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MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
July 18, 2023 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, July 18, 2023 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin presided 
over the meeting and all Council Members were present at the time of the meeting, 
except Council Member Dicicco.  Also present were the COO, CFO, General Counsel, 
Police Chief, H R Director and all other Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
 

Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Chief Joseph Daughtry 
to offer the Invocation. 
  

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to adopt the Agenda as presented. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF JULY 5, 2023. 
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting 
of July 5, 2023. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve request for the Interim Planner and Secretary to attend the 
Mississippi Homeland Security Grant Orientation, to be held in Tupelo, MS 
on August 16, 2023 and approval to use City vehicle. 
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B. Approve pay request for repairs at 1103 19th Street North in the amount of 
$225.00. 
  

C. Approve permit request submitted by Kristina Patel to block off Second 
Avenue North and Main Street on August 18, 2023 from 3:45 p.m. until 
4:45 p.m. and Second Avenue North and Main Street and Third Avenue 
August 19, 2023 from 8:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m. See attached map. 
 

D. Approve request for the Seventh Avenue Heritage Festival funding in the 
amount of $15,000.00 per the 2% Restaurant Tax Agreement to fund 
festivals in the City of Columbus.  

 

E. Approve request for Patricia Mitchell, Human Resources Director, to 
attend the 45th Annual Employment Law Seminar, to be held in Ocean 
Springs, MS at the approximate cost of $743.42.  
 

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members present voted in favor of 
same, with a unanimous vote of members present. 

 

V.  APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for July 
18, 2023, in the amount of $1,082,057.65. Council Member Jones seconded the 
motion. Councilwoman Dicicco was not present at this time, but submitted 
question about some invoices on the docket that were asked by the Mayor. The 
appropriate Department Head answered the questions. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 

 
VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 

 
A. Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any comments/ 

announcements.  
 
There were no remarks from Council Members.  
 
Fire & Rescue Battalion Chief, Chip Kain, came forth and requested 
affiliates with Atmos Energy: Michelle Whittle and others to come forth. Mr. 
Kain proceeded to thank Atmos Energy for their generous donation of 
$6300.00 to the Columbus Fire & Rescue Department for the purpose of 
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purchasing a DeWalt Super Vac battery-powered fan, which will aid in 
versatility to the department’s ventilation operations.  
 
MONTHLY REPORTS: 
Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any questions for 
the Department Heads. 
 

B. Atmos Energy presentation of donation check to Columbus Fire & 
Rescue 
 
The individual slated to present the check had not arrived, but Mayor 
Gaskin thanked Atmos Energy again for their generous donation. 
 

C. Building Inspection Monthly Report for June 2023 
 
The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for June 
2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

D. Columbus Fire and Rescue Department – June 2023 Monthly Report  
 
The Monthly Report from Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for June 
2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

E. Human Resources Monthly Report for June 2023  
 
The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Department for June 
2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

F. Trotter/Care & Maintenance/Friendship Cemetery June 2023 Monthly 
Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Trotter/Care & Maintenance/Friendship 
Cemetery for June 2023 was presented. No action was taken.   
 

G. Code Enforcement June 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for June 
2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

H. Planning & Community Development June 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Planning & Community Development for 
June 2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
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I. Public Works – June 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department was presented. 
Council Member Jones asked about grass-cutting in the various wards 
and Mr. Bush responded that Public Works will transition to the Ward 
System next week, which should speed up the process.  
 

J. Columbus Police Department May 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Police Department for June 2023 was 
presented. Council Member Jones asked the Chief about the radars and 
Chief Daughtry responded that they arrived today. 
 

K. Parks & Recreation June 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from the Parks & Recreation Department for June 
2023 was presented. Councilwoman Dicicco had a question to the Parks 
& Recreation Director regarding the purchase of a new zero turn lawn 
mower. The Director answered by thanking the City Garage for repairing 
the existing zero turn and remarked that the department needed a new 
lawn mower.  
 

L. Municipal Court June 2023 Monthly Report  
 
The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Department for June 2023 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

M. Information Technology June 2023 Monthly Report  
 
The Monthly Report from the Information Technology Department for June 
2023 was presented. A question was directed to the I T Director regarding 
renewal of some software, for which she answered. No action was taken. 
 

N. Community Outreach June 2023 Monthly Report 
 
The Monthly Report from Community Outreach for June 2023 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

O. Finance – June 2023 Monthly Report 
 
Jim Brigham, CFO, distributed the Monthly Financial Report for June 
2023, which includes the General Fund cash balance of $8,712,525.33, 
and is an increase of $2,434,162.80 compared to the same time last year. 
Total Sales Tax Receipts for July 2023 are $943,570, which is a decrease 
of $24,302.00 compared to the same time last year. The remaining 
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balance of ARPA Funds is $2,957,961.31. The balance in the Bridge 
Repair Fund is $3,886,751.91. Mr. Brigham also distributed a budget 
report by department and reported that the departments’ budgets are on 
schedule with their budgets at this time. 
.  

P. Board Vacancies 
 
Ms. Jammie Garrett announced vacancies on various boards and 
remarked that two (2) appointments will be made tonight. 
 
 
CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
1 Vacancy, 4-Year Terms, Maxine Hall’s Term Expires 8/04/2023. 
Appointment will be made August 1, 2023. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Maxine Hall 
 
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT & APPEALS: 
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Rob Graham’s Term Expired 3/03/2023. 
Appointment will be made July 18, 2023. 
 
APPLICANTS: 
Emily Johnson 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to appoint Emily Johnson to the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment & Appeals for a 3-Year Term, until March 03, 
2026. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 

A. Discuss/Approve Recommendations from the Planning Commission 
meeting on July 10, 2023 
 
Planned Unit Development Request PUD 23-01 
 
Columbus Redevelopment Authority 
Parkview (formerly known as Burns’ Bottom) 
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Zoning Districts:  R-1 Single Family Residential, C-1 Neighborhood 
Commercial, C-1-R Neighborhood Commercial Restricted, and C-2 
Community Commercial 
 
Request to approve a Planned Unit Development in an eight-block area 
east of the soccer complex.  
 
The Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval of the 
request, with the exception of Chairman, Kevin Stafford, who recused himself 
due to a conflict of interest. 
 
Council Member Jones moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to 
approve a Planned Unit Development in an eight-block area east of the 
soccer complex be approved by the Council. Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. There followed discussion, consideration, and review 
by the Council of the issues and facts presented by this request and the 
action taken by the City of Columbus Planning Commission.  

 
 All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 

 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

B. Discuss/Approve accepting the FAA’s FY 2023 AIP Grant Offer in the 
amount of $150,000.00 for the Columbus-Lowndes County Airport 
Taxiway Pavement Rehabilitation project.  

 
Zach Foster, dba Neel-Schaffer, Inc. came forward and apprised the Mayor 
and Council of the terms of this Grant and remarked that the City’s portion of 
the match is $15,232.00. Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to accept the  
FAA’s FY 2023 AIP Grant Offer in the amount of $150,000.00 for the 
Columbus-Lowndes County Airport Taxiway Pavement Rehabilitation project 
with the City’s match being $15,232.00. Council Member Greene seconded 
the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

C. Discuss/Approve request to purchase a 60 inch Mower in the amount of 
$13,025.00 that’s on State Contract, for the Parks & Recreation 
Department.  
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Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the purchase of a 60 inch 
Mower for the Parks & Recreation Department, in the amount of $13,025.00. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve hiring three (3) CPD Officers, contingent on 
successful completion of all preliminary testing 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to hire three 
(3) CPD Officers, Howard Dodd, Jacorius Hammond, and Jeremy Harris as 
entry-level Police Officers, contingent on successful completion of all 
preliminary testing. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

E. Discuss/Approve request to hire five (5) Laborers for the Public Works 
Department, contingent on successful completion of all preliminary 
testing 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to hire five (5) 
Laborers for the Public Works Department: Gregory Bohlen, Darrett Harris, 
Joe S. Koger, Demarcus Swanigan and Dwight Wilson, contingent on 
successful completion of all preliminary testing. Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members prevent voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

F. Discuss/Approve request to hire a Staff Accountant, pending successful 
completion of preliminary testing 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to hire Tammy 
Stanley at Staff Accountant in the Finance and Administration Department at 
an annual rate of $38,000.00, contingent on successful completion of all 
preliminary testing. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
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G. Discuss/Approve Resolution of the Mayor and City Council of the City of 

Columbus, MS finding and determining that a Notice of Resolution of 
Intent to issue either General Obligation Bonds of the City or a General 
Obligation Bond of the City for sale to the Mississippi Development 
Bank was duly published as required by law, pursuant to Mississippi 

Code Ann. § 21-33-301 et seq. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Resolution of the 
Mayor and City Council of the City of Columbus, Mississippi finding and 
determining that a Notice of Resolution of Intent to issue either General 
Obligation Bonds of the City or a General Obligation Bond of the City for sale 
to the Mississippi Development Bank was duly published as required by law, 
pursuant to Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended and/or supplemented. 
Council Member Beard seconded the motion to adopt the foregoing 
resolution, and the question being put to a roll call vote, the result was as 
follows: 
 
  Council Member Ethel Stewart  voted:  yea 
  Council Member Joseph Mickens, Sr. voted:  yea 
  Council Member Russell Greene  voted:  nay 
  Council Member Pierre Beard, Sr. voted:  yea 
  Council Member Stephen Jones  voted:  yea 
  Council Member Jacqueline Dicicco voted:  ABSENT 
 
 The motion having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the 
members of the Governing Body present, being a quorum of said Governing 
Body, the Mayor declared the motion carried and the resolution adopted this 
the  18th  day of July, 2023. 
 
THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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Councilwoman Dicicco entered the meeting room. 
 

H. Discuss/Approve the selection of engineering services to complete an 
Environmental Study for the Blight Elimination Program 
 
George Irby, Interim City Planner & Community Development Director, came 
before the Mayor and Council to request approval of selection of engineering 
services to complete an Environmental Study for the Blight Elimination 
Program. This project was properly advertised and he, the COO and CFO 
met, reviewed and scored statements of qualifications from EDIC, Neel-
Schaffer, Inc., and Waggoner Engineers. Council Member Greene made a 
motion to select Neel-Schaffer, Inc. to complete an Environmental Study for 
the Blight Elimination Program.  
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Council Member Jones made a substitute motion to selection Waggoner 
Engineering to complete an Environmental Study for the Blight Elimination 
Program. Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion. 
 
Council Members Mickens, Beard, Jones and Dicicco voted in favor of the 
substitute motion. Council Members Stewart and Greene opposed. 
 
The motion carried 4/2. 
 

I.   Discuss/Approve bid results for 15th Street North Drainage 
Improvements project (Re-Bid) for consideration 
 
Kevin Stafford, dba Neel-Schaffer, Inc., presented bid tabulation for the 15th 
Street North Drainage Improvements project (re-bid) for consideration. This is 
a rebid and the project cost increased from the previous bid. Two (2) bids 
were accepted: Mitchell Contracting, Inc. and Weathers Construction, Inc., 
both at a cost of $145,000.00. Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to 
award the bid to Weathers Construction, Inc., at a cost of $145,000.00. 
Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, with the exception of 
Council Member Mickens, who opposed.  
 
The motion carried 5/1. 
 

J. Discuss/Approve selection of Trash Collection services and rates  
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the Service Agreement 
between Golden Triangle Cooperative Service District and the City of 
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Columbus, Mississippi for Residential Refuse collection service with the initial 
contract terms for one (1) trash bin for each household, collection one (1) time 
per week at a rate of $20.95 to citizens, effective September 1, 2023. 
Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion.  
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Council Member Beard made a substitute motion to approve the agreement 
with the terms of one (1) bid and collection two (2) times per week with a cost 
of $25.45 to citizens. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
Council Members Mickens, Beard and Jones voted in favor of the substitute 
motion. Council Members Stewart, Greene and Dicicco opposed the motion. 
Mayor Gaskin voted in opposition of the motion.  
 
The motion failed 4/3. 
 
ORIGINAL MOTION: 
Council Members Stewart, Greene and Dicicco voted in favor of motion to 
approve the agreement with the terms of one (1) trash bin for each 
household, collection one (1) time per week at a rate of $20.95 to citizens. 
Council Members Mickens, Beard and Jones opposed the motion. Mayor 
Gaskin voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion passed 4/3. 
 
THE AGREEMENT FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  (THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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CLOSED DETERMINATION: 
 Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to go into closed session to determine 

whether it is necessary to go into Executive Session. Councilwoman Dicicco 
seconded the motion.  

 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

  
All members of the public, with the exception of the Mayor, the Council, the  
General Counsel, the COO, the CFO, and the HR Director, exited the meeting. 
 
Mayor Gaskin apprised the Council of two (2) personnel matters involving job 
performance of employees in various departments and remarked that these 
matters warrant being heard in Executive Session. 

 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to go in Executive Session to discuss two 
(2) personnel matters. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 

       All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
  
      The COO announced to the general public outside the Council Chambers that the  

Council was going into Executive Session to discuss two (2) personnel matters.  
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Greene moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Councilwoman Stewart and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 

 

 


