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I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
    
II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
    
III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 
     

A. Approve Minutes from December 17, 2024 Meeting 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
    
D. Hughes A. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “Haz-Mat Awareness and 

Operations” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of registration, hotel, travel, 
books, meal expenses, and any other expenses in the amount of $400.00. 

D. Hughes B. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “NFPA 1021-Fire Officer” to 
be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of registration, hotel, travel, books, meal 
expenses, and any other expenses in the amount of $500.00. 

J. Daughtry C. Ratify approval of request to send four (4) CPD Officers to the "North Mississippi Law 
Enforcement Training Center" in Tupelo, Mississippi, and approve cost of reimbursable 
tuition ($4,000.00 per Officer) and clothing allowance, not to exceed $350.00 per Officer. 

J. Daughtry D. Approve request for one (1) CPD Officer to attend a "Computer Voice Stress Analyzer Course" 
to be held in Atlanta, Georgia, and approve payment of registration, lodging, travel and meal 
expenses in the estimated amount of $1,547.00. 

C. Bush E. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) Public Works laborer effective January 9, 2025, and 
request permission for Human Resources to follow normal recruitment process. 

J. Garrett F. Approve request for payment of webmaster's service in the amount of $658.34. 

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS. 
    
J. Brigham A. Approve Docket of Claims for January 7, 2025 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
     

A. Comments from Mayor & Council 
D. Hughes B. Swearing in of two (2) Fire and Rescue Firefighters 

• Victoria Culpepper 
• James Dunnam 

J. Daughtry C. Presentation of Commendation to Officer Dijon Shields 
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J. Garrett D. Board Vacancies 
  

COLUMBUS HOUSING AUTHORITY  
2 Vacancies, 5-Year Terms  
-Greg Lewis' Term Expires July 5, 2028.  Lewis resigned on November 20, 2024. 
-Glenda Richardson's Term Expires July 7, 2025. Richardson resigned on November 20, 
2024.  
Appointments will be made January 21, 2025.   
Reggilond Taylor    
Whirlie Byrd   
Bo Harrison   
Lillian Granderson-Daughtry   
TREE BOARD 
2 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms, Expire January 2, 2025. 
Appointments will be made January 21, 2025.   
MUNICIPAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
1 Vacancy, 4-Year Term 
-George T. Sumrall's Term Expires June 30, 2025. 
Appointment will be made January 21, 2025.   
GOLDEN TRIANGLE REGIONAL WASTE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 
2 Vacancies, 4-Year Terms,  
-Lesia Jackson's Term Expires December 20, 2024 
-Kathy Goodwin's Term Expires December 31, 2024 
Appointments will be made January 7, 2025.   
Lesia Jackson   
MUNICIPAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
1 Vacancy, 4-Year Term 
-Lavonne Latham Harris Term Expires June 30, 2025. 
Appointment will be made January 7, 2025.   
Beverley Odom   
Helen Pridmore  

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 
    
J. Garrett A. Patricia Shannon Evans - Burns Bottom Historic Marker Placement  

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
    
S. James A. Discuss / Approve Derelict Property Docket 
D. Hughes B. Discuss/Approve the promotion of two (2) Columbus Fire and Rescue personnel from 

Probation Firefighters to Certified Firefighters, effective date January 7, 2025 
J. Daughtry C. Discuss/Approve hiring one (1) Certified Police Officer contingent upon a successful 

completion of preliminary testing. 
P. Beard D. Discuss/Approve replacing seventeen low voltage LED light bulbs for 7th and 14th Avenue in 

the amount of $7,142.04 and the $79.67 monthly upgrade cost.   
J. Garrett/P. 
Mitchell 

E. Discuss/Approve moving three (3) exempt employees to hourly for compliance with the Fair 
Labor  Standards Act.   

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
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A. Personnel Matters (2) 

 
B. Prospective Litigation (2) 

 



MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
December 17, 2024 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, December 17, 2024 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin 
presided over the meeting and all Council Members were present, except 
Councilwoman DiCicco, who was absent.  Also present were the General Counsel, the 
COO, CFO, the Police, HR Director, and all other Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION: 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Rev. Leonardo 
Dismukes to offer the Invocation.   
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Agenda as presented. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF DECEMBER 3, 2024. 
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting 
of December 3, 2024. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Clayton Aldridge, to attend 
the “NFPA 1021-Fire Officer” class to be held in Tuscaloosa, AL, and approve 
payment of registration, use of City vehicle for travel, and reimbursement of 
meal expenses and any other expenses in the total estimated cost of $50.00.  
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B. Approve request for four (4) Fire & Rescue personnel: Michael Hood, Chas 
Price, Preston Long and Alan Lewis to attend the “MSTAT-Mississippi 
Trainee Agility Test” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve use of City 
vehicle for travel and reimbursement of meal expenses, total cost of $60.00. 
Chief Joseph Daughtry and Assistant Chief Garland Ward to attend the  
 

C. Approve request to reimburse tuition for Columbus Fire & Rescue Captain, 
Ryan Thompson, according to the guidelines of the City of Columbus 
Continuing Educational Reimbursement Policy, in the amount of $600.00.   

 

D. Approve request for the City Grant Administrator, Susan Wilder, to attend the 
2025 MS Annual Housing Conference in Biloxi, MS and approve payment of 
registration, mileage and meals in the estimated cost of $795.67. 

 

E. Approve request to renew the Notary Commission for the Secretary of the 
Office of Planning and Community Development, Loria Porter, and approve 
payment of necessary Notary supplies. 

 

F. Approve request for the Code Enforcement Director, Sasha James, to attend 
the MS Association of Code Enforcement one-day Education Conference to 
be held in Starkville, MS and approve payment of registration in the amount of 
$75.00. 
 

Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote, 5/0. 

 

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
December 17, 2024, in the amount of $1,256,385.21. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion.  
 

 All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried 5/0. 

 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 
 

A. Council Member Mickens wished constituents in Ward 2, as well as all 
Citizens of Columbus, a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
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Mayor Gaskin thanked everyone, including non-profits and all organizations 
and businesses, for sponsoring events centered around the holidays. 
 

B. Mayor Gaskin asked a representative from Atmos Energy, Robert Lawrence, 
and Fire Chief Duane Hughes to come forward. Chief Hughes thanked Mr. 
Lawrence and Atmos Energy for the generous donation of $6,000 that was 
used to purchase a Positive Pressure Ventilation Fan. Mayor Gaskin echoed 
thanks and appreciation and remarked that he values the partnership 
between the public and private sector.  
 

C. Building Inspection Department - November 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for November 
2024 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

D. Columbus Fire and Rescue Department  – November 2024 Monthly 
Report  
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for 
November 2024 was presented. No action was taken.  
 

E. Community Outreach Department – November 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Community Outreach Department for 
November 2024 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

F. Office of Planning & Community Development Department – November 
2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Office of Planning & Community Development 
Department for November 2024 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

G. Columbus Police Department – November 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for November 
2024 was presented. No action was taken.  
 

H. Code Enforcement Department – November 2024 Monthly Report  
 
The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for November 
2024 was presented. No action was taken.  
 

I. Recreation Department – November 2024 Monthly Report 
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The Monthly Report from the Recreation Department for November 2024 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

J. James M. Trotter Convention Center/Cemeteries - November 2024 
Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the James M. Trotter Convention/Cemeteries for 
November 2024 was presented. No action was taken.  
 

K. Garage - November 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Garage Department for November 2024 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

L. Public Works Department – November 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for November 2024 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

M. Human Resources Department – November 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Department for November 
2024 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

N. Municipal Court Department – November 2024 Monthly Report  
 
The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Department for November 
2024 was presented. No action was taken.  
 

O. Board Vacancies 
 

Jammie Garrett, COO announced vacancies on various boards, as follows: 
 
COLUMBUS HOUSING AUTHORITY 
2 Vacancies, 5-Year Terms, Greg Lewis resigned November 20, 2024; his 
Term expires July 5, 2025. Glenda Richardson resigned November 20, 
2024; her Term expires July 7, 2025..  
Appointments will be made January 21, 2025. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Reggilond Taylor 
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GOLDEN TRIANGLE REGIONAL WASTE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 
2 Vacancies, 4-Year Terms, Lesia Jackson’s Term Expires December 20, 
2024. Kathy Goodwin’s Term Expires December 31, 2024.  
 
Appointments will be made January 7, 2025. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Lesia T. Jackson 

 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 

A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 
 
 
JARED F. NEVIL 
501 Idlewild Road 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0386  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0287. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Councilwoman Stewart made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Mickens 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
 
MARTHA A. WASHINGTON & 
JERRIE ANN WASHINGTON 
1912 6th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  2430320  Burned / Dilapidated Structure 
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The General Counsel called cause number 23-0320. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0 
 
 
MARGARET G. POWELL 
BARBARA MAYFIELD & DURRANT INC. 
1508 - 8th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0382  Abandoned / Dilapidated Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0382. Barbara Mayfield came 
forth and remarked that she didn’t think the property was still in her name. 
Council Member Jones made a motion to give Ms. Mayfield until the next 
Council Meeting, January 7, 2025 to research ownership. Council Member 
Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
PBA 12075 TRUST 
724 – 19th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0396  Dilapidated Structure 
       
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0396. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
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Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0 
 
JOHN RALPH IDOM & 
APOLONIA GARCIA 
409 – 13th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0398  Overgrown Lot 
       
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0398. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0 
 
 
$250.00 OR LESS CASES: 
 
Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented two (2) cases, $250.00 
or less for adjudication. Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to accept the 
notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated 
according to statute. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
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THE LIST FOLLOWS: 
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B. Discuss/Approve Recommendations from the December 9, 2024 
Planning Commission meeting 

 
Rezoning Case No. 24 - 10 
 
Edwin Jamal Bridges, Owner 
320 19th Street North 
Tax Parcel 61W06-03-12200 
R-1 – Single Family and C-1 Neighborhood Commercial Districts 
 
Request: Rezone property from R-1 to C-1 for indoor event venue and 
multi-purpose outdoor activities, including live music  
 
By a majority of 5 to 2, the Planning Commission voted to recommend 
approval of the request.  
 
Finding of facts: 
 
The Commission based their decision on a mistake in the original 
zoning.   
 
Mr. Edwin Bridges came before the Mayor and Council and remarked that he 
purchased the property, which was at one time derelict, and brought it up to 
code. Mr. Bridges was commended for improving the property. Ms. C. 
Richardson, who is a neighbor and owner of adjoining property, came forward 
and offered comments in objection of this rezoning request. She also offered 
recommendations if the Council approves the request.  
 
Council Member Beard moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to rezone 
property at 320 – 19th Street North from R-1 to C-1 for indoor event venue 
and multi-purpose outdoor activities, including live music be approved. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. Council Member Beard 
suggested to Mr. Bridges that he meets with the neighbors, as they have lived 
in the area for many years. There followed discussion, consideration, and 
review by the Council of the issues and facts presented by this request and 
the action taken by the City of Columbus Planning Commission.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
Permitted Use Case No. 24-04 
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Edwin Jamal Bridges, Owner 
320 19th Street North 
Tax Parcel 61W06-03-12200 
R-1 – Single Family and C-1 Neighborhood Commercial Districts 
 
Request: Allow use of existing building as an event space and allow the 
rear yeard area to be used for various functions such as a farmers’ 
market, flea market, and in some cases, live music. 
 
By a majority of 5 to 2, the Planning Commission voted to recommend 
approval of the request. 
 
Finding of the Facts: 
 
The Commission based their decision on the request being appropriate 
with regard to transportation and access, undue traffic congestion nor 
creating a public hazard, and as being in harmony with the orderly and 
appropriate development of the district.  
 
Councilwoman Stewart moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to allow 
use of existing building as an event space and allow the rear yard area to be 
used for various functions such as a farmers’ market, flea market, and in 
some cases, live music be approved. Council Member Jones seconded the 
motion. There followed discussion, consideration, and review by the Council 
of the issues and facts presented by this request and the action taken by the 
City of Columbus Planning Commission.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 

 
C. Discuss/Approve recommendation to negotiate contract for 

professional services (surveyor).  
 

Council Member Greene made a motion to accept the Statement of 
Qualifications (SOQ) from Neel-Schaffer Engineers and engage in 
negotiation to award a contract for survey services for the FY2023 
Dilapidated Housing Initiative, Grant #B-23-CP-MS-0917. Councilwoman 
Stewart seconded the motion.  

 

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 5/0. 
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D. Discuss/Approve recommendation to negotiate a contract for 
professional services (appraiser). 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to accept the proposal from William 
Blair and engage in negotiation to award a contract for appraisal services for 
the FY2023 Dilapidated Housing Initiative, Grant  #B-23-CP-MS-0917. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

E. Discuss Approve Award to the Lowest Responsive Bidders for Propst 
Park Tennis and Pickle ball Rehabilitation to Weathers Construction, 
Inc. for the Courts in the amount of $423,250.00 and Paradigm 
Contractor, LLC for the Fencing in the amount of $81,000.00. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to Award to 
the Lowest Responsive Bidders for Propst Park Tennis and Pickle ball 
Rehabilitation to Weathers Construction, Inc. for the Courts in the amount of 
$423,250.00 and Paradigm Contractor, LLC for the Fencing in the amount of 
$81,000.00. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
 

F. Discuss/Approve request to hire a Maintenance Technician for the 
Recreation Department, pending successful completion of all 
preliminary testing. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to hire Curtis 
Cunningham as a Maintenance Technician for the Recreation Department at 
$15.00 per hour, pending successful completion of all preliminary testing. 
Council Member Jones seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve hiring of one (1) Custodian at the Columbus Police 
Department, pending successful completion of all preliminary testing.  
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Council Member Beard made a motion to hire Genevia Buckhalter as 
Custodian at the Columbus Police Department at $15.00 per hour, pending 
successful completion of all preliminary testing. Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

H. Discuss/Approve Request to fill four (4) Laborer positions at the Public 
Works Department, pending successful completion of all preliminary 
testing.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to hire four (4) Laborers for the Public 
Works Department: Franciose Kyles, Niles O’Neal, Fredrick Ross, and 
Jimmie Weatherspoon, at $15.00 per hour, pending successful completion of 
all preliminary testing. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
. 

I. Discuss/Approve Property, Casualty and Liability Insurance Renewal  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Property, Casualty 
and Liability Insurance Renewal in the amount of $518,530.00, not including 
the Cyber Security Insurance. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
The Renewal Documents follow: 
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J. Discuss/Approve Memorandum of Understanding between the City 
Council, Mayor and Planning and Community Development Department 
Administrator of Columbus, MS to obligate funds from the Federal 
American Rescue Plan Act for the Blight Elimination Program, in the 
amount of $100,000.00.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the City Council, Mayor and Planning and 
Community Development Department Administrator of Columbus, MS to 
obligate funds from the Federal American Rescue Plan Act for the Blight 
Elimination Program, in the amount of $100,000.00. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
THE MOU FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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K. Discuss/Approve Memorandum of Understanding between the City 
Council, Mayor and Finance Department Administrator of Columbus, 
MS to obligate funds from the Federal American Rescue Plan Act for 
vehicles and equipment, in the amount of $400,000.00. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the City Council, Mayor and Finance Department 
Administrator of Columbus, MS to obligate funds from the Federal American 
Rescue Plan Act for vehicles and equipment, in the amount of $400,000.00.  
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
THE MOU FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(This space was left blank intentionally) 
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.L.     Discuss/Approve advertising for Request for Proposals for Auditing     
         Services for FY2023 
 

CFO, Jim Brigham, asked the Council for direction in preparing RFPs for Auditing 
Services for FY2023. Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to remain with 
Watkins, Ward & Stafford Accounting Firm to conduct the FY2023 audit. Council 
Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, the Mayor announced that the meeting was 

ADJOURNED. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 

.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 

































































































Application for Boards, Committees, Commissions
NOTE: All applications are due the Wednesday before the Tuesday of the appointment. Please
know that completed applications are published as part of the agenda on the City’s website. 

This form is 2 pages.

Date: ___________________________

Name: ________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

Email: ______________________________    Phone Number(s): _______________________________

Are you a registered voter AND resident of the City of Columbus, MS? __________________________

Board Position you are applying for: ______________________________________________________

If Board you are applying for has employees, please read and sign the following:

Please answer whether you have any family members working for the unit of government in 
which you are applying for a board appointment:

Yes: _______ No: ________  If yes, what relation _____________________

If the answer to the foregoing question was “Yes”, please understand that if you are selected 
for the board appointment, if the family member does not resign before you take office, you 
may violate the Ethics in Government laws (Mississippi Code Section 25-4-101 et seq.), Section 
109 of the Mississippi Constitution or Mississippi’s anti-Nepotism Laws (Mississippi Code 
Section 25-1-53).  If there is a violation of one or more of these laws, by accepting 
appointment, you could be personally liable to repay compensation paid to a family member 
from the time of your taking office going forward and may be fined or penalized. If the answer 
is yes, you are advised to seek legal advice on the consequences of acceptance of the Board 
appointment. I have read and understand the above and foregoing paragraph: 

Signed ___________________________

Why would you like to serve on this board: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

December 31, 2024

Beverley Odom

97 Azalea Drive 

honeypaige@yahoo.com (512) 902-3441

YES

Municipal Election Commission

It would be a honor to serve on the Municipal Election Commission because voting is the cornerstone
of our democracy.  I believe I am the best person for this position because I work well with others and independently

my duties will be to maintain accurate voter rolls and pollbooks.  I am passionate about ensuring that every registered voter
has their voice heard and counted.  If selected, I will act ethically and in compliance with the laws governing Mississippi. 

when needed.  My critical thinking skills are exceptional and I am a life long learner.  I understand that as a commissioner 



Educational Background: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Professional Experience: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Other Experience:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

FOR CITY USE ONLY:
Date Submitted: ___________________

Revised Feb. 2024

Austin Independent School District --- Elementary School Principal 2002-2019
Austin Independent School District --- Instructional Specialist 1999-2002
Elementary Teacher --- MS, AZ and TX 1980-1999

Master of Education Administration 2002 - University of Texas at Austin
Bachelor of Science 1980 --- Mississippi University for Women

December 31, 2024



Application for Board, Committee, or other Appointments  

  

First Name Helen 

Last Name Pridmore 

Street Address 1116 GARDNER BLVD 

Phone Number 6623291825 

Email Address pridmorehelen19@gmail.com, 

Are you a registered voter and a resident of the City of Columbus, MS? 

Select One Yes 

Board position you are 

applying for (Select One) 
Municipal Election Commission 

If Board you are applying 

for has employees, please 

read and sign the 

following: 

No 

If yes to above question, 

what relation? 
 

If the answer to the 

foregoing question was 

“Yes”, please understand 

that if you are selected for 

the board appointment, if 

the family member does 

not resign before you take 

office, you may violate 

the Ethics in Government 

laws (Mississippi Code 

Section 25-4-101 et seq.), 

Section 109 of the 

Mississippi Constitution 

or Mississippi’s anti-

Nepotism Laws 

(Mississippi Code Section 

25-1-53). If there is a 

violation of one or more 

Yes, I have read and understand the above and foregoing 

paragraph:  

 

mailto:pridmorehelen19@gmail.com


of these laws, by 

accepting appointment, 

you could be personally 

liable to repay 

compensation paid to a 

family member from the 

time of your taking office 

going forward and may 

be fined or penalized. If 

the answer is yes, you are 

advised to seek legal 

advice on the 

consequences of 

acceptance of the Board 

appointment. 

Please tell us why you 

would like to serve on 

this board. 

I have been a business owner in Columbus for 33 years. I 

believe that elections should be run with the utmost integrity. I 

hope to bring the same energy and diligence that I put into 

operating a successful business to this commission. 

Educational Background Bachelors in Business Administration from MUW, 1987. 

Professional Experience  I have managed Lighting Unlimited since 1991. I also handle all 

of the bookkeeping. I believe my management and 

organizational skills will be an asset to this commission. 

Other Experience I served as president of Lowndes Community Foundation, 

Columbus-Lowndes Habitat for Humanity, and Junior Auxiliary 

of Columbus.  
 

  

   

 

 









Derelict Property Docket January 7, 2025 

Case # and Violation Ward Name and Violation Address Notes 
     

24-0400 
 
 

 

 

 

Overgrown Lot 

 

4 MS STATE OF/TAX SALE c/o SEC OF STATE/PUBLIC LANDS 

 

 

 

 

Violation Address: 

4th Avenue North 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

24-0401 
 
 
 

 

\ 

Property Maintenance  

Code Violation 

 

4 JOHN JOHNSON 

 

 

 

 

Violation Address: 

2424 6th Avenue North 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

24-0402 
 
 
 

 

Accumulation of  

Rubbish & Garbage 

 

4 JONES & FREDA ENTERPRIZE LLC c/o FREDDIE H. JONES 

 

 

 

Violation Address: 

2507 5th Avenue North 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

24-0404 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dilapidated / Burned  

Structure 

 

4 MARY P. HARRIS 

 

 

 

 

 

Violation Address: 

208 Byrnes Circle 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

24-0406 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accumulation of  

Rubbish & Garbage 

 

4 SHANNON COCKRELL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Violation Address: 

2714 7th Avenue North 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

 



                        City of  

  Columbus, MS 
 

  Code Enforcement Division 
January 7, 2025  



Derelict Property 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Case No. 24-0400  

• MS State of Tax Sale c/o Sec of State/Public Lands 

• 4th Avenue North 
• Overgrown Lot 



Derelict Property 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Case No. 24-0401  

• John Johnson 

• 2424 6th Avenue North 
• Property Maintenance Code Violation 



Derelict Property 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Case No. 24-0402  

• Jones & Freda Enterprize LLC c/o Freddie Jones 

• 2507 5th Avenue North 
• Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage 



Derelict Property 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Case No. 24-0404  

• Mary P. Harris  

• 208 Byrnes Circle 
• Dilapidated / Burned Structure 



Derelict Property 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Case No. 24-0406  

• Shannon Cockrell 

• 2714 7th Avenue North 
• Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage 



                  $$225500  OORR  LLEESSSS  DDeerreelliicctt  PPrrooppeerrttiieess  ffoorr  JJaannuuaarryy  77,,  22002255  MMaayyoorr  aanndd  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  MMeeeettiinngg  

  

CCaassee  ##  aanndd  VViioollaattiioonn  WWaarrdd  NNaammee  aanndd  AAddddrreessss  NNootteess  

        

2244--00440088  

  

  
AAccccuummuullaattiioonn  ooff  

RRuubbbbiisshh  &&  GGaarrbbaaggee  

  

44  JJOOHHNNNNYY  BBOOBBOO  

11001199  MMoossss  SSttrreeeett  

  

  

  

  

2244--00440099  

  
AAccccuummuullaattiioonn  ooff  

RRuubbbbiisshh  &&  GGaarrbbaaggee  

  

11  JJOOHHNNNNYY  DDEEEE  JJRR..  //  AANNNNAA  BBEETTHH  PPRREESSLLEEYY  

220088  2200
tthh

  SSttrreeeett  SSoouutthh  

  

2244--00441111  

  
AAccccuummuullaattiioonn  ooff  

RRuubbbbiisshh  &&  GGaarrbbaaggee  

  

44  DDWWAAYYNNEE  AA..  //  VVEERRNNOONN  LL..  FFUULLTTOONN  

22661122  55
tthh

  AAvveennuuee  NNoorrtthh  
  

2244--00441122  

  
AAccccuummuullaattiioonn  ooff  

RRuubbbbiisshh  &&  GGaarrbbaaggee  

  

44  OONNEE  MMOORRGGAANN  PPRROOPPEERRTTIIEESS  LLLLCC  

9966  LLuuxxaappaalliillaa  DDrriivvee  
  

  







Lighting

14th Avenue – on both sides of the train

7th Avenue – going into Propst Park 

The cost of replacing actual light bulbs for both locations is $7142.04 (17 bulbs at $420.12 each)

Upgraded monthly cost for lights installed on 7th Ave: $34.41/month

Upgraded monthly cost for lights installed on 14th Ave to MLK: $45.26/month
 


	I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION
	II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA
	III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS.
	A. Approve Minutes from December 17, 2024 Meeting
	PublicMINUTES, December 17, 2024


	IV. CONSENT AGENDA
	A. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue person
	Travel Request-Houston Ballard-Haz-Mat Awareness and Operations-January 13, 2025 - January 30, 2025

	B. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue person
	Travel Request-Joe Denton-NFPA 1021 Fire Officer-January 27, 2025 - January 30, 2025

	C. Ratify approval of request to send four (4) CPD Of
	D. Approve request for one (1) CPD Officer to attend 
	Training - Computer Voice Stress Analyzer

	E. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) Public W
	F. Approve request for payment of webmaster's service
	Next Stage Media - 1594


	V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS.
	A. Approve Docket of Claims for January 7, 2025
	January 7th Docket of Claims


	VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA:
	A. Comments from Mayor & Council
	B. Swearing in of two (2) Fire and Rescue Firefighter
	Swearing In Oath - Victoria Culpepper and James Dunnam

	C. Presentation of Commendation to Officer Dijon Shie
	D. Board Vacancies
	 COLUMBUS HOUSING AUTHORITY 2 Vacancies, 5-Year Ter
	 Reggilond Taylor
	R taylor

	 Whirlie Byrd
	W Byrd

	 Bo Harrison
	B Harrison

	 Lillian Granderson-Daughtry
	L Granderson Daughtry


	 TREE BOARD2 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms, Expire Januar
	 MUNICIPAL ELECTION COMMISSION1 Vacancy, 4-Year Ter
	 GOLDEN TRIANGLE REGIONAL WASTE MANAGEMENT AUTHORIT
	 Lesia Jackson
	Lesia T Jackson


	 MUNICIPAL ELECTION COMMISSION1 Vacancy, 4-Year Ter
	 Beverley Odom
	City Board Application - Beverley Odom

	 Helen Pridmore
	Application for Board - Helen Pridmore




	VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA
	A. Patricia Shannon Evans - Burns Bottom Historic Mar
	Patricia Shannon Evans


	VIII. POLICY AGENDA:
	A. Discuss / Approve Derelict Property Docket
	Derelict Property Docket for January 7, 2025
	Derelict Property PowerPoint for January 7, 2025
	$250 OR LESS Derelict Properties for January 7, 2025

	B. Discuss/Approve the promotion of two (2) Columbus 
	Promotion Letter-James Dunnam-Certified Firefighter-Non-Confidential
	Promotion Letter-Victoria Culpepper-Certified Firefighter-Non-Confidential

	C. Discuss/Approve hiring one (1) Certified Police Of
	D. Discuss/Approve replacing seventeen low voltage LE
	Lighting Requests

	E. Discuss/Approve moving three (3) exempt employees 

	IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION:
	A. Personnel Matters (2)
	B. Prospective Litigation (2)




