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MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
April 18, 2023 
 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, April 18, 2023 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin presided 
over the meeting and all Council Members were present. Also present were the COO, 
CFO, General Counsel, Police Chief, H R Director and all other Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called on Apostle Darren Leach to 
offer the Invocation.. 
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
Council Member Mickens requested to move Consent Item “G” to the Policy 
Agenda as Item “K”. 
Ms. Garrett, COO, added a permit request to the Consent Agenda as Item “I”. 
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to adopt the Agenda, with the above 
revisions. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETINGS OF APRIL 4, 2023. 
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting 
of April 4, 2023. Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve permit request submitted by Sammie Williams, on behalf of 
Northside M. B. Church, to host a “Community Fun Day” to be held on 
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April 29, 2023 from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. at Northside M. B. Church, 
located at 1501 - 9th Avenue North and 15th Street North. 
 

B. Approve permit request submitted by Yvette Bailey-Jamison on behalf of 
Columbus Community Outreach, to host a “Walk-A-Mile” to be held on 
April 19, 2023 from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. in the parking lot of the 
Columbus Municipal Complex, 1501 Main Street.. 
  

C. Approve request to send four (4) CPD Officers to the “Mississippi Delta 
Community College Law Enforcement Training Academy” in Moorhead, 
MS, and approve cost of tuition ($16,000.00) and reimbursement of 
clothing allowance, not to exceed $350.00 per officer, upon completion of 
the academy. 

 

D. Accept letter of resignation from CPD Officer, Dustin Capps, and Animal 
Control Officer, Lynn Rushlow, both effective immediately.  

 

E. Accept letter of resignation from CPD full-time Reserve Officer/Housing 
Authority Officer/Court Bailiff/Code Enforcement Officer, effective April 24, 
2023, and approve request to permit him to continue serving as a Reserve 
Officer. 

 

F. Accept voluntary resignation (no letter submitted) from a Public Works 
Department employee, I. D. Number 1515 and authorize H.R. Director to 
begin the normal recruitment process.  

 

G. Approve request for budgeted $10,000.00 Appropriation Request of Blaze 
Morale Fund – Golden Triangle Development LINK. 
. 
 

H. Approve request to compensate BAM in the amount of $3,827.00 for grass 
cutting/landscaping of Friendship Cemetery. 

 

I. Approve permit request submitted by Cindy Lawrence on behalf of 
Lowndes County Board of Supervisors to host “County Government 
Appreciation Month Picnic on Courthouse Lawn” to be held on April 28, 
2023 from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. at 505 Second Avenue North, 
blocking parking spaces on the left side of 2nd Avenue North between 5th 
and 6th Street North from 7:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.  
 

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda with 
revisions.  Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote. 
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V.  APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for April 
18, 2023, in the amount of $500.446.73. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. 
 
Council Members Stewart, Mickens, Greene and Beard voted in favor of the 
motion. Council Member Dicicco opposed. 
 
The motion carried 5/1. 

 
VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 

 
A. Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any comments/ 

announcements.  
 
There were no remarks from Council Members.  
 
Next, the Mayor read an excerpt from the Fair Housing Month 
Proclamation: 
 
WHEREAS, The Fair Housing Act, enacted on April 11, 1968, enshrined 
into federal law the goal of eliminating racial segregation and ending 
housing discrimination in the United States; and 
 
WHEREAS, Fair Housing is integral to the ethical commitment of 
members of the National Association of REALTORS ® and the Greater 
Golden Triangle REALTORS® and is critical to the ability of all real estate 
professionals to serve their clients, customers and communities. 
 
THEREFORE, I, Keith Gaskin, Mayor of Columbus, Mississippi, do hereby 
proclaim the month of April 2023 as “FAIR HOUSING MONTH” in the City 
of Columbus as an inclusive community committed to fair housing and to 
promote appropriate activities by private and public entities intended to 
provide or advocate for equal housing opportunities for all residents and 
prospective residents of Columbus, Mississippi. 
 
Mayor Gaskin asked Greg Lewis to come forward for a presentation. Greg 
Lewis, Director of Parks and Recreation came forward and began by 
stating that a Fashion Show was held at Sim Scott Community on 
Saturday, April 8, 2023, which involved adults and children as participants. 
One young 9 year old female, Jabrie’L Smith performed an awe inspiring 
performance that demanded the attention from all who were in 
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attendance. Mr. Lewis presented the Rising Star Award to Miss Smith and 
announced that she is scheduled to perform during the opening exercised 
of the Art Exhibit at the Columbus Arts Council in September 2023. 
 
SAVE-THE-DATE REMINDERS: 

 Tales from the Crypt will have two (2) more performances – April 19 
and 21 at Friendship Cemetery at 7:00 p.m. 

 In observance of Sexual Assault Awareness Month, there will be 
two (2) events next week: Meet the Team will be Tuesday at 11:00 
in the Command Center at CPD and Denim Day will be April 26. 

 MPB Mississippi Roadshow Antique Showcase will be Friday at 
10:00 a.m. at the Trotter Convention Center. 

 Catfish in the Alley will begin Friday, April 21, at noon and will 
continue on Saturday, from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. 

 Columbus Police Department and the Christian Motorcycle 
Association will host a Blessing of the Bikes (motorcycles) on 
Saturday at 10:00 a.m. at the Columbus Police Department. 

 Community Clean-Up in honor of Earth Day 2023 will be Saturday 
from 10:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. at Hunt School, located at 924 20th 
Street North. 

 Columbus Police Department Patrol Officers will be reading at the 
Columbus-Lowndes Library on Tuesday, April 25 at 10:00 a.m. 

 Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day will be Saturday, April 
29 from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at the Golden Triangle Landfill, 
located on Old West Point Rd. 

 Community Prayer Walks are held on the first Saturday of each 
month at 9:00 a.m., beginning at the Farmers’ Market. 

 
B. Presentation to Jabrie’L Smith – Inspiring Young Star – See above. 

 
C. Building Inspection Monthly Report for March 2023 

 
The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for March 
2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

D.  Columbus Garage Monthly Report for March 2023 
 
The Monthly Report from the City Garage for March 2023 was presented. 
No action was taken. 
 

E. Fire and Rescue Monthly Report for March 2023  
 
The Monthly Report from the Fire and Rescue Department for March 2023 
was presented. No action was taken. 
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F. Code Enforcement Monthly Report for March 2023 
 
The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for March 
2023 was presented. It was noted that the activity in this department 
increased. No action was taken. 
 

G. Human Resources Monthly Report for March 2023 
 
The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Department for March 
2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

H. Police Department Monthly Report for March 2023 
 
The Monthly Report from the Police Department for March 2023 was 
presented. Questions were directed to the Police Chief regarding crime 
statistics and recovered property. Chief Daughtry came forward and 
remarked that the current system does not provide a good statistical 
report, but hopefully a new system will be up and running in the near 
future. No action was taken.  
 

I. Trotter Convention Center/Care & Maintenance/Friendship Cemetery 
– Monthly Report for March 2023  
 
The Monthly Report from the Trotter Convention Center/Care & 
Maintenance/Friendship Cemetery for March 2023 was presented. No 
action was taken. 
 

J. Parks and Recreation Monthly Report for March 2023  
 
The Monthly Report from the Parks and Recreation Department for March 
2023 was presented. No action was taken.  
 

K. Office of Planning & Community Development Monthly Report for 
March 2023  
 
The Monthly Report from the Office of Planning & Community 
Development for March 2023 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

L. Public Works Monthly Report for March 2023  
 
The Monthly Report for the Public Works Department for March 2023 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

M. Monthly Financial Report 
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Jim Brigham, CFO, distributed the Monthly Financial Report for March 
2023, which includes the General Fund cash balance of $9,277,720.54, 
which is an increase of $3,507,072.08 compared to the same time last 
year. Total Sales Tax Receipts for April 2023 are $854,849.00, which is an 
increase of $31,155.00 compared to the same time last year. The 
remaining balance of ARPA Funds is $2,981,193.01. Councilwoman 
Dicicco asked questions about a more-detailed report. Mr. Brigham 
reported that the City still has not received the matching funds totaling 
$204,125.00 for the 2nd & 10th Street South Culvert Project and 
approximately $90,000.00 reimbursement for premium pay from the state 
for Firemen and Policemen. The City is above budget on the revenue side. 
Mr. Brigham then updated the Mayor and Council on the Propst Park 
Funding Options. The CFO, Mayor and COO met with  the financial 
consultants from Stephens Inc. and Watkins & Eager PLLC and discussed 
several options: General Obligation Bonds (GO Bonds). These bonds 
are secured by the pledge to raise property tax millage if needed to repay 
the loan. Mississippi cities are limited to how much debt can be incurred 
through GO Bonds. If the bonds are to be repaid by property taxes, the 
city’s limit is 15% of assessed property value ($200M). If the GO Bonds 
are repaid through a separate revenue flow, such as the 2% restaurant 
tax, the City’s limit is 20% of the assessed property value. This option is 
the least risky to the lenders and therefore would probably have the lowest 
interest rate. Urban Renewal Act Bonds: under Mississippi Code, a city 
has the power to issue bonds to finance the undertaking of any urban 
renewal project. The repayment of the principle and interest comes from 
the City’s income, proceeds, revenue and funds derived from or held in 
connection with the project. This funding has more risk to the lender and 
higher interest rate compared to the GO Bonds. Mississippi 
Development Bank Loan: The Mississippi Development Bank is a 
statewide issuer of revenue bonds with proceeds going to local 
governmental entities. Local governmental units must request that bonds 
be issued through the Mississippi Development Bank on their behalf and 
are responsible for the retirement of revenue bond debt through annual 
payments to the Mississippi Development Bank.  The benefits of the 
Mississippi Development Bank flow directly to the local governmental unit. 
These benefits include the following: 1) Does not count against a local 
government general obligation debt limit; 2) provides for a higher bond 
rating, resulting in lower interest rates; and 3). Ready access to bond 
funds. Mr. Brigham suggested that maybe the GO Bonds may be the best 
option, but would like to wait until he meets with Raymond James Firm 
and Mr. Lynn Norris, with Government Consultants. 
 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to begin with Phase I on Propst 
Park with the current available funds. Council Member Mickens seconded 
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the motion. The Council then engaged in a discussion of the matter. 
Council Member Beard remarked that Propst Park’s improvements will 
happen, but we must be good stewards of tax payers’ dollars. Mr. Brigham 
remarked that the City can do this, but only if we get the best finance 
option. If we borrow $2million dollars, we will tie up the 2% tourism tax 
funds for a 10-year period. Council Member Mickens quoted an excerpt 
from a letter that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. wrote while in jail and 
remarked that he’s ready to move forward. Council Member Greene 
presented a Powerpoint Presentation and remarked that he supports 
improvements to the park, but he against pouring $4million dollars in the 
park for more baseball fields.  
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Following discussion of the matter, Council Member Greene made a 
motion to table this matter for more information and wait to hear the 
results of the Major League grant. Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the 
motion. 
 
Council Members Greene, Beard and Dicicco voted in favor of the motion 
to table this matter. Council Members Stewart, Mickens and Jones 
opposed the motion. Mayor Gaskin voted in favor of the motion 
 
The motion carried 4/3.    
 
Kevin Stafford, dba NSI came forward and remarked that we are spending 
$120,000.00 for a study and have already paid $4,500.00. 
 
Greg Lewis, Director of Parks and Recreation, came forward and offered 
comments regarding improvements to Propst Park. 
 

N. Municipal Court Monthly Report for March 2023 
 
The Monthly Report for the Municipal Court Division for March 2023 was 
presented. Ms. Wendy Blunt, Court Administrator, was questioned about 
the decrease in fines and about the numerical statistics appear to be the 
same as a previous report. Ms. Blunt responded that the fines are slowly 
picking back up; collections were down during COVID. She also stated 
that she may have made a typographical error and will correct the error.  
 

O. Board Vacancies 
 
Ms. Jammie Garrett announced vacancies on various boards and 
remarked that one (1) appointment will be made tonight. 
 
TREE BOARD 
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1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Mildred Monroe’s Term Expired 12/03/2023. 
Appointments will be made April 18, 2023. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Mildred Monroe 
 
Councilwoman Dicicco made a motion to reappoint Mildred Monroe to the 
Tree Board for a three (3) year term, until 12/3/2026. Council Member 
Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
TREE BOARD 
2 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms, Bruce Sansing’s Term Expired 4/07/2023 and 
Reid Nevin’s Term Expires 4/19/2023.  
Appointments will be made April 18, 2023. 
 
APPLICANT: 
No applicants at this time.  
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
2 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms, Anne Davis” & Joseph Boggess’ Terms 
Expire 5/19/2023. 
Appointments will be made May 16, 2023. 
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 
A. Carol Frazier, National Day of Prayer 

 
Ms. Carol Frazier came forward and announced that the National Day of 
Prayer will be held on May 4, 2023 in front of the Lowndes County 
Courthouse at 12:00 noon and invites the public to come out and pray for our 
community. 
 

B.  Nicole Clinkscales – Earth Day 2023 
 
Ms. Nicole Clinkscales came forward and presented two (2) MSMS Students 
that are shadowing her in Municipal Court. Each student introduced 
themselves and discussed future plans to attend colleges of their choice and 
their career goals in becoming attorney. In  light of this and Earth Day, they 
presented a plan to the City to transition to paperless.  Ms. Clinkscales 
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announced that Clean-Up Day will be held Saturday, April 22, 2023 at 10:00 
a.m. at Hunt School. 
 
Ms. Clinkscales also announced that she will be working with Parks and 
Recreation and Keep Columbus Beautiful on April 26, 2023 at Coleman 
Headstart Center at 9:30 a.m. to encourage the young people to help keep 
the earth clean. 
 

C. Ryck Morales – Small Business Administration (SBA), Office of Disaster 
Recovery & Resilience Federal Disaster Assistance 

 
     Mr. Morales could not be present tonight. 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 

A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 
 
JULIA BROWN 
1704 6th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0102  Accumulation of Rubbish and Garbage 
       
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0102. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
ALFONZA AND THEORIA Y. SMITH 
416 E. Gaywood Avenue 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0104  Overgrown Lot 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0104. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
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Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

 
JOHNSTON TOMBIGBEE FURNITURE 
Waterworks Road 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0114  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0114. Mr. Roe Berry, property 
owner came forward and remarked that there are other businesses in the City 
that have overgrown lots and he requests that they be afforded the same 
noticing. Code Enforcement Officer Sasha James remarked that a portion of 
the property has been remediated, but not all and recommended a 30-day 
extension to remediate the property. The property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard made a motion give the property 
owner a 30-day extension to remediate the property, and that an Order be 
issued for the property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences 
up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following 
the Order and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal 
property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) 
month period. Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Council Members  
     Stewart and Mickens. 
 

The motion carried 4/2. 
. 
 
J D JEAN BEST 
1002 Bennett Avenue 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0118      Accumulation of Rubbish and Garbage 
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The General Counsel called cause number 23-0118. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
S. D. WILLIAMS 
1013 Moss Street 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0129      Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0129. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
SAMMIE W. AND ANNIE R. THOMAS 
185 Read Drive 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0105   Accumulation of Rubbish and Garbage 
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The General Counsel called cause number 23-0105. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Council Member Greene made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 

 
MICHAEL JAMES 
210 Mill Street 
CASE NUMBER 23-0113 Accumulation of Rubbish and Garbage 
     Abandoned Structure and Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0113. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James remarked the property owner requested a 
little time to remediate the property and recommended a 10-day extension to 
remediate the property. The property was in such a state of uncleanliness as 
to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  
Council Member Beard made a motion give the property owner a 10-day 
extension to remediate the property, and that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
 
MJK PROPERTIES LLC 
1723 5th Avenue North 
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CASE NUMBER:  23-0119     Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0119. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James remarked the property owner requested a 
little time to remediate the property and recommended a 45-day extension to 
remediate the property. The property was in such a state of uncleanliness as 
to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  
Council Member Jones made a motion give the property owner a 45-day 
extension to remediate the property, and that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
 
CASES $250 AND LESS: 
Code Enforcement Officer presented fourteen (14) cases, $250.00 or less for 
adjudication. Council Member Beard made a motion to accept the notices for 
property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated according 
to statute. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
One case, 23-0080 was deleted and no action was taken. 
 
THE LIST OF PROPERTIES FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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B. Discuss/Approve recommendations from the April 10, 2023 Planning 
Commission Meeting. 
  
Permitted Use Request 23-01 
 
On Behalf of Last House on the Block 
200 Sylvan Road 
R-5 Mobile Homes and Mobile Home Park District 
 
Request an amendment to the original permitted use to construct a 
4900-square foot activities building.   
 
The Planning Commission recommended approval of the request, contingent 
upon concealing walls, concealing fences, or other concealing screening not 
less than six feet in height. 
 
Mayor Gaskin surveyed the audience for residents that may be in objection of 
this request. Michael Derby, who lives at 121 Stewart Avenue, came forth 
with objection, stating that this is a neighborhood and there would be constant 
traffic. Todd Derby, who lives at 114 Sylvan Road, came forth and objected 
for the same reason. Representatives in support of the much-needed facility 
came forward and assured the citizens that there would not be late night 
traffic. After listening to those who objected to this project, there followed 
discussion, consideration, and review by the Council of the issues and facts 
presented by this request and the action taken by the City of Columbus 
Planning Commission, Council Member Greene moved that the facts and 
findings of the Planning Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of 
the Mayor and City Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning 
Commission to amend the original permitted use to construct a 4900-square 
foot activities building at the proposed location be approved. Councilwoman 
Dicicco seconded the motion.  

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Permitted Use Request 23-03 
 
On Behalf of Columbus-Lowndes County Airport 
368 Fabritek Drive 
I-2 Light Industrial District 
 
Request permitted use for installation of an approximate 32’ x 60’ 
modular building for emergency flight shift personnel quarters and 
training room. 
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The Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval of the 
request. 
 
Councilwoman Dicicco moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to permit 
the installation of an approximate 32’ x 60’ modular building for emergency 
flight shift personnel quarters and training room be approved. Councilwoman 
Stewart seconded the motion. Building Official, Kenney Wiegel, stated that 
there were no objections to this request.  There followed discussion, 
consideration, and review by the Council of the issues and facts presented by 
this request and the action taken by the City of Columbus Planning 
Commission.  

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

C. Discuss/Approve request to fill vacant position of Boom Truck Operator, 
pending successful completion of preliminary testing.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to hire Lonnie 
J. Hill as a Boom Truck Operator in the Public Works Department at $15.00 
per hour, pending preliminary testing. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve request to hire two (2) part-time Security Officers for 
City Hall at $20.00 per hour, pending successful completion of 
preliminary testing.  
 
COO Garrett apprised the Council of the need for this request and these 
personnel. CFO Brigham remarked that this was not budgeted, but could be 
done and request a budget amendment. Council Member Mickens made a 
motion to table this request until the next budget year. Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion.  
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Council Member Greene made a substitute motion to approve the request to 
hire two (2) part-time Security Officers for City Hall at $20.00 per hour, 
pending successful completion of preliminary testing. Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. 
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Council Members Greene, Beard and Dicicco voted in favor of the motion. 
Council Members Stewart, Mickens and Jones opposed the motion. Mayor 
Gaskin voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 4/3. 
 

E. Discuss/Approve request to accept bids and award contracts for 
Highway 82 Right-of-way Annual Maintenance Contract. 
 
Council Member Jones suggested meeting with the Public Works Director to 
determine if his department could perform this task. Council Member Greene 
made a motion to meet with the Public Works Director to determine a cost 
estimate if his department could work overtime and complete this project. 
Council Member Beard seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
F. Discuss/Approve request to accept bids and award contracts for 

Highway 45 landscaping improvements. 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to table this request to allow the 
Public Works Director to review and give a cost estimate for this project as in 
the previous request. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve advertisement of Request for Proposals for an 
Environmental Review for the Blight Elimination Program (BEP).  

 
George Irby, part-time Director of Planning and Community Development, 
came forth and requested to begin the preliminary stages of the Blight 
Elimination Program (BEP), which is advertising for proposals of an 
Environmental Review. Council Member Greene made a motion to approve 
the request to advertise for Request for Proposals for an Environmental 
Review for the Blight Elimination Program (BEP). Councilwoman Dicicco 
seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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H. Discuss/Approve Joint Resolution to Sell Real Property.  

 
General Counsel Turnage presented the Joint Resolution to Sell Real 
Property, being Maxxim Medical. Council Member Beard made a motion to 
approve the Joint Resolution to Sell Real Property. Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0.  
 
THE JOINT RESOLUTION AND RELATED DOCUMENTS FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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I. Discuss/Approve authorization for the Mayor to execute lease 

purchasing financing, subject to General Counsel review and approval 
for Motorola Radios. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request authorizing the 
Mayor to execute Lease Purchasing Financing, subject to General Counsel 
review and approval for Motorola Radios. Council Member Greene seconded 
the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE MOTORLOA EQUIPMENT LEASE-PURCHASE AGREEMENT 
FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
(The Lease-Purchase Agreement will be inserted in the body of the 
minutes and minute book when the signed document is received) 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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J.   Discuss/Approve request to fill vacant contract position as Farmers’ 
Market Manager. 
 
Pat Mitchell, HR Director, remarked that this contract position has been 
advertised internally and externally. One (1) application was received and the 
applicant has been interviewed by the Director of Facilities, Rogena Bonner, 
and the HR Director. We recommend that you hire Ms. Liz Paine as the 
Market Manager at $15.00 per hour during the open season and hours of the 
Farmers’ Market. Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the 
request to hire Ms. Liz Paine as Market Manager for the Farmers’ Marked 
during the open season at $15.00 per hour. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
ITEM MOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

K.  Discuss/Approve for budgeted $10,000.00 Appropriation Request of 
Blaze Morale Fund – Golden Triangle Development LINK. 
 
COO Jammie Garrett remarked that this item was budgeted and appropriated 
and the funds are now being requested. Councilwoman Dicicco made a 
motion to approve the appropriated amount of $10,000.00 to the Blaze Morale 
Fund – Golden Triangle Development LINK. Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

 
CLOSED DETERMINATION: 

 Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to go into closed session to determine 
whether it is necessary to go into Executive Session. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion.  

 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

  
All members of the public, with the exception of the Mayor, the Council, the  
General Counsel, the COO, the CFO, and the HR Director, exited the meeting. 
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Mayor Gaskin apprised the Council of one (4) personnel matters involving job 
performance of an employees in various departments and remarked that these 
matters warrant being heard in Executive Session. 

 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to go in Executive Session to discuss four 
(4) personnel matters. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 

       All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
  
      The COO announced to the general public outside the Council Chambers that the  

Council was going into Executive Session to discuss four (4) personnel matters. 
  
POLICY AGENDA: 
 
L.  Discuss/Approve request to hire a Staff Accountant in the Finance and 

Administration Department 
 
 The CFO discussed the need of an individual with strong accounting 
 background to assist with preparing and maintaining financial records to track 
 the City’s assets, liabilities, cash receipts, accounts receivable and billings and 
 requests approval to hire a Staff Accountant. Council Member Greene made a 
 motion to approve the request and authorize the Human Resources Director to 
 begin advertising to fill the position. Council Member Beard seconded the 
 motion. 
 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
 The motion passed 6/0. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Greene moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Mickens and 

unanimous vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/Clerk 

 


