
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
May 21, 2024 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, May 21, 2024 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin presided 
over the meeting and all Council Members were present. Also present were the General 
Counsel, the COO, CFO, Police Chief, HR Director, and all other Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION: 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Rev. Ty Harris, pastor of 
Shiloh Full Gospel Baptist Church, to offer the Invocation.  
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to add “Discussion of Annexation” to the 
Policy Agenda as Item “I.”  
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Councilwoman Stewart made a substitute motion to not permit any additions to 
the agenda and keep it as printed. Council Member Mickens seconded the 
motion. Mayor Gaskin called for discussion. Following discussion, Council 
Members Stewart, Mickens, Beard and Jones voted in favor of not adding any 
items to the Agenda for discussion. Council Members Greene and DiCicco 
opposed the motion. 
 
The substitute motion carried 4/2. 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to adopt the Agenda as presented. 
Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF MAY 7, 2024. 
 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
May 7, 2024. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Dalton Cook, to attend “NFPA 
1001” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of $500.00 for 
registration, use of City vehicle for travel, fuel and reimbursement of meal 
expenses, in the estimated cost of $2,200.00. 
 

B. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Barron McKee, to attend 
“NFPA 1033 – Fire Investigator” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve 
payment of $640.00 for registration, use of City vehicle for travel, fuel and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, in the estimated cost of .$1,115.00.  
 

C. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Coty Cantrell, and Corey 
Haynes,  to attend “NFPA 1021 – Fire Officer” to be held in Jackson, MS, and 
approve payment of $1,230.00 for registration, use of City vehicle for travel, fuel 
and reimbursement of meal expenses, in the estimated cost of $2,080.00.  
 

D. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Clayton Aldridge, to attend 
“Fire Service Chaplain” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of 
$125.00 for registration, use of City vehicle for travel, fuel and reimbursement of 
meal expenses, in the estimated amount of $275.00. 
 

E. Approve permit request submitted by Floyd McIntyre, on behalf of the Kiwanis 
Club of Columbus, to host a “Kiwanis Club Memorial Weekend 5K Run” to be 
held on May 25, 2024, from 8:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m. See attached map. 
 

F. Approve request for Property/Evidence Custodian to attend “Basic Forensic 
Photography” to be held in Tuscaloosa, AL and approve payment of $525.00 for 
registration, use of City vehicle for travel, fuel, and reimbursement of meal 
expenses, in the estimated amount of $763.00. 

 

G. Approve request for CPD Officers: Samuel Jackson, Chris Smith, Bryan Moore 
and Javares Jennings to attend “Mississippi Command College” to be held in 
Oxford, MS and approve payment of $1500.00 for registration, lodging, use of 
City vehicle for travel, fuel and reimbursement of meal expenses, in the 
estimated amount of $4,700.00. 

 

H. Approve request for CPD Officers: Melvin Shirley, Jacorius Hammond, DeMarco 
Easterwood, to attend “2024 Summer MELOA Motor Training” to be held in 
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Biloxi, MS and approve payment lodging, use of City vehicle for travel, fuel and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, in the estimated amount of $2,013.50. 

 

I. Approve permit request submitted by Eric Thomas, on behalf of the Thomas 
Family, to host a “Candlelight Vigil” to be held on May 25, 2024, from 7:00 p.m. 
until 8:00 p.m. on Fannon Field in Propst Park. 

 

J. Approve permit request submitted by Robert Smith to host a “Graduation Block 
Party” to be held on May 25, 2024 from 12:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. at 38 
Burgundy Drive, blocking from this address to Madeira Drive. 

 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
prepared. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote, 

 

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for May 
21, 2024, in the amount of $1,200,785.09. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. Questions about the docket were directed to various Department Heads 
and the CFO. 
 

 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Councilwoman DiCicco, 
 who opposed. 
 
 The motion carried 5/1. 

 
VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 

 
A. Mayor Gaskin asked members of the Council if they had any 

announcements.  
 

  Council Member Jones thanked Burns Dirt for volunteering their service 
and equipment to help clean up debris. 

 

 Councilwoman Stewart thanked Casey Bush and the Public Works 
Department for cutting and removing a leaning tree in Ward I. 

 

 
 Mayor Gaskin offered a Special Thank You to all First Responders, 

Public Work Department and volunteers for their help in cleaning up 
storm debris. He also recognized the Public Works Department in 
observance of National Public Works Week.  
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 Columbus High School’s Commencement Exercises will be held 
Saturday, May 25 at 10:00 a.m. Humphrey Coliseum on the MSU 
Campus. 
 

 Except for Emergency personnel, all City Offices will be closed Monday, 
May 27 in observance of Memorial Day.   

 

 
B. Swearing-In of eight (8) CPD Officers 

 

 McKenzie Rogers 

 DeMarco Easterwood 

 Traveon Williams 

 Jeremy Harris 

 Isaiah Ginn 

 William Henderson 

 Jacob Parker 

 Eric Lewis 
 

Mayor Gaskin swore in eight (8) CPD Officers as they recited the Oath of 
Office. Chief Daughtry recognized the officers that recently graduated from 
the Police Academy. CPD performed exceedingly well in the Academy, 
bringing home several trophies. William Henderson exceeded in Fire Arms 
training. Jeremy Harris exceeded in Physical Fitness and Isaiah Ginn was 
named “Best of the Best” and brought back a trophy for Academics. Mayor 
Gaskin congratulated all officers. 
 

C. Building Inspection – April 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for April 2024 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

D. Human Resources – January 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Director for April 2024 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

E. Community Outreach – April Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Community Outreach Department for April 
2024 was presented. No action was taken. 
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F. Columbus Fire and Rescue Department - April Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for 
April  2024 was presented. No action was taken.  
 

G. Garage – April 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the City Garage for April 2024 was presented. No 
action was taken.  
 

H. Code Enforcement – April 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for April 2024 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

I. Columbus Police Department – April 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for April 2024 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

J. James M. Trotter Convention Center/Friendship Cemetery/Care & 
Maintenance – April 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the James M. Trotter Convention Center/Friendship 
Cemetery/Care & Maintenance – April  2024 Monthly Report was presented. 
No action was taken.  
 

K. Municipal Court – April 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for April 2024 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

L. Columbus Recreation Department – April 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Recreation Department for April 
2024 was presented. Council Member Beard commented on the Director of 
Parks and how pleased he was with the improvements thus far. No action 
was taken. 
 

M. Information Technology – April 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Information Technology Department for April 
2024 was presented. No action was taken. 
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N. Finance – April 2024 Monthly Report  
 
Jim Brigham, CFO, distributed the Monthly Financial Report for April 2024, 
which includes the General Fund cash balance of $11,614,891.71 and is an 
increase of $2,435,086.18 compared to the same time last year. The Sales 
Tax Receipts for May 2024 are $1,003,808.00, which is an increase of 
$9,924.00 compared to the previous year. The Modernization Tax balance is 
$5,651,604.00. The remaining balance of ARPA Funds is $3,965,292.00. 
The balance in the Bridge Repair Fund is $2,180,032.00. The balance in the 
Parks & Recreation Improvement Fund is $3,303,204.00. The CFO also 
distributed an Expenditure Report by department. The CFO updated the 
Mayor and Council on the Audit and remarked that the City will accept 
proposals for the 2023 Audit. No action was taken. 
 

O. Planning & Community Development – April 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Planning & Community Development 
Department for April 2024 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

P. Board Vacancies 
 

Jammie Garrett, COO announced vacancies on various boards, as follows: 
 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
1 Vacancy, remainder of Evelyn Vidrine’s term that expires 12/01/2024.  
Appointment will be made May 21, 2024. 
 
APPLICANTS: 
Emily Johnson 
    
Council Member Jones made a motion to appoint Emily Johnson to fill the 
remainder of the unexpired term of Evelyn Vidrine, which expires 
12/01/2024. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
1 Vacancy, remainder of Bryan Brown’s term that expires June 18, 2024.  
Appointment will be made June 18, 2024. 
 
 
APPLICANT: 
No applicants at this time. 
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VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 
A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 

 
BETHANY MCKISSICK 
1303 4TH Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0115  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0115. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11, and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
LISA B. BROWN 
1415 3rd Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0120  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0120. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11, and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
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notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
DEVIN P. BLACKSTOCK 
1206 11th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0100   Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0100. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0.  
 
PAULINE YOUNG 
1524 23rd Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0101  Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0101. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
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a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0.  
 
JODIE J. NAPIER 
71 Pandora Drive 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0103   Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0103. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0.  

 
ROBERT J. RAYMOND 
6th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0110   Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0110. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
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a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0.  

 
ESSIE AMES ESTATE c/o L. WOODFORK 
12th Avenue South 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0111   Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0111. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0.  
 
PATRICIA RICHARDSON 
415 13th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0114   Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0114. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
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a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0.  
 
AARON ANDERSON 
1401 4th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0116   Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0116.  No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0.  
 
M34L STUDIO LLC 
301 Forrest Boulevard 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0122   Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0122. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
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a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0.  
 
$250.00 OR LESS CASES: 
 
Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented seven (7) cases, 
$250.00 or less for adjudication. Council Member Greene made a motion to 
accept the notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be 
adjudicated according to statute. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE LIST FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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B. Discuss/Approve Applying for a FAA AIP Grant for the CLCA Runway 
Pavement Rehabilitation project.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to apply for a 
FAA AIP Grant in the amount of $2,067,561.00, requiring a 5% match of 
$103,378.00 (shared by the City and County) for the Columbus/Lowndes 
County Airport Runway Pavement Rehabilitation project. Council Member 
Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

C. Discuss/Approve applying for MDOT Multimodal Grant to rehabilitate 
open hangars at CLCA.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to apply for a 
MDOT Multimodal Grant in the amount of $346,400.00, requiring a 1% match 
of $3,464 to be shared by the City and County) to rehabilitate open hangars. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve hiring two (2) Certified CPD Officers, contingent on 
successful completion of all preliminary testing.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to hire Certified 
Police Officers, Johnny Vaughn and Jason Gilmore, pending successful 
completion of all preliminary testing. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

E. Discuss/Approve the Memorandum of Agreement between the City of 
Columbus and the MS Historic Preservation Office for the Blight 
Elimination Program.   
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Memorandum of 
Agreement between the City of Columbus and the MS Historic Preservation 
Office for the Blight Elimination Program. Council Member Jones seconded 
the motion.  
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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F. Discuss/Approve advertising for a historical resource survey for the 
Northern District of the City of Columbus for compliance with the 
Mississippi Department of Archives and History.  
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to advertise for 
a historical resource survey for the Northern District of the City of Columbus 
for compliance with the Mississippi Department of Archives and History. 
Council Member Beard seconded the motion..  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve advertising for Street Paving projects.  
 
Kevin Stafford reported that the specifications for Street Paving are ready to 
begin advertising. Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the 
request to begin advertising for bids for Street Paving Projects. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion..  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

H. Discuss/Approve awarding bid for sale of municipal surplus property at 
249 Airline Road, Columbus, MS. 
 
Pat Mitchell reported that the advertising period for the sale of municipal 
surplus property at 249 Airline Road is complete. The City received one (1) 
response; however, she failed to bring the bid information and could not make 
a recommendation. The Council will consider this matter at the next regular 
Council Meeting. 
 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, the Mayor announced that the meeting was 

ADJOURNED.  
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 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 
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