
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
September 19, 2023 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, September 19, 2023 
at 5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin 
presided over the meeting and all Council Members were present, except Vice-Mayor 
Mickens, who was absent.  Also present were the CFO, General Counsel, Police Chief, 
H R Director and all other Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
 

Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Fire Chief Duane 
Hughes to offer the Invocation. 
  

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to adopt the Agenda as presented. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 5, 2023 and 
SPECIAL MEETINGS OF SEPTEMBER 12 AND 14, 2023. 
 
Councilwoman Dicicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
September 5, 2023 and Special Meetings of September 12 and 14, 2023. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve permit request submitted by Dorothy and Wilbur Colom to host 
an “Outdoor Wedding and Reception” to be held on October 14, 2023 from 
3:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. at 800 2nd Street South. See attached map.  
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B. Approve permit request submitted by Kabir Karriem, on behalf of the 7th 
avenue Heritage Festival Committee, to host the “7th Avenue Heritage 
Festival” to be held on October 5-7, 2023 from 10:00 a.m. October 5, 2023 
to 10:00 p.m. October 7, 2023, blocking the corner of 7th Avenue North 
and 15th Street North. 
 

C. Approve permit request submitted by Kabir Karriem, on behalf of the 7th 
Avenue Heritage Festival Committee, to host the “7th avenue Heritage 
Festival Parade” to be held on October 7, 2023 from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 
p.m., starting at the parking lot of the Columbus Police Department, down 
Main Street, to 9th Street North, to 7th Avenue North. 
 

D. Approve permit request submitted by Barbara Bigelow and Salem Gibson, 
on behalf of Main Street Columbus, Inc. and Columbus Arts Council, to 
host a “Downtown Art Walk” to be held on October 14, 2023 from 5:00 
p.m. until 8:00 p.m. on the sidewalks of Main Street and 5th Street in 
Downtown Columbus. 

 

E. Approve request for two (2) CPD Officers to attend the “Training for 
Impaired Driving Enforcement Course” to be held in Oxford, MS, and 
approve payment of travel, lodging and reimbursement of meal expenses 
in the estimated amount of $1,061.00. 

 

F. Accept letter of resignation from Garage Clerk, effective September 25, 
2023, approve compensation of unused vacation leave and authorize the 
H R Director to begin the normal recruitment process. 
 

G. Approve request for the Public Works Director and Office Manager to 
attend “MS 811 Damage Prevention Summit” to be held in Biloxi, MS, 
November 1 – 3, 2023, and approve payment for travel, lodging, and 
reimbursement of meal expenses in the estimated amount of $1,499.71 
for both. 

 

H. Approve request to compensate BAM in the amount of $1,350.00 for grass 
cutting/landscaping of Sandfield Cemetery. 
 

I. Approve request for budgeted $8,500 Appropriation request from 
Columbus-Lowndes County Emergency Management. 

 

J. Approve request to compensate J & S Construction in the amount of 
$1,575 for stone removal from Friendship Cemetery. 
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Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote. 

 

V.  APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
September 19, 2023, in the amount of $643,109.67. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Councilwoman Dicicco, 
who opposed. 
 
The motion carried 4/1. 

 
VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 

 
A. Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any comments/ 

announcements.  
 
There were no comments from Council Members.  
 
MONTHLY REPORTS: 
Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any questions for 
the Department Heads. 
 
Councilwoman Dicicco asked a question about progress in Propst Park. 
The Parks and Recreation Director was not present and Kevin Stafford 
was also absent. Mayor Gaskin responded that bids were opened for the 
turf and will be discussed very soon. Councilwoman Dicicco also asked 
the CFO to instruct Department Heads that receive cash to report on how 
much they receive and the purpose of the payments. 
 

B. Trotter Convention Center/Care & Maintenance/Friendship Cemetery 
August 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Trotter Convention Center/Care & 
Maintenance/Friendship Cemetery for August 2023 was presented. No 
action was taken. 
 

C. Building Inspection Department July 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for August 
2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
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D. Human Resources – August  2023 Monthly Report 

 
The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Department for August 
2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

E. Code Enforcement August 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report for the Code Enforcement Department for August 
2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

F. Columbus Fire and Rescue Department – August 2023 Monthly 
Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for 
August 2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

G. Columbus Police Department - August 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report for the Columbus Police Department for August 2023 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

H. Office of Planning and Community Development - August 2023 
Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Office of Planning and Community 
Development for August 2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

I. Parks and Recreation - August 2023 Monthly Report  
 
The Monthly Report from the Parks and Recreation Department for August 
2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

J. Public Works - August 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for August 2023 
was presented. No action was taken.   
 

K. Community Outreach - August 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Community Outreach Department for August 
2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

L. Information Technology – August 2023 Monthly Report 
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The Monthly Report from the Information Technology Department for 
August 2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

M. Garage – August 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Garage Department  for August 2023 was 
presented. No action was taken.  
 

N.  Municipal Court - August 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for August 2023 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

O. Finance August 2023 Monthly Report 
 
Jim Brigham, CFO, distributed the Monthly Financial Report for August 
2023, which includes the General Fund cash balance of $8,402,820.96, 
and is an increase of $2,594,247.74 compared to the same time last year. 
Total Sales Tax Receipts for September 2023 are $914,614.00, which is 
an increase of $15,793.00 compared to the same time last year. The 
remaining balance of ARPA Funds is $2,957,961.31. The balance in the 
Bridge Repair Fund is $3,886,751.91. The $500,000.00 Cares Funds were 
moved out of the GF Reserve Account to be used for the payment of the 
two (2) Boom Trucks, leaving a balance of $62,000 for purchase of other 
equipment. 
.  

P. Board Vacancies 
 
Mayor Gaskin announced a vacancy on the Columbus-Lowndes Library 
Board and remarked that the appointment will be made at the October 3, 
2023 meeting.. 
 
COLUMBUS-LOWNDES LIBRARY BOARD 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Christian Heinkel’s Term Expires 9/30/2023. 
Appointment will be made October 3, 2023. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Christian Heinkel 
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 

A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 
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GEORGE R. GOODMAN/ MARIA K. 
GOODMAN and/or Heirs at Law Estate 
807 Fallwood Drive 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0499  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0499. Mrs. Maria K. Goodman 
appeared and remarked that she had remediated the lot. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James remarked that she assessed the overgrown lot earlier 
today and requested a 15-day extension to allow her to meet with the 
property owners. The property was in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a 
menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  
Council Member Greene made a motion give the property owner a 15-day 
extension to allow the Code Enforcement Officer to assess the property.  
Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 5/0. 
 
APPLEWHITE ACQUISITIONS LLC 
3rd Avenue South 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0469  Overgrown Lot 
      
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0469. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
JOHN THOMPSON ESTATE 
301 21st Street North 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0478  Overgrown Lot 
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The General Counsel called cause number 23-0478. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
JERRY IVY 
240 Florence Street 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0490  Overgrown Lot 
      
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0478. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
 
EDDIE WILL SHELTON JR. 
2423 6TH Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0501  Overgrown Lot 
     Property Maintenance Code Violation 
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The General Counsel called cause number 23-0501. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
RAGA AHMED 
Waterworks Road 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0504  Overgrown Lot 
      
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0504. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
 
EDWARD GERALD BECK 
346 Taylor Street 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0488  Overgrown Lot 
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The General Counsel called cause number 23-0488. No one appeared. 
Assistant Code Enforcement Officer Veronica Stewart stated the property has 
been remediated by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the 
proposed Order under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that 
this property was in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the 
public health and safety of the community.  This Order should provide for 
such re-entry as the Statute allows. Council Member Greene made a motion 
in accordance with Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may 
remediate the property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 5/0. 

 
DAVID ESTES 
213 Taylor Street 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0489  Overgrown Lot 
      
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0489. No one appeared. 
Assistant Code Enforcement Officer Veronica Stewart stated the property has 
been remediated by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the 
proposed Order under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that 
this property was in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the 
public health and safety of the community.  This Order should provide for 
such re-entry as the Statute allows. Council Member Greene made a motion 
in accordance with Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may 
remediate the property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 5/0. 
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WATERWAY ENTERPRISES 
1902 12th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0503  Overgrown Lot 
      
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0503. No one appeared. 
Assistant Code Enforcement Officer Veronica Stewart stated the property has 
been remediated by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the 
proposed Order under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that 
this property was in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the 
public health and safety of the community.  This Order should provide for 
such re-entry as the Statute allows. Council Member Greene made a motion 
in accordance with Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may 
remediate the property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 5/0. 

 
GUARDPRO LLC 
522 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0508  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0508. No one appeared. 
Assistant Code Enforcement Officer Veronica Stewart stated the property has 
been remediated by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the 
proposed Order under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that 
this property was in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the 
public health and safety of the community.  This Order should provide for 
such re-entry as the Statute allows. Council Member Greene made a motion 
in accordance with Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may 
remediate the property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 5/0. 
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$250.00 OR LESS CASES: 
 
Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, presented eight (4) cases, $250.00 
or less for adjudication. Council Member Greene made a motion to accept the 
notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated 
according to statute. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE LIST OF PROPERTIES FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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B. Discuss/Approve Recommendation from the Planning Commission 
meeting held September 11, 2023. 

 
Permitted Use Request 23-07 
 
Apex Ammunition LLC 
549 Yorkville Park Square 
Zoning District: I-3 Heavy Industrial 
 
Request to allow manufacture of ammunition  
 
The Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval of the 
request to allow the manufacture of ammunition. 
 
Council Member Greene moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to allow 
the manufacture of ammunition in an I-3 Heavy Industrial District be 
approved. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. Building Official, 
Kenney Wiegel, stated that there were no objections to this request.  There 
followed discussion, consideration, and review by the Council of the issues 
and facts presented by this request and the action taken by the City of 
Columbus Planning Commission.  

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 
The motion carried 50. 
 

C. Discuss/Approve the purchase of a Zero Turn Mower in the amount of 
$15,131 using available funds from FAA Airport Rescue Grant 2022. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the purchase of a Zero 
Turn Mower in the amount of $15,131 using available funds from FAA Airport 
Rescue Grant 2022. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve promoting one (1) Public Works Laborer to Crew 
Leader 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to promote 
Devin Williams to the position of Crew Lead with a pay change from $12.50 
per hour to $13.00 per hour. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.   
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All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

E. Discuss/Approve request to fill Small Engines Repairman position, 
pending successful completion of all preliminary testing.  
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to hire Derrick 
Spencer as Small Engines Repairman at $16.87 per hour, pending successful 
completion of all preliminary testing. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

F. Discuss/Approve request to fill the vacant Animal Control Officer 
position, pending successful completion of all preliminary testing.  
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to hire Dana 
McDonald as Animal Control Officer at the hourly rate of $13.19, pending 
successful completion of all preliminary testing. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve Resolution authorizing unmarked police vehicle 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Resolution authorizing 
the Police Department to apply for tag for unmarked vehicle. Councilwoman 
Stewart seconded the motion. After discussion of the matter, the Mayor called 
for a vote on the matter and recorded the votes as follows: 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER ETHEL STEWART  VOTED: YES 
 COUNCIL MEMBER JOSEPH MICKENS VOTED: ABSENT 
 COUNCIL MEMBER RUSSELL GREENE VOTED: YES 
 COUNCIL MEMBER PIERRE BEARD  VOTED: YES 
 COUNCIL MEMBER STEPHEN JONES  VOTED: YES 
 COUNCIL MEMBER JACQUELINE DICICCO VOTED: YES 
 
The Mayor then announced that the Resolution carried and was duly adopted 
this the  19th  day of September, 2023. 
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THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Jones moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Greene and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 
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