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The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, March 21, 2023 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin 
presided over the meeting and all Council Members were present. Also present were 
the COO, CFO, General Counsel, Police Chief, H R Director and all other Department 
Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on George Irby to offer the 
Invocation. Mr. Irby invited others  for his grandson, who has been hospitalized in 
Atlanta, GA. 
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to adopt the Agenda as presented. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETINGS OF MARCH 7 and 16, 2023. 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
March 7 and 16, 2023. Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve request to pay for Fifty-six (56) Fire and Rescue personnel for 
Re-Certification in the amount of $150.00. 
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B. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel: Joe Denton and Billy R. 
Clark, to travel to Lyons, South Dakota to inspect new Fire Apparatus and 
approve payment of expenses, estimated to be $75.00. 
  

C. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel: Mike Chandler and Alan 
Lewis, to attend “CFAI Peer Assessor Training Program” Web based 
Training, and approve payment of registration expenses in the amount of 
$800.00.  

 

D. Accept letter of resignation from Public Works Department employee, Eric 
Bryant, effective March 23, 2023 and authorize the HR Director to begin 
the normal recruitment process. 

 

E. Accept letter of resignation from CPD Records Clerk, Valencia Bush, 
effective March 9, 2023 and authorize the HR Director to begin the normal 
recruitment process. 

 

F. Accept letter of resignation from Forensic Scientist Trainee, Kristina 
Zwerg, effective March 16, 2023, approve payment of unused vacation 
leave and authorize the HR Director to begin the normal recruitment 
process. 

 

G. Accept letter of resignation from Forensic Scientist Criminalist, Shanna 
Cunningham, effective March 22, 2023, approve payment of unused 
vacation leave and authorize the HR Director to begin the normal 
recruitment process. 
 

H. Approve permit request submitted by Nancy Carpenter, on behalf of the 
Columbus Cultural Heritage Foundation, to host “Catfish in the Alley” to be 
held on April 22, 2023 from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m., with streets being 
blocked on Friday, April 21, 2023 from 12:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 22, 2023. See attached map... 

 

I. Approve permit request submitted by Glenn Lautzenhiser, on behalf of 
Christian Community in Prayer, to host the “National Day of Prayer” to be 
held on May 4, 2023 from 12:00 p.m. until 1:00 p.m. in front of the 
Lowndes County Courthouse, blocking second Avenue North from 8:00 
a.m. until 1:15 p.m.  

 

J. Approve permit request submitted by Salem Gibson, on behalf of 
Tennessee Williams Tribute/Columbus Art Council, to host “Stella Yell” to 
be held on March 31, 2023 from 5:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. and approve 
request to sell beer at this event. See attached map.  
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K. Approve permit request submitted by Sara Batot, on behalf of the 
Columbus AFB, to host a “Child Abuse Prevention Awareness Parade” to 
be held on April 13, 2023 from 9:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m., starting at 
Stokes Beard Elementary School, 311 South MLK, Jr. Drive, blocking 
Highway 82, 5th Avenue North and 23rd Street North around Stokes Beard 
Elementary School.  
 

Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented.  Council Member Greene seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote. 

 

V.  APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
March 21, 2023, in the amount of $728,753.44. Council Member Mickens 
seconded the motion. 
 
Council Members Stewart, Mickens, Greene and Beard voted in favor of the 
motion. Council Members Jones and Dicicco opposed. 
 
The motion carried 4/2. 

 
VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 

 
A. Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any comments/ 

announcements.  
 
Council Member Beard announced that he will be sponsoring the Annual 
Easter Egg Festival for April and not have a State of the Ward meeting. 
The Egg Festival will be held in Propst Park on April 8, 2023, 11:00 a.m. – 
2:00 p.m.  
 
Councilwoman Stewart announced that a Ward 1 meeting will be held on 
April 13, 2023 at Townsend Community Center at 6:00 p.m. and will be 
held every 2nd Thursday at the same time and place thereafter. 
 
The Women in Municipal Court will host a “Women’s History & 
Empowerment Luncheon” March 27, 2023, from 11:30 – 12:30 in the 
Training Room, located at 1601 Main Street.   
 
The Mayor, Council and all in the audience wished COO Jammie Garrett a 
happy birthday and sang to her. 
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Mayor Gaskin asked the Council if they had any questions for the 
Department Heads.  

 
B. Building Inspection Monthly Report for February 2023 

 
The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for February 
2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

C.  Columbus Fire and Rescue Monthly Report for February 2023 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for 
February 2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

D. Human Resources Monthly Report for February 2023  
 
The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Department for February 
2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

E. Code Enforcement Monthly Report for February 2023 
 
The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for February 
2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

F. Columbus Police Department Monthly Report for February 2023 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for February 
2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

G. Trotter Convention Center/Friendship Cemetery/Care & Maintenance 
Monthly Report for February 2023 
 
The Monthly Report from the Trotter Convention Center/Friendship 
Cemetery/Care & Maintenance Monthly Report for February 2023 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

H. Office of Planning & Community Development Monthly Report for 
February 2023 
 
The Monthly Report from the Planning & Community Development for 
February 2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

I. Public Works Department Monthly Report for February 2023 
 
The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for February 2023 
was presented. Vice-Mayor Mickens asked the Public Works Director 
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questions about the purchase of equipment that was previously approved. 
Casey Bush remarked that he has received three (3) pick-up trucks and 
two (2) zero-turn lawn mowers have been purchased and will purchase 
three (3) additional mowers. The piece of heavy equipment is unavailable 
at this time. We need another boom truck or a high reach machine. We 
are also have problems getting a side-arm piece of equipment. Currently, 
both boom trucks are down and being repaired, but should be back in 
operable later this week. The new back gate has been installed and 
access is gained by use of a pin code. Three (3) individuals have keys to 
enter at the front entrance gate. Joe Dillon, PIO, remarked that the 
cameras have been built and are at CL&W. We are trying to identify some 
undergrown gas lines. We hope to have the cameras up and working this 
week. 
 

J. Municipal Court  Monthly Report for February 2023 
 
The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for February 2023 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

K. Parks & Recreation Monthly Report for February 2023 
 
The Monthly Report for the Parks & Recreation Department for February 
2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

L. Monthly Financial Report 
 
Jim Brigham, CFO, distributed the Monthly Financial Report for February 
2023, which includes the General Fund cash balance of $7,723,081.16, 
which is an increase of $8,671,142.07 compared to the same time last 
year. Total Sales Tax Receipts for March 2023 are $865,109.00, which is 
an increase of $95,087.00 compared to the same time last year. The 
remaining balance of ARPA Funds is $2,981,193.01. Councilwoman 
Dicicco asked questions about a more-detailed report. Mr. Brigham asked 
what other information the Council would like to see on the Financial 
Report and a discussion of the request ensued. No action was taken. 
 

M. BOARD VACANCIES 
 

Ms. Jammie Garrett announced vacancies on various boards and 
remarked that no appointments will be made tonight. 
 
TREE BOARD 
2 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms, Michael Foster and Mildred Monroe Terms 
Expired 12/03/2023. 
Appointments will be made April 4, 2023. 
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APPLICANT: 
Jill Drouillard 
 
TREE BOARD 
2 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms, Bruce Sansing’s Term Expires 4/07/2023 and 
Reid Nevin’s Term Expires 4/19/2023.  
Appointments will be made April 18, 2023. 
 
APPLICANT: 
No applicants at this time.  
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 
A. Carl A. Lee – City Government 

 
Mr. Lee did not appear before the Council. 
 

B.  Lavonne Latham Harris – CPD Overview Committee 
 
Ms. Lavonne Latham Harris, President of the local chapter of NAACP, came 
before the Council regarding the CPD Overview Committee and apprised the 
Mayor and Council of the purpose of the Committee. Citizens, Marty and 
Tiffany Turner came forth and remarked that the Overview Committee was 
organized to be a liaison between the CPD, City and the community. Ms. 
Mitchell reported that has read minutes from the meetings and search all 
minutes for 2016 and could not find where the Council made appointment of 
Committee members, but would continue to research. Ms. Garrett, COO, 
stated that she would schedule a meeting to discuss the matter further. 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 

A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 
 
BELVIN DUCK 
1903 Bell Avenue 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0045  Property Maintenance Code Violation 
       
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0045. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Councilwoman 
Stewart made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
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Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
WILLIE MACK COLEMAN JR. 
514 15th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0053  Dilapidated Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0053. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James remarked that the property owner 
requested an extension and she recommended a 45-day extension to 
remediate the property. The property was in such a state of uncleanliness as 
to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  
Council Member Jones made a motion give the property owner a 45-day 
extension to remediate the property, and that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 
 

FLORA NICHOLSON 
1005 5th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0054  Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0054. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
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property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 

 
EL BETHEL M. B. CHURCH 
2207 Washington Avenue 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0055   Dilapidated Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0055. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 
 

DANIEL LEMUS GUTIERREZ AND 
EDER ORTEGA VARELA 
1514 3rd Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER 23-0059  Accumulation Prohibited 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0059. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
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Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
PAUL AND ELISA SAMPSON 
1723 5th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER 23-0063  Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
This case was tabled until April 18, 2023 due to new ownership of property. 
 
CASES $250 AND LESS: 
Code Enforcement Officer presented eleven (11) cases, $250.00 or less for 
adjudication. Council Member Jones made a motion to accept the notices for 
property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated according 
to statute. Council Member Beard seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
One case, 23-0080 was deleted and no action was taken. 
 
THE LIST OF PROPERTIES FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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B. Discuss/Approve Promotion of one (1) Public Works Laborer to Crew 
Leader. 

 
Council Member Beard made a motion to promote Public Works Laborer 
Oliver Stepp to Crew Leader and increase pay to $13.00 per hour. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 

C. Discuss/Approve request to hire three (3) Laborers at $12.50 per hour, 
pending successful completion of pre-employment drug screen and 
medical exam.   
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to hire Darryl 
Jackson, Larry Shelton and Lee Thomas as a Laborers in the Public Works 
Department at $12.50 per hour, pending preliminary testing. Council Member 
Jones seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve request to hire two (2) Entry-Level Firefighters at 
$12.50 per hour, pending successful completion of a pre-employment 
drug screen and medical exam. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to hire 
Raevonne Reece and Tavonta Macon as Entry Level Firefighters at $12.50 
per hour, pending successful completion of a pre-employment drug screen 
and medical exam. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

E. Discuss/Approve promotion of Columbus Fire and Rescue employee 
Kameron Pearson from Firefighter to Engineer with the appropriate 
salary adjustment, effective March 21, 2023. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to promote 
Columbus Fire and Rescue employee, Kameron Pearson from Firefighter to 
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Engineer with the appropriate salary adjustment, effective March 21, 2023. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
F. Discuss/Approve promotion of one (1) Columbus Fire and Rescue 

Engineer to Captain with the appropriate salary adjustment, effective 
March 21, 2023. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to promote Columbus Fire and 
Rescue Engineer Roderick Dillard to Captain with the appropriate salary 
adjustment, effective March 21, 2023. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve request to transfer an employee in Public Works to the 
Trotter Convention Center with a salary adjustment. 

 
Council Member Beard made a motion to transfer Public Works employee 
Adolphus Brewer to the Convention Center to fill one (1) of the Maintenance 
Technician positions with a pay increase from $13.00 per hour to $16.64 per 
hour. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried.  
 

H. Discuss/Approve employee use of city-owned vehicles policy 
 
General Counsel Turnage presented the Employee Use of City-Owned 
Vehicles policy and discussed it at length, to include identifying first 
responders. The basis of the policy is to establish guidelines as outlined by 
State Statute. The Public Works Director came forward and remarked that he 
is called out during inclement weather and during natural disasters. General 
Counsel Turnage remarked that this policy really doesn’t discuss who is a first 
responder. Following discussion, Council Member Beard made a motion to 
approve the Employee Use of City-owned Vehicles Policy. Councilwoman 
stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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The motion carried 6/0.  
 
THE POLICY FOLLOWS: 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Beard moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Greene and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 
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