’s tournament

o Your company will receive a letter indicating you gift to our nonprofit organization
• Level 1 ACCESS Sponsor (Gold)  -  Major sponsor of the tournament

o Your company’s name and logo will be displayed courtside  and possibly in the
downtown area throughout the tournament as a Level 1 ACCESS Sponsor mid-level a
large banner and will be visible in all championship pictures

o Your company’s name and logo will remain on our website as a Level 1 ACCESS
Sponsor at goldentriangletennis.net from time of commitment and sponsorship provided
in the Upcoming Events section to well past the event in the Past Events section after the
event

o Your company’s name will be mentioned as sponsor in any and all media promoting the
event

o Your company will receive a letter indicating you gift to our nonprofit organization
• Level 2 ACCESS Sponsor (Silver)  - Semi-major  sponsor of the tournament



Vision ACCESS (All Children Can Excel Starting Sooner)  
Mission: Connecting kids and their communities through tennis and education to make a positive 
IMPACT on their lives overall as an individual 

o Your company’s name and logo will be displayed courtside throughout the tournament as
a Level 1 ACCESS Sponsor mid-level a large banner and will be visible in all
championship pictures

o Your company’s name and logo will remain on our website as a Level 2 ACCESS
Sponsor at goldentriangletennis.net from time of commitment and sponsorship provided
in the Upcoming Events section to well past the event in the Recent Events section after
the event

o Your company’s name will be mentioned as sponsor in any and all media promoting the
event

o Your company will receive a letter indicating you gift to our nonprofit organization

• Level 3 ACCESS Sponsor (Bronze) – Minor Sponsor
o Your company’s name will be displayed courtside  throughout the tournament as a Level 

3 ACCESS Sponsor in the bottom half of  a large banner
o Your company’s name will remain on our website as a Level 3 ACCESS Sponsor at 

goldentriangletennis.net from time of commitment and sponsorship provided in the 
Upcoming Events section to well past the event in the Recent Events section after the 
event

o Your company’s name will be mentioned as sponsor in any and all media promoting the 
event

o Your company will receive a letter indicating you gift to our nonprofit organization
• Tournament Supporter

o Your company’s name  will remain on our website as a Tournament Sponsor at 
goldentriangletennis.net from time of commitment and sponsorship provided in the 
Upcoming Events section to well past the event in the Recent Events section after the 
event

o Your company’s name will be mentioned as sponsor in any and all media promoting the 
event

o Your company will receive a letter indicating you gift to our nonprofit organization
• Vendors

o You may be a vendor if you are a small business for a minimum donation of $100 to 
Golden Triangle Tennis. You will keep all proceeds. We would like all of our vendors 
onsite on Saturday May18, however, you may come on Friday and Sunday as well if you 
would like. If you make less than $500 for your small business, you may reduce your 
donation to $50 if you’d like (this will be refunded to you). You will be listed in the 
appropriate sponsorship section on the website as well as the vendor section. 



Vision ACCESS (All Children Can Excel Starting Sooner)  
Mission: Connecting kids and their communities through tennis and education to make a positive 
IMPACT on their lives overall as an individual 

Golden Triangle Tennis would like to thank you in advance for your support of our children by helping 
to bring a high quality event to our community. We would like to secure your donation by the first week 
in May if at all possible.

We would love to be an ACCESS Sponsor for your 5th Annual Battle of the States tournament in an 
effort to help Golden Triangle Tennis continue to work toward achieving its mission. _______ 

We would love to be an ACCESS Vendor  for your 5th Annual Battle of the States tournament in an 
effort to help Golden Triangle Tennis continue to work toward achieving its mission. _______ 

Your company’s name 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Your company’s ACCESS Sponsorship level or Vendor donation 
amount_____________________________________________ 

Company representative and title (print here) ________________________________________________ 

Company’s Representative (sign here) 
______________________________________________________ 

Please attach a business card with your company’s logo or list the website where we may obtain the 

Logo: Card attached ___ Website is 
________________________________________________________ 

You may make your donation by hitting the DONATE button at www.goldentriangletennis.net (if you 
choose this route, please note that PayPal charges us a percentage)
Please make your check payable to Golden Triangle Tennis. We will pick up or you may mail to

Golden Triangle Tennis 
155 Breland Overlook
Columbus, MS 39701

If you have any questions please contact; 
Vanita Phinisey, Executive Director of Golden Triangle Tennis @ 
662-574-2919 You may email us at gtt@goldentriangletennis.net

mailto:gtt@goldentriangletennis.net


Vanita Phinisey

155 Breland Overlook	 Columbus, MS 39701

Gtt@goldentriangletennis.net 662-574-2919

March 18, 2025

Sponsorship for 6th Annual Battle of the 
States tennis tournament from our city
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If this is a complaint, be sure to explain in detail as all efforts will be made to resolve issue prior to meeting. 
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Full Name of Person to Address City Council: ________________________________________

Full Address: __________________________________________________________________

Email Address: __________________________________ Phone: ________________________

Date of Requested Meeting: ____________________________________

City Council Meetings are every 1st and 3rd Tuesday, 5 pm at Columbus Municipal Complex, 
1501 Main Street. 


SUBJECT YOU WISH TO SPEAK ABOUT:



Vanita Phinisey

03/10/2025
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Use space below for additional information if needed:





























My signature below signifies and promises I agree to all attached notes, terms and conditions. I also 
understand that the completed application will be published as part of the agenda on the City's website.

Printed Name: ________________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________

Date Completed: ______________________________________
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NOTE: You will appear on the Citizen's Input section of the meeting. No citizens shall present themselves
for Citizen's Inupt wearing dark sunglasses or headwear unless prescribed by a Medical Doctor. If sunglasses
or headwear are ordered by a physician, a doctor's written order may be required. In the case of established
religious principles requiring headwear, exceptions will be allowed. 
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LOCAL SPORTS 

Introducing the inaugural class of the 
Lowndes County Sports Hall of Fame 
BY COLIN DAMMS 

cdamms@cdispatch.com 

COLUMBUS - With 
the announcement of the 
inaugural class of the 
Lowndes County Sports 
Hall of Fame featuring 
athletes and coaches 
with contributions dat­
ing back to the 1950s for 
area schools, recreational 
leagues and the YMCA, 
The Dispatch is publish­
ing short biographies to 
help readers remember -
or get to know - each of 
the 10 honorees. 

The information in­
cluded was largely re­
searched and provided by 
former Dispatch sports 
editor and LCSHOF sec­
retary and co-founder, 
Henry Matuszak, with ad­
ditional research by Colin 
Damms. 

Stanley Ross Black 
Black ran track and 

played football, basket­
ball and baseball at Lee 
High School and Heri­
tage Academy. He was a 
wide receiver and defen­
sive back at Mississippi 
State, where he was an 
All-American and All-SEC 
at safety in 1976 before 
playing in the National 
Football League for the 
San Francisco 49ers in 
1977. 

Homer Erwin "Billy" 
Brewer 

Brewer played quar­
terback and coached foot­
ball at Lee High School 
and Ole Miss and played 
in the NFL for Washing­
ton in 1960. Played in 
the 1955 Mississippi All-

Star Game as a senior 
and earned All-SEC and 
College Football All-Star 
honors at Ole Miss. Head 
coach at Lee from 1961-
69, including a perfect 
9-0 season in 1969, be­
fore coaching at Heritage
1970-71. He then served
as head coach at South­
eastern Louisiana from
1974-79, Louisiana Tech
from 1980-82 and Ole
Miss from 1983-93.

Roosevelt Bridges 
Bridges served as an 

athletics pioneer at for­
mer Motley High School, 
now West Lowndes, 
where he was the first 
coach for basketball, base­
ball and football. He later 
became principal in 1979. 
As basketball coach, 
Bridges led the Panthers 
to six sub-district champi­
onships and four appear­
ances in the North State 
tournament. Later in his 
career, he would serve on 
the board of the MHSAA 
and Columbus-Lowndes 
County Parks and Recre­
ation. 

Carl Hawley Butler Ill 
Butler served as head 

coach for the Columbus 
Swim Association and the 
Golden Triangle Swim 
League, coaching CSA 
to 15 consecutive state 
championships from 

1965-79 and GTSL to 
six titles from 1980-85. 
Including his state cham­
pionship with the Jack­
son Swim Association in 
1960, Butler led 22 cham­
pionship teams through­
out his career. 

Sam Fletcher 
Born in Tuscaloosa, 

Ala., Fletcher was raised 
in Columbus where he at­
tended Lee High School 
and starred as a baseball 
player. He led the team 
with a .364 average as a ju­
nior and .391 as a senior, 
playing for three district 
championship teams. Be­
fore high school, Fletcher 
was a catcher on fellow 
inductee Frank Griffin's 
Columbus All-Star team 
that won the 1963 state 
championship. After high 
school, Fletcher played 
at Mississippi State from 
1966-69 where he earned 
All-SEC and All-SEC West 
honors, leading the Bull­
dogs in batting average 
and RBIs as a sophomore. 

Leslie Frazier 
Frazier starred as 

a defensive back, wide 
receiver and running 
back at Lee, lettering in 
basketball, baseball and 
football before attending 
Alcorn State, where he 
won a SWAC title in 1979. 
He was drafted by the 

Shepherd Weatherspoon 

Chicago Bears and played 
for six seasons, winning 
a Super Bowl in 1985 as 
part of the memorable de­
fense. Frazier also helped 
invent the "Super Bowl 
Shuffle." Frazier would 
embark on a long coach­
ing career in the NFL, 
including four seasons 
(2010-13) as head coach 
of the Minnesota Vikings, 
and is currently assistant 
head coach for the Seattle 
Sea hawks. 

Frank Griffin 
Griffin graduated in 

1955 from Lee, where 
he played basketball, 
baseball, football and ran 
track. He was captain of 
the basketball and base­
ball teams as a senior. 

After graduating from 
Mississippi State and 
serving in the U.S. Army, 
Griffin returned to Colum­
bus and began a 50-year 
career in sports and rec­
reation with the Colum­
bus-Lowndes Recreation 
Authority and Columbus 
YMCA. He helped intro­
duce T-ball to Columbus, 
coached pee wee foot­
ball and basketball, little 
league baseball and youth 
soccer, and served as an 
official for high school and 
junior college football and 
basketball for 30 years 
while also umpiring youth 
baseball in Columbus. 

Griffin would also 
serve East Columbus on 
the City Council from 
1969-74 and served as 
the director of Columbus 
Parks and Recreation 
from 

Ronnie Richardson 
Richardson starred as 

a baseball and football 
player at Lee, garnering 
state and national recog­
nition as a pitcher. He was 
an important member of 
Lee's 1986 and 1987 state 
championship-winning 
baseball teams and was 
named Mississippi High 
School Baseball Player 
of the Year in both sea­
sons. His 60 wins and 732 
strikeouts are the most 
by any player in state his­
tory, and currently ranks 
fourth and second, re­
spectively, in the national 
high school record books. 

He became the win­
ningest pitcher in state 
history with a no-hitter 
against Amory on April 7, 
1987, and later that year 
was drafted by the Boston 
Red Sox. He played six 
seasons in the organiza­
tion at the A and AA lev­
els. After playing, Rich­
ardson became a pitching 
coach and served at both 
Columbus High School 
and Noxubee County 
High School. 

Cary Shepherd 
Shepherd graduated 

from Lee and Mississip­
pi University for Women 
before beginning a career 
as a coach and educator. 
She coached slow and 
fast-pitch softball at New 

Hope High School from 
1982-2006, where she led 
the Trojans to 19 district 
titles, 13 North State 
championships, and nine 
state championships in 
slow pitch. From 2000-05 
her slow pitch teams won 
six consecutive champi­
onships. In fast pitch, the 
Trojans won four district 
titles and one North State 
title. 

She also coached an 
ASA national champion­
ship team in 1995 and 
won a National Coach of 
the Year award in 2003. 

She is a member of the 
Mississippi Association of 
Coaches Hall of Fame. 

Clarence Weatherspoon 
Weatherspoon gradu­

ated from Motley High 
School in 1988, starring 
as a forward for the Pan­
thers basketball team and 
earning a bid to play in the 
MAC All-Star game. He 
attended Southern Miss, 
earning three Metro Con­
ference Player of the Year 
awards, averaging 18.2 
points and 11.3 rebounds 
in four seasons with the 
Golden Eagles. He was 
drafted ninth overall by 
the Philadelphia 76ers in 
1992, beginning a 13-year 
NBA career with stops 
at Golden State, Miami, 
Cleveland, New York and 
Houston. He averaged 
11.5 points and 7.5 re­
bounds over 915 games in 
the league. 

He served as an assis­
tant coach at Southern 
Miss from 2016-22 and is 
currently the head coach 
at Meridian Community 
College. 



Lowndes County Sports Hall of Fame Sponsorship Form

Date: April 18, 2025 Time:  6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Ticket Price: $30 each

Event: Inaugural Sports Hall of Fame Inductee Banquet

Location: Columbus Trotter Convention Center

Join us in celebrating the inaugural induction of local sports legends into the Lowndes County Sports Hall of Fame! 
Your sponsorship helps honor those who have significantly contributed to our community's sports culture.

Sponsorship Levels

1. Super Bowl Sponsor - $7,500

      Benefits:

 Recognition as a top-tier sponsor on all promotional materials and at the event

 Prominent logo placement on event signage and website

 Reserved VIP seating for 16 guests •   Acknowledgment in press releases and social media

 Opportunity to present an award

2. Grand Slam Sponsor - $5,000

      Benefits:

 Recognition on promotional materials and at the event

 Logo placement on event signage and website

 Reserved seating for 8 guests •   Mention at the event 

 Acknowledgment in press releases and social media

3. Slam Dunk Sponsor - $3,000

      Benefits:

 Recognition on promotional materials and at the event

 Logo placement on the website •   Mention at the event 

 Reserved seating for 8 guests •   Acknowledgment in press releases and social media



4. Hole-in-One Sponsor - $1,000

 Benefits:

 Recognition on promotional materials and at the event • Mention at the event

 Logo placement on the website • Reserved seating for 6 guests

5. Goalie Sponsor - $500

 Benefits:

 Recognition on promotional materials and at the event • Mention at the event

 Logo placement on the website • Reserved seating for 4 guests

Sponsor Information

Company/Organization Name:

Contact Person:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Sponsorship Level:

 _____ Super Bowl Sponsor - $7,500  _____ Grand Slam Sponsor - $5,000

 _____ Slam Dunk Sponsor - $3,000  _____ Hole-in-One Sponsor - $1,000

 _____ Goalie Sponsor - $500

Additional Tickets: [ ] (Number of additional tickets needed @ $30 each)

Total Sponsorship Amount: $_____________

Payment Method:

 Check Please make payable to:   Lowndes County Sports Hall of Fame

 Mailing Address:  P O Box 789, Columbus, MS 39703

 Drop of donation: Columbus-Lowndes Visitor’s Bureau, 117 3rd St. South, Columbus, MS 39701

Acknowledgment Preferences (please select one):

 I would like my sponsorship to be acknowledged as follows: ___________________________________

 I prefer to remain anonymous.

Signature: ____________________________ Date: ______________

Please return this form to by Mar 18, 2025

Thank you for your support in honoring our local sports heroes!



Lowndes County Sports Hall of Fame    A 501(c)(3) organization 
117 3rd Street South    lowndescountysportshalloffame@gmail.com        
Columbus, MS 39701     lowndescountysportshalloffame.com       

      

       

 

 

 

Mayor Keith Gaskin and Members of the City Council 

523 Main Street 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

 

Dear Mayor and City Council,  

 

Through the years, Lowndes County and Columbus have been synonymous with a rich history of being 

a hot bed for sports in the Magnolia State. We can boast of being the home of athletes, coaches and 

other contributors who excelled in sports endeavors, with some even attaining legendary status. Dating 

back to the early 1900s to present day, Columbus and Lowndes County have stocked colleges and 

universities with athletic talent. Some of the athletes went on to play at the highest level of competition 

with players being on MLB, NFL, CFL, NBA and WNBA rosters. Collectively, we have produced 

major college and NFL coaches who led their teams to bowl games and the playoffs, respectively.  At 

the prep level, Columbus and Lowndes County have had coaches leading teams to state championships 

in football, boys and girls basketball, baseball, softball, boys and girls track, volleyball, tennis and golf.  

We certainly have had our fair share of athletes in individual sports such as boxing as well.  

 

These athletes, coaches and contributors from Lowndes County are now able to be honored locally for 

their accolades in the field of sports through The Lowndes County Sports Hall of Fame.  The banquet 

honoring the inaugural class of inductees is set for April 18, 2025, and will begin at 6:00pm in the 

Trotter Convention Center.  We believe it will be a sold-out event and will have a very positive impact 

on our community. 

 

On behalf of the Lowndes County Sports Hall of Fame, I am asking for your consideration in 

supporting the event by being a sponsor.  I have attached the various levels of sponsorship for your 

convenience. 

 

Thank you for your consideration in honoring these inductees that have been a source of pride for our 

community over the years. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Trip Hairston, Vice President 

Lowndes County Sports Hall of Fame 



                                             Derelict Property Docket March 18, 2025                                                                                       

Case # and Violation Ward Name and Violation Address Notes 
     

25-0043 
 
 

 

 

Property Maintenance 

Code Violation 

 

1 JONES AND TAMMY ENTERPRISES LLC 

c/o TAMMY DAVIS STEVENSON 

 

 

Violation Address: 

1920 Washington Avenue 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

25-0044 
 
 

 

 

Dilapidated Structure 

1 JONES AND TAMMY ENTERPRISES LLC 

 

 

Violation Address: 

1919 Washington Avenue (1919-1925) 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

25-0045 
 
 

 

Property Maintenance 

Code Violation 

1 DAMIIEN D. HILL / CHAVON N. HILL 

 

 

Violation Address: 

1815 3rd Avenue South 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

25-0047 
 

 
 

Property Maintenance 

Code Violation 

1 JENNIFER MONTGOMERY PREWITT / JAMES ROBERT MONTGOMERY JR. 

 

 

Violation Address: 

410 17th Street South 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

25-0049 
 

 
 

Accumulation of 

Rubbish & Garbage 

4 WILLIE J. WILLIAMS 

 

 

Violation Address: 

512 19th Street North 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

25-0051 
 

 
 

Property Maintenance 

Code Violation 

5 JACYNDA GRIFFIN 

 

 

Violation Address: 

817 17th Street North 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

25-0052 
 

 
 

Accumulation of 

Rubbish & Garbage 

4 TOMMY PATTON 

 

 

Violation Address: 

507 27th Street North 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

25-0054 
 

 
Accumulation of 

Rubbish & Garbage 

1 DAISY S. MURRAY 

 

 

Violation Address: 

1901 Bell Avenue 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

25-0057 
 

Burned Structure 

 

Property Maintenance 

Code Violation 

3 TIMOTHY BROWN 

 

 

Violation Address: 

111 Mason Street 

Columbus, MS 39702 

 

 



Case # and Violation Ward Name and Violation Address Notes 

    

25-0058 
 

 
Accumulation of 

Rubbish & Garbage 

1 EARNEST J. DAVIS III 

 

 

Violation Address: 

5th Avenue South 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

25-0059 
 

 
Accumulation of 

Rubbish & Garbage 

1 CARL BANKHEAD / BRENDA BANKHEAD 

 

 

Violation Address: 

15 Pandora Drive 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

25-0060 
 

 
Property Maintenance  

Code Violation 

4 EDDIE WILL SHELTON JR. 

 

 

Violation Address: 

2423 6th Avenue North 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

 



                         City of  

  Columbus, MS 
 

  Code Enforcement Division 
March 18, 2025 (Part 1) 



Derelict Property 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Case No. 25-0043  

• Jones and Tammy Enterprises LLC c/o Tammy Davis Stevenson 

• 1920 Washington Avenue 
• Property Maintenance Code Violation 



Derelict Property 
Same Parcel:             House  #1                                                                               House # 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Case No. 25-0044  

• Jones and Tammy Enterprises LLC 

• 1919 Washington Avenue (1919-1925) 
• Dilapidated Structures 



Derelict Property 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Case No. 25-0045  

• Damien D. Hill / Chavon N. Hill 

• 1815 3rd Avenue South 
• Property Maintenance Code Violation 



Derelict Property 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Case No. 25-0047  

• Jennifer Montgomery Prewitt / James Robert Montgomery Jr. 

• 410 17th Street South 
• Property Maintenance Code Violation 



Derelict Property 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Case No. 25-0049  

• Willie J. Williams 

• 512 19th Street North 
• Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage 



Derelict Property 
 

  Same Parcel:               House #1                                                                           House #2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Case No. 25-0051  

• Jacynda Griffin 

• 817 17th Street North  
• Property Maintenance Code Violation 



Derelict Property 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Case No. 25-0052  

• Tommy Patton 

• 507 27th Street North 
• Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage 



                         City of  

  Columbus, MS 
 

  Code Enforcement Division 
March 18, 2025 (Part 2) 



Derelict Property 
                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Case No. 25-0054  

• Daisy S. Murray 

• 1901 Bell Avenue 
• Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage 



Derelict Property 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Case No. 25-0057  

• Timothy Brown 

• 111 Mason Street 
• Burned Structure / Property Maintenance Code Violation 



Derelict Property 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Case No. 25-0058  

• Earnest J. Davis III 

• 5th Avenue South 
• Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage 



Derelict Property 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Case No. 25-0059  

• Carl Bankhead / Brenda Bankhead 

• 15 Pandora Drive 
• Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage 



Derelict Property 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Case No. 25-0060  

• Eddie Will Shelton Jr. 

• 2423 6th Avenue North 
• Property Maintenance Code Violation 



CITY OF COLUMBUS
POST OFFICE BOX 1408

COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 39703

MAYOR
    KEITH GASKIN.

CITY COUNCIL
ETHEL STEWART
JOSEPH W. MICKENS, SR.
RUSSELL GREENE
PIERRE D. BEARD, SR.
STEPHEN JONES
JACQUELINE DICICCO

CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER
      JAMMIE GARRETT

CFO/SECRETARY-TREASURER
      JAMES “Jim” BRIGHAM

POLICE CHIEF 
JOSEPH M. DAUGHTRY, SR.

FIRE CHIEF
DUANE HUGHES

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR
       PATRICIA S. MITCHELL

PT DIRECTOR OF PLANNING &      
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
       GEORGE IRBY

March 12, 2025

Mayor Keith Gaskin
and Members of the City Council
City of Columbus, MS

Dear Mayor and Council Members:

The Public Works Director, Assistant PW Director and I have interviewed applicants to 
fill the position of Boom Truck Operator in the Public Works Department as a result of a 
previous resignation. 

A background check has been conducted, which resulted in no record that prevents the 
applicant from being hired. We request that you approve the hire of  DERRICK L. 
LUCIOUS     to fill this position at $17.00 per hour, pending successful completion of a 
pre-employment drug screen and medical examination. The Pay for this position is 
$18.50 per hour. We will request an increase to this amount following completion of the 
six (6) months probationary period.

Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Patricia Mitchell

Patricia Mitchell
Human Resources Director

Casey Bush

Casey Bush
Public Works Director
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and Members of the City Council
City of Columbus, MS

Dear Mayor and Council Members:

The Public Works Director, Assistant PW Director and I have interviewed applicants to 
fill the position of Boom Truck Operator in the Public Works Department as a result of a 
previous resignation. 

A background check has been conducted, which resulted in no record that prevents the 
applicant from being hired. We request that you approve the hire of  

  to fill this position at $17.00 per hour, pending successful completion of a pre-
employment drug screen and medical examination. The Pay for this position is $18.50 
per hour. We will request an increase to this amount following completion of the six (6) 
months probationary period.

Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Patricia Mitchell

Patricia Mitchell
Human Resources Director

Casey Bush

Casey Bush
Public Works Director
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Project Justification: Construct Open Hangar (8,065 SF +/-)  

The Columbus-Lowndes County Airport is a General Aviation airport located in Columbus, 
Mississippi. The airport is included in FAA’s National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems (NPAIS) 
and as such, is eligible for funding through the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Airport 
Improvement Program (AIP). The airport is co-sponsored by the City of Columbus and Lowndes 
County, Mississippi. 

The Airport has a single runway 4,500 feet in length by 100 feet in width accompanied by a full 
parallel taxiway, connecting taxiways, one enclosed box hangar, one 4-unit t-hangar, open 
hangars, and a terminal building. The Columbus-Lowndes County Airport is proposing to 
complete a project to construct an additional open hangar to house single and twin-engine 
aircraft. The proposed hangar will be located adjacent to an existing apron south of the terminal 
building and will utilize the apron for ingress/egress as shown in Figure 1. The project will be 
designed with the use of bid alternates to utilize the funds available.  

This project is related to economic development and increasing airport revenue. The estimated 
total cost of the t-hangar including engineering, administration, and construction is $711,223. A 
detailed Opinion of Probable Cost is included as Attachment A. 

1. Operational Impact on Airport 
• Improve operational safety or security on the Airport? 
• Enhance aviation service to the public? 

The construction of the aircraft hangar will significantly improve operational safety at 
Columbus-Lowndes County Airport. The facility's design will include modern safety standards, 
including wide, unobstructed access points, reinforced concrete flooring, and proper 
drainage systems, which will ensure safe movement of both aircraft and personnel. By 
providing a dedicated, weather-resistant space for aircraft storage and maintenance, the 
hangar will minimize the risks associated with leaving aircraft exposed to the elements. 
Furthermore, the hangar will allow for timely maintenance and inspections, helping to ensure 
that all aircraft are in peak operational condition, thus reducing the likelihood of in-flight 
issues or accidents. 

In addition to enhancing safety, the hangar will improve aviation services offered to the 
public by accommodating more aircraft, providing easier access for both local pilots and 
visiting aviation enthusiasts. With these expanded capabilities, the hangar will also facilitate 
greater collaboration with local aviation schools and flight training centers, thereby 
advancing aviation education and fostering a new generation of skilled pilots. Ultimately, this 
project will support the local aviation community by improving both the safety and efficiency 
of services available to the public. 
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2. Economic Impact of the Project 
• Produce revenue or result in cost savings for the Airport? 
• Benefit the economy of the surrounding community? 
• Provided a thorough cost-benefit analysis of the Project evidencing the net value of the 

Project to the Airport and surrounding community? 
• Create or support jobs, directly or indirectly, at the Airport or in the local community? 

Business/traffic has been progressively increasing for the Airport, and the demand for 
adequate hangar facilities is at an all-time high. The Columbus-Lowndes County Airport does 
not currently have available hangar space for new tenants. The increase in the enclosed 
hangar rental potential will attract more clients, which will result in an increase in fuel sales 
and services provided at the Airport, which will further contribute to increased revenue 
streams.  

The new hangar will have a significant positive impact on the local economy. By enhancing 
the airport's capacity and services, the hangar will attract more aviation-related businesses 
and tourism to the region. The increased activity at the airport will directly benefit local 
businesses, such as aviation mechanics, fuel suppliers, flight schools, and hospitality services, 
creating a ripple effect that strengthens the economy. Furthermore, the hangar will make 
the airport a more attractive destination for regional aviation events, which will draw in 
visitors, further boosting local spending on accommodations, dining, and other services. By 
improving the airport’s infrastructure, the project will create a stronger connection between 
the aviation sector and the surrounding community, fostering long-term economic growth. 

Construction of the hangar will not only support existing jobs, but it will also create jobs. The 
construction phase will include excavation, structural concrete, and the erection of 
structural steel. These are jobs that will likely be provided by local contractors, thereby 
creating local jobs. It is reasonable to assume that 50% of the construction costs will be 
reinvested in local jobs and manufacturers in the area (approximately $350,000). This 
increased activity will also contribute to an increase in service sector jobs and tax revenue 
in the local community. Once operational, the hangar will create and/or enhance permanent 
jobs such as aircraft maintenance technicians, customer service staff, and administrative 
personnel, as well as additional positions in aviation-related businesses (e.g., fueling 
services, flights schools, aviation rentals). 

The economic ripple effect from these job opportunities will further benefit local businesses 
by increasing consumer spending in the region. As the airport's expanded operations attract 
more visitors and businesses, it will create a self-sustaining ecosystem of employment and 
economic activity, contributing to the long-term prosperity of the surrounding community. 
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Cost-Benefit Analysis: 

Cost:  Initial Investment (approximately)    $ 711,223 

Benefits: Increase in Fuel Sales      $   30,000/year 
  Increase in Rental Revenue     $   10,800/year 
  Maintenance Savings (50% Decrease)   $    1,200/year 
  Total Increase in Benefits     $  42,000/year 
 

Estimating an interest rate of 2%, in approximately 17 years, this project will have generated 
enough income to cover the initial investment and start producing net revenue. 
 
    Initial Investment (approximately)    $  711,223 
    Interest Rate        2% 
    Annual Revenue      $     42,000 
    Amortization Period        20 years 8 months 
 
The increased operational efficiency and safety improvements associated with the hangar 
will mitigate the risks of accidents and downtime, leading to reduced costs for maintenance 
and operational disruptions. The cost-benefit analysis indicates that the project will not only 
pay for itself in just over 20 years but will continue to generate returns over the long term, 
benefiting both the Airport and the local economy. 

3. Airport Activity Supports the Proposed Project 
• Support current operations or new operations at the Airport? 

The construction of the aircraft hangar will significantly support and enhance both current 
and new operations at the Airport. For existing operations, the increased storage capacity 
will alleviate current overcrowding and provide much-needed space for aircraft storage, thus 
improving operational efficiency and reducing congestion. This will streamline current 
services such as aircraft maintenance, fueling, and other ground operations, ensuring that 
they are carried out in a more timely and organized manner. 

Additionally, the hangar will provide a foundation for expanding the Airport’s services to 
include new operations. With the additional space, the Airport will be better equipped to 
accommodate new types of aircraft, offer more comprehensive maintenance services, and 
attract new aviation-related businesses such as flight schools, charter services, and private 
aviation operations. The facility will also make the Airport more attractive to potential 
partners and aviation companies looking for a well-equipped base of operations, further 
expanding the Airport’s reach and capabilities. This growth in operational scope will not only 
improve the overall function of the Airport but also enhance its reputation as a key regional 
general aviation hub, supporting both present and future needs in the general aviation 
industry. 



Project Justification 
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4. Funding 
• Are funds necessary for the Project? 
• Needed to complete an ongoing project or development? 
• Be used as AIP matching funds or to leverage other funding? 
• Are project costs and/or budget reasonable? 

Unfortunately, the operating budget of the CLCA is very limited, and it is used mostly for 
necessary maintenance, repairs, and everyday operating expenses. The estimated cost for 
this project exceeds the allowable Airport budget. Since this project is revenue producing, 
it is not a priority for AIP funds. Without this Multimodal Grant, the construction of the 
facility would not be possible, as the project’s total cost exceeds the Airport’s financial 
capacity. These funds are not only necessary for completing the construction but also to 
ensure that the facility meets the needs of the Airport and its users, offering modern, safe, 
and efficient space for aircraft storage and maintenance. 

The construction of the hangar is a critical component of ongoing development efforts to 
improve the infrastructure and operations at the Airport. The project represents the next 
step in a series of improvements designed to modernize the Airport and better serve the 
growing needs of the local aviation community. Without the construction of this hangar, the 
Airport will struggle to keep pace with the increasing demand for aircraft storage which will 
limit growth and operational efficiency.  

The requested funds will also be strategically used to leverage additional sources of funding, 
particularly, for the matching funds under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL). A portion 
of the FY25 and FY26 BIL funds have been allocated for matching funds for this project. The 
project will be designed to complement ongoing initiatives funded through BIL grants, 
maximizing the impact of federal and state funding and ensuring that the Airport can meet 
all required matching contributions. By securing this grant, the Airport will be able to fulfill 
the necessary funding partners, creating a broader financial foundation for the project’s 
success.  

The project costs and overall budget have been carefully reviewed and are considered both 
reasonable and necessary for the successful completion of the hangar. The estimated costs 
of design, construction, and operational setup have been developed in consultation with 
experienced contractors, engineers, and aviation professionals to ensure accuracy and 
efficiency. A detailed cost breakdown has been provided, which covers all essential aspects 
of the project, including materials, labor, permitting, and contingency funds. We believe the 
proposed budget reflects fair market values and is well aligned with industry standards for 
similar aviation infrastructure projects. The project’s costs are necessary to create a high-
quality, durable facility that will support the Airport’s operations for many years to come. 
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5. Consistency with Airport Layout 
• Meets current design standards or allows for further development to meet future 

needs? 
• Pertinent to the Airport’s needs? 

 
The proposed construction of the aircraft hangar is consistent with the Airport’s existing 
layout and current design standards. The hangar will be strategically planned to complement 
the Airport’s current infrastructure, ensuring that it integrates seamlessly into the existing 
space without disrupting ongoing operations. The facility's design will consider the Airport's 
current traffic patterns, aircraft movement areas, and safety regulations, adhering to all 
relevant design standards for aviation structures. 
 
Additionally, the hangar will be designed with flexibility in mind to allow for future growth. 
As the Airport continues to expand and accommodate more aircraft and services, the 
hangar’s placement and design will allow for potential future development, including 
additional bays or complementary facilities. This project not only meets the immediate needs 
of the Airport but also allows for scalable growth to meet future aviation demands, ensuring 
that the Airport remains adaptable and capable of supporting increasing traffic and 
operations. 
 
The hangar is directly aligned with the Airport’s current and future needs. As the Airport 
experiences an increase in general aviation traffic and private aircraft operations, the demand 
for safe and efficient aircraft storage and maintenance facilities has risen. The hangar will 
directly address this demand by providing much-needed space for both current and new 
aircraft, ensuring that operations remain smooth and efficient. Furthermore, the hangar will 
support the Airport’s strategic goals to enhance its infrastructure, improve safety standards, 
and provide quality services to aviation businesses, flight schools, and private pilots. 
 
The project is therefore not only pertinent to the Airport’s immediate needs but also plays a 
crucial role in the Airport’s long-term development plans, ensuring that it continues to meet 
the evolving needs of the aviation community. 
 
 

6. Any additional information the applicant would like for the Committee to consider in the 
competition for approval and funding of the project. 

This project will benefit Columbus-Lowndes County Airport and the surrounding community 
financially while providing a safer, more desirable facility that will attract both more based 
and itinerant aircraft. With the continued industrial growth in the Golden Triangle area, the 
number of based and itinerant general aviation traffic has been progressively increasing, and 
the Columbus-Lowndes County Airport’s goal is to meet the ever-increasing demands.  
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O ffic e  o f 
Mit ig a t io n  
G ra n t s 

DR4790        

APPLICANT BRIEFING



Wha t  is Mit ig a t io n?

The effort to reduce loss of life and property by lessening the 
impact of disasters. 

For mitigation to be effective we need to take action now - before 
the next disaster - to reduce human and financial consequences 
later (analyzing risk, reducing risk, and insuring against risk). 

The Office of Mitigation manages pre-disaster and post disaster 
grants designed to reduce the loss of lives and property.



Wha t  is Mit ig a t io n?  

“Any sustained action taken to reduce 
or eliminate long-term risk to life and 
property from a hazard event.”



G ra n t s Pro g ra m s

Ma na g e
Pro je c t  1• Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP)

• Building Resilient Infrastructure & Community (BRIC)
• Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA)



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
c o nse c te tur a d ip isc ing  e lit. Duis 
vulp uta te  nulla  a t a nte  rho nc us, 
ve l e ffic itur fe lis c o nd ime ntum. 

Pro in o d io  o d io .

The Purpose of Hazard 
Mitigation Assistance Grants

Funds Sustainable, Cost-Effective 
Actions

Supports projects that 
provide long-term 
solutions and are 

economically viable.

Environmentally Sound

Focuses on actions 
that do not harm the 

environment and 
promote ecological 

balance.

Reduces or Eliminates Risk

Aims to prevent loss of 
life and property from 

natural hazards 
without increasing risk 

in nearby areas.



Hazard Mitigation Grant Program

Authorized under Section 404 of the Stafford Act

Provides funding for eligible disaster loss 
reduction measures identified through a risk 
assessment of State and local hazards

Administered by Mississippi Emergency 
Management Agency (MEMA)

75/25 Cost Share 



Mitigation Grant Process

Eligibility 

Ap p lic a tio n 

C lo se o ut & Re imb urse me nt

Fund ing  



• State and local governments

• Qualified private non-profit 
organizations and 
institutions

• Native American tribes or 
tribal organizations

Who is eligible? 



Eligible Local Applicant Requirements 

• Local jurisdiction must have an approved mitigation 
plan. The plan must be adopted by the local jurisdiction. 

• Project must be cost-effective

• EHP compliant

• Must be technically feasible.

• Be a participant in good standing in the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP).



• Hazard Mitigation Planning
• Property Acquisition
• Structure Elevation
• Flood Risk Reduction
• Stabilization
• Floodproofing
• Safe Room/Storm Shelter
• Retrofit
• Warning Systems
• Secondary Power Source (ex: Generators)

Eligible Project Types 



Eligible Project Types

Warning Systems



Eligible Project Types

Generators



Eligible Project Types

Community Storm Shelters



Eligible Project Types

Stormwater Drainage 
Projects 



Eligible Project Types

Elevation Projects



Eligible Project Types

Acquisition Projects



Eligible Project Types

Rankin County Safe Room



• Activities that do not reduce the risk to people, 
structures, or infrastructure.

• Landscaping for Ornamentation (Ex: trees, shrubs)
• Forest management
• Activities that only address manmade hazards
• Irrigation Systems
• Preparedness and response measures and equipment
• Property acquisition projects that do not maintain open 

space in perpetuity.

   Other ineligible activities can be found in the Hazard Mitigation Assistance Program and Policy Guide, July 30, 2024 

Ineligible Project Types



How to Apply



NOI Example

• One mitigation activity 
per NOI

• An approved notice of 
intent does not guarantee 
that your application will 
be approved. 

• Must be submitted to the 
Office of Mitigation via 
the Mitigation Grants 
Specialist.



• Must be submitted via 
my.msema.org

• Must include a detailed 
scope of work for the 
proposed project. 

• Must be submitted 
within 1 week from the 
approval date of the 
Notice of Intent. 

Pre-Application Process





Scope of Work Components 

• Describes ALL activities required for completing the 
project

• Describes the problem being mitigated
     -Describe materials and techniques that will be used 
• GPS Coordinates (decimal Form)
     -30.123456, -89.98765432 project placement 
• Ground Disturbance
• Helps expedite the review process by providing context 

and compiles key information



Examples of Documentation Requirements in the Scope of Work

COMMUNITY SAFEROOM  

Reference P-361 (2021), IBC 
2020

ADA compliant (parking lot, 
sidewalks, entrance, restrooms)

Wind speed

SIREN

Ground disturbance 

New pole or old pole

GENERATOR 

Any existing generator?  
Acquisition date?  Working?  

Previous maintenance?

Trenching GPS coordinates

DRAINAGE

 Consideration for upstream 
and downstream effects



Developing the Budget

• Must include all anticipated direct project costs.
• Project Management 
• A&E costs 
• Site Prep, staging, permits, disposal, etc.

• Must identify contract work, in-house staff hours or 
donations, and any in-kind contribution.

• Must identify source references for estimated cost budget 
narrative that clearly defines budget line items.

• Single line-item budgets are not allowed.



Developing the Timeline

• Must include project tasks, milestones, and 
durations.

• Must not exceed the time allowed for the project 
type.

• Must be consistent with budget and Scope.



Developing the Benefit-Cost Analysis 
(BCA)

• Must be completed using the most current FEMA-
approved software and guidelines.

• Benefit-Cost Analysis | FEMA.gov

• Must have a benefit-cost ratio greater than one. 

• All data inputs that are not FEMA defaults must be 
documented. 

• Data entered in the BCA must be consistent with 
information in the application. 

https://www.fema.gov/grants/tools/benefit-cost-analysis


Supporting Documentation • Flood Map

• Aerial Map

• Topographic Map

• H & H studies

• Travel Map for Saferooms

• Site photos from each direction

• Damage history, news articles, video links

• Code reference if building to new codes

• Changes in population

• Changes in buildings, concrete

• Any previous ground disturbance

• Government departments and budgets 

within a building with a proposed 

generator



FEMA Review Process

Eligible applicant
Eligible project
Application 

complete
Meets state 

priorities
Permanent solution

Technically  
achievable
Cost effective
Non-federal match is 

in hand
Mitigation ability



HMGP Cost Share

• FEMA provides 75% reimbursement of the total eligible 
project cost up to the amount of the award.

• The Subrecipient provides 25% of the total eligible cost 
share. Non-Federal match may be in cash or in-kind.

• Other Federal funds cannot be used as part of the match 
with the exception of :
– Increased Cost of Compliance (ICC) payouts
– Most HUD Community Development Block Grants 

(CDBG) 



• Mitigation is any action that saves lives and protects property

• Hazard Mitigation Program funding is available to all eligible applicants with an approved adopted 
mitigation plan. 

• Applicant must be a member in good standing with the National Flood Insurance Program.

• All projects must be cost-effective and environmentally sound

• All projects must be sustainable by the community

• Cost-Share= 75% federal and 25% non-federal

• All projects must be submitted by the State imposed deadlines

• Projects will be completed within the period of performance.

• Hazard Mitigation Assistance Program and Policy Guidance
• FEMA.gov
• Contact MEMA Mitigation Grants Bureau

Hazard Mitigation Assistance Programs



Yazoo
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Humphreys

Jefferson 
Davis

Mitigation Grants Bureau Districts
Alex Hopkins

Grants Bureau Director
601-933-6622

 District 1 Joann Jordan jjordan@mema.ms.gov 
 District 2  Joann Jordan jjordan@mema.ms.gov 
 District 3  Joann Jordan jjordan@mema.ms.gov 

Shawn Wildman swildman@mema.ms.gov 
 District 5  Shawn Wildman swildman@mema.ms.gov 
 District 6  Shawn Wildman swildman@mema.ms.gov 
 District 7  Alex Hopkins ahopkins@mema.ms.gov
 District 8  Alex Hopkins ahopkins@mema.ms.gov
 District 9  Alex Hopkins ahopkins@mema.ms.gov

mailto:jjordan@mema.ms.gov
mailto:jjordan@mema.ms.gov
mailto:swildman@mema.ms.gov
mailto:swildman@mema.ms.gov


Hazard Mitigation Resources



A l e x  H o p k i n s ,  M i t i g a t i o n  
G r a n t s  B u r e a u  D i r e c t o r

ahopkins@mema.ms.gov

6 0 1-9 33-6 6 22

www.mse ma .o rg



Q UESTIO N S?

THAN K YO U.



Reviewed by___________Approved____      Denied_____              Funding Source__________ 

 

Notice of Intent 

Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grant Programs  

Mississippi Emergency Management Agency 

This form aims to establish your community’s interest in the Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grant 

Programs (HMGP, BRIC, FMA) and identify projects that are priorities for your jurisdiction to 

reduce or eliminate future emergencies and disaster costs to become more resilient. 

 
NAME/ADDRESS OF JURISDICTION:   BASIS OF ELIGIBILITY: 

 

__________________________________       _____State Gov’t    ____Indian Tribe 

 

_________________________________________        _____Local Gov’t   _____Other 

 

_________________________________________         

 

_________________________________________        _____ Private Non-profit Organization 

 

 

COUNTY OF JURISDICTION______________________________________________ 

 

POINT OF CONTACT_______________________ PHONE NUMBER_______________ 

 

EMAIL  

 

 

 

1. Brief Description of Problem: ______________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

             ________________________________________________________________________ 

             ________________________________________________________________________ 

  

       2. Brief Description of Project: _______________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

             ________________________________________________________________________ 

             ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

       3.  Is the project consistent with your Local Hazard Mitigation Plan risk assessment, goals and 

actions? Yes  No  Identify its location in plan by page and section. ___________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

4. Estimation of Cost: _______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Source of Local Share: ____________________________________________________ 
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POST OFFICE BOX 1408
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CITY COUNCIL
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RUSSELL GREENE
PIERRE D. BEARD, SR.
STEPHEN JONES
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PT DIRECTOR OF PLANNING &      
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
       GEORGE IRBY

March 12, 2025

Mayor Keith Gaskin
and Members of the City Council
City of Columbus, MS

Dear Mayor and Council Members:

The Public Works Director, Assistant PW Director, and I conducted interviews to fill one 
(1) Truck Driver vacancy  in the Public Works Department. We request that you approve 
the hire of   JEFFREY GORE, JR.   to fill this position at an hourly rate of $17.00, 
contingent on successful completion of a pre-employment medical exam and drug 
screen. 

Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

S/S Patricia Mitchell

Patricia Mitchell
Human Resources Director

S/S Casey Bush

Casey Bush
Public Works Director
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March 12, 2025

Mayor Keith Gaskin and
  Members of the City Council
City of Columbus, MS

RE: EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK AMENDMENTS

Dear Mayor and Council Members:

As requested, I have made some amendments to the Employee Personnel Handbook, 
specifically, to the Family Medical Leave policy, in addition to some other minor changes. The 
changes are as follows:

PAGE 8: Revision Date of the Affirmative Action Program
PAGES 44-46: Revisions to the Family Medical Leave policy

This change only allows an employee that is off from work
due to a serious medical illness or injury twelve (12) weeks
of Family Medical Leave according to the Federal policy and
one (1) extension of up to an additional twelve (12) weeks.

PAGES 48-49: Revision of the Donated Leave Policy, which limits the amount 
of time an employee can receive Donated Leave from other
employees, since the FML leave is limited.

PAGES 50-51: Revision of the Light Duty policy upon return to work from 
an extensive illness, EXCEPT in the case of a serious on-
the-job injury.

These revisions will be made in the Employee Personnel Handbook and will be distributed to 
employees for inclusion in the handbook they have been provided.

I will be available to answer any questions you may have.

Sincerely,

/s/ Patricia Mitchell

Patricia Mitchell
Human Resources

Attachment



RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI
REQUESTING THE PUBLIC EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT

SYSTEM OF MISSISSIPPI TO MAKE PAYMENT 
OF THE 2025 COLA

WHEREAS, the City of Columbus is required to fund the necessary payment for 
the City of Columbus Police and Fire Disability and Relief Fund and the 2025 payment 
will become due at the end of 2025, as outlined in Mississippi Code Annotated §21-29-
247 9 (3) and (5), and the funds are available to make such payments.

IT IS THEREFORE, Resolved and Ordered that the City of Columbus does 
hereby adopt the Resolution request that the 2025 COLA payment be timely made.

THE ABOVE RESOLUTION, having been first reduced to writing, was 
introduced by Council Member  , who moved for its adoption. It was 
seconded by Council Member  .

The foregoing Resolution was read, considered and voted upon section by section 
and as a whole, the vote of each and all of the sections, and upon the Resolution as an 
entirety, was taken by “yea” and “nay” vote with the following results:

Council Member Ethel Taylor Stewart voted:
Council Member Joseph Mickens, Sr. voted:
Council Member Russell Greene voted:
Council Member Pierre Beard, Sr. voted:
Council Member Stephen Jones voted:
Council Member Jacqueline DiCicco voted:

The motion having received the affirmative vote of all Council Members present, 
the Mayor declared the motion carried and the Resolution adopted.

ADOPTED, APPROVED AND PASSED this the  day of    , 
2025.

    Keith Gaskin, Mayor

ATTEST:

James “Jim” Brigham, CFO/Secretary-Treasurer



TITLE STATUTE 2023 LOWNDES COUNTY 

ELECTION 

MAY 2024 SCHOOL 

BOND ELECTION 

APRIL 1, 2025 

PRIMARY ELECTION 

Election Commissioners 

(5) 

§23-15-153 (4) (5) 

$165.00 (Election 

Day) 

$110.00 (per diem) 

 

$165.00 (Election Day) 

$110.00 (Per Diem) 

 

$300.00 (Election Day)  

$110.00 (Per Diem) 

 

$300.00 (Election Day)  

$110.00 (Per Diem) 

Poll Managers (51) §23-15-227 (1) 

$125.00 

 

$150.00 (Election Day) 

$30.00 (Training) 

 

$150.00 (Election Day) 

$30.00 (Training) 

 

$150.00 (Election Day) 

$30.00 (Training) 

Returning & Receiving (8) §23-15-227 (2) 

$175.00 

 

$200.00 (Election Day) 

$30.00 (Training)  

 

$200.00 (Election Day) 

$30.00 (Training) 

 

$200.00 (Election Day) 

$30.00 (Training) 

 

 

 



COLUMBUS LOWNDES COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

515 2”^* Avenue North ® Columbus, MS 39701 ® 662-329-5110

Fax: 662-329-5111 ® Email: clawrence@bellsouth.net iSfcl
ormReadv

Cindy Lawrence, MCEM Director

March 12,2025

TO: Local Officials

FR: Cinay Lawrence, Director

RE: Hazard Mitigation Plan

Mississippi Emergency Management Agency has completed the process of updating the Hazard
Mitigation Plan for Lowndes County, City of Columbus, Towns of Artesia, Caledonia and
Crawford. Hazard Mitigation is any sustained action taken to reduce or eliminate loss of life or
property from the effects of hazards.

In order to make all governments eligible to receive Hazard Mitigation Grant funds, each county
must have a Hazard Mitigation Plan. Hazard Mitigation Grant Projects includes: Planning,
Acquisition, Elevation, Drainage, Codes & Standards, Generators, Tornado Warning Sirens, Safe
Rooms, and Other type projects.

I have enclosed the Resolution for Adopting the District 4 Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan to be
signed by the Mayor and Council.

The City agreed to participate in this program on October 11,2023. (enclosed for your review)

If you have questions or need additional information, please contact me at 662-329-5110.



INTENT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 2024/2025 UPDATE OF THE DISTRICT 4

REGIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION PUN

do hereby resolve to participate In the development of theWe, the City of

District Four (4) Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan. This participation is limited to allowing City

employee(s) to attend meetings with District 4 representatives and others to gather requested
information pertaining to the City of .f ^ for inclusion into the plan. There is a 10% local
government cost share, to be apportioned In whatever manner the local government sees fit.

// day of ^, 2023IN WITNESS WHEREOF, We have subscribed our signature this, the

I

f / 1

●● A
Mayor

busCity of



RESOLUTION FOR ADOPTING THE DISTRICT 4 REGIONAL HAZARD

MITIGATION PLAN

WHEREAS, various natural hazards have the potential for causing devastating harm and loss

of life and property to the citizens of the City/Town of

continue to do so; and

and will

WHEREAS, the implementation of hazard mitigation policies and strategies can protect the

citizens, and significantly reduce the loss of life and property from natural hazards; and

WHEREAS, a concerted effort should be made to address hazard mitigation in our respective

policies and programs; and

WHEREAS, hazard mitigation goals and objectives can be effectively developed through

participation in the development of a regional mitigation plan,

NOW THEREFORE, We, the Mayor, Board of Alderman of the City/Town of

do hereby resolve to adopt the District 4 Regional Hazard

Mitigation Plan.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, We have subscribed our signature this, the

,2025

day of

Mayor







From: Jeff Turnage [mailto:Jturnage@mitchellmcnutt.com]  

Sent: Monday, February 10, 2025 9:32 AM 
To: Keith Gaskin; Rogena Bonner; Jammie Garrett; James Brigham; Angela Jones 

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL]RE: Law's Family Devastiang Loss 

 

Rogena, I don’t think you get enough credit for what you do.  But I’m proud of how you 
handled it thus far. 
There are a bunch of stories out there about the late Jennings Cox, Jr.  Not sure if this is 
who the family was referring to or not.  It might well be that I have a conflict of interest 
on this subject, since I know two of my partners, Douglas Ford and Jim Wilson were 
extremely good friends with Bill and are still with Jamie. I have not checked yet to see if 
Bill was a client or not, but he was a friend of mine too.  With that said: 

1. If we cannot prove that the Cox family knew there were bodies buried on the lots 
they sold to the Laws, and further, that our records do not show that there were 
bodies on the lots the Cox family sold to the Laws, in fairness, the City ought to 
reimburse the Laws for the sums they paid the Cox family of those occupied 
lots.  Hypothetically only, if the Laws family decided to sue the Cox family, I 
could easily see the Cox family filing a third party complaint for indemnity 
against the City alleging that if the Cox family owes the Laws family, then the 
City owes Cox family) and it would seem to me that we likely could lose that case 
because we have no record of a burial there but presumably the City sold 
occupied the lots to the Cox family and did not notify at the time of purchase that 
the lots were occupied.   

2. The City should not charge the Laws family for digging where there was already 
someone buried there.   

 
I hate for this to have a lot of attention brought to it, but at the same time, if we’re 
writing a check to the Laws family to reimburse them for the worthless lots they bought 
from Cox, the minutes need to have some explanation.  Let’s discuss at the 10:00 am 
meeting. Maybe everyone could just call it even without money changing hands. 
 
 

 

   

JEFF TURNAGE 
Senior Shareholder 
 

Phone : 662-328-2316 
Direct : 662-245-5130 
Facsimile : 662-328-8035 
Cell : 662-364-0846 
Email :jturnage@mitchellmcnutt.com  

P. O. Box 1366 
Columbus, MS 39703 
215 5

th
 Street North 

Columbus, MS 39701 
 

www.mitchellmcnutt.com 
 
 
 

 
 

 

mailto:jturnage@mitchellmcnutt.com
http://www.mitchellmcnutt.com/
http://www.mitchellmcnutt.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552691033142
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mitchell-mcnutt/


From: Rogena Bonner  

Sent: Sunday, February 9, 2025 2:42 PM 
To: Jammie Garrett 

Cc: Keith Gaskin; Angela Jones; Jeff Turnage; James Brigham 
Subject: Law's Family Devastiang Loss 

 
Good Afternoon, Jammie! 
 
I tried to reach you by phone but could not get you.  This is too much to put in a text.  I need to bring 
you up to speed on what is taking place with the Law’s family.  Unexpectedly, the family loss William 
Russell Laws on February 6th.  I was notified around the 5th by Hollies Peel of Memorial Funeral Home 
that the family was planning on taking him off life support.  The Laws Family own several lots in 
Friendship.  Some are filled.  Lot 81 appears nearly filled as most of the graves have no marker and they 
are unknown.  In 1952, Ms. Powell, transferred ownership to a member of the Laws family with the 
understanding that Mr. Laws could bury family members there if the graves were empty once 
uncovered.  The lot was established in 1833.  Ms. Powell had her attorney out of Birmingham write to 
the State of Mississippi Department of Health to get an understanding about if remains were discovered 
at the time Mr. Laws wanted to bury a family member.  The State of Mississippi simply indicated that 
they had nothing to do with the selling or transferring of the lot.  Neither would they interfere with new 
burials as long as no remains were in a grave at the time it was uncovered.  If so, they would come into 
the picture.  It was stated this way in the records.  Well, Richie Laws, brother to the now deceased 
William Russell Laws wanted to bury his brother in the lot close by their father, leaving a space for their 
mother at the time of her demise.  He was under the impression that in grave space number nine, his 
mother would be buried.  In number eight, his brother would be buried and in number seven, William’s 
wife would be buried there at her demise.  Well, number nine is marked unknown in our records as well 
as number seven.  Number eight has the original owner, Margaret Humphries, from back in the 
1800s.  Richie Laws’ belief was that nobody was in any of the old unknown grave spaces.  I explained to 
him that if we uncovered any remains, we would quickly close the grave and they would not be allowed 
to bury anyone there.  Also, each opening and closing would cost the family as this was not a courtesy 
service from the city.  He understood and consulted with Hollis Peel of Memorial Funeral Home who 
advised them to buy two lots that he knew about that were owned by Artemus Jennings Cox and 
Kenneth Wade Cox.  The two lots are numbered fifty four and fifty five.  The Cox family and the Laws 
family met in my office on this past Thursday to go over the transfer and sign the necessary 
paperwork.  I prepared two Deeds for each lot in the names of the new owners.  The Laws family paid 
the Cox family for the lots.  This part the City of Columbus takes no part in. This past Friday, I met the 
Laws family in the cemetery to select the grave space they wanted.  It was lot fifty-five grave space 
number twelve.  On Saturday morning, our gravedigger called me to say that there was a body already 
there.  It was a body in an old Fisk patent metallic burial case.  This was shocking to all of us.  Well, the 
Laws family decided to move to lot fifty-four grave space twelve.  The very same burial was found.  We 
moved to grave space six in lot fifty-four and we found the very same thing.  We quickly covered the 
grave.  So, the next option was to have the Laws family buy a lot on the new side of the cemetery as the 
Cox family IS NOT interested in refunding the Laws family their money.  Richie Laws did not like the new 
side of the cemetery and refused to buy a lot and bury his brother there.  This became frustrating for the 
family members who were trying to find a burial location for their loved one.  Well, I made the decision 
to venture back to the original lot that had all the unknown graves.  I asked the gravedigger to break 
ground in grave space number two and we prayed to not uncover any remains.  Luckily, we did not.  This 
has been a real nightmare but I wanted to make sure that this family was taken care of as this was 
frustrating to everybody during this time of devastation.  The Mayor met me in the cemetery to meet 



with the family.  This has been an all weekend thing.  The funeral is taking place as we speak.  I am 
headed to the cemetery to make sure that everything goes smoothly with the burial.  Mayor, I might 
have left out some details.  I will be contacting the State of Mississippi tomorrow as the Laws family 
wants to know what we can do to clear the lots.  I would have to find out what the requirements are to 
disinter and find a new burial space, or if some anthropologist wants to do studies.  I will share the 
details as I find out more.  I can see this being quite costly.  We are already looking at a hefty Invoice for 
this weekend’s openings and closing to find a grave.  Some of this is very unfortunate for this kind 
family. 
 

FORGIVE TYPOS AS I AM RUSHING. 
 
Thanks! 
 

Rogena Bonner 
Director of Public Facilities 

City of Columbus 

P.O. Box 1408 

Columbus, MS 39703 

(662)328-4164 

rogena.bonner@columbusms.org 
 
 
  
 

mailto:rogena.bonner@columbusms.org
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March 12, 2025 
 
 
 
Mayor Keith Gaskin and 
Members of the City Council 
City of Columbus, MS 
 
Dear Mayor and Council Members: 
 
I come before you to recommend termination of employment for a Public Works 
employee. Employee, I. D. Number 902. I have been patient with this employee. I have 
met with this employee on multiple occasions, along with the Assistant Public Works 
Director, about his attendance and work performance. The City has made efforts to 
accommodate this employee, but he wants to tell us what he will and will not perform. 
We have discussed the policy about doctor visits and this employee consistently 
violates the policy by taking off without notifying his foreman, returning without a 
doctor’s excuse or he doesn’t return to work the next day and does not call and notify 
his foreman.  
 
This employee is defiant and refuses to take orders or perform normal duties. This 
behavior cannot continue. 
 
I am recommending termination for this employee. He will be given a notice today to 
appear at the March 18, 2025 Council Meeting. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Casey Bush 
 
Casey Bush 
Public Works Director 
 
CC: Jammie Garrett, COO 
 Pat Mitchell, HR Director 
 



12/4/2024 

On Wednesday, December 4, 2024 about 8:40am I pulled up to Litter crew and Tommy Pattmon was 

sitting in the truck and not out picking up litter with the other crew. I asked him why was he sitting in 

the truck and he stated that “He could not get out the truck and work because his nose was running.” I 

told Mr. Pattmon to come to the Barn and clock out.  On the way to the Barn he told the driver of the 

truck to drop him off at the Laundry Mat on Main St. 

The truck driver informed me that he dropped Mr. Patmon off after I told him to come and clock out 

first. The truck driver went back to where he dropped him off at and told Mr. Patmom he had to come 

back to clock out and Mr. Patmon stated, “He was not coming back and not going to be arguing with 

Casey.” 

 

2/12/2025 

I was informed by the crew leader that Tommy Pattmon was leaving his needles in the vehicle after 

administering his insulin; as well as urinating in a cup while riding in the back seat and leaving the cup in 

the truck. I spoke with Mr. Patmon and told him that this was unsafe and unsanitary. 

 

2/20/2025 

At 9:30 a.m. Tommy Pattmon told his foreman that he need to leave because he was not feeling well. 

This has become a consistent pattern with Mr. Pattmon. His foreman allowed him to clock out and leave 

and informed him that he would need a doctor’s excuse to return back to work. 

 

2/25/2025 

At about 9:00 a.m. Tommy Pattmon asked his crew leader to bring him back to the yard so that he could 

go home because he wasn’t feeling well. After informing the foreman, Mr. Pattmon was informed again 

that he would need a doctor’s excuse to return back to work. 

 

2/26/2025 

Tommy Pattmon returned back to work without a doctor’s excuse. I asked Mr. Pattmon where his 

doctor’s excuse was and he stated to me that “He didn’t need one to come back to work.”  I then told 

Mr. Pattmon that he needed to clock out and not return without the doctor’s excuse. He then told me 

that he would clock out but he wasn’t going to bring back a doctor’s excuse.  

I reported this occurrence to the COO Jammie Garrett. 

 

2/27/2025 

Tommy Pattmon has not reported back to work or called in to say that he was not coming in.  

 

 



 

932426 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

 

FROM: KEITH GASKIN., MAYOR 

 

TO:  DEPARTMENT HEADS, CITY OF COLUMBUS 

 

RE:  POLICY FOR RE-HIRING OF FORMER EMPLOYEES 

 

DATE: 1/01/2022 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

It has come to my attention that some City Department Heads have expressed interest in hiring 

employees of the City who have past employment experience with the City.  I am certainly not 

making any pre-application judgment about such an idea, but I think we owe it to the citizens of 

this City to ensure that applicants for re-employment are properly vetted.  Obviously we take a 

risk whenever we hire an employee and we should use whatever tools are at our disposal to 

ensure we hire and retain the best employees that we can find. 

 

With regard to the hiring of former employees the Mayor and City Council should consider such 

matters in Executive Session and in the process of making that decision we should be given some 

history about the former employee, including details with regard to the applicant’s past 

employment. 

 

Attached to this memo is a new form that shall be used for the consideration by the Mayor and 

Council of any former employee being requested for us to place back on the payroll.  I hope you 

understand that this Memorandum is not designed to undermine your authority with regard to 

your respective departments.  Rather, it is designed to ensure that you know who you’re 

recommending to us for consideration of rehire and that you are prepared to justify your 

recommendation. 

 

Please note that the Human Resource Director for the City shall review this submission and sign 

off on its accuracy.  The HR Director cannot accurately perform that review if he/she is not 

provided all documentation about the former employee’s job performance.  I have no problem 

with Department Heads of the City keeping “shadow files” or duplicate files on employees of 

your respective departments.  However, personnel files, including all disciplinary documentation 

shall be sent to the HR Manager for placement in the employee’s disciplinary file within 24 hours 

of creation.  There are no exceptions to this requirement.   

 

  



 

932426 

City of Columbus, MS 
Prior Employee History : CONFIDENTIAL 

Date Prepared   February 3, 2025  
 
 

• Former Employee’s Name:  JOSHUA SHARP    

• Previous Position:     ANIMAL CONTROL  OFFICER   

• Previous Employment Dates:   1/25/2017   to  9/21/2018   

      From 

• Previous Starting Pay:  $  12.11  per hour as City Animal Control Officer  

• Previous Ending Pay: $  12.11  per hour as City Animal Control Officer  

• Previous Supervisors in Order (most distant to most recent):  Asst. Chief Shelton  

• Previous Position(s) Held (beginning employment to ending): Animal Control 

Officer           

• Number of Employee Evaluations:   5       

• Previous Evaluations History (oldest to most recent (excellent employee, poor, 

terrible).   Mostly performed work satisfactorily, Two (2) negative comments  

 Compliance with work instructions and observance of rules and regulations  

• Number of disciplinary write-ups or suspensions:    One    

• Summary of disciplinary actions (if Civil Service employee, give final outcome and 

where case ended): Taking City Vehicle outside city limits w/o permission, 

making multiple trips to landfill in Clay County instead of traveling there once, not 

following direct orders. Suspended thirty (30) days.       

• Number of positive personnel documents:  Comments on performance review: 

dedicated to getting job done, requires little supervision, quality work, quick learner 

               

• Type of employee separation from city (resigned under threat of termination, 

voluntary resignation, resigned after suspension, etc.):  Resigned   

              

●  In the event the former employee has a significant disciplinary record, explain what 

has occurred since the employee separated from the City that would justify the City re-

hiring the employee on additional page or pages.  

 

 



 

932426 

 

Date: March 12,  2025  

 

As the Department Head for the  PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT ,  I hereby 

request that the Mayor and City Council approve the hiring of   JOSHUA SHARP on a 

full-time basis. The applicant was a former employee and the information above is true 

and correct.  I have considered it and recommend the employee be re-employed, based 

on information provided by the Human Resources Director. 

 

______________________________________________ 
Department Head’s Signature 

 

 

As the Human Resource Director for the City, I have reviewed this application and the 

matters contained therein    √√□ are accurate □are not accurate  

 

Dated:   March 12, 2025   

 

 

 Patricia Mitchell   
Human Resource Director’s Signature 
 
 
If the HR Director checks the box “not accurate” above, he/she shall provide the additional or 
corrected information from HR Department files or from his/her knowledge so that the Mayor 
and Council have a complete picture of the employee’s history with the City at the time of their 
decision.  The former employee has worked at MDOT and left for a better opportunity 
(pay). He then worked at Harber Rail Service and left because the position is a contracted 
position; he needs stable employment. This former employee has attained CDL license 
since leaving the City, which shows the desire to improve his quality of life. 
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March 12, 2025 
 
 
 
Mayor Keith Gaskin 
and Members of the City Council 
City of Columbus, MS 
 
Dear Mayor and Council Members: 
 
The Public Works Director, Assistant PW Director and I have interviewed applicants to 
fill the vacant Street Sweeper position in the Public Works Department.  We recommend 
that you rehire JOSHUA SHARP to fill this position, pending the result of all preliminary 
testing. This applicant has a Class A Driver’s License and will operate the Street 
Sweeper. His hourly rate of pay will be $17.00. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

Patricia Mitchell 
 
Patricia Mitchell 
Human Resources Director 
 
 

Casey Bush 
 
Casey Bush 
Public Works Director 
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