
MEETING OF
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS
April 16, 2024

The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, April 16, 2024 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin presided 
over the meeting and all Council Members were present. Also present were the General 
Counsel, the COO, CFO, Asst. Police Chief, HR Director, and all other Department 
Heads.

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION:

Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Rev. Willie Mac Williams, 
Pastor of Walking In The Word Ministry, to offer the Invocation. 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA:

Council Member Jones requested to add discussion of recent shootings and 
cameras to the Policy Agenda as Item “G.”  

Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to adopt the Agenda as amended. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF APRIL 2, 2024.

Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
April 2, 2024. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

IV. CONSENT AGENDA:

A. Accept letter of resignation from Fire and Rescue Firefighter Seth Kyle, effective 
April 23, 2024, and approve compensation of any unused vacation leave.
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B. Approve permit request submitted by Shane Cruse, on behalf of Victory 
Tabernacle Church, to host a “Victory Tabernacle Block Party” to be held 
May 4, 2024 from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. at 324 5th Street South. See 
attached map. 

C. Accept letter of resignation from CPD Officer, Roderick Clark, effective 
March 29, 2024.

D. Approve request for CPD personnel, Chief Joseph Daughtry, to attend 
the “NOBLE 48th Annual Training Conference” to be held in New Orleans, 
LA, and approve payment of $525.00 for registration, $954.00 for lodging, 
$200.00 for travel and reimbursement of meal expenses, total cost 
estimated to be $1,955.00.

E. Accept letter of resignation from Care & Maintenance employee, Fredrick 
Hill, effective April 3, 2024.

F. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel: Houston Ballard, 
Weston Lowery and Alan Lewis to attend “MSTAT” to be held in 
Starkville, MS, and approve payment of $80.00 for registration and use of 
a City vehicle.

G. Approve request to vacate an existing easement and grant an easement 
on Moore’s Creek Road.

H. Approve permit request submitted by Lillian P. Murray on behalf of The 
Accountability Partners of FMBC, to host the “Spring to Life Community 
Health Fair” to be held on April 20, 2024, from 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at 
1102 12th Avenue North.

I. Approve 2% Tourism Tax Payment of $25,000 to Lowndes County, 
$20,833.33 to Golden Triangle Development LINK, $33,333.33 to the City 
of Columbus and $132,759.11 to Columbus Visitors Bureau, all 
disbursements totaling $211,925.77.

Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
prepared. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote, 6/0.

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS:
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Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
April 16, 2024, in the amount of $617,057.94. Councilwoman Stewart seconded 
the motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Councilwoman DiCicco, 
who opposed. 

The motion carried 5/1.

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA:

A. Mayor Gaskin asked members of the Council if they had any remarks or 
announcements. 

Council Member Mickens asked Mrs. Rogena Bonner about theft at the 
Convention Center. Mrs. Bonner came forward and stated that 
someone stole plants that had recently been set out as a part of the 
beautification/renovation project. She has cameras, but they would not 
have picked up the plant bandit. Greg Drake remarked that he will 
research the cost to purchase cameras. The COO remarked that 
placement of cameras throughout the City are determined by CPD.
 
• Mayor Gaskin thanked everyone for visiting the City and participating in 

local activities. 

B. Swearing In of one (1) Fire and Rescue Firefighter

▪ Raevonne Reece

Chief Hughes came forward and introduced Firefighter Raevonne Reece. 
Mayor Gaskin swore in Firefighter Reece as she recited the Oath of 
Office. The Fire and Rescue Department were present to present 
Firefighter Reece with her helmet. Chief Hughes commended Mrs. Reece 
for her resilience, she delivered a healthy baby boy in January of this year.

Mayor Gaskin asked the Council if they had questions for the Department 
Heads.

C. James M. Trotter Convention Center/Friendship Cemetery – March 2024 
Monthly Report

The Monthly Report from the James M. Trotter Convention 
Center/Friendship Cemetery for March 2024 was presented. No action was 
taken.
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D. Building Inspection – March 2024 Monthly Report

The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for March 2024 
was presented.. No action was taken.

E. Code Enforcement – March 2024 Monthly Report

The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for March 2024 
was presented. No action was taken.

F. Community Outreach Department – March 2024 Monthly Report

The Monthly Report from the Community Outreach Department for March 
2024 was presented. No action was taken. 

G. Columbus Fire and Rescue - March 2024 Monthly Report

The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for 
March 2024 was presented. No action was taken. 

H. Public Works Department – March 2024 Monthly Report 

The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for March 2024 was 
presented. No action was taken. 

I. Columbus Police Department – March 2024 Monthly Report 

The Monthly Report from the Columbus  Police Department for March 2024 
was presented. No action was taken.

J. Human Resources  – March 2024 Monthly Report 

The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Department for March 2024 
was presented. No action was taken. 

K. City Garage – March 2024 Monthly Report

The Monthly Report from the City Garage for March 2024 was presented. No 
action was taken. 

L. Municipal Court – March 2024 Monthly Report

The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for March 2024 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
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M. Office of Planning & Community Development – March 2024 Monthly 
Report

The Monthly Report from the Office of Planning & Community Development 
for March 2024 was presented. No action was taken.

N. Columbus Recreation Department – March 2024 Monthly report

The Monthly Report from the Columbus Recreation Department for March 
2024 was presented.  No action was taken.

O. Information Technology Department – March 2024 Monthly Report

The Monthly Report from the Information Technology Department for March 
2024 was presented. No action was taken.

P. Finance – March Monthly Report

Jim Brigham, CFO, distributed the Monthly Financial Report for March 2024, 
which includes the General Fund cash balance of $11,949,027.38 and is an 
increase of $2,671,306.84 compared to the same time last year. The Sales 
Tax Receipts for March 2024 are $829,827.00, which is a decrease of 
$35,282.00 compared to the previous year. The remaining balance of ARPA 
Funds that have not been earmarked is $69,968.93. The balance in the 
Bridge Repair Fund is $2,285,649.69. The balance in the Parks & Recreation 
Improvement fund is $3,783,492.85. The CFO also distributed an 
Expenditure Report by department. No action was taken.

Q. Board Vacancies

Jammie Garrett, COO announced vacancies on various boards, as follows:

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
1 Vacancy, remainder of Evelyn Vidrine’s term, which expires 12/01/2024. 
5-Year Term,

Appointment will be made May 21, 2024.

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA:

DANNY HUGHES AND ROBERT BENTON – National Day of Prayer, 
Columbus Community in Prayer Representatives
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The Columbus Community in Prayer Representatives, Danny Hughes and 
Robert Benton, came forward, offered prayer and discussed the National Day of 
Prayer 2024. The Theme this year is “ONE IN CHRIST.” Mr. Benton encouraged 
the community to be one in Christ, so that we all can witness the great 
awakening in the community and requested everyone to pause for 45 minutes in 
prayer on Thursday, May 2, 2024.

LEONARD C. BROWN - Crime Prevention
Mr. Leonard C. Brown came forward and gave a brief biography of himself and 
stated his purpose for being present. He stated that he is concerned about crime 
in Columbus and stated that some of these unemployed ex-offenders that are 
committing crime need something to do, which can slow down crime. Mr. Brown 
further stated that he is willing to help in any way he can.

VIII. POLICY AGENDA:

A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket

TYRONE HEROD
2518 6th Avenue North
CASE NUMBER:  24-0077  Burned and Dilapidated Structure

The General Counsel called cause number 24-0077. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0. 

JOYCE TURNER
529 20th Street North
CASE NUMBER:  24-0083 Property Maintenance Code Violation
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The General Counsel called cause number 24-0083.. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James recommended giving the property owner a 45-day 
extension to remediate the property. The property is in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to give the property 
owner a 45-day extension to apply for a building permit and remediate the 
property. If no progress is made after then, the City will proceed with 
adjudication.  Ms. James also recommends that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

DAVID S. MURRAY
1317 8th Avenue North
CASE NUMBER:  24-0084 Dilapidated Structure

The General Counsel called cause number 24-0084. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0. 

$250.00 OR LESS CASES:

Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented two (2) cases, $250.00 
or less for adjudication. Council Member Greene made a motion to accept the 
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notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated 
according to statute. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

THE LIST FOLLOWS:
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Councilwoman Stewart exited the meeting.

B. Discuss/Approve Recommendations from the April 8, 2024 Planning 
Commission meeting.

Permitted Use Request 24-03 (Rehearing)

Monika Willis, Property Owner
1702 7th Street North
Tax Parcel 56W18-01-05900

A request to establish an Elderly Residential Living Facility

The Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend denial to use 
this single-family home as an elderly residential assisted living facility. 

The Commission based their decision on objections from two (2) 
neighbors in the immediate vicinity, access to the property for 
emergency responders, inadequate parking availability, and not in 
character with the neighborhood. 

Council Member Jones made a motion to return table this request until the 
May 7, 2024 meeting. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 5/0.

Permitted Use Request 24-04 Rehearing

Lauretta Tucker, (Future Property Owner)
225 Byrnes Circle
Tax Parcel 61W05-01-00600

A request to assume ownership and operation of an existing child 
daycare

The Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval for the 
new owner to continue this daycare operation.

The Commission based their decision on no objections from neighbors 
in the immediate vicinity and the fact that this was an existing child 
daycare facility.
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Council Member Jones moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to allow  
future property owner to assume ownership and operation of an existing child 
daycare be approved. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
Building Official, Kenney Wiegel, stated that there were no objections to this 
request.  There followed discussion, consideration, and review by the Council 
of the issues and facts presented by this request and the action taken by the 
City of Columbus Planning Commission. 

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 5/0.

Amendment recommendation concerning Article 1, Section 23-24, 
Removal of Members

Existing: The City Council may remove any member of the Commission only 
for inefficiency, neglect of duty, or malefaction in office.

The Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval to 
amend the “existing” to the following “recommended” procedure:

Recommended: The City Council may remove any member of the 
Commission only for inefficiency, neglect of duty, malefaction in office, 
or failure to attend more than two (2) consecutive meetings.

The Commission has had a member absent for about a year and had trouble 
making a quorum for their last meeting. The absent member recently 
resigned, leaving a vacancy on the Commission. The members feel this will 
help maintain quorums in the future.

Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve this amendment to Article 
1, Section 23-24 of the Planning Commission membership requirement as it 
relates to Removal of Members. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 5/0.
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C. Discuss/Approve the promotion of one (1) Columbus Fire and Rescue 
personnel from Probationary Firefighter to Certified Firefighter, effective 
April 22, 2024

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to promote Fire 
and Rescue personnel: Raevonne Reece from probationary Firefighter to 
Certified Firefighter with the proper pay increase, effective April 22, 2024. 
Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 5/0.

D. Discuss/Approve the request to enter into a contract with applicant for 
Market Manager for the Hitching Lot’s Farmers’ Market according to the 
guidelines.

Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to enter into a 
contract with Giovanna Smith for Market Manager for the Hitching Lot’s 
Farmers’ Market according to the guidelines. Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion. 

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 5/0.

E. Discuss/Approve Contract to recodify new and amended City 
Ordinances in the Municipal Code Book and immediately post them on 
the Website. 

Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to approve 
Contract to recodify new and amended City Ordinances in the Municipal Code 
Book and immediately post them on the Website. Council Member Mickens 
seconded the motion. 

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 5/0.

The Contract terms follows:
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F. Discuss/Approve Waggoner Engineering, Inc. Task Order No. 1 for 
Environmental Review Services for the citywide dilapidated housing 
initiative. 

Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve Waggoner Engineering, 
Inc. Task Order No. 1 for Environmental Review Services for the citywide 
dilapidated housing initiative for the estimate cost of $73,300.00. Council 
Member Mickens seconded the motion. 

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion, except Council 
Member Greene, who opposed.

The motion carried 4/1.

Supporting Documents follow:

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY)
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Item “G” was added to the Policy Agenda.

G. Discussion of Amendment to Section 20-61 dealing with gun violence 
and the firing of firearms within the City. Gun violence and the firing of 
firearms within the City and County has become all too frequent and is 
bringing a heightened sense of fear and general unease within many 
parts of the City.

The General Counsel prepared an Amendment to Section 20-61 for 
consideration/discussion and/or approval of this Ordinance. Assistant Police 
Chief Ward requested some time to review the policy. The Council took this 
request under consideration and will present it again at the next meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT:
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, the Mayor announced that the meeting was 

ADJOURNED. 

 Approved by: 
   Keith Gaskin, Mayor        James “Jim” Brigham     

  CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk


