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I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
    
II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
    
III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 
     

A. Approve Minutes for Meeting of November 19, 2024 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
    
D. Hughes A. Approve request for five (5) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “Graduation” at State Fire 

Academy Jackson, MS, and approve payment of hotel, travel, meal expenses, and any other 
expenses in the amount of $50.00. 

J. Daughtry B. Accept letters of resignation from two (2) CPD personnel effective November 28, 2024, and 
December 5, 2024. 

J. Garrett C. Approve request for payment of webmaster's service in the amount of $658.34. 
C. Bush D. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) Public Works personnel effective November 21, 

2024, and request permission for Human Resources to follow normal recruitment process. 
V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS. 
    
J. Brigham A. Approve Docket of Claims for December 3, 2024 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
     

A. Comments from Mayor & Council  
J. Garrett B. Board Vacancies 
  

COLUMBUS HOUSING AUTHORITY 
2 Vacancies, 5 Year Terms 
-Greg Lewis' Term Expires July 5, 2028. Lewis resigned on November 20, 2024.  
-Glenda Richardson's Term Expires July 17, 2025. Richardson resigned on November 20, 
2024.  
Appointments will be made January 20, 2025.    
GOLDEN TRIANGLE REGIONAL WASTE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 
2 Vacancies, 4-Year Terms 
-Lesia Jackson's Term Expires December 20, 2024 
-Kathy Goodwin's Term Expires December 31, 2024. 
Appointments will be made January 7, 2025.   
Lesia T. Jackson 
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CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
3 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms,  
-Quincy Harris' Term Expires December 1, 2024 
-Emily Johnson's Term Expires December 1, 2024 
-Melissa Smith's Term Expires December 4, 2024 
Appointments will be December 3, 2024.   
Emily Johnson   
Stephen McBride   
Bo Harrison   
Melissa Smith   
Quincy Harris   
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS & APPEALS 
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Stephen McBride's Term Expires December 4, 2024. 
Appointment will be December 3, 2024.   
Stephen McBride 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 
    
J. Garrett A. Tony Woodfin - 2nd Chances 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
    
S. James A. Discuss / Approve Derelict Property Docket 
K. Stafford B. Discuss/approve applying for MDOT Strategic Multi-Modal Investments Fund (SMIF) grant 

for CLCA Hangar. 

J. Daughtry C. Discuss/Approve a Memorandum of Understanding Between United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs, G.V. (Sonny) Montgomery VA Medical Center Police and Columbus 
Mississippi Police Department. 

J. Daughtry D. Discuss/Approve hiring one (1) entry level police officer and three (3) certified police officers 
contingent upon successful completion of preliminary testing. 

C. Bush E. Discuss/Approve request to hire one (1) Laborer for the Public Works Dept., pending 
successful completion of all preliminary testing. 

S. Wilder F. Discuss/Approve Request to apply for Science Discovery on Main Street Grant.  
G. Lewis G. Discuss/Approve Columbus Recreation Department to accept TVA grant in the amount of 

$30,000 to be used for the Propst Park Lighting Project.  
IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
     

A. Personnel Matters (2) 
 



MEETING OF
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS
November 19, 2024

The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, November 18, 2024 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin 
presided over the meeting and all Council Members were present. Also present were 
the General Counsel, the COO, CFO, Assistant Police Chief Johnson, HR Director, and 
all other Department Heads.

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION:

Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Assistant Police Chief 
and Pastor of Greater Mt. Zion M. B. Church, Columbus, MS to offer the 
Invocation. 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA:

COO Jammie Garrett requested to add Item “K” to the Policy Agenda: 
Discuss/Approve Fossil Park Appraisals.

Council Member Jones requested to add Discuss Pending Litigation Matter to 
Executive Session. 

Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Agenda as amended. 
Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF OCTOBER 1, 2024.

Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
November 5, 2024. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

IV. CONSENT AGENDA:
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A. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel: Joe Denton and Damon 
Estes, to travel to inspect a Fire Apparatus in Sioux Fall, SD, and approve 
payment of registration, lodging, reimbursement of meal expenses and any 
other expenses in the total estimated cost of $1,600.00.

B. Approve request for Chief Joseph Daughtry and Assistant Chief Garland 
Ward to attend the “Mississippi Association of Chiefs of Police 2024 Winter 
Educational Conference” to be held in Oxford, MS, and approve payment for 
registration, use of city vehicles, lodging and reimbursement of meal 
expenses in the total estimated cost of $1,230.00 each.

C. Approve 2% Tourism Tax payment of $25,000.00 to Lowndes County, 
$20,833.33 to Golden Triangle Development LINK, $33,333.33 to the City of 
Columbus and $125,865.96 to Columbus Convention & Visitors Bureau, all 
disbursements totaling $205,032.62.

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote.

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS:

Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
November 19, 2024, in the amount of $2,425,120.87. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA:

A. Mayor Gaskin asked members of the Box Family to come forward. He then 
read and presented a Proclamation to Mrs. Kay Box in memory of her late 
husband and City Council Member from 2009 – 2021. 

• Mayor Gaskin wished everyone a Happy and Healthy Thanksgiving. City 
Administrative Offices will work Monday – Wednesday, 8:00 – 5:00 and 
will be closed Thursday and Friday for the Thanksgiving holiday. 
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Mayor Gaskin then asked Council Members if they had any announcements 
or observations. There were none. 

Mayor Gaskin asked the Council if they had questions for Department Heads 
about their Monthly Reports. 

B. Finance – October 2024 Monthly Report

Jim Brigham, CFO, distributed the Monthly Financial Report for October 
2024 that includes the General Fund cash balance of $9,516,627.98, which 
is an increase of $1,663,098.77 compared to the same time last year. The 
Sales Tax Receipts for October had not come when this report was created.. 
No action was taken.

C. Community Outreach – October 2024 Monthly Report

The Monthly Report from the Community Outreach Department for October 
2024 was presented. No action was taken.

D. Building Inspection Department  – October 2024 Monthly Report 

The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for October 
2024 was presented. No action was taken. 

E. Columbus Fire and Rescue Department – October 2024 Monthly Report

The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for 
October 2024 was presented. No action was taken.

F. Columbus Police Department – September 2024 Monthly Report

The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for October 2024 
was presented. No action was taken.

G. Columbus Recreation Department – October 2024 Monthly Report

The Monthly Report from the Columbus Recreation Department for October 
2024 was presented. No action was taken. 

H. James M. Trotter Convention Center/Cemeteries – October 2024 
Monthly Report 

The Monthly Report from the James M. Trotter Convention 
Center/Cemeteries Department for October 2024 was presented. No action 
was taken. 
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I. Code Enforcement Department – October 2024 Monthly Report

The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for October 
2024 was presented. No action was taken.

J. Office of Planning & Community Development – October 2024 Monthly 
Report

The Monthly Report from the Office of Planning & Community Development 
for October 2024 was presented. No action was taken. 

K. Human Resources Department - October 2024 Monthly Report

The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Department for October 
2024 was presented. No action was taken.

L. Garage Department – October 2024 Monthly Report

The Monthly Report from the Garage Department for October 2024 was 
presented. No action was taken.

M. Public Works Department – October 2024 Monthly Report

The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for October 2024 
was presented. No action was taken.

N. Municipal Court Department – October 2024 Monthly Report 

The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Department for October 2024 
was presented. No action was taken. 

O. Board Vacancies

Jammie Garrett, COO announced vacancies on various boards, as follows:

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS & APPEALS
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Stephen McBride’s Term expires December 4, 
2024. 
Appointment will be made December 1, 2024.

APPLICANT:
Stephen McBride
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CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
3 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms, Quincy Harris’ Term Expires December 1, 
2024. Emily Johnson’s Term Expires December 1, 2024. Melissa Smith’s 
Term Expires December 4, 2024.  

Appointments will be made December 1, 2024.

APPLICANT:
Emily Johnson
Stephen McBride
Bo Harrison

Council Member Mickens offered a Public Apology to Building Official Kenny 
Wiegel and asked for forgiveness for his actions at the November 5, 2024 
Council Meeting. He also offered remarks about allegations that recently 
appeared in an editorial in the Packet and stated that the only elected position 
he is seeking is reelection to the Ward 2 seat. Finally, Council Member Mickens 
offered a statement of apology for his actions to Citizens of Ward 2, stating that 
he never wants his actions to reflect negatively on them and ending by 
apologizing.

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA:

VIII. POLICY AGENDA:

A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket

SOUTH TRAIL CORP
c/o A. R. Luman
5th Street South
CASE NUMBER:  24-0346 Overgrown Lot

The General Counsel called cause number 24-0346. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion.
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0

KATHERINE CLAYBORN
2406 3rd Avenue South
CASE NUMBER:  24-0352 Property Maintenance Code Violation

The General Counsel called cause number 24-0352. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

ALONZO MONTGOMERY /
FREDRICK THOMAS
2510 23rd Avenue North
CASE NUMBER:  24-0361 Abandoned Structure, Property

Maintenance Code Violation
Overgrown Lot

The General Counsel called cause number 24-0361. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
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rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0

LULA MAE JAMES
1119 6th Avenue North
CASE NUMBER:  24-0287 Vegetation, Rubbish and Garbage

Property Maintenance Code Violation

The General Counsel called cause number 24-0287. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

RICHARD C. YOUNG
CREOLA DUFF
2024 College Street
CASE NUMBER:  24-0369 Property Maintenance Code Violation

The General Counsel called cause number 24-0369. Richard Young, property 
owner, and Marvin Lyons (Family Member) came forward and apprised the 
Mayor and Council of the status of this renovation project. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has made some 
progress to the conditions; however, they are not visible from the outside. The 
property owner remarked that he needed to stabilize the structure inside 
before working on the outside. The property is in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
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Mississippi Code.  Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, to give the property owner until the 
end of March 2025 to remediate the property and asked the property owner 
to board up the windows. Council Member Beard seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

BILLISHA FOX
1911 N. Robertson Street
CASE NUMBER:  24-0354    Property Maintenance Code Violation

   Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage

The General Counsel called cause number 24-0354. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James stated that the owner of this property has made 
substantial improvement to the conditions and recommended giving the 
property owner a 30-day extension to remediate the property. The property 
is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard made a 
motion to give the property owner a 30-day extension to remediate the 
property. Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

$250.00 OR LESS CASES:

Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented two (2) cases, $250.00 
or less for adjudication. Council Member Beard made a motion to accept the 
notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated 
according to statute. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.
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B. Discuss/Approve Award of Lowest Responsive Bid from Weathers 
Construction, Inc. in the amount of $161,800.00 JZS, LLC in the amount 
of $236,300.00 and Beckwith Construction Company, LLC in the 
amount of $48,000.00 for the Propst Park Lower Field Softball 
Conversion. 

Council Member Beard made a motion to award Lowest Responsive Bid 
from Weathers Construction, Inc. in the amount of $161,800.00 JZS, LLC in 
the amount of $236,300.00 and Beckwith Construction Company, LLC in the 
amount of $48,000.00 for the Propst Park Lower Field Softball Conversion.  . 
Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

The Bid Tabulations follow:

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY)
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C. Discuss/Approve request to purchase a Rosenbauer Commander Aerial 
Fire Truck in the amount of $975,000.00 through the use of State Fire 
Insurance Rebate and State Appropriation funds, with the remaining 
balance of $285,000.00 from the City of Columbus Reserve Funds 

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to purchase a 
Rosenbauer Commander Aerial Fire Truck in the amount of $975,000.00 
through the use of State Fire Insurance Rebate and State Appropriation 
funds, with the remaining balance of $285,000.00 from the City of Columbus 
Capital Reserve Funds and approve a budget amendment approving this 
purchase. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

D. Discuss/Approve hiring one (1) Entry-Level Firefighter, pending 
successful completion of a pre-employment physical exam and drug 
screen.

Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the request to hire 
DeAndra T. Lewis as an Entry-Level Firefighter, pending successful 
completion of a pre-employment physical exam and drug screen. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

E. Discuss Approve request to fill one (1) vacant Truck Driver position in 
the Public Works Department, pending successful completion of all 
preliminary testing.

Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to hire 
Christian Guyton as a Truck Driver, pending successful completion of all 
preliminary testing. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.
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F. Discuss/Approve request to transfer an employee from Columbus 
Recreation Department to the Public Works Department with the same 
rate of pay. 

Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to transfer 
Efrem Coleman from the Recreation Department to the Public Works 
Department with the same rate of pay. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the 
motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

G. Discuss/Approve engaging USDA-APHIS-Wildlife Services to Trap and 
Remove Beavers and dams.

Council Member Beard made a motion to engage USDA-APHIS-Wildlife 
Services to trap and remove beavers and dams in the amount of $5,001.47 
and train an employee to properly perform this task. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

Kevin Stafford, dba Neel-Schaffer, Inc.  came before the Mayor and Council 
to discuss Landfill use and the City’s options. No action was taken.

H. Discuss/Approve Use Agreement for Columbus Light & Water 
Department

COO Jammie Garrett remarked that Columbus Light & Water Department’s 
Boom Trucks are inoperable and they are in need of a Boom Truck. She 
asked if CL&W could use one of the City’s older Boom Trucks for 
approximately two (2) weeks. An agreement has been prepared for both 
entities to sign. Council Member Jones made a motion to approve for 
Columbus Light and Water to use one of the City’s older Boom Trucks for 
approximately two (2) weeks once the Agreement has been signed. Council 
Member Mickens seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.
.

I. Discuss/Approve Real Estate Listing Contract.
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Council Member Jones made a motion to approve Real Estate Listing 
Contract with Jeffrey Carter for the sale of old Fire Station #4, located on 
Airline Road, with a listing price of $35,000. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

The Contract follows:

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY)
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J. Discuss/Approve Order Vacating and Abandoning Unopened Municipal 
Street.

The Mayor and Council of the City of Columbus took up for consideration a 
petition filed by Alex Sparkman, joined by all his neighbors claiming an 
interest in the relief requested in his petition, seeking an order approving the 
City to vacate and abandon the section of roadway located on 7th Avenue 
North pursuant to the description. Council Member Jones made a motion to 
proceed with the Order Vacating and Abandoning Unopened Municipal 
Street. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion, and after due 
consideration and discussion, the Mayor called for a vote on the motion 
which the Council Members voted, individually and as a group as follows:

Council Member Stewart voted: YES
Council Member Joseph Mickens voted: YES
Council Member Rusty Greene voted: YES
Council Member Pierre Beard voted: YES
Council Member Stephen Jones voted: YES
Council Member Jacqueline DiCicco voted: YES

The Mayor then announced that the foregoing Order had passed on a vote of 
6  to 0  and that said Order was thereby adopted.

THE ORDER FOLLOWS:

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY)
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K. Discuss/Approve Appraisal for the Fossil Park

Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the Appraisal for the 
Fossil Park, which will be paid out of the funds that were donated. Council 
Member Beard seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

 Ayad Taofik – Project Manager with Waggoner Inc. introduced the new local 
Project Manager, Josh Sansing., PE.

ADJOURNMENT:
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Beard moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Councilwoman Stewart and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED.

 Approved by: 
   Keith Gaskin, Mayor        James “Jim” Brigham     

  CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk

. 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY)













































































Derelict Property Docket December 3, 2024 

Case # and Violation Ward Name and Violation Address Notes 
     

24-0372 
 
 
Burned/ Dilapidated Structure 

 

Property Maintenance 

Code Violation 

 

5 ERIC GREEN 

 

 

 

Violation Address: 

705 15th Street North 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

24-0373 
 
 
 

 

\ 

Abandoned Structure 

 

4 WASHCRAW ENTERPRISES LLC / CHRISTOPHER WASHINGTON 

 

 

 

 

Violation Address: 

823 21st Street North 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

24-0375 
 
 
 

 

Accumulation of 

Rubbish & Garbage 

 

3 MARK D. WALLS / PAULA G. WALLS 

 

 

 

Violation Address: 

823 Cannon Trace 

Columbus, MS 39702 

 

24-0376 
 

 
 
 

 

Abandoned Structure 

 

5 WILLIAM ANDERSON 

 

 

 

Violation Address: 

810 Railroad Street 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

24-0377 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Overgrown Lot 

 

4 SYLVESTER MARKS 

 

 

 

 

Violation Address: 

212 Conway Drive 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

24-0378 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Property Maintenance  

Code Violation 

 

4 ROBERT E. WOODS III / ALYSSA NELSON 

 

 

 

 

 

Violation Address: 

1411 College Street 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

24-0383 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Property Maintenance  

Code Violation 

 

5 ETHEL HATTON 

 

 

 

 

 

Violation Address: 

1818 6th Avenue North 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 



Derelict Property 

 
 

 

 
 
 

City of Columbus, MS 
 
  

Code Enforcement Division 
December 3, 2024  



Derelict Property 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Case No. 24-0372  

• Eric Green 

• 705 15th Street North 
• Dilapidated / Burned Structure | Property Maintenance Code Violation 



Derelict Property 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

• Case No. 24-0373  

• Washcraw Enterprises LLC / Christopher Washington 

• 823 21st Street North 
• Abandoned Structure 
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• Case No. 24-0375  

• Mark D. Walls  / Paula G. Walls 

• 823 Cannon Trace 
• Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage 
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• Case No. 24-0376  

• William Anderson  

• 810 Railroad Street 
• Abandoned Structure 
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• Case No. 24-0377  

• Sylvester Marks 

• 212 Conway Drive 
• Overgrown Lot 
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• Case No. 24-0378  

• Robert E. Woods III / Alyssa Nelson 

• 1411 College Street 
• Property Maintenance Code Violation 
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• Case No. 24-0383  

• Ethel Hatton 

• 1818 6th Avenue North 
• Property Maintenance Code Violation 
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Columbus – Lowndes County Airport 

FY2025 MDOT Strategic Multi-Modal Investments Fund Justification 
 

Construct T-Hangar 

 

Project Justification: Construct T-Hangar (6,300 SF +/-)  

The Columbus-Lowndes County Airport is a General Aviation airport located in Columbus, 
Mississippi. The airport is included in FAA’s National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems (NPAIS) 
and as such, is eligible for funding through the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Airport 
Improvement Program (AIP). The airport is co-sponsored by the City of Columbus and Lowndes 
County, Mississippi. 

The Airport has a single runway 4,500 feet in length by 100 feet in width accompanied by a full 
parallel taxiway, connecting taxiways, one enclosed box hangar, one 4-unit t-hangar, open 
hangars, and a terminal building. The Columbus-Lowndes County Airport is proposing to 
complete a project to construct an additional t-hangar to house single and twin-engine aircraft. 
The proposed hangar will be located adjacent to an existing apron south of the terminal building 
and will utilize the apron for ingress/egress as shown in Figure 1. The project will be designed 
with the use of bid alternates to utilize the funds available.  

This project is related to economic development and increasing airport revenue. The estimated 
total cost of the t-hangar including engineering, administration, and construction is $708,000. A 
detailed Opinion of Probable Cost is included as Attachment A. 

1. Operational Impact on Airport 
• Improve operational safety or security on the Airport? 
• Enhance aviation service to the public? 

A pole barn open hangar that was built in the 1950’s was recently condemned and has been 
demolished. The wood structure had deteriorated beyond the point of renovation due to 
wood rot and termite infestation, and the building’s condition became a safety concern 
forcing the Airport to take the building out of commission. Construction of the new hangar 
will provide additional hangar space to offset the loss of this hangar and will improve the 
operational safety of the Airport. 

The proposed project will have a positive effect on operations at the Columbus-Lowndes 
County Airport by increasing the number of secured hangar spaces available to current and 
prospective tenants. Providing adequate facilities for tenants and itinerant traffic to store 
their aircraft will enhance aviation service to the public. As with any small business, the key 
to running a successful general aviation airport is customer satisfaction, and it is difficult to 
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maintain customer satisfaction while providing antiquated, deteriorated facilities that are a 
safety concern. 

2. Economic Impact of the Project 
• Produce revenue or result in cost savings for the Airport? 
• Benefit the economy of the surrounding community? 
• Provided a thorough cost-benefit analysis of the Project evidencing the net value of the 

Project to the Airport and surrounding community? 
• Create or support jobs, directly or indirectly, at the Airport or in the local community? 

The proposed project will produce revenue and reduce ongoing maintenance costs. With 
the recent replacement of the Jet-A fuel tank which allowed the Airport to provide jet fuel 
again, business has been progressively increasing for the Airport, and the demand for 
adequate hangar facilities is at an all-time high. The Columbus-Lowndes County Airport 
does not currently have secured hangar space available for new tenants. The existing t-
hangars are leased by based aircraft and the existing box hangar by PHI Air Medical (an air 
ambulance service). The increase in the enclosed hangar rental potential will attract more 
clients which will result in an increase in fuel sales and services provided at the Airport.   

Construction of the hangar will not only support existing jobs, but it will also create jobs. 
The construction phase will include excavation, structural concrete, and the erection of 
structural steel. These are jobs that will likely be provided by local contractors, thereby 
creating local jobs. It is reasonable to assume that 50% of the construction costs will be 
reinvested in local jobs and manufacturers in the area (approximately $350,000). This 
increased activity will also contribute to an increase in service sector jobs and tax revenue 
in the local community. 

Cost-Benefit Analysis: 

Cost:  Initial Investment (approximately)    $ 708,000 

Benefits: Increase in Fuel Sales      $   30,000/year 
  Increase in Rental Revenue     $   17,300/year 
  Maintenance Savings (50% Decrease)   $    1,200/year 
  Total Increase in Benefits     $  48,500/year 
 

Estimating an interest rate of 2%, in approximately 17 years, this project will have generated 
enough income to cover the initial investment and start producing net revenue. 
 
    Initial Investment (approximately)    $  708,000 
    Interest Rate        2% 
    Annual Revenue      $     48,500 
    Amortization Period        17 years 4 months 
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3. Airport Activity Supports the Proposed Project 

• Support current operations or new operations at the Airport? 

The proposed project is supported by both current and new operations at the Airport. The 
hangar will make the airport more attractive to current and new tenants by providing a 
new, secure facility to house aircraft. 

4. Funding 
• Are funds necessary for the Project? 
• Needed to complete an ongoing project or development? 
• Be used as AIP matching funds or to leverage other funding? 
• Are project costs and/or budget reasonable? 

Unfortunately, the operating budget of the CLCA is very limited, and it is used mostly for 
necessary maintenance, repairs, and everyday operating expenses. The estimated cost for 
this project exceeds the allowable airport budget. Since this project is revenue producing, 
it is not a priority for AIP funds. 

This project would support business on the Airport, making it a priority. The proposed 
project is not part of an ongoing project at the Airport. Project costs were estimated 
considering current market prices and prices from similar construction projects completed 
recently. Attached to the application is an opinion of probable cost.  

CLCA is receiving approximately $150,000/year for five years in FAA Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law (BIL) Funds and has allocated a portion of these funds for this hangar 
project. The project is proposed to be funded with approximately 66% MDOT Multi-Modal 
Strategic Investment Funds, 31% FAA (BIL) Funds, and 3% local/BIL matching funds.  

5. Consistency with Airport Layout 
• Meets current design standards or allows for further development to meet future 

needs? 
• Pertinent to the Airport’s needs? 

The proposed project is for the construction of a new building that will be in compliance 
with FAA siting criteria and current design standards and will be sited to allow for further 
development to meet future needs.  

Available hangar space is essential to the basic operation of an airport. Airports without 
secure available hangar space are at a disadvantage when attempting to attract new 
tenants, increase revenues, create economic development and improve services to their 
clients.  
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6. Any additional information the applicant would like for the Committee to consider in the 
competition for approval and funding of the project. 

This project will benefit Columbus-Lowndes County Airport and the surrounding community 
financially while providing a safer, more desirable facility that will attract both more based 
and itinerant aircraft. With the continued industrial growth in the Golden Triangle area, the 
number of based and itinerant general aviation traffic has been progressively increasing, 
and the Columbus-Lowndes County Airport’s goal is to meet the ever-increasing demands.  

Pictures of the demolished hangar to be replaced are attached to this justification for 
clarification. 
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Photo 1 – South Side of Demolished Hangar  

 

 
Photo 2 – Hangar Interior – Roof Damage 
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Photo 3 – South Side of Hangar 

 

 
Photo 4 – Rotten Structural Member 



Item No. Description Qty Unit Unit Price Total Cost
1 Mobilization LS 1 $ 56,000.00 $ 56,000.00

2 Temp. Erosion Control LS 1 $ 7,500.00 $ 7,500.00

3 Unclassified Excavation CY 1,300 $ 10.00 $ 13,000.00

4 Geotextile Fabric SY 1,170 $ 4.50 $ 5,265.00

5 Select Fill CY 1,170 $ 20.00 $ 23,400.00

6 Crushed Aggregate Base Course, 4"  Thick CY 80 $ 110.00 $ 8,800.00

7 Concrete Pavement SY 190 $ 75.00 $ 14,250.00

6 Crushed Limestone Base Course, 6"  Thick CY 32 $ 110.00 $ 3,520.00

8 Concrete/Asphalt Pavement Removal SY 940 $ 20.00 $ 18,800.00

9 Seeding LS 1 $ 2,000.00 $ 2,000.00

10
Construction of Reinforced Concrete Building Foundation,

Complete-in-Place SF 6,350 $ 15.00 $ 95,250.00

11 Construction of T-Hangar Building, Complete-in-Place LS 1 $ 230,000.00 $ 230,000.00

12
Electrical Service to Building and Interior Electrical/Lighting,

Complete-in-Place LS 1 $ 45,000.00 $ 45,000.00

13 Aircraft Grounding System LS 1 $ 7,500.00 $ 7,500.00

14 15" Reinforced Concrete Pipe, Class III LF 150 $ 55.00 $ 8,250.00

15 Precast 4'x4' Concrete Inlet Structure EA 4 $ 4,500.00 $ 18,000.00

16 Reinforced Concrete Flared End Section EA 3 $ 1,200.00 $ 3,600.00

17 Implementation of Construction Safety Plan LS 1 $ 10,000.00 $ 10,000.00

570,135.00$       

39,900.00$         

GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION/TESTING 14,000.00$         

CONTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION 18,000.00$         

9,000.00$            

57,000.00$         

708,035.00$       

69,750.00$         

145,000.00$       

SMIF Funds 469,423.89$       

MDOT Match 11,930.56$         

11,930.56$         

Since Neel-Schaffer, Inc. has no control over the cost of labor, materials, equipment or services furnished by the Contractor, 

or over the Contractor’s methods of determining prices, or over competitive bidding or market conditions, or over inflation 

between the time this opinion of cost was prepared and the time the project is awarded for construction, Neel-Schaffer, 

Inc. cannot and does not guarantee that proposals, bids or actual construction costs will not vary from our opinion or 

estimate of construction costs.  This opinion of probable cost is intended for the use of the client only as an order of 

magnitude tool.
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4 UNIT T-HANGAR 
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CITY OF COLUMBUS
POST OFFICE BOX 1408

COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 39703

MAYOR
    KEITH GASKIN.

CITY COUNCIL
ETHEL STEWART
JOSEPH W. MICKENS, SR.
RUSSELL GREENE
PIERRE D. BEARD, SR.
STEPHEN JONES
JACQUELINE DICICCO

CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER
      JAMMIE GARRETT

CFO/SECRETARY-TREASURER
      JAMES “Jim” BRIGHAM

POLICE CHIEF 
JOSEPH M. DAUGHTRY, SR.

FIRE CHIEF
DUANE HUGHES

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR
       PATRICIA S. MITCHELL

PT DIRECTOR OF PLANNING &      
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
       GEORGE IRBY

November 27, 2024

Mayor Keith Gaskin
and Members of the City Council
City of Columbus, MS

Dear Mayor and Council Members:

The Public Works Director, Assistant PW Director and I have interviewed applicants to 
fill one of the two (2) vacant Laborer positions in the Public Works Department that 
resulted from resignations. We request approval to hire at 
$15.00 hourly, pending a successful completion of all preliminary testing. 

Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Patricia Mitchell

Patricia Mitchell
Human Resources Director

Casey Bush

Casey Bush
Public Works Director
















	I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION
	II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA
	III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS.
	A. Approve Minutes for Meeting of November 19, 2024
	PublicMINUTES, November 19, 2024


	IV. CONSENT AGENDA
	A. Approve request for five (5) Fire and Rescue perso
	Travel Request-Graduation-Duane Hughes, Alan Lewis, Jaquay Sherrod, Wes Mims, Todd Graham

	B. Accept letters of resignation from two (2) CPD per
	C. Approve request for payment of webmaster's service
	Next Stage Media - 1591

	D. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) Public W

	V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS.
	A. Approve Docket of Claims for December 3, 2024
	December 3rd Docket of Claims


	VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA:
	A. Comments from Mayor & Council
	B. Board Vacancies
	 COLUMBUS HOUSING AUTHORITY2 Vacancies, 5 Year Term
	 GOLDEN TRIANGLE REGIONAL WASTE MANAGEMENT AUTHORIT
	 Lesia T. Jackson
	Lesia T Jackson


	 CITY PLANNING COMMISSION3 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms,
	 Emily Johnson
	E Johnson

	 Stephen McBride
	S McBride

	 Bo Harrison
	B Harrison

	 Melissa Smith
	MelissaSmithApplicationPlanningCommission

	 Quincy Harris
	Q Harris


	 ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS & APPEALS1 Vacancy, 3-
	 Stephen McBride
	S McBride




	VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA
	A. Tony Woodfin - 2nd Chances
	Tony Woodfin Jr.


	VIII. POLICY AGENDA:
	A. Discuss / Approve Derelict Property Docket
	Derelict Property Docket for December 3, 2024
	Derelict Property PowerPoint for December 3, 2024
	$250 OR LESS Derelict Properties for December 3, 2024

	B. Discuss/approve applying for MDOT Strategic Multi-
	SMIF Grant Application Justification 11.26.24

	C. Discuss/Approve a Memorandum of Understanding Betw
	D. Discuss/Approve hiring one (1) entry level police 
	E. Discuss/Approve request to hire one (1) Laborer fo
	LABORERnov. 2

	F. Discuss/Approve Request to apply for Science Disco
	CITY - REQUEST TO APPLY FOR SCIENCE DISCOVERY ON MAIN STREET GRANT

	G. Discuss/Approve Columbus Recreation Department to 

	IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION:
	A. Personnel Matters (2)


