
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
February 6, 2024 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, February 6, 2024 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin 
presided over the meeting and all Council Members were present. Also present were 
the General Counsel, the COO, CFO, Police Chief, HR Director, and all other 
Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION: 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Rev. Leonardo 
Dismukes to offer the Invocation.  
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
Vice-Mayor requested to add “Strategy for Annexation” as a topic for discussion 
to Executive Session. Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to adopt the 
Agenda as amended. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF JANUARY 16, 2024: 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
January 16, 2024. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES FOR SPECIAL MEETING OF FEBRUARY 1, 2024: 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Special 
Meeting of February 1, 2024. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Accept letter of retirement from Richard T. Jones, CID Captain, effective 
February 9, 2024, and approve request to purchase service weapon at $10.00 
according to state statute. 

 
B. Approve permit request submitted by Community Outreach/Lifeline Company, to 

host Eric Thomas’ Open Heart Foundation Heart Walk and the Nu Theta Sigma 
Alumnae Chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. Heart Education Fair, to 
be held February 24, 2024, from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at the Hitching Lot 
Farmers’ Market with streets being blocked at 3rd Street North between 2nd 
Avenue North and 3rd Avenue North. 

 
C. Approve request to send six (6) CPD Officers to the Jackson Police Department 

Training Academy in Jackson, MS and approve cost of tuition ($24,000.00), 
which is reimbursable upon completion and approve reimbursement of clothing 
allowance, not to exceed $350.00 per Officer, upon completion of the academy. 
 

D. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Clayton Aldridge, to attend 
“Airport Firefighter” training to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of 
$877.00 for registration, use of City vehicle for travel, books and reimbursement 
of meal expenses, total cost estimated to be $1,327.00. 
 

E. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel: Victoria Culpepper, James 
Dunnam, and Alan Lewis to attend “MSTAT” to be held in Tupelo, MS, and 
approve payment of $40.00 for registration, use of City vehicle for travel and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, total cost estimated to be $120.00. 
 

F. Approve request for Human Resources Director, Pat Mitchell, to attend the 
“Mississippi Municipal League 93rd Annual Summer Conference” to be held in 
Biloxi, MS and approve payment of registration, lodging, travel and meal 
expenses 
 

G. Approve request to advertise for Legal Publications Bid, pursuant to Section 21-
39-3 of the Mississippi Code of 1972. 
 

H. Approve request to compensate BAM the sum of $675.00 for Grounds 
Maintenance  of Historic Sandfield Cemetery. 

 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
prepared. Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
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discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote, 6/0. 

 

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
February 6, 2024 in the amount of $910,633.46. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. Councilwoman DiCicco asked questions about some of the 
vouchers listed on the Docket regarding a timeline and the Recreation 
Department Budget. The Director of Parks & Recreation responded to the 
questions. 
 

 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Councilwoman DiCicco. 
 
 The motion carried 5/1. 

 
VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 

 
A. Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any comments or 

announcements. 
 
Council Member Beard congratulated the Columbus High School Boys’ 
Basketball Team for making it to the first round playoffs and is scheduled to 
play tonight in Jackson, MS.  
 
Council Member Beard also congratulated Captain Rick Jones on his 
retirement and thanked him for an awesome job. 
 
Council Member Jones wished Fire Chief Duane Hughes a Happy Birthday 
and the Council and audience proceeded to sing Happy Birthday to him. 
 
Mayor Gaskin began by reminding everyone that February is BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH and noted that during the month, City Hall will have 
traveling art exhibits of powerful images of pictures taken in Mississippi and 
are featured in Mr. O. N. Pruitt’s Possum Town. Stop by at City Hall and view 
these powerful images. 
 

 For the first time in North Mississippi, the City of Columbus is participating 
in a “March of the Mayors” event, which is a friendly competition with 
other Cities: Baldwin, Caledonia, Oxford, Starkville, Tupelo and West 
Point to collect specific food items. Columbus will be collecting canned 
soup. Other cities will be collecting items such as canned tuna, peanut 
butter, rice, etc. Foods that are collected will be donated to food pantries 
to help the needy and less fortunate. Drop off locations are City Hall, 
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CCVB, Fire Station 1, and the Municipal Complex. This project will end 
sometime in March. 

 Local citizen, Vanessa L. Walker, has written a play called “God 
Specializes in the Impossible,” which will be performed at the Rent 
Auditorium on February 17, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. Tickets are $20. The play 
will feature local cast members. 

 
B. Board Vacancies 

 
Jammie Garrett, COO announced vacancies on various boards, as follows: 
 

COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Fredrick Sparks’ Term Expires 3/05/2024. 
Appointment will be made February 20 2024. 
 
APPLICANTS: 
Beverly Odom 
James Richardson 
Fredrick Sparks 
 
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS & APPEALS 
2 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms, Bo Harrison’s Term Expires 2/17/2024 and 
Kevin Stafford’s Term Expires 3/01/2024. 
 
Appointments will be made to March 5, 2024.  
 
APPLICANT: 
Kevin Stafford 
 
 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS & APPEALS OF DEVELOPMENT CODES 
1 Vacancy, 1-Year Term, Kevin Stafford’s Term Expires March 3, 2024. 
Appointment will be made March 5, 2024. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Kevin Stafford 
    

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 
Joe Beckett – 602 6th Avenue South 
 
Mr. Joe Beckett came forward and stated that he was representing Gene Imes 
in the recent purchase of the property located at 602 6th Avenue South. Mr. 
Imes’ intent is to restore the structure to its original state. The structure is solid, 
except an area in the roof and an area in the floor. Their plan is to replace the 
roof and repair the floor. General Counsel Turnage stated that the City currently 
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has a Lis Pending on record, but since we have a new owner who has intentions 
to bring the structure up to code, he suggested to cancel the Lis Pending and 
allow Mr. Imes to proceed with the renovation. Then, if we learn that the repairs 
have not progressed at the speed that we want, then bring the case back before 
the Mayor and Council. The Building Official and Code Enforcement Officer both 
agree with this recommendation.  
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to rescind the Lis Pending and 
abatement order. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Keith Worshaim – Thanks and Appreciation 
Mr. Keith Worshaim came forward and thanked the Mayor and City Council for 
their support for recognizing Ms. Sarah Collins Rudolph, the 5th Little Girl that 
survived the 16th Street Baptist Church Bombing in Birmingham, Alabama on 
September 15, 1963 in City Hall on January 8, 2024. He also thanked everyone 
that was in attendance and thanked the Mayor for giving her a certificate of 
honorary citizenship. 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 
A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 

 
WILLIAM VAUGHN / EVENYN VAUGHN 
2624 6th avenue North 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0653  Abandoned Structure 
     Property Maintenance Code Violation 
           
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0653. Mr. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James remarked that the property owners requested an 
extension of time to remediate the property she recommended a 45-Day 
Extension. The property was in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a 
menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  
Councilwoman Beard made a motion give the property owner a 45-day 
extension to remediate the property, and that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
ANTONIO MURRAY / LORONDA POE 
105 Luxapalila Drive 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0654  Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage 
      Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0654. Antonio Murray and 
Loronda Poe appeared and requested to speak. They began by thanking the 
Mayor for assisting them in obtaining help. This structure burned the day 
before Christmas; however, most of the debris has been cleaned. They also 
stated that they lost everything that had been purchased for their children for 
Christmas. No one else reached out to them to assist. They had to wait on the 
Red Cross to assess the need. Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, 
recommended a 45-Day Extension. The property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Beard made a motion give the property 
owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property, and that an Order be 
issued for the property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences 
up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following 
the Order and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal 
property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) 
month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0.  
 
The Council requested the Code Enforcement Officer to notify them when a 
situation like this occurs in the future. 
 
JAMES D. DUPREE 
1314 10TH Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0009  Burned and Dilapidated Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0009. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
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Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0.  
 
LIVING FAITH TABERNACLE CHURCH 
214 Shelton Street 
CASE NUMBER:  24-0014  Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 24-0014. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Council Member Greene made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 

 
$250.00 OR LESS CASES: 
 
Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented five (5) cases, $250.00 
or less for adjudication. Council Member Beard made a motion to accept the 
notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated 
according to statute. Council Member Beard seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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THE LIST OF PROPERTIES FOLLOWS: 

 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
FEBRUARY 6, 2024 
 

 
 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
FEBRUARY 6, 2024 
 

 
 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
FEBRUARY 6, 2024 
 

 
 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
FEBRUARY 6, 2024 
 

 
 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
FEBRUARY 6, 2024 
 

 
 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
FEBRUARY 6, 2024 
 

 
B. Discuss/Approve Engineering Agreement for Columbus-Lowndes 

County Airport’s Hangar Construction project. 
  
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Engineering 
Agreement for CLCA Hangar Construction project with Neel-Schaffer, Inc., in 
the amount of $99,000.00 according to the terms in the agreement. Council 
Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

C. Discuss/Approve declaring the Columbus-Lowndes County Airport’s 
decommissioned aircraft hangar as surplus property.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to declare the 
CLCA Decommissioned Aircraft Hangar as surplus property. Council Member 
Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve Demolition of the CLCA Decommissioned Hangar and 
disposal of the building materials at the City’s Rubbish Landfill. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Demolition of the 
CLCA Decommissioned Hangar and disposal of the building materials at the 
City’s Rubbish Landfill. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

E. Discuss/Approve the first and final Closeout Change Order and Final 
Pay Application for the Drainage Improvements made on Beech Street 
in the amount of $3,500.00. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the first and final Closeout 
Change Order and Final Pay Application for the Drainage Improvements 
made on Beech Street in the amount of $3,500.00, which includes erosion 
control (silk fence and hay) and removal of roots. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

F. Discuss/Approve hiring of two (2) Entry Level Firefighters, pending 
successful completion of a pre-employment medical exam and drug 
screen. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to hire two (2) Entry-Level Firefighters: 
Timothy Birmingham and Breyon Bradford, pending successful completion of 
a pre-employment medical exam and drug screen. Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve Columbus Fire and Rescue request to accept AFG 
Grant in the amount of $21,000.00 to be used for the purchase of a 
washer and dryer for turnout gear. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve request for Columbus Fire 
and Rescue to accept AFG Grant in the amount of $21,000.00 to be used for 
the purchase of a washer and dryer for turnout gear. Councilwoman DiCicco 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

H. Discuss/Approve Columbus Fire and Rescue use of Fire Insurance 
Rebate Funds and seek bids to build a room for gym equipment that 
was funded by AFG Grant. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request for Columbus 
Fire and Rescue to use Fire Insurance Rebate Funds and seek bids to build a 
room for gym equipment that was funded by AFG Grant. Councilwoman 
DiCicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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I. Discuss/Approve request to fill one (1) vacant Laborer position, pending 
successful completion of a pre-employment medical exam and drug 
screen. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to hire one (1) 
Laborer, Harry Lee Brewer, for the Public Works Department, pending 
successful completion of a pre-employment medical exam and drug screen. 
Councilwoman DiCicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

J. Discuss/Approve trade of one hundred and nine (109) Glock 23 
handguns for seventy (70) Glock 45 handguns with the purchase 
amount of $31,620.00 from Southern Connection Police Supplies (two 
quotes provided). 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to trade of one 
hundred and nine (109) Glock 23 handguns for seventy (70) Glock 45 
handguns with the purchase amount of $31,620.00 from Southern Connection 
Police Supplies (two quotes provided). Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

K. Discuss/Approve request to hire one (1) Entry-Level Police Officer and 
one (1) Certified Police Officer, contingent on successful completion of 
all preliminary testing. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to hire one (1) 
Entry-Level Police Officer (Jalahni Maduro)  and one (1) Certified Police 
Officer (McKenzie Lee Rogers), contingent on successful completion of all 
preliminary testing. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Council Member Mickens discussed gunshots being heard throughout the 
City and asked Chief Daughtry Gunshot Recognition Cameral and requested 
him to explore cost options. The Chief responded that there is a Real Time 
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Crime Scene facility in Lafayette, LA that uses these cameras. The CFO 
stated that there is also one in Oxford, AL. 
 

L. Discuss/Approve request to change the Farmers’ Market schedule to 
Tuesdays from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., Saturdays from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 
a.m. and Saturdays only for the months of September and October. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to change the 
Farmers’ Market schedule to Tuesdays from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., 
Saturdays from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and Saturdays only for the months of 
September and October. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

M. Discuss/Approve the Municipal Court’s Amnesty Program to begin 
February 12, 2024 and extend through April 15, 2024 to provide relief to 
qualified individuals who are in default of a court-ordered obligation and 
to assist with collection fees. 
 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the Municipal Court’s 
Amnesty Program to begin February 12, 2024 and extend through April 15, 
2024 to provide relief to qualified individuals who are in default of a court-
ordered obligation and to assist with collection fees. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

N. Discuss/Approve the Memorandum of Understanding between Lowndes 
County, MS Board of Supervisors and the City of Columbus for the 
transfer of $450,000 in American Rescue Plan Act funds to be used for 
water shed 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Memorandum of 
Understanding between Lowndes County, MS Board of Supervisors and the 
City of Columbus for the transfer of $450,000 in American Rescue Plan Act 
funds to be used for watershed. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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O. Discuss/Approve Resolution Designating the Secretary-Treasurer as the 

Applicant Agent for Public Assistant for the City of Columbus, MS for 
Federal Disaster, FEMA – 4429 – DR – MS. 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the Resolution 
Designating the Secretary-Treasurer as the Applicant Agent for Public 
Assistant for the City of Columbus, MS for Federal Disaster, FEMA – 4429 – 
DR – MS. Following the reading of the foregoing Resolution, Council Member 
Stewart seconded the motion for it’s adoption. After discussion by the Mayor 
and City Council of the proposed resolution, the Mayor put the question to a 
roll call vote, and the result was as follows: 
 
  Council Member Ethel Stewart  voted: YES 
  Council Member Joseph Mickens, Sr. voted: YES 
  Council Member Rusty Greene  voted: YES 
  Council Member Pierre Beard  voted: YES 
  Council Member Stephen Jones  voted: YES 
  Council Member Jacqueline DiCicco voted: YES 
 
The motion having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the members 
present, the Mayor declared the motion carried and the Resolution adopted, 
on this the  6th  day of  February , 2024. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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P. Discuss/Approve request to hire one (1) Seasonal worker for 
Community Outreach, contingent upon successful completion of a pre-
employment drug screen. 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the request to hire Glenda 
Richardson as a Seasonal worker for Community Outreach, contingent upon 
successful completion of a pre-employment drug screen. Council Member 
Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

Q. Discuss/Approve awarding Engineering Services to complete the USDA 
Parks & Recreation Feasibility Study to Neel-Schaffer, Inc. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to award Engineering Services to 
complete the USDA Parks & Recreation Feasibility Study to Neel-Schaffer, 
Inc. Council Member Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0.  
 

R. Discuss/Approve Mississippi Emergency Management Agency’s Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program Agreement for storm shelters with a twenty-
five (25) percent match in the estimated amount of $15,031.19. 
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve Mississippi Emergency 
Management Agency’s Hazard Mitigation Grant Program Agreement for 
storm shelters with a twenty-five (25) percent match in the estimated amount 
of $15,031.19. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. CFO Brigham 
stated that the funds will be taken from MEMA reimbursement for 
Administrative services for a Category D claim, if and when received, and if 
not received, then out of special projects fund. The COO stated that the 
amount is subject to change. 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.  
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, the Mayor announced that the meeting was 

ADJOURNED.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 
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