
 MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
September 5, 2023 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, September 5, 2023 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin 
presided over the meeting and all Council Members were present. Also present were 
the General Counsel, the COO, CFO, Assistant Police Chief, HR Director, and all other 
Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION: 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Carl Lee to offer the 
Invocation.  
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
Council Member Jones requested that Consent Agenda Item “C” be moved to the 
Policy Agenda as Item “T.” 
 
Council Member Greene requested to add to Policy Item “R” – Approve purchase 
of a Tractor for the Public Works Department. 
 
Council Member Mickens requested to add two (2) items for discussion on 
Executive Session. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to adopt the Agenda as amended. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF AUGUST 15, 2023 AND 
MINUTES FROM THE SPECIAL MEETINGS OF AUGUST 22, 29, 
AND 31, 2023  
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
August 15, 2023 and Minutes from the Special Meetings of August 22, 29, and 
31, 2023. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A. Approve request for the Mayor, City Council and Interim City Planner and 

Director of Community Development to attend the National League of Cities 
City Summit (NLC) in Atlanta, GA, November 16-18, 2023 and approve 
payment of registration, travel, lodging and reimbursement for meal expenses 
in the estimated amount of $1,983.22 per person. 

 
B. Approve request for Mayor Gaskin and Councilwoman Dicicco to attend the 

MML Small Town Conference to be held in Meridian, MS and approve 
payment of registration, travel, lodging and reimbursement of meal expenses 
in the estimated amount of $1,055.52 for both. 
  

C. MOVED TO POLICY AGENDA 
 

D. Approve request for two (2) CPD personnel members to apply for a notary 
commission and to purchase necessary supplies in the estimated cost of 
$400.00 for both.  

 

E. Approve permit request submitted by Tiffany Jefferson, on behalf of 
Columbus High School, to host the “Columbus High Homecoming Parade” to 
be held on September 21, 2023 from 5:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.. The parade 
will leave Fairview Baptist Church, take left on Browder Street, right on 
Alabama Street, left on McCrary, right on Warpath Road and right to the 
stadium. 

 

F. Approve permit request submitted by Katrina Sunieville, on behalf of Contact 
Helpline, to host a “SAVE JUST ONE Suicide Awareness 5K Run/Walk” event 
to be held on September 9, 2023 from 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon. See 
attached map. 

 

G. Accept letter of resignation from Fire and Rescue Engineer, William A. 
McDonald, effective September 14, 2023 and approve compensation for any 
unused vacation leave. 

 

H. Approve request for Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, to attend the 
“Keep America Beautiful Affiliate Meeting” to be held in Ridgeland, MS and 
approve travel expense in the amount of $63.45. 
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I. Approve request for Parks & Recreation Director and Director of Programs to 
attend the Mississippi Recreation & Parks Annual Conference, and approve 
payment of registration, travel and reimbursement of meal expenses in the 
estimated amount of $722.00 per person. 

 

J. Approve request for Parks & Recreation Director and Director of Programs to 
supervise the Sim Scott Senior Citizens for their trip to the Tina Turner 
Museum, September 14, 2023 at no cost to the City. 

 

K. Approve permit request submitted by Salem Gibson, on behalf of the 
Columbus Arts Council, to host the “Burns Bottom – Octoberfest” to be held 
on October 7, 2023 from 9:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m., starting at the intersection 
of 2nd Avenue North and 3rd Street North through 7th Avenue. 

 

L. Approve request for the Mayor’s Coalition for Early Childhood Policy and 
Education and the MUW Excel by 5 program to hold a children’s wellness 
clinic at the Famer’s Market Annex building and parking lot on Saturday, 
October 14, 2023 from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon. 

 

M. Approve resignation of Richard Douglas, Public Works Crew Leader and 
authorize the HR Director to begin the normal recruitment process. 

 

N. Approve request for CPD Assistant Chief Garland Ward to be reimbursed for 
travel and meal expenses incurred in a recent training previously approved by 
the City Council. 

 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
amended. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote. 

 

V.  APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
September 5, 2023, in the amount of $936,077.42. Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Councilwoman Dicicco, 
who opposed. 
 
The motion carried 5/1. 

 
VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
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A. Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any comments/ 
announcements.  
 
There were no comments/announcements from the Council. 
 

B. BOARD VACANCIES: 
 
Ms. Jammie Garrett, COO, offered words of condolence to Councilwoman 
Stewart during the loss of her brother. She then wished Kenny Wiegel and 
Joe Dillon early birthday wishes. Next, the COO announced vacancies on 
various boards and remarked that one (1) appointment will be made 
tonight. 

 
 REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY BOARD: 
 1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Robert Rhett’s Term expires 9/01/2023. 
 Appointment will be made September 5, 2023. 
 

APPLICANTS: 
William “Bill” Strauss 
Brenda Lathan 
Jay Patel 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to appoint Brenda Lathan to the 
Redevelopment Authority Board for a 5-Year Term, until 9/01/2028. 
Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
COLUMBUS-LOWNDES LIBRARY BOARD 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Christian Heinkel’s Term Expires 9/30/2023. 
Appointment will be made October 3, 2023. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Christian Heinkel   
    

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 
A. John Longmire – RE: Noise Ordinance 

 
John Longmire came before the Mayor and Council to discuss the City’s 
Noise Ordinance and remarked that the City has a problem with loud 
exhaust systems in automobiles and asked what is being done. Loud 
exhaust systems is not addressed in the noise ordinance. General 
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Counsel Turnage remarked that there is a State Statute that prohibits 
excessively loud exhaust systems and the City can enforce under that 
statute. He further stated that he found a Federal commentary with a 
preemption that prohibits the regulation of certain trucks that transport 
interstate commerce. Assistant Police Chief Ward came forward and 
remarked that CPD has issued tickets for violation of the Noise Ordinance.  
COO Jammie Garrett remarked that she would schedule a meeting 
between Mr. Longmire and the Chief of Police. 
 

B. Edmond Green, Rod Dismukes – RE: Oak Manor Update 
 
Edmond Green and Rod Dismukes came before the Mayor and Council 
with a status update on the condition of Oak Manor. There are a total of 
sixty (60) units; twenty (20) units are 95% complete; one (1) tenant 
requested cosmetic repairs and is pleased with the outcome; ten (10)-1 
bedroom/1bath units should be ready in a week, electrical work is 
incomplete. Mr. Green stated that he is hopeful that 32 units will be 
complete in a short while. He is having challenges trying find skilled labor. 
Other obstacles, such as COVID, have impacted progress. The thirty (30) 
remaining units are larger in size-- 2, 3, and 4 bedrooms, which will take 
longer to complete. He also thanked the Council for their patience and 
understanding and would like to come back with a realistic plan next 
Council meeting. 
 

C. Carl Lee – RE: City Economic Development 
 
Carl Lee came before the Mayor and Council to discuss City Economic 
Development, stating that City Boards should representative of the racial 
make-up of the citizens in the community. Mr. Lee’s comments were taken 
under consideration. No action was taken. 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 
A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 

 
GEORGE WOODRICK 
Plum Street 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0412  Overgrown Lot 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0412. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
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Statute allows. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 

 
   MYRON K N JAMISON SR. & 
   MYRON K N JAMISON JR. 
   1116 18th Street North 
   CASE NUMBER:  23-0433  Overgrown Lot 
 
  The General Counsel called cause number 23-0433. No one appeared. Code   
  Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated by  
  the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order under  
  Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was in such  
  a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and safety of the  
  community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the Statute allows.  
  Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11, 
  and for an Order stating the City may remediate the property with respect to  
  cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other  
  debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty- four (24) month period  
  immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as required by  
  law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-19-11 of the  
  Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

       The motion carried 6/0. 
 

  WILLIE JONES SR. & 
  WILLIE JONES JR. 
  715 21st Street North 
  CASE NUMBER:  23-0437 Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage 
 
   The General Counsel called cause number 23-0437. No one appeared. Code   
   Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated    
   by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order under  
  Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was in such  



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
SEPTEMBER 5, 2023 
 

  a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and safety of the  
  community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the Statute allows.  
  Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11, 
  and for an Order stating the City may remediate the property with respect to  
  cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other  
  debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty- four (24) month period  
  immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as required by  
  law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-19-11 of the  
  Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 

 
  All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

       The motion carried 6/0. 
 
   JULIA BROWN 
   1323 10th Avenue North 
   CASE NUMBER:  23-0447  Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
  The General Counsel called cause number 23-0447. No one appeared. Code   
  Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated by  
  the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order under  
  Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was in such  
  a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and safety of the  
  community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the Statute allows.  
  Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11, 
  and for an Order stating the City may remediate the property with respect to  
  cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other  
  debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty- four (24) month period  
  immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as required by  
  law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-19-11 of the  
  Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 

 
  All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

       The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
 ROBERT FOLLINS / ROSETTA FOLLINS 
 902 10th Avenue North 
 CASE NUMBER:  23-0449  Overgrown Lot 
 
  The General Counsel called cause number 23-0449. No one appeared. Code   
  Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated by  
  the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order under  
  Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was in such  
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  a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and safety of the  
  community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the Statute allows.  
  Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11, 
  and for an Order stating the City may remediate the property with respect to  
  cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other  
  debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty- four (24) month period  
  immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as required by  
  law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-19-11 of the  
  Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 

 
   All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

       The motion carried 6/0. 
 

GLORIA JEAN BARNES SUTTON 
1219 19th Street North 
CASE NUMBER 23-0442        Dilapidated Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0442. Gloria Jean Barnes Sutton 
appeared. Code Enforcement Officer Sasha James remarked that Ms. Sutton 
was waiting to see if the Fire Department could burn the structure for training or if 
the structure would qualify for the Blight Elimination Program and recommended 
a 45-day extension for a determination. . The property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code.  Council Member Jones made a motion give the property 
owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property, either by burning and 
rehabilitation, and that an Order be issued for the property in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating the City may remove 
dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve 
(12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and remove rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve 
(12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded 
the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 

 
VIVIAN RICHARDSON 
910 Railroad Street 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0444  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0444. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
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Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as 
such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Jones 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and 
for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated 
fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately 
following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal 
property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) 
month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 

 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
KINGDOM VISION INTERNATIONAL CHURCH 
Cherry Street 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0445 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0445. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as 
such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Jones 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and 
for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated 
fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately 
following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal 
property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) 
month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
RICHARD RUCKER 
1118 18th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0448  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0448. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as 
such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Jones 
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made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and 
for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated 
fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately 
following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal 
property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) 
month period. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 

 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
JENNIE SHERROD ESTATE 
1402 11th Avenue South 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0454  Overgrown Lot 
      Dilapidated Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0454. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as 
such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Jones 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and 
for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated 
fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately 
following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal 
property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) 
month period. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
ERIC GREEN 
705 15th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0455 Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0455. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as 
such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Jones 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and 
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for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated 
fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately 
following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal 
property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) 
month period. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
JOHN COLOM 
1624 (1608) Hwy. 69 South 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0467  Dilapidated Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0323. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as 
such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Jones 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and 
for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated 
fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately 
following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal 
property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) 
month period. Council Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
LAWRENCE WILSON 
1312 6th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0462  Overgrown Lot 
      Property Maintenance Violation 
      Burned/Dilapidated Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0462. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as 
such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Beard 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and 
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for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated 
fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately 
following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal 
property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) 
month period. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
RRM PROPERTIES LLC c/o 
RONALD B. SHELTON 
1904 Short Main Street 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0446  Dilapidated Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0361. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James remarked that the property owner requested 
an extension and she recommended a 45-day extension to remediate the 
property. The property was in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to 
the public under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member 
Beard made a motion give the property owner a 45-day extension to remediate 
the property, and that an Order be issued for the property in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating the City may remove 
dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve 
(12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and remove rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve 
(12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded 
the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 

 
$250.00 OR LESS CASES: 
 
Code Enforcement Officer presented six (6) cases, $250.00 or less for 
adjudication. Council Member Beard made a motion to accept the notices for 
clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated according to statute. 
Councilwoman Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
THE LIST OF PROPERTIES FOLLOWS: 
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B. Discuss/Approve the promotion of one (1) Columbus Fire and Rescue 
personnel from Fire/Life Safety Educator to Fire Marshal, effective 
September 11, 2023  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to promote one 
(1) Columbus Fire and Rescue personnel, Michael Walker, from Fire/Life 
Safety Educator to Fire Marshal, effective September 11, 2023. Council 
Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

C. Discuss/Approve Resolution and application for a 2023 HOME 
Investment Partnership Grant 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Resolution and 
Application for a 2023 HOME Investment Partnership Grant. Councilwoman 
Stewart seconded the motion and the vote to adopt was as follows: 
 
  Council Member Ethel Stewart  voted: YES 
  Council Member Joseph Mickens, Sr. voted: YES 
  Council Member Russell Greene  voted: YES 
  Council Member Pierre Beard, Sr. voted: YES 
  Council Member Stephen Jones  voted: YES 
  Council Member Jacqueline Dicicco voted: YES 
 
 The motion having received the affirmative vote of all Council Members, 
the Mayor declared the motion carried and the Resolution adopted, this the 
 5th  day of September  , 2023. 
 
THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
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D. Discuss/Approve Section 3 Action Plan in reference to 2023 HOME 
Investment Partnership Grant 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Section 3 Action Plan 
in reference to the 2023 HOME Investment Partnership Grant, Council 
Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE ACTION PLAN FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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E. Discuss/Approve Affirmative Marketing Plan in reference to 2023 HOME 
Investment Partnership Grant 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Affirmative Marketing 
Plan in reference to the 2023 HOME Investment Partnership Grant. Council 
Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE AFFIRMATIVE MARKETING PLAN FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 (THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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F. Discuss/Approve Acceptance of the FY2024 MDOT Multimodal Grant 
offer in the amount of $600,000.00 for a new hangar at Columbus-
Lowndes County Airport 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to accept the FY2024 MDOT 
Multimodal Grant offer in the amount of $600,000.00 for a new hangar at the 
Columbus-Lowndes County Airport. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  (THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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G. Discuss/Approve applying for BIL funds from FAA to match the MDOT 
Multimodal Grant for a new hanger at CLCA 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to apply for BIL 
funds from FAA to match the MDOT Multimodal Grant for a new hangar at 
CLCA. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

H. Discuss/Approve submitting pre-application to FAA for the CLCA 
Runway Pavement Rehabilitation project 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to submit the 
pre-application to FAA for the CLCA Runway Pavement Rehabilitation 
project. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

I. Discuss/Approve request to hire two (2) Laborers in the Public Works 
Department, pending completion of all preliminary testing 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to hire two (2) 
Laborers: Deshun S. Jefferson and Carlton Robinson at $12.50 per hour, 
pending successful completion of all preliminary testing. Council Member 
Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

J. Discuss/Approve request to accept the Blue Cross Blue Shield proposal 
for Self-Funded Plan Administration and Reinsurance coverage, with the 
proposed October 1, 2023 renewal with a rate hold on medical, dental 
and life coverage and approve Agents of Record for the new plan year. 
 
Pat Mitchell presented the renewal documents to the Mayor and Council for 
the insurance renewal for 2023-2024. Council Member Beard made a motion 
to approve the Blue Cross Blue Shield proposal for Self-Funded Plan 
Administration and Reinsurance coverage (Items 1 – 5), with the proposed 
October 1, 2023 renewal with a rate hold on medical, dental and life coverage 
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and approve Agents of Record: Cox Consulting Service and Russell Brown 
for the new plan year. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0.  
 
THE RENEWAL DOCUMENTS ARE ATTACHED: 
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CITY OF COLUMBUS 10/1 2023 BENEFITS RENEWALS 

BCBSMS ADMINISTRATION SERVICES 
 
UNITYRE REINSURANCE POLICY  
 
DELTA DENTAL (2 YEAR CONTRACT ISSUED 10/1/22) 
 
SUNLIFE BASIC TERM LIFE ($25,000) 
 

 RATE HOLD BCBS/UNITYRE  DELTA  SUNLIFE  EE PAYS   
o EE –  $499.04  $23.30  $9.75  $28.70   
o ES –  $950.43  N/A    $246.22 
o EC – $846.22  N/A    $136.92 
o EF –  $1405.48  $68.72    $316.56 
o $1,937,784  TOTAL MEDICAL, DENTAL & BASE LIFE 
o $278,952  EMPLOYEE PAY 
o $1,658,832  CITY PAY 

 
1. RECOMMEND UNITYRE REINSURANCE DEDUCTIBLE INCREASE FROM $50K TO $70K. 

a. $50K = $94,000 ANNUAL RATE INCREASE 
b. $70K = $46,000 ANNUAL RATE INCREASE 
c. SAVINGS = $48,000 TO BE FUNDED FROM SURPLUS INSURANCE RESERVE 

 
2. BCBSMS REVISED LANGUAGE 

a. TRANSPLANT TRAVEL & LODGING EXPENSES 
b. EXCLUDE ABORTION COVERAGE EXCEPT AS COVERED BY STATE OF MS LAW 

i. RAPE, INCEST, LIFE OF MOTHER  
 

3. BCBSMS HEALTHY WORKPLACE PROGRAM 
a. ON SITE MEDICAL EXAM - $16.50 PER PARTICIPANT 

i. HT/WT 
ii. BLOOD PRESSURE 

iii. BLOOD SUGAR 
iv. CHOLESTEROL 

 
4. SUNLIFE VOLUNTARY BENEFIT – NO RATE CHNAGES / NO BENEFIT CHANGES 

 
5. SUNLIFE MAXWELL ADMIN SYSTEM – NO COST 

 
6. RECOMMEND COUNCIL CONSIDER COBRA ADMINISTRATION SERVICE - $0.49 PEPM ($98) 

a. FEDERAL REGULATIONS CONTINUALLY CHANGE COBRA GUIDELINES 
b. TRASFER LIABILITY OF GUIDELINE COMPLIANCE TO A COBRA TPA 

 
7. RECOMMEND COUNCIL CONSIDER TELADOC MEDICAL SERVICE - $4.05 PEPM ($810) 

a. 24/7 TELEPHONE ACCESS TO PRIMARY CARE DOCTOR 
ELIMINATES TRIP TO Dr. OFFICE, AVERAGE SAVINGS $350 PER VISIT 
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K. Discuss adding a sound system to the Upstairs Courtroom at City Hall 
 
Council Member Mickens remarked that during the Budget meetings in the 
Upstairs Courtroom, there were times when individuals could not hear when 
others were speaking. Council Member Greene made a motion to get prices 
only for this project and bring back to the Council. Council Member Mickens 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

L. Discuss/Approve Award of lowest bid and all alternates for the Trotter 
Convention Center Administrative Office ADA Ramp and 2nd Avenue 
Street Improvements to Weathers Construction at $203,700.00 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to award the lowest bid and all 
alternates for the Trotter Convention Center Administrative Office ADA Ramp 
and 2nd Avenue Street Improvements to Weathers Construction at 
$203,700.00. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

M. Discuss/Approve Award of lowest quote for the Trotter Convention 
Center Lower Level Courtyard concrete replacement to Hannon, LLC at 
$31,985.00 
 
Two quotes were received fro this project: Hannon, LLC at $31,985.00 lump 
sum and Weathers Construction, Inc. in the amount of $39,895.00. Council 
Member Beard made a motion to Award of lowest quote for the Trotter 
Convention Center Lower Level Courtyard concrete replacement to Hannon, 
LLC at $31,985.00. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

N. Discuss/Approve Columbus Main Street Capital Improvement Matching 
Funds of $95,000 (max) coming from FY 2024-25 Modernization Act Tax 
collections, contingent upon MMSA and MDOT TAP Grant awards 
 
The Council engaged in a discussion of this request. Following discussion, 
Council Member Greene made a motion to approve Columbus Main Street 
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Capital Improvement Matching Funds of $95,000 (max) coming from FY 
2024-25 Modernization Act Tax collections, contingent upon MMSA and 
MDOT TAP Grant awards. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
Council Members Stewart, Greene, Beard and Dicicco voted in favor of the 
motion. Council Members Mickens and Jones opposed the motion. 
 
The motion carried 4/2. 
 

O. Discuss/Approve 2024 City-Wide Paving Funding 
 
The Mayor and Council engaged in a discussion of how to determine which 
streets to pave. Council Members Jones stated that his recommendation is to 
divide the funds equally among all wards. Council Member Greene suggested 
dividing the funds by the number of streets in each ward that need to be 
paved. Council Member Beard suggested paving Military Road, Gardner 
Boulevard and Lehmberg Road, then divide the remaining balance among all 
wards. 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to divide the paving funds equally for 
all wards. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Council Member Beard made a motion to pave Military Road, Gardner 
Boulevard and Lehmberg Road, and divide the remaining balance equally. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
Council Members Greene, Beard and Dicicco voted in favor of the motion. 
Council Members Stewart, Mickens and Jones opposed the motion. 
Mayor Gaskin broke the tie and voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 4/3. 
 

P. Discuss/Approve the acceptance of the Emergency Road and Bridge 
Repair Grant (ERBR-43(05) for the replacement of the Waterworks Road 
Bridge over the Lux Creek and authorize the Mayor to sign all necessary 
documents for the execution of the grant and contract/construction 
provisions 
 
This is a $4 million dollar 100% grant that requires no match. Council Member 
Beard made a motion to approve the acceptance of the Emergency Road and 
Bridge Repair Grant (ERBR-43(05) for the replacement of the Waterworks 
Road Bridge over the Lux Creek and authorize the Mayor to sign all 
necessary documents for the execution of the grant and contract/construction 
provisions. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
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Council Members Greene, Beard, Jones and Dicicco voted in favor of the 
motion. Council Members Stewart and Mickens opposed the motion. 
 
The motion carried 4/2. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to advertise for RFPs for this project. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Council Member 
Beard, who opposed. 
 
The motion carried 5/1. 
 

Q. Discuss/Approve Memorandum of Understanding between the 
Mississippi Department of Finance and Administration and the City of 
Columbus directing the funds on deposit in the 2023 Local 
Improvements Projects Funds for Columbus Redevelopment Authority 
with Park View-Burns Bottom Project to be disbursed to the City of 
Columbus to administer the expenditure of such funds for the Project.  
 
The Council engaged in a discussion of this $3 million dollar project. 
Following discussion, Council Member Jones made a motion to table this 
request until the next Council Meeting. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

R. Discuss/Approve 2023 Budget Amendments 
 
CFO Jim Brigham distributed Budget Amendments for FY2023 for approval. 
Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the 2023 Budget 
Amendments. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE BUDGET AMENDMENTS FOLLOW: 
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    Council Member Greene made a motion to authorize the CFO to move funds    
    from Public Works Department’s Salaries budget (due to unfilled positions) to    
    the Capital Improvement line item for the purpose of purchasing a tractor  
    w/sidearm. Council Member Dicicco seconded the motion. 
 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
    The motion carried 6/0. 
 
S. Declare Old Fire Station No. 4 on Airline Road as surplus and approve to 

have property appraised to prepare for sell 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to declare Old Fire Station No. 4 on 
Airline Road as surplus and approve to have property appraised to prepare 
for sell. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 

       All Council Members voted in favor of motion. 
 
       The motion carried 6/0. 
 
       Council Member Jones recused himself and exited the meeting. 

 
T. Approve permit request submitted by Stephanie Jones to host a 

“Zumba in Pink” to be held on October 7, 2023 from 4:00 p.m. until 6:00 
p.m. at the Riverwalk 
 
Councilwoman Dicicco made a motion to approve permit request submitted 
by Stephanie Jones to host a “Zumba in Pink” to be held on October 7, 2023 
from 4:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. at the Riverwalk. All proceeds will be donated 
to the Imaging Center to pay for Mammograms for women who do not have 
insurance and can’t afford to pay for one. Councilwoman Stewart seconded 
the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
Council Member Jones re-entered the meeting room. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Councilwoman Dicicco moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Greene and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 
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