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The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, May 16, 2023 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin presided 
over the meeting and all Council Members were present. (Council Member Mickens 
arrived after the meeting was in session). Also present were the COO, CFO, General 
Counsel, Police Chief, H R Director and all other Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Pastor James White, 
Pastor of Redeemer Church, Columbus, MS to offer the Invocation. 
  

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
COO, Jammie Garrett requested to add two (2) individuals under the Citizens 
Input Agenda: Rick Morales regarding SBA Disaster Loans for Homeowners and 
Bill Strauss.  
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to adopt the Agenda, with the above-
mentioned additions. Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF MAY 2, 2023 AND 
SPECIAL MEETING OF May 11, 2023. 
 
Councilwoman Dicicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
May 2, 2023 and Special Meeting of May 11, 2023. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
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A. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Joe Denton, to attend 

“NFPA 1033: Fire Investigator” class to be held in Pearl, MS, and approve 
payment of $640.00 for registration and reimbursement of meal expenses. 
 

B. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “Chemistry of 
Hazardous Materials: Fire Chem I” to be held at the Alabama Fire College, 
AL, and approve payment of $535.00 for registration, use of city vehicle, 
and reimbursement of meal expenses. 
  

C. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Dorothea Tompkins, to 
attend “Emergency Services Administrative Professionals (ESAP)” to be 
held in Biloxi, MS, and approve payment of $200.00 for registration, dues, 
$250.00 for lodging, use of a city vehicle and reimbursement of meal 
expenses. 

 

D. Accept letter of resignation from Fire and Rescue Chief of Training, 
effective May 26, 2023, and approve compensation of 240 hours of 
accrued vacation as permitted by PERS.  

 

E. Ratify permit request submitted by Sanika McKinney, on behalf of Franklin 
Academy, to host the “TVA Energy – School Uplift Program Grant 
Ceremony” that was held on May 16, 2023 from 12:00 noon until 2:00 p.m. 
at Franklin academy, 501 Third Avenue North, blocking 3rd Avenue North 
at 4th Street North and 6th Street North. See attached map.   

 

F. Approve permit request submitted by Floyd McIntyre, on behalf of the 
Kiwanis Club, to host a “Kiwanis Club Memorial Day 5K Run” to be held 
on May 27, 2023 from 8:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m. See attached map.  

 

G. Accept letter of retirement from CPD Captain, Anthony Nelson, effective 
May 31, 2023, approve compensation for 240 hours of accrued vacation 
leave, and approve the purchase of his service weapon for $10.00 as 
allowed by the State. 
. 

H. Accept letter of retirement from Public Works Operator, Danny Robinson 
effective May 18, 2023. 

 

I. Accept voluntary resignation from Parks & Recreation Maintenance 
Technician, Joshua Hendricks, and authorize the H. R. Director to begin 
the normal recruitment process.  
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J. Approve permit request submitted by Colin Krieger to host The Kriegers’ 
10th Annual Crawfish Charity Boil to be held on Sunday, May 28, 2023 
from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at 803 5th Avenue North. 

 

K. Approve request for Columbus Police Department personnel, Nicholas 
Hairston, to attend “MLEOLA 2023 Summer Conference K-9 Training and 
Certification” to be held in Biloxi, MS, and approve payment for lodging, 
travel, and reimbursement of meal expenses in the estimated amount of 
$778.85. 
 

Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote. 

 

V.  APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
The Docket of Claims were presented. Councilwoman Dicicco asked the Parks 
and Recreation Director why he needed a separate post office box. The 
Recreation Director offered an explanation. 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for May 
16, 2023, in the amount of $1,371,557.63. Council Member Greene seconded 
the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Councilwoman Dicicco, 
who opposed. 
 
The motion carried 5/1. 

 
VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 

 
A. Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any comments/ 

announcements.  
 
There were no remarks from Council Members.  
 
Mayor Gaskin proceeded with the following observations/remarks: 
 

 We hope all the mothers had a wonder Mother’s Day this past 
weekend. 

 Thank You to Main Street Downtown, all the sponsors, workers, 
vendors and volunteers who helped make Market Street a huge 
success. 
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 Congratulations to all 2023 graduates! 

 Keep Columbus Beautiful will host Clean-up Day in each Ward on 
June 10 from 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

 National Law Enforcement Appreciation Week is May 14 – 20, 
2023. 

 
MONTHLY REPORTS: 
Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any questions for 
the Department Heads. 
 

B. Building Inspection Monthly Report for April 2023 
 
The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for April 
2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

C.  Community Outreach Monthly Report for April 2023 
 
The Monthly Report from the Community Outreach Department for April 
2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

D. Fire and Rescue Monthly Report for April 2023  
 
The Monthly Report from the Fire and Rescue Department for April 2023 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

E. Code Enforcement Monthly Report for April 2023 
 
The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for April 
2023 was presented. No action was taken.  
 

F. Human Resources Monthly Report for April 2023 
 
The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Department for April 
2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

G. Office of Planning & Community Development Monthly Report for 
April 2023 
 
The Monthly Report from the Office of Planning & Community 
Development for April 2023 was presented. No action was taken.  
 

H. Public Works Department Monthly Report for April 2023  
 
The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for April 2023 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
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I. Columbus Police Department Monthly Report for April 2023  

 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for April 2023 
was presented. No action was taken.  
 

J. Parks & Recreation Department Monthly Report for April 2023  
 
The Monthly Report from the Parks & Recreation Monthly Report for April 
2023 was presented. The Public Works Director was questioned about the 
Boom Trucks. He remarked that they were operating, but are being 
repaired again and he will have them running Friday, May 19. No action 
was taken. 
 

K. Municipal Court Monthly Report for April 2023  
 
The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for April 2023 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

L. Garage Monthly Report for April 2023 
 
The Monthly Report from the Garage for April 2023 was presented. No 
action was taken. 
 

M. Care & Maintenance/Friendship Cemetery/Trotter Convention Center 
Monthly Report for April 2023 
 
The Monthly Report from the Care & Maintenance/Friendship Cemetery/ 
Trotter Convention Center for April 2023 was presented, No action was 
taken. 
 

N. Monthly Finance Report 
 
Jim Brigham, CFO, distributed the Monthly Financial Report for April  
2023, which includes the General Fund cash balance of $9,179,805.53, 
and is an increase of $3,409,157.07 compared to the same time last year. 
Total Sales Tax Receipts for May 2023 are $993,884.00, which is a 
decrease of $14,641.00 compared to the same time last year. The 
remaining balance of ARPA Funds is $2,981,193.01. Mr. Brigham also 
distributed a budget report by department and reported that the 
departments’ budgets are in good shape at this time. 
.  

O. Board Vacancies 
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Ms. Jammie Garrett announced vacancies on various boards and 
remarked that two (2) appointments will be made tonight. 
 
TREE BOARD 
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Reid Nelvin’s Term Expired 4/19/2023. 
Appointment will be made May 16, 2023. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Gary Dantico 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to appoint Gary Dantico to the 
Tree Board for a three (3) year term, until 4/19/2026. Council Member 
Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
2 Vacancies, 4-Year Terms, Anne Davis” & Joseph Boggess’ Terms 
Expire 5/19/2023. 
Appointments will be made May 16, 2023. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Joseph Boggess 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to reappoint Joseph Boggess to 
the Historic Preservation Commission for a 4-Year Term, until May 19, 
2027. Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
CITY UTILITIES COMMISSION 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Jabari Edwards’ Term Expires 6/19/2023. 
Appointment will be made June 20, 2023. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Robert E. Smith, Sr. 
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 
A. Lavonne Latham Harris – National Night Out on Crime 
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Ms. Harris came before the Mayor and Council and discussed National Night 
Out on Crime, which will be held August 1, 2023. Ms. Harris requested an 
increase for four (4) sites this year. In the past, each site was given $500.00. 
She is requesting $750.00 per site and additional funds for her site, as it is the 
host site. Council Member Mickens moved to approve the expenditure of 
$3,000.00 ($750.00 for four (4) sites for National Night Out on Crime to be 
held August 1, 2023) from 001-004-695 (Advertising City Resources) 
pursuant to Section 17-3-1 of the Mississippi Code and find that said amount 
is a legitimate expense that will advertise and bring into favorable notice the 
opportunities, possibilities and resources of the City of Columbus. Council 
Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Councilwoman 
Dicicco, who opposed. 
 
The motion carried 5/1. 
 

B.  Aaron Jones – Legacy Flight Academy Eyes Above the Horizon 
 
Mr. Aaron Jones came before the Mayor and Council and apprised them of a 
one-day Outreach program for local young people designed to aspire them to 
achieve a lifetime of excellency and success. This program is for young 
people, targeted ages 10 – 19 and will include speakers and character 
development. This program is limited to 100 students and will be held June 
10, 2023. Council Member Jones moved to approve the expenditure of 
$2,500.00 from 001-004-695 (Advertising City Resources) for a one-day 
Outreach program for local young people, pursuant to Section 17-3-1 of the 
Mississippi Code and find that said amount is a legitimate expense that will 
advertise and bring into favorable notice the opportunities, possibilities and 
resources of the City of Columbus. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

C. Ryck Morales – Small Business Administration (SBA), Office of Disaster 
Recovery & Resilience Federal Disaster Assistance 

 
 Mr. Rick Morales came before the Mayor and Council, discussed SBA 
Disaster Loans for Homeowners and Renters in Mississippi and left brochures 
about the program for anyone who was interested. No action was taken. 
 

D. Bill Strauss – Speeding in Columbus and loud cars 
 



MINUTES OF THE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MAY 16, 2023 
 

Mr. Strauss came before the Mayor and Council about a serious issue in 
Columbus involving speeding in Columbus as well as operating high-powered 
cars with loud noise. Mr. Strauss also asked the Council to work on a solution 
and encouraged them to be good stewards of tax payers’ money. No action 
was taken. 

 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 

A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 
 
SHANNON J. MERCHANT 
c/o SHANNON BOWEN 
1015 Park Circle 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0146  Burned Structure 
       
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0146. Ms. Shannon J. 
Merchant appeared, along with her legal representative, Attorney Jeffrey 
Hosford. Mr. Hosford reported that this case has been held up in court, 
waiting on the insurance company to settle. It is his opinion that the structure 
cannot be repaired and requested a six (6) month extension to remediate or 
demo the structure. An engineer was hired and the findings are that the 
structure can be repaired. His client and the insurance company is at an 
impasse and cannot agree. Code Enforcement Officer Sasha James agreed 
with this request and stated the property was in such a state of uncleanliness 
as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code and concurred with the request to grant an extension. Council Member 
Jones made a motion to grant a 14-day extension to remediate the outside 
by cutting the grass and a 6-month extension for the structure, and that an 
Order be issued for the outside of the property stating the City may cut grass 
and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no 
more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council 
Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
JAMES E. SMITH 
1313 21st Street South 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0164  Abandoned Structure 
      Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage 
      Overgrown Lot 
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The General Counsel called cause number 23-0164. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Council Member Beard made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 
 

MARGARET G. POWELL, etal 
1508 8th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0168      Abandoned Structure, Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0168. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
EDDIE W. SHELTON, JR. 
517 19th Street North 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0174      Burned Structure 
 



MINUTES OF THE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MAY 16, 2023 
 

The General Counsel called cause number 23-0174. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
GERALD K. & ALEXANDER BLUNT 
1605 22nd Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0171  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0171. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James remarked the property owner requested 
more time to remediate the property and recommended a 10-day extension 
to remediate the property. The property was in such a state of uncleanliness 
as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code.  Council Member Beard made a motion give the property owner a 10-
day extension to remediate the property, and that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
 
LUCKETA M. GRIFFIN 
1606 Bell Avenue 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0187 Property Maintenance Code Violation 
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The General Counsel called cause number 23-0187. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James remarked the property owner requested 
more time to remediate the property and recommended a 45-day extension 
to remediate the property. The property was in such a state of uncleanliness 
as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code.  Councilwoman Stewart made a motion give the property owner a 45-
day extension to remediate the property, and that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
 
HENRY L. HARGROVE, etal 
1712 Bell Avenue 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0188 Property Maintenance Code Violation 
     Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0188. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James remarked the property owner requested 
more time to remediate the property and recommended a 45-day extension 
to remediate the property. The property was in such a state of uncleanliness 
as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code.  Councilwoman Stewart made a motion give the property owner a 45-
day extension to remediate the property, and that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
WILLIE & DOROTHY SANDERS 
1724 Bell Avenue 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0189      Accumulation of Rubbish and Garbage 
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The General Counsel called cause number 23-0189. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James remarked the property owner requested 
more time to remediate the property and recommended a 15-day extension 
to remediate the property. The property was in such a state of uncleanliness 
as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code.  Councilwoman Dicicco made a motion give the property owner a 15-
day extension to remediate the property, and that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
 
LARRY & JANICE SUDDUTH ELLEFSON 
19th Street North and Bell Avenue 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0190      Overgrown Lots 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0190. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilwoman 
Stewart made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
STEPHEN HARRIS 
702 22nd Street South 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0193  Property Maintenance Code Violation 
      Overgrown Lot 
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The General Counsel called cause number 23-0193. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilwoman 
Stewart made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
ROBERT JAMES ESTATE 
22nd Street South 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0194  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0194. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Councilwoman Stewart made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 

 
EARNEST L. BALLARD 
1607 4th Avenue South 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0203  Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage 
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The General Counsel called cause number 23-0203. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Councilwoman Stewart made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 
 

ELDRICK D. & KRISTIAN R. HILL 
2413 5th Avenue South 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0196 Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0196. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James remarked the property owner requested 
more time to remediate the property and recommended a 45-day extension 
to remediate the property. The property was in such a state of uncleanliness 
as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code.  Councilwoman Stewart made a motion give the property owner a 45-
day extension to remediate the property, and that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
 
MARIO S. MURRAY 
701 16th Avenue South 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0212 Property Maintenance Code Violation 
     Overgrown Lot 
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The General Counsel called cause number 23-0212. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James remarked the property owner requested 
more time to remediate the property and recommended a 45-day extension 
to remediate the property. The property was in such a state of uncleanliness 
as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code.  Councilwoman Stewart made a motion give the property owner a 45-
day extension to remediate the property, and that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
 
CASES $250 AND LESS: 
Code Enforcement Officer presented nine (9) cases, $250.00 or less for 
adjudication. Council Member Beard made a motion to accept the notices for 
property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated according 
to statute. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
THE LIST OF PROPERTIES FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MINUTES OF THE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MAY 16, 2023 
 

 
 



MINUTES OF THE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MAY 16, 2023 
 

 
 



MINUTES OF THE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MAY 16, 2023 
 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MAY 16, 2023 
 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MAY 16, 2023 
 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MAY 16, 2023 
 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MAY 16, 2023 
 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MAY 16, 2023 
 

 
 



MINUTES OF THE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MAY 16, 2023 
 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MAY 16, 2023 
 

 

 



MINUTES OF THE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MAY 16, 2023 
 

 
B. Discuss/Approve recommendations from the May 8, 2023 Planning 

Commission Meeting. 
  
Permitted Use Request 23-04 
 
Golden Triangle Regional Homeless Coalition 
62 Airline Road 
R-4 Multi-Family Residential District 
 
Request to construct a tiny home village on land donated by the City of 
Columbus.  
 
The Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval of the 
request to construct a tiny home village on land donated by the City of 
Columbus, with the exception of Kevin Stafford, who recused himself due to a 
conflict of interest.  
 
Council Member Mickens moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to allow 
the construction of a time home village on land donated by the City of 
Columbus, with the exception of Kevin Stafford, who recused himself due to a 
conflict of interest, be approved. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. Building Official, Kenney Wiegel, stated that there were no objections 
to this request.  There followed discussion, consideration, and review by the 
Council of the issues and facts presented by this request and the action taken 
by the City of Columbus Planning Commission.  

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Permitted Use Request P/U 23-05 
 
Angela Rice 
523-A Alabama Street 
C-3 Highway Commercial District 
 
Request a permitted use to establish an adult daycare. 
 
This case was withdrawn by the applicant.  
 
Permitted Use Request P/U 23-06 
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Katherine S. Kerby 
225 5th Street North 
C-2 Community Commercial District 
 
Request a permitted use of residential on the ground floor in the C-2 
District. 
 
The Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval of request. 
 
Councilwoman Dicicco moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to permit 
the use of residential on the ground floor in the C-2 District be approved. 
Council Member Beard seconded the motion. Building Official, Kenney 
Wiegel, stated that there were no objections to this request.  There followed 
discussion, consideration, and review by the Council of the issues and facts 
presented by this request and the action taken by the City of Columbus 
Planning Commission.  

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 
The motion carried 6/0. 
D 

C. Discuss/Approve request to fill vacant position of Permit Technician, 
pending successful completion of preliminary testing.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to hire Angela 
Parker as a Permit Technician in the Building Inspection Department at 
$12.50 per hour, pending preliminary testing. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve request to hire three (3) Entry-Level Firefighters, 
pending successful completion of preliminary testing.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to hire two (2) 
Entry-Level Firefighters: Zachary Anderson and Jonathan Thomas, 
pending successful completion of preliminary testing. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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The motion carried 6/0. 
 

E. Discuss/Approve request to hire two (2) CPD Officers, pending 
successful completion of preliminary testing.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to hire two (2) 
CPD Officers: ANTONIOUS SELLERS and JEREMY FORTNEY, pending 
successful completion of preliminary testing. Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

F. Discuss/Approve ASDI Software Lease Agreement 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve new ASDI Software Lease 
Agreement, which will streamline court reporting and will replace OMNIGO, 
according to the terms mentioned in the agreement for a five (5) year term. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE AGREEMENT FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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G. Discuss/Approve Change Order No. 1 in the amount of $5,823.32 for the 
Columbus-Lowndes County Airport’s Terminal Pavement Rehabilitation 
Project.  

 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve Change Order No. 1 in the 
amount of $5,823.32 for the Columbus-Lowndes County Airport’s Terminal 
Pavement Rehabilitation Project. Council member Greene seconded the 
motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

H. Discuss/Approve awarding 15th Street North Drainage Improvements to 
the lowest responsive bidder in the amount of $124,850.00. 
 
Kevin Stafford, dba Neel-Schaffer Inc. came forward and four (4) bids were 
received and he recommends awarding the contract to the lowest responsive 
bidder, Mitchell Contracting, Inc., from Madisonville, Louisiana, in the amount 
of $124,850.00 to be paid out of the modernization tax fund. Council Member 
Jones asked about another potential contractor that has stated he can do the 
work for $75,000.00. Mr. Stafford answered “yes.” Council Member Jones 
made a motion to reject the bid and seek competitive bids for this project. 
Council Member Mickens seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0.  

 
I. Discuss/Approve Propst Park Improvement Budget 

 
Greg Lewis, Parks & Recreation Director, came before the Mayor and Council 
and discussed the proposed improvements and costs to Propst Park. CFO 
Brigham discussed various amounts, interest rates and total proposed debt. 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request Propst Park 
Improvement Budget in the amount of $4.4 million dollars, using $1.4M that is 
currently in the budget and borrowing $3 million dollars.  
 
Council Members Stewart, Mickens, Beard and Jones voted in favor of the 
motion. Council Members Greene and Dicicco opposed the motion. 
 
The motion carried 4/2. 
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J.   Discuss/Approve request to hire two (2) Part-Time Community Outreach 
Summer workers, pending successful completion of preliminary testing.  
 
COO Jammie Garrett requested approval to hire two (2) part-time Community 
Outreach Summer workers, pending successful completion of preliminary 
testing. Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to hire 
two (2) part-time Community Outreach Summer workers, pending successful 
completion of preliminary testing. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
CLOSED DETERMINATION: 

 Councilwoman Dicicco made a motion to go into closed session to determine 
whether it is necessary to go into Executive Session. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion.  

 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

  
All members of the public, with the exception of the Mayor, the Council, the  
General Counsel, the COO, the CFO, and the HR Director, exited the meeting. 
 
Mayor Gaskin apprised the Council of three (3) personnel matters involving job 
performance of employees in various departments and remarked that these 
matters warrant being heard in Executive Session. 

 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to go in Executive Session to discuss 
three (3) personnel matters. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 

       All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
  
      The COO announced to the general public outside the Council Chambers that the  

Council was going into Executive Session to discuss three (3) personnel matters. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Beard moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Councilwoman Dicicco and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 

 

 

 


