
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
November 21, 2023 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, November 21, 2023 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin 
presided over the meeting and all Council Members were present, except Council 
Member Beard, who had not arrived. Also present were the CFO, General Counsel, 
Police Chief, H R Director and all other Department Heads. 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
 

Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Greg Lewis to offer the 
Invocation.  
  

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to adopt the Agenda as presented. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 7, 2023 
 
Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
November 7, 2023. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve request for CPD Investigators: Kimberly Hayes and Darnell 
Madison, to attend “Computer Voice Stress Analysis Training” to be held 
in Gretna, Louisiana, and approve payment of $1190 for registration, 
$250.00 for travel in city vehicle, $420.00 each for lodging and 
reimbursement of meal expenses in an estimated cost of $2,648.00. 
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B. Approve request to pay invoices totaling $765.00 to the Clinic at Elm Lake 

for pre-employment testing. 
 

C. Approve request to pay Columbus Lock & Key LLC in the amount of 
$200.00 for a service call to make key for automobile. 
 

Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote. 

 

V.  APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
November 7, 2023, in the amount of $1,228,248.73. Council Member Mickens 
seconded the motion. Mayor Gaskin asked if there was any discussion. Council 
Member Jones requested that invoice #218056 in the amount of $121.19, invoice 
#218065 in the amount of $350.00 and invoice #218139 in the amount of 
$255.00 be subtracted from the docket total and added to the policy agenda as 
Item “L”. The docket amount changed to $1,227,522.54 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Councilwoman DiCicco, 
who opposed. 
 
The motion carried 4/1. 

 
Council Member Beard arrived for the meeting. 
 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
 

A. Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any comments/ 
announcements.  
 
Council Member Jones offered Happy Birthday wishes to Angela Jones, 
James Brigham, Jackie DiCicco and Amanda Meadows.  
 
MONTHLY REPORTS: 
 
Mayor Gaskin asked if the Council had any questions for Department 
Heads. 
 

B. Building Inspection Department October 2023 Monthly Report 
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The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for October 
2023 was presented. Council Member Mickens asked the Building Official 
a question regarding storage building in the city limits. Mr. Wiegel 
answered the question. No action was taken. 
 

C. Trotter Convention Center/Care & Maintenance/Friendship Cemetery 
October 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Trotter Convention Center/Care & 
Maintenance/Friendship Cemetery for October 2023 was presented. No 
action was taken. 
 

D. Community Outreach – October 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Community Outreach Department for 
October 2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

E. Garage – October 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Garage Department for October 2023 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

F. Municipal Court – October 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court for October 2023 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

G. Columbus Fire and Rescue Department – October 2023 Monthly 
Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for 
October 2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

H. Code Enforcement October 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report for the Code Enforcement Department for October 
2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

I. Columbus Police Department – October  2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report for the Columbus Police Department for October 2023 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

J. Parks & Recreation – October 2023 Monthly Report 
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The Monthly Report from the Parks and Recreation Department for 
October 2023 was presented. No action was taken. 

 
K. Office of Planning and Community Development – October 2023 

Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Office of Planning and Community 
Development for October 2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

L. Public Works – October 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for October 2023 
was presented. No action was taken.   
 

M. Human Resources – October 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Department for October 
2023 was presented. No action was taken 
 

N. Finance & Administration – October 2023 Monthly Report  
 
Jim Brigham, CFO, distributed the Monthly Financial Report for October 
2023, which includes the General Fund cash balance of $7,853,529.21 
and is an increase of $2,176,231.13 compared to the same time last year. 
Total Sales Tax Receipts for October 2023 are $942,441.00, which is a 
decrease of $72,951.00 compared to the same time last year. The 
remaining balance of ARPA Funds is $3,069,968.93. The balance in the 
Bridge Repair Fund is $3,675,971.61.The CFO also distributed a 
Treasurer’s Report. 
.  

O. Information Technology – October 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Information Technology Department for 
October 2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 
RICHARD & CREOLA YOUNG – 2024 College Street  
 
RICHARD YOUNG & 
CREOLA DUFF YOUNG 
2024 College Street 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0385 Property Maintenance Code Violation 
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Richard Young and Creola Duff Young, Case Number 23-0385, appeared 
before the Mayor and Council and requested additional time to remediate the 
property. Code Enforcement Officer Sasha James recommended an 
extension of 45 Days to renew permit and remediate the property. The 
property was in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart 
made a motion give the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate the 
property, and that an Order be issued for the property in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating the City may remove 
dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the 
twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass 
and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and other debris no more 
than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member 
Beard seconded the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 

A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 
 
 
HELEN O’`NEAL ESTATE 
c/o Willie O`Neal Jr. 
618 8th Street South 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0603  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0603. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilwoman 
Stewart made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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The motion carried 6/0. 
 
SAMMIE L. ROLAND 
402 19th Street South 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0613  Overgrown Lot 
      
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0613. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilwoman 
Stewart made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
JOSEPH BECKWITH 
829 6th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0604  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0604. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Councilwoman Stewart made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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    The motion carried 6/0. 
 

 
$250.00 OR LESS CASES: 
 
Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented eight (4) cases, $250.00 
or less for adjudication. Council Member Greene made a motion to accept the 
notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated 
according to statute. Council Member Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE LIST OF PROPERTIES FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MINUTES OF THE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
NOVEMBER 21, 2023 
 

 
 



MINUTES OF THE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
NOVEMBER 21, 2023 
 

 
 



MINUTES OF THE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
NOVEMBER 21, 2023 
 

 
 



MINUTES OF THE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
NOVEMBER 21, 2023 
 

 
 



MINUTES OF THE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
NOVEMBER 21, 2023 
 

 
 



MINUTES OF THE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
NOVEMBER 21, 2023 
 

B. Discuss/Approve request to advertise for Qualified Depository Bid 
Accounts 
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the advertising for 
Qualified Depository Bid Accounts. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

C. Discuss/Approve Recommendation from the Planning Commission 
meeting held November 13, 2023. 

 
Street Dedication Request 23-02 
 
On behalf of Jimmy Jackson 
500 Block of 4th Street North 
Area of a Planned Unit Development 
 
This request is to dedicate the portion of 4th Street North between 5th 
and 7th Avenues in the name of Pastor Jimmy L. Rice of 4th Street 
Missionary Baptist Church 
 
The Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval of the 
request. 
 
The Planning Commission also recommends that all street dedication signs 
be placed below the official street sign to avoid confusion. 
 
Council Member Beard moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to 
dedicate the portion 4th Street North between 5th and 7th Avenues in the name 
of Pastor Jimmy L. Rice of 4th Street Missionary Baptist Church be approved. 
The Planning Commission also recommends that all street dedication signs 
be placed below the official street sign to avoid confusion. Councilwoman 
DiCicco seconded the motion. Building Official, Kenney Wiegel, stated that 
there were no objections to this request.  There followed discussion, 
consideration, and review by the Council of the issues and facts presented by 
this request and the action taken by the City of Columbus Planning 
Commission.  

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Rezoning Docket  23-02 
 
On Behalf of William D. Ferguson 
2700 block of Military Road 
Tax Parcel Numbers 55W09-00-00900 & 55W09-00-01000 
 
The request is to rezone the rear portion of these parcels from C-3 
Highway Commercial to R-1 Single Family Residential. 
 
The Planning Commission recommended approval. The Commission based 
their decision on a change in the character of the neighborhood and a public 
need.  
 
Council Member Greene moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to rezone 
the rear portion of these parcels from C-3 Highway Commercial to R-1 Single 
Family Residential be approved. The Commission based their decision on a 
change in the character of the neighborhood and a public need. Council 
Member Greene seconded the motion. Building Official, Kenney Wiegel, 
stated that there were no objections to this request.  There followed 
discussion, consideration, and review by the Council of the issues and facts 
presented by this request and the action taken by the City of Columbus 
Planning Commission.  

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
Rezoning Docket  23-03 
 
On Behalf of T. Dale Taylor 
900 block of Lehmberg Road 
Tax Parcel Numbers 54W17-00-01600 & 54W17-00-01701 
 
The request is to rezone the front portion of these parcels from A-1 
General Agricultural to C-3 Highway Commercial. 
 
The Planning Commission recommended approval. The Commission based 
their decision on a change in the character of the neighborhood and a public 
need.  
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Council Member Mickens moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to rezone 
the front portion of these parcels from A-1 General Agricultural to C-3 
Highway Commercial be approved. The Commission based their decision on 
a change in the character of the neighborhood and a public need. Council 
Member Greene seconded the motion. Building Official, Kenney Wiegel, 
stated that there were no objections to this request.  There followed 
discussion, consideration, and review by the Council of the issues and facts 
presented by this request and the action taken by the City of Columbus 
Planning Commission.  

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Other Business: 
The Planning Commission recommends the Chart of Uses Permitted be 
amended to allow mini self-storage facilities in the C-1 Neighborhood 
Commercial District after Planning Commission review and recommendation 
and approval by City Council. Councilwoman DiCicco made a motion to 
accept the Planning Commission’s recommendation to amend the Chart of 
Uses Permitted to allow mini self-storage facilities in the C-1 Neighborhood 
Commercial District after Planning Commission review and recommendation. 
Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve replacement of the gas piping for the Trotter 
Convention Center in the amount of $33,650.00.  
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to replace the 
gas piping for the Trotter Convention Center in the amount of $33,650.00.  
Council Member Beard seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

E. Discuss/Approve Engineering Contract for ERBR funding to replace the 
Waterworks Bridge over the Luxapalila Creek.  
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Council Member Beard made a motion to approve Engineering Contract for 
ERBR funding to replace the Waterworks Bridge over the Luxapalila Creek, 
which is a grant. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

F. Discuss/Approve a contract to trap beavers in drainage areas around 5th 
Street (Bluecutt Estates), behind and around Ashley Furniture Store, 
along Wilkins-Wise Road, and several areas down Highway 69 (Changler 
Rd., Gregory Rd., and off Union Drive) in the amount of $7,493.42.  
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve a contract to trap 
beavers in drainage areas around 5th Street (Bluecutt Estates), behind and 
around Ashley Furniture Store, along Wilkins-Wise Road, and several areas 
down Highway 69 (Changler Rd., Gregory Rd., and off Union Drive) in the 
amount of $7,493.42. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve Promotion of one (1) Columbus Fire and Rescue 
personnel from Engineer to Fire/Life Safety Educator, effective 
November 27, 2023.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to promote one 
(1) Columbus Fire and Rescue personnel: Jaquay Sherrod, from Engineer to 
Fire/Life Safety Educator, effective November 27, 2023. Councilwoman 
DiCicco seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

H. Discuss/Approve Hiring of three (3) Entry Level Firefighters, pending 
successful completion of all preliminary testing.  
 
Council Member made a motion to approve the request to hire three (3) Entry 
Level Firefighters: SETH M. KYLE, VICTORIA CULPEPPER, AND MICHAEL 
PERRYMAN, pending successful completion of all preliminary testing.   
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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The motion carried 6/0. 
 

I. Discuss/Approve an Agreement between the City of Columbus, 
Mississippi and Foray, LLC dba Foray Technologies 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve an Agreement between the 
City of Columbus, Mississippi and Foray, LLC dba Foray Technologies. 
Council Member Jones seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE AGREEMENT FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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J. Discuss/Approve changing the Job Title of Forensic Scientist Trainee to 
“Forensic Lab Technician” with no wage adjustment, and update job 
description.  
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to change the 
Job Title of Forensic Scientist Trainee to “Forensic Lab Technician” with no 
wage adjustment, and update job description. Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

K. Discuss/Approve the purchase of tactical vests and helmets in the 
amount of $40,348.28, with $29,000 reimbursable by the FY23 
Mississippi Homeland Security Grant Program. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the purchase of tactical 
vests and helmets in the amount of $40,348.28, with $29,000 reimbursable by 
the FY23 Mississippi Homeland Security Grant Program. Councilwoman 
Stewart seconded the motion. George Irby, Interim Planner and Director of 
Community Development, came forward and remarked that the grant has 
been approved; the City will be required to pay for items and be reimbursed. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
The next item includes invoices that were taken from the docket of 
claims for separate approval. 
 

L. The next item includes invoices that were taken from the docket of 
claims for separate approval. 
 
Councilwoman Stewart I move to approve the expenditure of $726.19   from 

001-004-695 (Advertising Municipal Resources) and find that said amount is a 

legitimate expense that will advertise and bring into favorable notice the 

opportunities, possibilities and resources of the City of Columbus. Council 

Member Mickens seconded the motion. (These purchases were for the 

Turkey Pardon event that was held on November 16, 2023). 

 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, with the exception of        

Council Member Jones, who opposed. 

The motion carried 5/1. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, There Council Member Greene moved that 

the meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Councilwoman Stewart and 

unanimous vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED.  

 
 

  
 
Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 
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