
MEETING OF
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS
March 5, 2024

The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, March 5, 2024 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin presided 
over the meeting and all Council Members were present, except Council Member 
Beard, who was absent when the meeting began. Also present were the General 
Counsel, the COO, CFO, Police Chief, HR Director, and all other Department Heads..

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION:

Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Rev. Leonardo 
Dismukes to offer the Invocation. 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA:

Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to adopt the agenda as prepared. Council 
Member Greene seconded the motion.  

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 5/0.

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF FEBRUARY 20, 2024 
AND MINUTES FOR SPECIAL MEETINGS: FEBRUARY 22 AND 
29, 2024.

Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
February 20, 2024 and Minutes for the Special Meetings of February 22 and 29, 
2024. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 5/0.

IV. CONSENT AGENDA:

Vice-Mayor requested that Item “A” on the Consent Agenda be moved to the 
Policy Agenda as Item “Q.”
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A. APPROVE REQUEST FOR THE Interim Planner, George Irby, to attend the 
2024 American Planning Association Annual Conference, to be held in 
Minneapolis, MN, and approve payment of $885.00 for registration, $1,028.00 for 
lodging, $784.00 for Airfare (travel) and reimbursement of meal expenses.

B. Approve request for three (3) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “Haz-Mat 
Awareness and Operations” to be held in Jackson, MS and approve payment of 
registration, travel, books, meal expenses, and any other expenses in the 
amount of $600.00.

C. Approve request for certification for 35 Fire and Rescue personnel  for the 
Mississippi Department of Health in the amount of $1,400.00.

D. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “Southeastern 
Extraction School” to be held in Darlington, SC, and approve payment of 
registration, travel, books, meal expenses, and any other expenses, all totaling 
$400.00.

E. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “Training at the 
Crossroads Engine Track” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of 
registration, travel, books, meal expenses, and other expenses, all totaling 
$50.00.

F. Approve request Accept letter of resignation from CPD Officer, Keshawn 
Younger, effective February 21, 2024.

G. Approve request for CPD Officer Nick Hairston and K-9 Bubba to attend the 
“MELOA 2024 Lawdog K-9 Seminar” to be held in Tupelo, MS and approve 
payment of meal expenses in the estimated amount of $100.00.

H. Approve permit request submitted by Barbara Bigelow, on behalf of Main Street 
Columbus, to host “Crosswalk Painting” to be held on two (2) days between 
March 18 – 29, 2024, from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. Painting the crosswalk on 
the south side of 2nd Avenue North and 6th Street North and blocking the same 
area.

I. Approve permit request submitted by Barbara Bigelow, on behalf of Main Street 
Columbus, to host “Crosswalk Painting” to be held on  April 16 – 19, 2024 from 
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. Painting the crosswalk on the north side of 3rd Street 
North and 2nd Avenue North and blocking the same area.

J. Approve permit request submitted by Joyce Dumas, on behalf of the Columbus 
AFB Family Advocacy Program, to host a “Child Abuse Awareness Parade with 
Stokes Beard Elementary School” to be held on April 4, 2024 from 1:00 p.m. until 

MOVED TO POLICY
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2:00 p.m., starting at Stokes Beard Elementary School, 311 South Martin Luther 
King Jr. Drive, right on Highway 182, right on 24th Street North, right on 5th 
Avenue North and back to Stokes Beard Elementary School, 311 MLK Jr. Drive.

K. Accept letter of resignation from Public Works employee, Devin Williams, 
effective February 26, 2024 and authorize the Human Resources Director to 
begin the normal recruitment process.

Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
amended. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members present voted in favor of 
same, with a unanimous vote, 5/0.

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS:

Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
March 5, 2024 in the amount of $712,774.86. Council Member Greene seconded 
the motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Councilwoman DiCicco.

The motion carried 4/1.

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA:

A. Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any comments or 
announcements.

Councilwoman Stewart offered thanks and appreciation to the Fire & Rescue 
Department, Police Department, Public Works Department and Mayor for 
assisting citizens in her Ward evacuate from flooding safely.  

Council Member Jones questioned Fire Chief Hughes about statements 
made during a recent interview with WCBI regarding the City purchasing Fire 
Apparatuses. Chief Hughes clarified the intent of his interview. No action was 
taken. 

Mayor Gaskin offered statements:

• Thanks to everyone for their participation and support of the Black 
History Month events and programs held last month. 

• Thanks to community members, businesses, groups, etc. who 
donated canned soup to the March of the Mayor’s Initiative.
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• Thanks to the Mayor’s Youth Council for attend Youth Leadership 
Summit in Starkville.

• Columbus hosted the Mississippi State Spelling Bee this year. 
Congratulations to all who participated. 

B. Presentation of Commendations to two (2) Animal Control Officers

• DONALD GREY
• DANA MCDONALD

Chief Daughtry presented Certifications of Commendation to CPD’s Animal 
Control Officers, Donald Grey and Dana McDonald, for successfully 
completing eight (8) hours of OC Pepper Spray.

C. Recognition for Heart Walk and Health Fair

• Eric Thomas, E. T. Open My Heart Foundation
• Crystal Kerneal, Nu Theta Sigma Alumnae Chapter of Sigma 

Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc.

Community Outreach Director, Leonardo Dismukes, came forward and 
presented plaques to Eric Thomas and Crystal Kerneal for their efforts at 
the recent Heart Walk and Health Fair. It was a huge success!

D. Board Vacancies

Jammie Garrett, COO announced vacancies on various boards, as follows:

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS & APPEALS
2 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms, Bo Harrison’s Term Expires 2/17/2024 and 
Kevin Stafford’s Term Expires 3/01/2024.

Appointments will be made tonight, March 5, 2024. 

APPLICANTS:
Kevin Stafford
Bo Harrison

Council Member Jones made a motion to reappoint Bo Harrison to the 
Zoning Board of Adjustments & Appeals for a three (3) Year Term, until 
February 17, 2027 and reappoint Kevin Stafford to the Zoning Board of 
Adjustments & Appeals for a three (3) Year Term, until March 1, 2027. 
Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.
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The motion carried 5/0.

 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS & APPEALS OF DEVELOPMENT CODES
1 Vacancy, 1-Year Term, Kevin Stafford’s Term Expires March 3, 2024.
Appointment will be made tonight, March 5, 2024.

APPLICANT:
Kevin Stafford

 
Council Member Jones made a motion to reappoint Kevin Stafford to the 
Board of Adjustments & Appeals of Development Codes for a 1-Year 
Term, until March 3, 2025. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 5/0.

Council Member Beard arrived.

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA:

VIII. POLICY AGENDA:

A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket

IDA COTHRON
1415 2nd Avenue North
CASE NUMBER: 24-0044 Abandoned Structure

The General Counsel called cause number 24-0044. Ms. Lenoir Byrd, Ms. 
Cothron’s niece came forward and remarked that when her aunt purchased 
the property, it was in poor condition. The windows have been boarded up in 
the past. Ms. Byrd requested an extension to determine what she can do with 
the property. Code Enforcement Officer Sasha James recommended giving 
Ms. Byrd additional time to determine if it meets the condition to qualify for the 
Blight Program and requested giving her an extension of 45 days. The 
property is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Jones 
made a motion give the property owner’s relative a 45-day extension to 
determine what can be done with the property or remediate the property, and 
that an Order be issued for the property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 
of the Mississippi Code, stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and remove 
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rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

B. Discuss/Approve the promotion of one (1) Columbus Fire and Rescue 
personnel from Certified Firefighter to Engineer, effective March 11, 
2024
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the promotion of Columbus 
Fire and Rescue Firefighter, Jonathan Goodman, to the position of Engineer 
with the proper pay increase, effective March 11, 2024. Council Member 
Greene seconded the motion.  

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

C. Discuss/Approve hiring three (3) Entry-Level Firefighters, pending 
successful completion of a pre-employment medical exam and drug 
screen.

Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to hire three 
(3) Entry-Level Firefighters: Joshua H. Ballard, Michael T. Hood, and  Weston 
C. Lowery, pending successful completion of a pre-employment medical 
exam and drug screen. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

Following these hires, the Columbus Fire & Rescue Department will be fully 
staffed.

D. Discuss/Approve the promotion of one (1) Columbus Fire and Rescue 
personnel from Engineer to Captain, effective March 11, 2024

Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the promotion of Columbus 
Fire and Rescue Engineer, Donald Buckner, to the position of Captain with 
the proper pay increase, effective March 11, 2024. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion.  
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

E. Discuss/Approve submission of the Columbus Fire and Rescue Critical 
Risk Assessment/Standards of Cover document required for continued 
International Accreditation.

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the submission of the 
Columbus Fire and Rescue Critical Risk Assessment/Standards of Cover 
document required for continued International Accreditation. Councilwoman 
DiCicco seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

F. Discuss/Approve the request from the Columbus Police Department to 
purchase computer mounts for patrol vehicles from Jackson 
Communications, Inc., in the amount of $15,870.00.

Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request from the 
Columbus Police Department to purchase computer mounts for patrol 
vehicles from Jackson Communications, Inc., in the amount of $15,870.00. 
Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

G. Discuss/Approve the request from the Columbus Police Department to 
purchase uniforms from The Southern Connection in the amount of 
$25,830.00. 

Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request from the 
Columbus Police Department to purchase uniforms from The Southern 
Connection, in the amount of $25,830.00. Council Member Jones seconded 
the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.
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H. Discuss/Approve the request from the Columbus Police Department to 
purchase holsters from The Southern Connection, in the amount of 
$10,917.84.

Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request from the 
Columbus Police Department to purchase holsters from The Southern 
Connection, in the amount of $10,917.84. Councilwoman Stewart seconded 
the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

I. Discuss/Approve the request from the Columbus Police Department to 
purchase gun lock cage mounts in the amount of $12,750.00 from Acme 
Window Tinting.

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request from the 
Columbus Police Department to purchase gun lock cage mounts in the 
amount of $12,750.00 from Acme Window Tinting. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

J. Discuss/Approve promotion of one (1) Public Works Laborer to the 
position of Crew Leader, effective March 11, 2024.

Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the promotion of Public 
Works Laborer, Gregory Bohlen, to the position of Crew Leader with the 
proper pay increase, effective March 11, 2024. Council Greene seconded the 
motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

K. Discuss/Approve request to purchase a pressure washer from Dutch 
Maid Equipment Company in the amount of $11,351.00.

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to purchase a 
pressure washer from Dutch Maid Equipment Company in the amount of 
$11,351.00. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

L. Discuss/Approve request to Award the Legal Publications Bid for 2024 – 
2025.

Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the request to Award the 
Legal Publications Bid for 2024 – 2025 to The Columbus Packet. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. The bid submission follows:

The Commercial Dispatch:

1st Insertion $  0.11 cents per word
2nd Insertion $  0.10 cents per word

The Columbus Packet:

1st Run $  0.10 cents per word
2nd Run $  0.08 cents per word

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

M. Discuss/Approveawarding the Renovations to the Regal Hall Façade to 
the lowest responsive bidder

Council Member Jones made a motion to Award the Renovations to the 
Regal Hall Façade to the lowest responsive bidder, Bostick Construction LLC, 
in the amount of $49,802.00. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

The Bid Tabulation follows:
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N. Discuss/Approve Advertising for Trotter Interior Renovation

Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the request to advertise 
for the Trotter Convention Center Renovation. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

O. Discuss/Approve the scope of work for the Northside and Brickyard 
project areas per compliance with Home and Mississippi Department of 
Environmental Quality. 

Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the scope of work for the 
Northside and Brickyard project areas per compliance with Home and 
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

Supporting documents will be added in the Minute Book.

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY)

 

P. Consider the Adoption of an Annexation Ordinance
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There came on for consideration AN ORDINANCE ENLARGING, 
EXTENDING, AND DEFINING THE CORPORATE LIMITS AND 
BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS, LOWNDES COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI; SPECIFYING THE IMPROVEMENTS TO BE MADE IN THE 
ANNEXED TERRITORY AND THE MUNICIPAL OR PUBLIC SERVICES TO 
BE RENDERED THEREIN; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES RELATED 
THERETO; having been introduced and considered (no member of the 
governing authority having requested a reading of the Ordinance) on the   5th 
day of March, 2024, at a regular meeting of the Columbus City Council. 
Council Member JONES  moved for approval of the following 
Ordinance, which motion was seconded by Council Member    STEWART; 
having been introduced and considered. All Council Members engaged in a 
discussion of the proposed annexation. Following discussion, Council 
Members Stewart, Mickens, Beard and Jones voted in favor of adopting the 
Ordinance. Upon roll call vote, the result was as follows:

Council Member Ethel Stewart voted: YES
Council Member Joseph Mickens, Sr. voted: YES
Council Member Rusty Greene voted: NO  
Council Member Pierre Beard, Sr. voted: YES
Council Member Stephen Jones voted: YES
Council Member Jacqueline DiCicco voted: NO  

The Motion having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the members 
present and voting, the Mayor thereupon declared the motion carried and the 
Ordinance adopted this the 5th  day of March, 2024.

RESOLVED AND ORDERED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
COLUMBUS on this the 5th  day of March, 2024.

THE ORDINANCE FOLLOWS:
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The next item was moved from the Consent Agenda to the Policy 
Agenda:

Q. Discuss/Approve request for Interim Planner to attend 2024 American 
Planning Association Annual Conference to be held in Minneapolis, MN, 
and approve payment of registration, travel, meal expenses, and any 
other expenses in the amount of $3,052.50.  

Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the request for the 
Interim Planner, George Irby, to attend 2024 American Planning Association 
Annual Conference to be held in Minneapolis, MN, and approve payment of 
registration, travel, meal expenses, and any other expenses in the amount of 
$3,052.50. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  award Engineering 
Services to complete the USDA Parks & Recreation Feasibility Study to Neel-
Schaffer, Inc. Council Member Beard seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0. 

ADJOURNMENT:
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Beard moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Councilwoman Stewart and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED.

 Approved by: 
   Keith Gaskin, Mayor        James “Jim” Brigham     

  CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk


