
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
February 20, 2024 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, February 20, 2024 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin 
presided over the meeting and all Council Members were present at the beginning of 
the meeting except Council Member Beard, who had not arrived. Also present were the 
General Counsel, the COO, CFO, Police Chief, HR Director, and all other Department 
Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION: 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Rev. Al Lathan, pastor of 
Canaan Baptist Church, to offer the Invocation.  
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to move Item “D” from Consent Agenda 
to Policy Agenda as Item “G”. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF FEBRUARY 6, 2024 AND 
THE SPECIAL MEETING OF FEBRUARY 8, 2024. 

 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting 
of February 6, 2024 and the Special Meeting of February 8, 2024. Councilwoman 
DiCicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Zachary Anderson and Tavonta 
Macon, to attend “Haz-Mat Awareness and Operations” to be held in Jackson, MS,   
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 and approve use of City vehicle for travel and reimbursement of meal expenses, 
 all costs totaling $400.00.  

 
B. Approve permit request submitted by Brandy Johnson, on behalf of Columbus-

Lowndes Humane Society, to host a “St. Patty’s Day Pawty” to be held March 17, 
2024, from 8:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. at Zachary’s Restaurant on 5th Street North, 
blocking 2nd Avenue North to 3rd Avenue North.  
 

C. Approve permit request submitted by Glenn Lautzenhiser, on behalf of Christian 
Community In Prayer, to host the “National Day of Prayer” to be held o May 2, 
2024, from 12:00 noon until 1:00 p.m. in front of the Lowndes County 
Courthouse, blocking 2nd Avenue North in front of the Courthouse from 8:00 a.m. 
until 1:15 p.m.  
 

D. Approve request for the Mayor, City Council Members and Chief of Police to visit 
the Real Time Crime Center in Lafayette, LA and approve travel and meal 
expenses.  
 

E. Approve request from Lowndes County Circuit Court Clerk to use Sim Scott 
Community Center as a voting precinct for the March 12, 2024 Primary Election. 
 

F. Approve request for the Interim City Planner and Chief Operating Officer to visit 
the Mississippi Home Corporation Office in Jackson, Mississippi on Wednesday, 
February 21, 2024. (THIS DATE WILL BE CHANGED TO A DAY NEXT WEEK). 
 

G. Approve permit request submitted by Mayor Gaskin to block off 2nd Avenue North 
at 5th Street for the Columbus-Lowndes County Black History Month Event 
Memorializing Black Soldiers who died in WW1, Saturday, February 24, 2024 at 
9:00 a.m. in front of the Lowndes County Courthouse.  

 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
prepared. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote of those present, 5/0. 

 

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
February 20, 2024, in the amount of $1,757,128.40. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion.  
 

 All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion carried 5/0. 
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VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 

 
A. Mayor Gaskin asked members of the Council if they had any 

announcements.  
  
 Mayor Gaskin announced that Eric Thomas’ Open Heart Foundation will 

sponsor a Heart Walk and Education Fair on Saturday, February 24, 
2024 at the Farmers’ Market at 10:00 a.m. The public to invited to 
participate.  
 

 The City and County will hold a Black History event in front of Lowndes 
County Courthouse on Saturday, February 24, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. with 
Charles Williams, USCT and Black Lowndes County Immortals from 
WW1 will be recognized. MSMS student, Dylan Wild, will deliver a 
dramatic portrayal at this event. 

 

 Berkley Hudson will present the Picture Man of Possum Town, Mr. Pruitt, 
who photographed trouble and resilience in the American South. 
 

 I also Want to remind everyone of March of the Mayors event, a friendly 
competition with neighboring cities, where each City will be collecting 
food until March 1, 2024 to be distributed in prospective food pantries. 
The City of Columbus is collecting canned soup and it can be dropped off 
at City Hall. 

 

 General Counsel Turnage announced that he received an e-mail from the 
Wesley Garrett, Professor and Director of Legal Studies at MUW, which 
states that the Court of Appeals will hear oral arguments on appeal of the 
murder case of Roderick Johnson, where the Jury found him guilty of 
murder. The hearing will be held at the “W” campus at 11:00 a.m. on 
2/21/2024. 

 

 Council Member Jones directed a question to Ms. Garrett, COO, 
regarding the Grant Administrator position. Ms. Garrett responded that 
three (3) applications were received; however, only one (1) applicant met 
the qualifications defined in the job description. The Mayor, COO, CFO 
and HR Director interviewed the applicant via ZOOM and it was a great 
interview. The Human Resources Director, Pat Mitchell, was asked how 
long we advertised and she responded two (2) weeks. Council Member 
Jones made a motion to readvertise for the Grant Administrator. Council 
Member Mickens seconded the motion.  

 

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.  
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The motion carried 5/0. 
 

Councilwoman DiCicco asked if the City has an update on the Audit. Jim 
Brigham, CFO responded that the Audit is near completion. He’s writing the 
Management and Analysis Report. At the end of that, we will be complete. 
Mr. Brigham pointed out some things on the financial report. The sales taxes 
received for February were $1,082,420.00, which is the highest amount the 
City has ever received. Modernization tax funds are normally received in 
January and July. We have received the funds for January in the amount of 
$1,135,749.35. 
 
Council Member Beard arrived. 
 

B. Office of Planning & Community Development– January 2024 Monthly 
Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Office of Planning and Community 
Development for January 2024 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

C. Human Resources – January 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Director for January 2024 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

D. Building Inspection – January Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for January 
2024 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

E. Columbus Fire and Rescue Department - January Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for 
January 2024 was presented. No action was taken.  
 

F. Municipal Court – January 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for January 2024 was 
presented. No action was taken.  
 

G. Convention Center/Friendship Cemetery/Care & Maintenance – January 
2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Convention Center/Friendship Cemetery/Care 
& Maintenance – January 2024 Monthly Report was presented. No action 
was taken.  
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H. Public Works Department – January 2024 Monthly Report  

 
The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for January 2024 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

I. Code Enforcement – January 2024 Monthly Report  
 
The Monthly Report from Code Enforcement Department for January 2024 
was presented. No action was taken.  
 

J. Columbus Police Department – January 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for January 2024 
was presented. No action was taken.  
 

K. Garage – January 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the City Garage for January 2024 was presented. 
No action was taken.  
 

L. Parks & Recreation – January 2024 Monthly report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Parks & Recreation Department for January 
2024 was presented.  No action was taken. 
 

M. Information Technology Services – January 2024 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Information Technology Department for 
January 2024 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

N. Finance – December 2023 Monthly Report 
 
Jim Brigham, CFO, distributed the Monthly Financial Report for January 
2024, which includes the General Fund cash balance of $7,943,965.42 and 
is an increase of $1,912,957.74 compared to the same time last year. The 
Sales Tax Receipts for January are $1,082,420.00, which is an increase of 
$5,806.00 compared to the previous year. The first Modernization Tax 
Receipt was received on January 25, 2024 and totals $1,135,749.35. The 
remaining balance of ARPA Funds is $3,069,968.93. The balance in the 
Bridge Repair Fund is $3,281,861.90.The CFO also distributed an 
Expenditure Report by department. No action was taken. 
 

O. Board Vacancies 
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Jammie Garrett, COO announced vacancies on various boards, as follows: 
 

 
COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Fredrick Sparks’ Term Expires 3/05/2024. 
Appointment will be made February 20, 2024. 
 
APPLICANTS: 
Beverly Odom 
James Richardson 
Fredrick Sparks 
    
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to appoint James Richardson to 
the Columbus Municipal School District Board for a 5-Year Term, until 
3/05/2029. Council Member Jones seconded the motion.  
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a substitute motion to reappoint Fredrick 
Sparks to the Columbus Municipal School District Board. Council Member 
Greene seconded the motion. 
 
Council Members Greene and DiCicco voted in favor of the motion. 
Council Members Stewart, Mickens, Beard and Jones opposed the 
motion. 
 
The motion failed 2/4. 
 
ORIGINAL MOTION: 
Council Members Stewart, Mickens, Beard and Jones voted in favor of the 
motion to appoint James Richardson to the Columbus Municipal School 
District Board for a 5-Year Term, until 3/05/2029.  Council Members 
Greene and DiCicco opposed the motion. 
 
The motion carried 4/2. 
 
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS & APPEALS 
2 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms, Bo Harrison’s’ Term Expires 2/17/2024 and 
Kevin Stafford’s Term Expires 3/01/2024 
Appointments will be made March 5, 2024. 
 
APPLICANTS: 
Kevin Stafford 
Bo Harrison 
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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT & APPEALS OF DEVELOPMENT CODES 
1 Vacancy, 1-Year Term, Kevin Stafford’s Term Expires March 3, 2024. 
Appointment will be made March 5, 2024. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Kevin Stafford 
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 
ERIC THOMAS – Heart Health Walk & Education Fair 
 
Mr. Thomas could not be present. Ms. Jammie Garrett made the announcement 
that a Heart Health Walk & Education Fair will be held Saturday, February 24, 
2024 at 10:00 a.m. at the Farmers’ Market. The public is invited to participate. 
 
COLUMBUS REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY – RFP/Burns Bottom/ 
Legislative Funding 
 
Ms. Marthalie Porter, Mr. Jason Spears and Mr. Dennis Erby, Board Members 
for the Columbus Redevelopment Authority, were present. Jason Spears gave a 
progress or status report of the CRA. The objection of this project is to provide 
additional housing to increase the value of the local municipal tax base. 
Revenue stream will be produced from this development, to include permit fees, 
We also propose commercial development. We can then factor in added utilities, 
inventory and insurance, based on the type of business. You will then have 
increased ad valorem taxes that will go to the City, County and School District 
as well as an increase in sales taxes. The CRA currently has $272,350.08 in an 
investment account; $13,184.31 in another restricted account and $383,986.88 
in a non-restricted investment account .where the CRA brokered the sale of the 
lease property and in a $29,550.18 in a checking account. On January 15, 2024, 
the board voted to hire Neel-Schaffer, Inc. as the Engineers for the Parkview 
Project so we can start getting information on what we will need. On February 
14, 2024, the board approve a RFP to publish in various newspapers and other 
outlets to mark the property so developers can come forward. The Council were 
encouraged to ask questions. Council Member Mickens remarked that the 
Council supports the CRA. No action was taken. 
 
PASTOR DARREN LEACH – EPA Community Change Grant on behalf of 
the Memphistown CAG 
Mr. Darren Leach came forward and asked the Mayor and Council if you would 
agree to apply for this $20,000,000 Grant. Councilwoman DiCicco made a 
motion to apply for the Grant. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
Mr. Leach discussed how the funds can be used. The first deadline is February 
23, 2024 and we will not meet that deadline. 40% of the money can be used in 
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underprivileged neighborhoods. We have letters of support from the Governor, 
senators, and State Representatives. The next deadline date is April 23, 2024. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 
A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 

 
SHANNON J. MERCHANT 
c/o SHANNON BOWEN 
1015 Park Circle 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0146  Burned Structure 
 
This case was heard January 2, 2024. The General Counsel reported that 
Attorney Jeff Hosford is present on behalf of Ms. Shannon Bowen. Attorney 
Hosford stated that the problem is with State Farm. If you tear down this 
house, you are erasing the owners’ assets. Ms. Shanda Lewis, General 
Counsel with Webb Sanders & Williams, PLLC, on behalf of State Farm 
Insurance Company, came forward and offered remarks. Neighbor, Ms. 
Porter, came forward and remarked that something must be done about this 
burned structure. There are varmints and buzzards in the structure. Ms. 
Porter read a letter from Ms. Clara Coffield, who lives on Prince George 
Street expressing concern about the burned structure and the devaluation of 
the properties in the neighborhood. General Counsel Turnage offered a 
suggestion to use the $120,000 that has been paid to repair the roof to 
prevent additional damage. Council Member Jones made a motion to apply 
for a permit and immediately begin making repairs or demolish the structure. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
KENYA HARVEY / AL RICO HARRIS 
105 Taylor Street 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0022 Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0022. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James remarked that the property owners requested an 
extension of time to remediate the property and she recommended a 30-Day 
extension. The property was in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a 
menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  
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Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion give the property owner a 30-day 
extension to remediate the property, and that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
JOHN M. JONES / WILLIE MILLS 
508 Peach Street 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0025 Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0025. Ms. Anne Brumfield, 
relative of Mr. Jones and Mr. Mills, came forward and requested an extension 
of time to remediate the property. Code Enforcement Sasha James 
recommended giving Ms. Brumfield  a 45-day extension. The property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard made a 
motion give the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the 
property, and that an Order be issued for the property in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating the City may remove 
dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the 
twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass 
and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and other debris no more 
than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman 
DiCicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
SUPER LUCKY LLC 
2400 Main Street 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0026 Dilapidated Accessory Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0026. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
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safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Council Member Beard made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 

 
ROBERT RAYMOND 
1110 7th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0032 Overgrown Lot 
 
There was discussion involving the address of this case number. Council 
Member Jones made a motion to table this matter until the next meeting. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
$250.00 OR LESS CASES: 
 
Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented five (6) cases, $250.00 
or less for adjudication. Council Member Greene made a motion to accept the 
notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated 
according to statute. Council Member Beard seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE LIST FOLLOWS: 
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Council Member Mickens asked Ms. James, Code Enforcement Officer, 
questions about a dilapidated lot and structure on Bennett Avenue. She 
remarked that Public Works has cleaned the property in the past. No action 
was taken. 
 

B. Discuss/Approve Propst Park Bridge Construction Contract allowing 
VFW a non-exclusive easement for access to its property.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Propst Park Bridge 
Construction Contract allowing VFW a non-exclusive easement for access to 
its property. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE CONTRACT FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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C. Discuss/Approve the promotion of two (2) Columbus Fire and Rescue 

personnel from Probationary Firefighter to Certified Firefighter, effective 
February 20, 2024.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to promote two 
(2) Fire and Rescue personnel: Jonathan Goodman and Jamie Adams, from 
probationary Firefighter to Certified Firefighter with the proper pay increase, 
effective February 20, 2024. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve request to advertise for bids for the purchase of old 
Fire Station Number 4.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to advertise for 
bids for the purchase of old Fire Station Number 4. Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

E. Discuss/Approve the promotion of Columbus Police Department 
Lieutenant to the position of Captain in the Criminal Investigation 
Division, effective February 19, 2024.  
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request from the 
Columbus Police Department to promote Columbus Police Department 
Lieutenant, Terence Ware, to the position of Captain in the Criminal 
Investigation Division, with the proper pay adjustment. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

F. Discuss/Approve a policy requiring all interview selection committees 
for Department Heads to be comprised of at least two (2) City Council 
Members.  
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve a policy requiring all 
interview selection committees for Department Heads to be comprised of at 
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least two (2) City Council Members. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Item “G” was moved from the Consent Agenda. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve request for the Mayor, City Council Members and 
Chief of Police to visit the Real Time Crime Center in Lafayette, LA and 
approve travel and meal expenses. 
 
Councilwoman DiCicco had questions about this request because no 
expense were listed and, she also requested if this is the nearest location with 
a Real Time Crime Center? Chief Daughtry remarked that at this time, it is 
unknown which Council Members would like to go and the COO did not want 
to exclude anyone. The only cost is travel and meals. Motorola 
representatives will pay for the lodging. Council Member Mickens made a 
motion to approve this request. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, the Mayor announced that the meeting was 

ADJOURNED.  

 
 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 

 
 
 
 

 


