
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
July 5, 2023 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Wednesday, July 5, 2023 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin 
presided over the meeting and all Council Members were present. Also present were 
the General Counsel, the COO, CFO, Police Chief, HR Director, and all other 
Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION: 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called upon newly Certified Law 
Enforcement Officer, Ian Halbert, to offer the Invocation.  
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to adopt the Agenda as presented. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF JUNE 20, 2023 AND THE 
SPECIAL MEETING OF JUNE 22, 2023. 
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting 
of June 20, 2023 and the Special Meeting of June 22, 2023.  Councilwoman 
Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A. Approve request for Fire & Rescue personnel, Justin Martin, to attend the 

“NFPA 1041: Fire Service Instructor Class” to be held in Jackson, MS, and 
approve payment of $600.00 for registration, use of a City vehicle and 
reimbursement of meal expenses, with a total cost of $1,125.00. 
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B. Approve request for Fire & Rescue personnel, Corey Haynes, to attend 

“Smoke Diver Class” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of 
$420.00 for registration, use of a City vehicle and reimbursement for meal 
expenses, with a total cost of approximately $720.00. 
 

C. Approve permit request for Fire and Rescue personnel, to attend “Rope 
Rescue Awareness & Operations” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve 
payment of $365.00 for registration, use of a City vehicle and reimbursement 
of meals expenses, with a total cost of approximately $665.00.  

 

D. Approve permit request submitted by Sammie Williams, on behalf of 
Northside M. B. Church to host a “Back to School Event” to be held on July 
22, 2023 from 10:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. at Northside M. B. Church, located at 
1501 9th Avenue North and 15th Street North.  
 

E. Approve permit request submitted by LaNise Frison and Lucretia Jackson to 
host a “Burns Bottom Reunion” to be held on September 30, 2023 from 11:00 
a.m. until 9:00 p.m., blocking 3rd Street North and 2nd Avenue North at 
Munson Brothers.  

 

F. Accept letter of resignation from Public Works Laborer, Joseph Norman, 
effective July 3, 2023 and approve compensation for any unused vacation 
leave. 

 

G. Accept letter of retirement from Public Works Laborer, Johnny Wells, effective 
June 29, 2023 and authorize the HR Director to begin the normal recruitment 
process. 

 

H. Accept letter of retirement from Public Works Heavy Equipment Operator, 
effective July 28, 2023, approve payment of unused vacation leave according 
to state policy and authorize the HR Director to begin the normal recruitment 
process. 

 

I. Accept letter of resignation from Columbus Police Department Corporal, 
Glenn Jenkins, effective July 5, 2023 and approve compensation of any 
unused vacation leave. 

 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote. 
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V.  APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for July 
5, 2023, in the amount of $431,672.47. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. Councilwoman Dicicco asked question about items listed on the docket 
and they were answered. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Councilwoman Dicicco, 
who opposed. 
 
The motion carried 5/1. 

 
VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 

 
A. Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any comments/ 

announcements.  
 
Councilwoman Stewart commented on the 17th Annual Southside Blues 
Festival that was held the past weekend and thanked COO Jammie 
Garrett, Chiefs Daughtry and Hughes, Sheriff Hawkins, Public Works 
Director & Assistant Casey Bush and Ben Coleman, Dr. Verdell and 
Columbus Light & Water, Nancy Carpenter, Andy Stewart, all sponsors 
and citizens who supported the event.  
 
Mayor Gaskin offered thanks and appreciation to Councilwoman Stewart 
and all who were involved in the 17th Annual Southside Blues Festival. 
 
Mayor Gaskin thanked CAFB, CVB, and the many other sponsors, 
volunteers and workers who made Fireworks on the River, featuring 
Chapel Hart, a huge success! 
 
SAVE THE DATE REMINDER: 

 Lemonade Day is July 15, so be sure to look out for lemonade 
stands in the area, mainly downtown.  
 

B. Swearing In of five (5) CPD Officers 
 
 Jeremy Fortney  Ian Halbert 
 Latessa Moore  Benjamin Perryman 
 Noah Thompson 
 
Chief Daughtry came forward and introduced new employees in the Police 
Department. Mayor Gaskin swore in the five (5) new Police Department 
personnel listed above as they recited the Oath of Office. Two (2) of the 
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new officers are certified. Council Members Mickens, Greene and Jones 
came down and pinned the badges on the remaining three (3) officers.  
 

C. BOARD VACANCIES: 
 
Ms. Jammie Garrett announced vacancies on various boards and 
remarked that appointments will be made tonight. 
 

  HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION: 
  1 Vacancy, 4-Year Term, Julie Parker’s Term Expired 7/02/2023. 
   Appointment will be made July 5, 2023. 

 
APPLICANTS: 
Amber Brislin 
Shannon Bowen 
Bennett Windham 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to appoint Amber Brislin to the 
Historic Preservation Commission for a 4-Year Term, until 7/02/2027. 
Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion. 
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Council Member Mickens made a substitute motion to appoint Bennett 
Windham to the Historic Preservation Commission for a 4-Year Term, until 
7/02/2027. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
Council Members Mickens, Greene and Beard voted in favor of the 
motion. Council Members Stewart, Jones and Dicicco opposed the 
motion. Mayor Gaskin voted in opposition of the motion. 
 
The motion failed 4 /3.. 
 
ORIGINAL MOTION: 
Council Members Stewart, Beard, Jones and Dicicco voted in favor of 
appointing Amber Brislin to the Historic Preservation Commission for a 4-
Year Term, until 7/02/2027. Council Members Mickens and Green 
opposed. 
 
The motion carried 4/2. 
 
COLUMBUS HOUSING AUTHORITY: 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Greg Lewis’ Term Expired 7/03/2023. 
Appointment will be made July 5, 2023. 
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APPLICANT: 
Greg Lewis 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to reappoint Greg Lewis to the 
Columbus Housing Authority for a 5-Year Term, until July 3, 2028. Council 
Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION: 
1 Vacancy, 4-Year Term, Maxine Hall’s Term Expires 8/04/2023. 
Appointment will be made August 1, 2023. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Maxine Hall 
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 

A. Whirllie Byrd and John Ballard 
Mrs. Whirllie Byrd and Mr. John Ballard came before the Mayor and Council 
with a request for Northaven Woods to be designated as a site for National 
Night Out on Crime and requested financial support.  
 
Council Member Greene Council made a motion to approve the expenditure 
of $3,000.00 for five (5) sites ($600.00 per site) for National Night Out on 
Crime, scheduled to be held August 1, 2023. Council Member Mickens 
seconded the motion.  
  
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 
A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 

 
DANIEL LEHNARD 
1106 9th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0278  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0278 No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
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under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11, and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 
 

 
DONEL / BETTY BRIGS 
511 15th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0307  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0307. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11, and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
RUSSELL LEE TATE 
503 23rd Street South 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0308  Overgrown Lot 
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The General Counsel called cause number 23-0308 No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11, and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
AMANDA WHITNEY 
1514 21st Street North 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0284 Burned Structure and Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0284. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilwoman 
Stewart made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member 
Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
MARILYN HILL 
1100 Waterworks Road 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0286 Overgrown Lot 
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The General Counsel called cause number 23-0286. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilwoman 
Stewart made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member 
Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
LEE KOZOKOS 
2602 5th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0288 Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0288. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilwoman 
Stewart made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member 
Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
KENNETH COLLINS 
915 9th Street North 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0302 Overgrown Lot 
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The General Counsel called cause number 23-0302. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilwoman 
Stewart made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member 
Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
LEROY HAWKINS, etal 
2205 3rd Avenue South 
CASE NUMBER 23-0309 Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0309.  Ms. Tabitha Terry, 
relative, came forward and stated that this was heir property.  The intent is to 
renovate the property and she needs addition time. Code Enforcement Officer 
Sasha James recommended a 45-day extension to apply for a building 
permit.and begin remediating the property. The property was in such a state 
of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of 
the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart made a motion give Ms. Terry 
a 45-day extension to apply for a building permit and begin remediating the 
property with the option of returning to the Council and request another 
extension, and that an Order be issued for the property in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating the City may remove 
dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the 
twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass 
and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and other debris no more 
than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member 
Mickens seconded the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 
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LAWRENCE WILSON 
322 22nd Street North 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0316 Burned Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0316. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Greene made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard. 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
$250.00 OR LESS CASES: 
 
Code Enforcement Officer presented eight (8) cases, $250.00 or less for 
adjudication. Council Member Greene made a motion to accept the notices 
for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated 
according to statute. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE LIST OF PROPERTIES FOLLOWS: 
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B. Discuss/Approve the promotion of three (3) Columbus Fire and Rescue 
personnel from Firefighters to Engineers, effective July 10, 2023.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to promote Fire 
and Rescue personnel from Firefighters to Engineers: Clayton Aldridge, 
Onterrio Lowery and Thomas Parsons, with their pay increasing from $13.50 
per hour to $14.50 per hour effective July 10, 2023. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
C. Discuss/Approve promotion of Columbus Fire and Rescue personnel 

from Fire Marshal to Chief of Training, effective July 10, 2023. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to promote the 
Fire Marshal, Jimmy Alan Lewis, to Fire Training Chief, with the pay increase 
from $24.20 per hour to $29.45 per hour, effective July 10, 2023. Council 
Member Greene seconded the motion. 
  
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve Amendment to Flexibility of Sale/Purchase Agreement 
of Gilmer Inn Property.  
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to send this request back to the 
Historic Preservation Commission for further review and approval. Council 
Member Mickens seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

E. Discuss/Approve submitting the Safe Streets and Roads For All Grant 
Application. 
 
Kevin Stafford, dba Neel-Schaffer, Inc., came forward and discussed the 
“Safe Streets and Roads For All Grant Application. This is a $160,000 Grant 
requiring $40,000.00 in matching funds and the purpose of the Grant is to 
conduct a study. The City of Columbus is committed to reducing roadway 
fatalities and serious injuries on our local and state roadways. The program 
supports the development of a comprehensive safety action plan (Action 
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Plan) that identifies the most significant roadway safety concerns in a 
community and the implementation of projects and strategies to address 
roadway safety issues. Council Member Greene made a motion to approve 
the request to submit an application for the Safe Streets and Roads For All 
Grant in the amount of $160,000.00 and requiring a city match of $40,000.00. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. Council Member Jones made a 
motion for Public Works Landscaping crews to complete this task. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 

F. Discuss/Approve Deletion of the Nepotism Policy from the City of 
Columbus’ Employee Personnel Handbook and adopting the State of 
Mississippi’s Nepotism Policy.  
  
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to delete the 
current Nepotism Policy in the City of Columbus’ Employee Personnel 
Handbook and adopt the State of Mississippi Nepotism Policy. Council 
Member Jones seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE NEW POLICY FOLLOWS ON THE NEXT PAGE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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2013 Mississippi Code 

Title 25 – PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES; PUBLIC RECORDS 

Chapter 1 – PUBLIC OFFICERS; GENERAL PROVISIONS § 25-1-53 Nepotism 

prohibited 

 

Universal Citation:  MS Code § 25-1-53 (2013) 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person elected, appointed or selected in any manner whatsoever  

to any state, county, district or municipal office, or for any board of trustees of any state 

institution, to appoint or employ, as an officer, clerk, stenographer, deputy or assistant who is  

to be paid out of the public funds, any person related by blood or marriage within the third 

degree, computed by the rule of the civil law, to the person or any member of the board of 

trustees having the authority to make such appointment or contract such employment as 

employer. This section shall not apply to any employee who shall have been in said department 

or institution prior to the time his or her kinsman, within the third degree, became the head of 

said department or institution or member of said board of trustees; and this section shall not 

apply to any person seeking appointment as an election worker who has served as an election 

worker in the election immediately preceding the commencement of a term of office as an 

election commissioner by his kinsman within the third degree. The provision herein contained 

shall not apply in the instance of the employment of physicians, nurses or medical technicians by 

governing boards of charity hospitals or other public hospitals. 
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G. Discuss/Approve ratifying and affirming the Interlocal Agreement for 

collection of ad valorem taxes. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve request to ratify and affirm 
the Interlocal Agreement for collection of ad valorem taxes. Council Member 
Mickens seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE WAS LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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CLOSED DETERMINATION: 
 Council Member Beard made a motion to go into closed session to determine 

whether it is necessary to go into Executive Session. Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion.  

 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

  
All members of the public, with the exception of the Mayor, the Council, the  
General Counsel, the COO, the CFO, and the HR Director, exited the meeting. 
 
Mayor Gaskin apprised the Council of one (1) personnel matter and remarked 
that this matte warrants being heard in Executive Session. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Mickens moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Councilwoman Beard and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

                        CFO/Secretary-Treasurer 
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