
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
August 15, 2023 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, August 15, 2023 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin 
presided over the meeting and all Council Members were present.  Also present were 
the COO, CFO, General Counsel, Police Chief, H R Director and all other Department 
Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
 

Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on COO Jammie Garrett to 
offer the Invocation. 
  

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to adopt the Agenda as presented. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF AUGUST 1, 2023 and 
SPECIAL MEETING OF AUGUST 9, 2023. 
 
Councilwoman Dicicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
August 1, 2023 and Special Meeting of August 9, 2023. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve request for four (4) Fire and Rescue personnel: Landon Hill, Kyler 
Kidder, John McRight and Ravonne Reece to attend “National Registry of 
Emergency Medical Technician-Basic (NREMT-B)” to be held at EMCC in 
Mayhew, MS and approve payment of registration, travel in City vehicle, 
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testing, lab work and reimbursement of meal expenses in the amount of 
$7,400.00.   
 

B. Approve request for one (1) Columbus Fire and Rescue Engineer to 
extend FML (Family Medical Leave) up to twelve (12) weeks due to the 
illness of a child. 
 

C. Approve permit request submitted by Lonvojsier Cockrell, on behalf of St. 
James United Methodist Church, to host a “Community Health Fair” to be 
held on September 16, 2023 from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at 722 Military 
Road, blocking 8th Avenue North at Military Road and 12th Street North. 
 

D. Approve permit request submitted by the Spoon Hub and Councilman 
Stephen Jones, Ward V, to host a “National Black Business Month Pop Up 
Shop” to be held on August 26, 2023 from 1:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. at the 
Hitching Lot Farmers Market/Annex at 150 N. 2nd Street, Columbus, MS. 

 

E. Accept letter of resignation from one CPD Officer, Justin Robinson, 
effective August 17, 2023 and approve compensation for unused vacation 
leave. 

 

F. Accept letter of resignation from CPD Officer, Victor Salter, effective 
August 14, 2023 and compensation for unused vacation leave. 

 

G. Ratify approval of request to send three (3) CPD Officers to the 
“Mississippi Delta Community College Law Enforcement Training 
Academy” in Moorhead, MS, and approve pay of $12,000.00 for tuition 
and reimbursement of clothing allowance, not to exceed $350.00 per 
officer, upon completion of the academy. 

 

H. Approve request for Council Member Jones and Vice-Mayor Joseph 
Mickens to attend the 52nd Annual Legislative Conference (ALC) to be 
held in Washington, DC, September 20 – 24, 2023 and approve payment 
of registration, travel, lodging and reimbursement of meal expenses in the 
estimated amount of $2,120.80 per person. 

 

I. Approve request to compensate B.A.M. in the amount of $3,827.00 for 
grass cutting/landscaping of Friendship Cemetery. 

 

J. Approve request to compensate B.A.M. in the amount of $1,350.00 for 
grass cutting/landscaping of Sandfield Cemetery. 
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K. Approve the 2% Tourism Tax payment to Lowndes County, Golden 
Triangle Development LINK, City of Columbus and Columbus Visitors 
Bureau in the total amount of $201,698.55. 

 

L. Approve request for Mayor Keith Gaskin and Police Chief Joseph 
Daughtry to attend the 2023 MML Fall BOD, to be held in Oxford, MS and 
approve payment of registration, travel, lodging and reimbursement of 
meal expenses in the estimated amount of $410.00 per person. 
 

Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote. 

 

V.  APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
August 15, 2023, in the amount of $1,432,849.34. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Councilwoman Dicicco, 
who opposed. 
 
The motion carried 5/1. 

 
VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 

 
A. Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any comments/ 

announcements.  
 
There were no comments from Council Members.  
 

B. Recognition – Columbus Kings – 2023 Dizzy Dean World Series 
Champions  
 
Mayor Gaskin invited Greg Lewis, Parks & Recreation Director, and the 
Columbus Kings to come forward and offered special recognition and 
congratulated them for being named Dizzy Dean World Series Champions 
for 2023. Greg Lewis introduced each player and gave each player a 
trophy ring. Mr. Lewis also presented Mayor Gaskin and Chief Daughtry 
with a baseball shirt.  
 

C. Recognition of CPD SWAT Team 
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Mayor Gaskin recognized the Columbus Police Department SWAT Team 
and called on Chief Joseph Daughtry to present them. The Chief came 
forward and introduced Clinton McMurry, from Columbia, MS, who taught 
a class on Special Weapons & Tactics for the SWAT Team. Mr. McMurry 
thanked CPD for inviting him to Columbus and offered positive comments 
about the SWAT Team. Chief Daughtry then introduced the Columbus 
Police Department SWAT Team: 
 

 Operator Jaylan Barry 

 Operator Roderick Clark 

 Operator Shuntez Clay 

 Operator Nicholas Hairston 

 Operator Kimberly Hayes 

 Operator Timothy Tate 

 Operator Chris Ware 

 Operator Keyshawn Younger 

 Team Leader Brian Moore 

 Assistant Team Leader Darnell Robinson 

 Assistant Team Leader Rodriez Porter 
 

D. Swearing-In of one (1) CPD Officer – KEVIN SMILEY 
 
Mayor Gaskin swore in new CPD Officer, Kevin Smiley, as the he recited 
the Oath of Office. Members of the Police Department Command Staff 
were present and provided Mr. Smiley with a badge, insignia and the Oath 
of Office.  
 
MONTHLY REPORTS: 
Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any questions for 
the Department Heads. 
 

E. Building Inspection Department July 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for July 2023 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

F. Trotter Convention Center/Care & Maintenance/Friendship Cemetery 
July 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Trotter Convention Center/Care & 
Maintenance/Friendship Cemetery for July 2023 was presented. No action 
was taken. 
 

G. Columbus Fire and Rescue July 2023 Monthly Report 
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The Columbus Fire and Rescue Monthly Report for July 2023 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

H. Code Enforcement July 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report for the Code Enforcement Department for July 2023 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

I. Planning & Community Development July 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report for the Planning & Community Development 
Department for July 2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

J. Public Works July 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report for the Public Works Department for July 2023 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

K. Columbus Police Department July 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report for the Columbus Police Department for July 2023 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

L. Human Resources July 2023 Monthly Report  
 
The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Department for July 2023 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

M. Community Outreach July 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Community Outreach Department for July 
2023 was presented. No action was taken.   
 

N. Information Technology July 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Information Technology Department for July 
2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

O. Municipal Court July 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for July 2023 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

P. Parks and Recreation July 2023 Monthly Report 
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The Monthly Report from the Parks and Recreation Department  for July 
2023 was presented. No action was taken.  
 

Q. Garage July 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the City Garage Police Department for July 2023 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

R. Finance July 2023 Monthly Report 
 
Jim Brigham, CFO, distributed the Monthly Financial Report for July 2023, 
which includes the General Fund cash balance of $8,549,360.07, and is 
an increase of $3,037,175.55 compared to the same time last year. Total 
Sales Tax Receipts for August 2023 are $972,022, which is an increase of 
$23,795.00 compared to the same time last year. The remaining balance 
of ARPA Funds is $2,957,961.31. The balance in the Bridge Repair Fund 
is $3,886,751.91. The $500,000.00 Cares Funds were moved out of the 
GF Reserve Account to be used for the payment of the two (2) Boom 
Trucks, leaving a balance of $62,000 for purchase of other equipment. 
The CFO also reported that he attended the CMSD Board meeting and 
was told that there would not be an increase in the millage rate. 
 
Councilwoman Dicicco commended the Building & Inspection Department, 
Code Enforcement and the Trotter Convention Center for thorough 
Monthly Reports. 
.  

S. Board Vacancies 
 
Ms. Jammie Garrett announced vacancies on various boards and 
remarked that two (2) appointments will be made tonight. 
 
 
REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY BOARD 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Robert Rhett’s Term Expires 9/01//2023. 
Appointment will be made September 5, 2023. 
 
APPLICANT: 
None at this time. 
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 

A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 
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WALTER MUNSON 
721 17th Street North 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0364  Overgrown Lot 
      
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0364. No one appeared. 
Assistant Code Enforcement Officer Veronica Stewart stated the property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to 
adjudicate the property as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, 
requested immediate abatement and that an Order be issued for the 
property. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 
21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may 
remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in 
the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting 
grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris 
no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council 
Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
CHRISTINA F. JONES/PAMELA L. JONES 
726 17th Street North 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0365  Overgrown Lot 
      
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0365. No one appeared. 
Assistant Code Enforcement Officer Veronica Stewart stated the property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to 
adjudicate the property as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, 
requested immediate abatement and that an Order be issued for the 
property. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 
21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may 
remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in 
the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting 
grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris 
no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council 
Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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JONES & DAUGHTERS ENTERPRIZE LLC 
7th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0401 Overgrown Lot 
      
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0401. No one appeared. 
Assistant Code Enforcement Officer Veronica Stewart stated the property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to 
adjudicate the property as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, 
requested immediate abatement and that an Order be issued for the 
property. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 
21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may 
remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in 
the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting 
grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris 
no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council 
Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
CASTLEROCK 2023 LLC 
516 18th Street North 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0405  Overgrown Lot 
      
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0405. No one appeared. 
Assistant Code Enforcement Officer Veronica Stewart stated the property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to 
adjudicate the property as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, 
requested immediate abatement and that an Order be issued for the 
property. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 
21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may 
remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in 
the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting 
grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris 
no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council 
Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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CHRISTOPHER GLENN/LEON GLENN 
705 18th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0408  Overgrown Lot 
      
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0408. No one appeared. 
Assistant Code Enforcement Officer Veronica Stewart stated the property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to 
adjudicate the property as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, 
requested immediate abatement and that an Order be issued for the 
property. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 
21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may 
remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in 
the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting 
grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris 
no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council 
Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
FRANK JONES / ROSCHELLE JONES 
904 17th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0366 Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0366. No one appeared. 
Assistant Code Enforcement Officer Veronica Stewart remarked that the 
property owner requested an extension and she recommended a 30-day 
extension to remediate the property. The property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Dicicco  made a motion give the property 
owner a 30-day extension to remediate the property, and that an Order be 
issued for the property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences 
up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following 
the Order and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal 
property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) 
month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. Ms. Roschelle 
Jones arrived at the meeting late and requested more time because she lives 
in another state. Councilwoman Dicicco made a motion to rescind her 
previous motion for a 30-day extension and give Ms. Jones a 45-day 
extension to repair/replace the roof and request another extension if she 
needs additional time to remediate the other violations. Councilwoman 
Stewart seconded the motion. 
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     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 

 
 
GLENDA HALL ELLIS 
514 Forrest Lane 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0375 Dilapidated / Burned Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0375. No one appeared. 
Assistant Code Enforcement Officer Veronica Stewart remarked that the 
property owner requested an extension and she recommended a 45-day 
extension to remediate the property. The property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Dicicco  made a motion give the property 
owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property, and that an Order be 
issued for the property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences 
up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following 
the Order and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal 
property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) 
month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
 
RICHARD C. YOUNG / 
CREOLA DUFF YOUNG 
2024 College Street  
CASE NUMBER:  23-0385 Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0385. No one appeared. 
Assistant Code Enforcement Officer Veronica Stewart remarked that the 
property owner requested an extension and she recommended a 45-day 
extension to remediate the property. The property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code.  Council Member Jones  made a motion give the property 
owner a 45-day extension to remediate the property and apply for a building 
permit, and if the property is not remediated at the end of this extension to 
request additional time, and issue an order for the property in accordance 
with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating the City may remove 
dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the 
twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass 
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and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and other debris no more 
than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman 
Dicicco seconded the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
 
ERIC GREEN 
705 15th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0387  Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage 
      Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0387. No one appeared. 
Assistant Code Enforcement Officer Veronica Stewart stated the property has 
been remediated by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the 
proposed Order under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that 
this property was in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the 
public health and safety of the community.  This Order should provide for 
such re-entry as the Statute allows. Council Member Jones made a motion in 
accordance with Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may 
remediate the property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 

 
SAMMIE WILSON / TAL WILSON ESTATE 
925 18th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0403  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0403. No one appeared. 
Assistant Code Enforcement Officer Veronica Stewart stated the property has 
been remediated by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the 
proposed Order under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that 
this property was in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the 
public health and safety of the community.  This Order should provide for 
such re-entry as the Statute allows. Council Member Jones made a motion in 
accordance with Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may 
remediate the property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing 
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rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 

 
$250.00 OR LESS CASES: 
 
Assistant Code Enforcement Officer, Veronica Stewart, presented eight (8) 
cases, $250.00 or less for adjudication. Council Member Jones made a 
motion to accept the notices for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and 
less to be adjudicated according to statute. Council Member Beard seconded 
the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE LIST OF PROPERTIES FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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B. Discuss/Approve hiring a Maintenance Technician for Parks & 
Recreation, pending completion of preliminary testing 

 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to hire TOMMY 
HILL, as Maintenance Technician for Parks & Recreation at $13.00 per hour, 
pending completion of preliminary testing. Council Member Jones seconded 
the motion.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

C. Discuss/Approve request to hire a Diesel Mechanic for the City Garage, 
pending completion of preliminary testing 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to hire a Diesel 
Mechanic for the City Garage at $16.87 per hour, pending completion of 
preliminary testing. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve hiring two (2) Laborers for Public Works Department, 
pending completion of preliminary testing 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to hire TOMMY 
DELOACH and CANTRELL HAWTHRONE as Laborers at $12.50 per hour, 
pending successful completion of preliminary testing. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

E. Discuss/Approve Resolution authorizing the an increase in fees or 
charges for garbage and rubbish pickup and disposal services and 
ordering Secretary Treasurer to publish notices advertising the intent to 
increase such fees  
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Resolution authorizing 
the an increase in fees or charges for garbage and rubbish pickup and 
disposal services and ordering Secretary Treasurer to publish notices 
advertising the intent to increase such fees. Council Member Mickens 
seconded the motion and after discussion by the Mayor and City Council of 
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the proposed Resolution, the Mayor put the question to a roll call vote, and 
the result was as follows:   
 
  Council Member Ethel Stewart  voted: YEA 
  Council Member Joseph Mickens, Sr. voted: YEA 
  Council Member Rusty Greene  voted: YEA 
  Council Member Pierre Beard, Sr. voted: YEA 
  Council Member Stephen Jones  voted: YEA 
  Council Member Jacqueline Dicicco voted: YEA 
 
The motion having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the members 
present, the Mayor declared the motion carried and the Resolution adopted, 
on this the  15th  day of  August  , 2023. 
 
THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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F. Discuss/Approve Resolution authorizing the execution and delivery of a 
promissory note in the principal amount of $3,000,000.00, loan 
agreement and a private placement agreement to secure a loan from the 
Mississippi Development Bank for Propst Park improvements.  
 
 
The General Counsel introduced Trey Hairston, Esq. of Butler Snow and 
Nnamdi Thompson of Government Consultants, who came forward and 
discussed parameters of the Resolution and interest rates and remarked that 
the terms will reflect “not to exceed” ten (10) years for repayment. Council 
Member Jones made a motion to approve the Resolution authorizing the 
execution and delivery of a promissory note in the principal amount of 
$3,000,000.00, loan agreement and a private placement agreement to secure 
a loan from the Mississippi Development Bank for Propst Park improvements. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion to adopt the foregoing 
Resolution, and the question being put to a roll call vote, the result was as 
follows:  
 
  Council Member Ethel Stewart  voted:  YEA 
  Council Member Joseph Mickens, Sr. voted:  YEA 
  Council Member Russell Greene  voted:  NAY 
  Council Member Pierre Beard, Sr. voted:  YEA 
  Council Member Stephen Jones  voted:  YEA 
  Council Member Jacqueline Dicicco voted:  NAY 
 
The motion having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the members 
of the Governing Body present, being a quorum of said Governing Body, the 
Mayor declared the motion carried and the resolution adopted this the  15th  
day of August, 2023. 
 
THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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G. Discuss/Approve an Ordinance amending the City’s Alcoholic Beverage 

Ordinance for possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages, beer 
or light wine in Downtown and Queen City Districts and creating 
exceptions for special events and related purposes  
 
The Mayor then announced that the next order of business to come before 
the Mayor and Council was the consideration of an Ordinance to establish 
one or more Leisure and Recreation Districts within the Corporate Boundaries 
of the City of Columbus, Mississippi, and designate the Geographic areas 
included within the boundaries of said Districts; and to amend the City’s 
Alcoholic Beverage Ordinances, Amending the Regulations for possession or 
consumption of alcoholic beverages, beer or light wine in certain places and 
creating exceptions for special events; and for related purposes. The Mayor 
and Council engaged in a discussion of this request and the General Counsel 
apprised them of certain criteria that must be met—the curbs must be painted 
the color of the cup to easily identify the district, signage must be erected and 
a summary of the amended Ordinance must be advertised. The Council 
decided on the color to be green. Council Member Beard made a motion to 
approve the amendment to the City’s Alcoholic Beverage Ordinance for 
possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages, beer or light wine in 
Downtown and Queen City Districts and creating exceptions for special 
events and related purposes. Council Member Jones seconded the motion.  
 
Council Members Stewart, Greene, Beard and Jones voted in favor of the 
motion. Council Members Mickens and Dicicco opposed the motion. 
 
The motion carried 4/2.  

 
 
THE ORDINANCE FOLLOWS: 
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H. Discuss/Approve the Revised FY2024 Budget Calendar 

 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the revised FY2024 
Budget Calendar. Council Member Jones seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE CALENDAR IS LISTED BELOW: 
 
 

Thursday, August 3rd 10:00 a.m. 
City Hall –Public Reception Rm 

Budget Workshop w/Department 
Heads 

Thursday, August 15th The Commercial Dispatch Publish First Notice of Public 
Hearing to Consider Tax Levies 
and Budget for the Upcoming 
Fiscal Year 

Thursday, August 22nd  The Commercial Dispatch Publish Second Notice of Public 
Hearing to Consider Tax Levies 
and Budget for the Upcoming 
Fiscal Year 

Tuesday, August 22nd 6:00 p.m. 
City Hall Courtroom (2nd Floor) 

Hold First Public Hearing 

Tuesday, August 29th 6:00 p.m. 
City Hall Courtroom (2nd Floor) 

Hold Second Public Hearing and 
Adopt Tax Levies 

Tuesday, September 5th 5:00 p.m. 
Municipal Complex 

City Council Meeting – Adopt 
Budget 

Thursday, September 7th The Commercial Dispatch Publish Budget and Adopted Tax 
Levy Resolution 

Tuesday, September 12th City Hall File Budget with Municipal Clerk 
 

Thursday, September 14th 10:30 a.m. 
City Hall Courtroom (2nd Floor) 

Give Public Notice of the 
Availability of the Budget for 
Inspection 

 
 

I.   Discuss/Approve payment in the amount of $548,098.33 for APAC 
Mississippi, Inc. – Pay Request No. 1 (Final) for the Columbus-Lowndes 
County Airport Taxiway Project. 
 
Councilwoman Dicicco made a motion to approve payment in the amount of 
$548,098.33 for APAC Mississippi, Inc. – Pay Request No. 1 (Final) for the 
Columbus-Lowndes County Airport Taxiway Project. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion.  
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/1. 
 

J. Discuss/Approve Signage for new Fire Apparatus 
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to prepare a plaque for the new Fire 
Apparatus to include the names of elected officials in the previous 
Administration. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. The Mayor and 
Council engaged in a lengthy discussion of the request. 
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Councilwoman Dicicco made a motion to not place a plaque on the new Fire 
Apparatus. Mayor Gaskin called for a second. There was none. The motion 
failed. 
 
ORIGINAL MOTION: 
The Council continued to discuss the request. Council Member Mickens 
requested the Mayor to suspend debate and vote on the request. Council 
Member Mickens voted in favor of the motion to include the previous 
Administration’s names on the plaque for the new Fire Apparatus. Council 
Member Jones seconded the motion.  
 
The motion carried 4/2. 
 

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
There are no executive session matters to come before the Mayor and Council 
tonight. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Beard moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Jones and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 


