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I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
    
II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
    
III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 
     

A. Approve Meeting Minutes of March 7, 2023  
B. Approve Meeting Minutes of March 16, 2023 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
    
D. Hughes A. Approve request for fifty-six (56) Fire and Rescue personnel for CPR Re-Certification and 

approve payment of CPR Recertification expenses in the amount of $150.00. 

D. Hughes B. Approve request for two (2) Fire and Rescue personnel for inspection on Apparatus 
Acceptance Inspection in Lyons, South Dakota, and approve payment of travel, and meal 
expenses in the amount of 75.00. 

D. Hughes C. Approve request for two (2) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “CFAI Peer Assessor 
Training Program” Web Based Training, and approve payment of registration expenses in 
the amount of $800.00. 

C. Bush D. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) Public Works employee, effective March 23, 
2023, and authorize the HR Director to begin the normal recruitment process. 

J. Daughtry E. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) CPD Records Clerk, effective March 9, 2023, 
approve compensation for any unused vacation leave per state policy and authorize the 
HR Director to begin the normal recruitment process.  

J. Daughtry F. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) Forensic Scientist Trainee, effective March 16, 
2023, approve compensation for any unused vacation leave per state policy and 
authorize HR Director to begin the normal recruitment process. 

J. Daughtry G. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) Forensic Criminalist, effective March 22, 2023, 
approve compensation for any unused vacation leave and authorize the HR Director to 
begin the normal recruitment process.   

J. Daughtry H. Approve permit request submitted by Nancy Carpenter, on behalf of the Columbus 
Cultural Heritage Foundation, to host "Catfish in the Alley" to be held on April 22, 2023 
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from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. with streets being blocked on Friday, April 21, 2023 from 
12:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 22, 2023.  See attached map.  

J. Daughtry I. Approve permit request submitted by Glenn Lautzenhiser, on behalf of Christian 
Community in Prayer, to host the "National Day of Prayer" to be held on May 4, 2023 
from 12:00 p.m. until 1:00 p.m. in front of the Lowndes County Courthouse, blocking 
Second Avenue North in front of the Courthouse from 8:00 a.m. until 1:15 p.m.  

J. Daughtry J. Approve permit request submitted by Salem Gibson, on behalf of Tennessee Williams 
Tribute/Columbus Art Council, to host "Stella Yell" to be held on March 31, 2023 from 
5:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.  See attached map.  

J. Daughtry K. Approve permit request submitted by Sara Batot, on behalf of the Columbus AFB, to 
host a "Child Abuse Prevention Awareness Parade" to be held on April 13, 2023 from 
9:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m. starting at Stokes Beard Elementary School, 311 South MLK, Jr. 
Drive, blocking Highway 82, MLK, Fifth Avenue North and 23rd Street North around 
Stokes Beard Elementary. 

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS. 
     

A. Approve Docket of Claims for March 21, 2023 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
     

A. Comments from Mayor & Council 
K. Wiegel B. Building Inspection February 2023 Monthly Report  
D. Hughes C. Columbus Fire and Rescue February 2023 Monthly Report  

P. Mitchell D. Human Resources February 2023 Monthly Report  
S. James E. Code Enforcement February 2023 Monthly Report  
J. Daughtry F. Columbus Police Department February 2023 Monthly Report  
R. Bonner G. Trotter Convention Center/Friendship Cemetery/Care & Maintenance February 2023 

Monthly Report 
G. Irby H. Office of Planning & Community Development February 2023 Monthly Report 
C. Bush I. Public Works Department February 2023 Monthly Report 
W. Blunt J. Municipal Court February 2023 Monthly Report 
G. Lewis K. Parks & Recreation February 2023 Monthly Report 
Y. Jamison L. Community Outreach February 2023 Monthly Report 
W. Langford M. Garage February 2023 Monthly Report 
J. Brigham N. Finance February 2023 Monthly Report 
J. Garrett O. Board Vacancies   

TREE BOARD 
2 Vacancies, 3 Year Terms, Michael Foster and Mildred Monroe Terms Expired 12/03/2022. 
Appointment will be made April 4, 2023.   
Jill Drouillard 
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TREE BOARD 
2 Vacancies, 3 Year Terms, Bruce Sansing'sTerm Expires 04/07/2023 & Reid Nevin's Term 
Expires 04/19/2023. 
Appointments will be made April 18, 2023. 
 
No applicants at this time.  

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 
     

A. Carl A. Lee - City Government   
B. Lavonne Latham Harris - CPD Overview Committee 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
    
S. James A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 
C. Bush B. Discuss/Approve promotion of one (1) Public Works Laborer to Crew Leader. 
C. Bush C. Discuss/Approve request to hire three (3) Laborers at $12.50 per hour pending 

successful completion of a pre-employment drug screen and medical exam. 
D. Hughes D. Discuss/Approve hiring two (2) Entry Level Firefighters pending successful completion of a pre-

employment physical exam and drug screen. 
D. Hughes E. Discuss/Approve promotion of one (1) Columbus Fire and Rescue employee from Firefighter 

to Engineer with the appropriate salary adjustment effective March 21, 2023.  
D. Hughes F. Discuss/Approve promotion of one (1) Columbus Fire and Rescue employee from Engineer to 

Captain with the appropriate  salary adjustment effective March 21, 2023.  
P. Mitchell G. Discuss/Approve request to transfer an employee in Public Works to the Trotter 

Convention Center with a salary adjustment.   
J. Turnage H. Discuss/Approve employee use of city-owned vehicles policy.   

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
    
 



MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
March 7, 2023 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, March 7, 2023 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin presided 
over the meeting and all Council Members were present, except Councilwoman Dicicco, 
who participated via ZOOM. Also present were the General Counsel, the COO, CFO, 
Police Chief, HR Director, and all other Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION: 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called upon Rev. Bennie Coleman, 
pastor of United Faith Center, to offer the Invocation.  
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to adopt the Agenda as presented. 
Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF FEBRUARY 21, 2023 
 
Councilwoman Dicicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
February 21, 2023. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A. Accept letter of resignation from CPD Investigator, Joinay Watts, effective 

March 8, 2023 and approve compensation of unused vacation leave 
according to State policy. 

 
B. Approve request for Fire & Rescue personnel: Josh Boyer and Corey Haynes 

to attend “NFPA 1033 – Fire Investigator” to be held in Pearl, MS, and 
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approve payment of $1280.00 for registration, $50.00 for fuel and use of City 
vehicle, and reimbursement for meal expenses. 

 

C. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel: Marco Rodriguez and David 
Tousley, to attend “First-Firefighter Intervention Rescue Survival Techniques 
class” to be held at the Jackson, MS, and approve payment of $750.00 for 
registration, $50.00 for fuel and use of City vehicle, and reimbursement of 
meal expenses. 
 

D. Approve request to use city lot for “Holi-Day Celebration” on March 8, 2023 
with assistance from Fire Department personnel. 

 

E. Approve request to renew five (5) undercover license plates. 
 

F. Accept letter of resignation from CPD Investigator, Raymond Lee, effective 
March 19, 2023 and approve compensation for unused vacation leave 
according to State policy. 

 

G. Approve request for Police Chief Joseph Daughtry to attend “Recruiting and 
Retaining the Next Generation of Law Enforcement Officers” to be held in 
Jackson, MS, at no cost to the City. 

 

H. Accept letter of resignation from City Maintenance Technician, Rickey 
Hudson, effective March 6, 2023, and authorize the HR Director to begin the 
normal recruitment process. 

 

I. Approve payment of webmaster’s service in the amount of $658.34.. 
 

J. Accept letter of retirement from Maintenance Technician, Joe Richardson, 
effective March 1, 2023 and approve compensation for unused vacation leave 
according to State policy. 

 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote. 

 

V.  APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
March 7, 2023, in the amount of $472,023.70. Councilwoman Stewart seconded 
the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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The motion carried 6/0. 

 
VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 

 
A. Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any comments/ 

announcements.  
 
There were no comments from Members of the City Council. 
 
Mayor Gaskin recognized Former Sheriff and District Attorney of Louisiana 
Parish, Charles Foggi and welcomed him to Columbus. Mr. Foggi was in 
town to support newly hired Police Captain, Mike Tisdale. 
 
Mayor Gaskin proceeded with the following observations/remarks: 
 
“I’d like to thank Sand Promotions, Columbus-Lowndes Convention & 
Visitors Bureau and the Henry Armstrong Foundation for sponsoring the 
inaugural Henry Armstrong Boxing Classic this past weekend. 
 
The Historic Tour of Homes will be held March 16 – 23, 2023 with the 
Columbus Spring 2023 Pilgrimage and Home Tours beginning March 30 – 
April 23, 2023, Wednesdays only. 
 
Next week will be Spring Break for most schools and colleges. We hope 
everyone has a great and safe time. 

 
B. Swearing In of six (6) to CPD Officers: 

 
Chief Daughtry came forward and introduced new employees in the Police 
Department. Mayor Gaskin swore in six (6) new Police Department 
personnel listed below as they recited the Oath of Office: 
 

 Assistant Chief Garland Ward 

 Captain Mike Tisdale 

 Investigator Terence Ware 

 Officer Keyshawn Younger 

 Officer John Compton 

 Officer Johannah Owusu 
 

Captain Tisdale’s son came forth and pinned on his badge and insignia.  
 

 
C. BOARD VACANCIES: 
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Ms. Jammie Garrett announced vacancies on various boards and 
remarked that appointments will be made tonight. 

 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT & APPEALS OF DEVELOPMENT CODES: 
1 Vacancy, 1-Year Term, Kevin Stafford’s Term Expires 3/01/2023. 
Appointment will be made March 7, 2023. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Kevin Stafford 

 
  Council Member Beard made a motion to reappoint Kevin Stafford to the  
  Board of Adjustment & Appeals of Development Codes for a 1-Year Term,  
  until March 1, 2024. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
  All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
  The motion carried 6/0. 
 

CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU: 
2 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms, Whirllie Byrd’s & Melodie Cunningham’s 
Terms Expire 3/03/2023. 
Appointment will be made March 7, 2023. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Whirllie Byrd 
Melodie Cunningham 
Blaine Walters 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to reappoint Whirllie Byrd and 
Melodie Cunningham to the Convention & Visitor’s Bureau for 3-Year 
Terms, until March 3, 2026. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION 
Council Member Greene made a substitute motion to reappoint Whirllie 
Byrd and appoint Blaine Walters to the Convention & Visitors Bureau. 
Council Member Dicicco seconded the motion.  
 
Council Members Greene and Dicicco voted in favor of the substitute 
motion. Council Members Stewart, Mickens, Beard and Jones opposed 
the motion. 
 
The motion was defeated 2/4. 
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INITIAL MOTION: 
Council Members Stewart, Mickens, Beard and Jones voted in favor of the 
motion to reappoint Whirllie Byrd and Melodie Cunningham to the 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. Council Members Greene and Dicicco 
opposed the motion. 
 
The motion carried 4/2. 
 
 
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS & APPEALS: 
2 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms, Chris Chain’s & Rob Graham’s Terms Expire 
3/03/2023. 
Appointment will be made March 7, 2023. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Chris Chain 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to reappoint Chris Chain to the 
Zoning Board of Adjustments & Appeals for a 3-Year Term, until March 3, 
2026. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 
A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 

 
MARQUET D. MCBRIDE 
273 S. Pickensville Road 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0032  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0032. Mr. McBride appeared 
and requested an extension to remediate the property. Code Enforcement 
Officer Sasha James recommended a 15-day extension to remediate the 
property. The property was in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a 
menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  
Council Member Beard made a motion give the property owner a 15-day 
extension to remediate the property, and that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
MARCH 7, 2023 
 

the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
 
NATIONAL DECON HOLDINGS LLC 
605 17th Street South 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0033  Overgrown Lot 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0033. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 
 

ESTATE OF ELIZA PHIFER 
189 S. Pickensville Road 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0034  Dilapidated Structure 

 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0034. Ms. Angela Phifer 
appeared and requested additional time to remediate the property. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James recommended a 45-day extension until 
she speaks with the property owner and discuss a plan of action. The 
property was in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard 
made a motion give the property owner a 45-day extension to discuss the 
dilapidated structure and a plan of action with the property owner, and that an 
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Order be issued for the property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and remove 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. General Counsel Turnage recommended to Ms. Phifer to apply for a 
building permit and make some progress in remediating this property. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 

 
ESTATE OF ALBERTA STEWART and 
MARGIE L. MORTON 
1314 13th Avenue South 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0025  Burned Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0025. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
ESTATE OF JOHNNIE MAE BELL 
c/o DONALD BELL 
1102 19th Street North 
CASE NUMBER: 23-0036 Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0036. Mr. Donald Bell 
appeared and reported that on December 31, 2022, an individual ran into this 
structure with her automobile. The driver did not have insurance or a driver’s 
license. There were no problems prior to this incident. I kept the yard cleaned. 
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Code Enforcement Officer Sasha James remarked that the property owner 
requested an extension and she recommended a 45-day extension to 
determine if this property meets the qualifications under the Blight Elimination 
program. The property is in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace 
to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council 
Member Jones made a motion give the property owner a 45-day extension 
to determine if the property meets the qualification under the Blight 
Elimination program, and that an Order be issued for the property in 
accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating the City 
may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more 
times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and 
cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and other 
debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. 
Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 

 
CAMILLA P. RICHARDSON 
Revocable Living Trust Agreement 
c/o Trustee Camilla P. Richardson 
c/o Trustee Annie Mae Warren 
422 11th Street South 
CASE NUMBER:  23-0044 Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 23-0044. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated 
by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the proposed Order 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and 
safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the 
Statute allows. Council Member Greene made a motion in accordance with 
Section 21-19-11,and for an Order stating the City may remediate the 
property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, 
personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty- four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further 
notice to the owner as required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed 
under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Councilwoman Stewart 
seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 
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Code Enforcement Officer presented six (6) cases, $250.00 or less for 
adjudication. Council Member Jones made a motion to accept the notices for 
property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated according 
to statute. Council Member Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE LIST OF PROPERTIES FOLLOWS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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B. Discuss/Approve request to fill vacant position of Maintenance 

Technician for Parks & Recreation Department, pending successful 
completion of a pre-employment drug screen and medical exam 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to hire 
JOSHUA HENDRICKS as Maintenance Technician for Parks & Recreation 
Department at $13.00 per hour, pending successful completion of a pre-
employment drug screen and medical exam. Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

C. Discuss/Approve Change Order No. 2 in the amount of $1,020.00 for the 
Columbus-Lowndes County Airport Jet-A Fuel Tank Replacement 
project. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve Change Order No. 2 in the 
amount of $1,020.00 for the CLCA Jet-A Fuel Tank Replacement project. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve submitting a MDOT Multimodal grant application for 
CLCA’s Hangar Construction project.  
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to submit a 
MDOT Multimodal grant application for CLCA’s Hangar Construction project. 
The overall grant amount is $1.2 million dollars from the FAA BIL Grant funds 
with the City of Columbus and Lowndes County sharing 5%. Council Member 
Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

E. Discuss/Accept the 2020 Audit 
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to accept the 2020 Audit. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. CFO Jim Brigham remarked 
that he reviewed the audit closely and has begun taking corrective action on 
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three of the findings. The Audit has been sent to the State Auditor’s Office 
and will be sent to the Federal Audit Clearing House in the next 30 days. Mr. 
Brigham recommended that the City strengthen the ability to apply for and 
manage federal, state and private grants and that they are completed in one 
(1) department and have good reporting in place to ensure compliance with 
state and federal recommendations. A recommendation will be made very 
soon. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

F. Discuss/Approve Drainage Improvements for 82 to 14th Avenue/Moss 
Street (Brickyard). 
 
Kevin Stafford, dba Neel-Schaffer, Inc. came forward and discussed where 
this area begins and ends. This project will cost between $500,000.00 - 
$630,000.00 to improve drainage. This is a very competitive grant. Council 
Member Beard made a motion to approve Drainage Improvements for 82 to 
14th Avenue / Moss Street (Brickyard). Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
G. Discuss/Approve rescinding the lease purchase approval for the 

Motorola radios and that we go through the proper process to have a 
reverse auction for purchase of radios with the same or similar 
specifications that the Fire Department and the Sheriff Office uses.  
 
Councilwoman Dicicco made a motion to approve rescinding the lease 
purchase approval for the Motorola radios and that we go through the proper 
process to have a reverse auction for purchase of radios with the same or 
similar specifications that the Fire Department and the Sheriff’s Office uses so 
that we will be better stewards of the tax payers’ dollars. Council Member 
Greene seconded the motion. The Council then discussed the matter at 
length. Council Member Jones remarked that he had spoken with a member 
that works with MBN and the response was that they like the Motorola and 
also stated that they experienced problems communicating with the Sheriff 
department when in Columbus last week. Christopher Moore, volunteer 
Firefighter, came forward and remarked that Lowndes County Volunteer Fire 
Department has 120 Motorola radios and they are very pleased with the 
quality of the radios. He researched the radios for three (3) years. The Police 
Chief came forward and remarked that the Motorola radios have been 
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approved by the state and MISWIN and are currently being pre-built. A RUSH 
has been placed on the order. Council Member Dicicco voted in favor of the 
motion. Council Members Stewart, Mickens, Greene, Beard and Jones 
opposed the motion. 
 
The motion failed 1/5. 
 

H. Discuss/Approve donation of property to Golden Triangle Regional 
Homeless Coalition, Inc. 
 
Council Member Mickens reported on the trip to Nashville, TN to look at some 
tiny homes and remarked that the trip was very productive. The 
representative there discussed several options that a city can use the houses 
for. Council Member Beard moved under the authority of Mississippi Code 
Section 21-19-65, that the City donate, in-kind, to the Golden Triangle 
Regional Homeless Coalition, Inc. approximately 2 acres of land situated on 
the South side of Airline Road, generally depicted on this aerial photograph, 
as will be more particularly described by survey ,with this in-kind donation 
given to match any other funds supporting the Golden Triangle Regional 
Homeless Coalition and containing a clause in the deed that if said land 
ceases to be used for a qualifying social and community service purpose, that 
the title to the real property revert to the City of Columbus, and that the City 
shall reserve mineral rights and the right of ingress and egress to remove 
same.  I also ask that minutes show that the Mayor and Council have 
determined, with input from the City / County Tax Assessor, that the value of 
the land is approximately $7,500.00. Council Member Mickens seconded the 
motion. Rev. Sandra DePriest and the Golden Triangle Regional Homeless 
Coalition, Inc. were commended for their tireless efforts in committing to this 
cause. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0.  
 

 
Gas Chromatography/Mass Spectrometry, or GC/MS analysis: 
CFO Brigham reported that Lowndes County’s GC/MS analysis equipment 
arrived, but the vendor does not have adequate staffing to set it up and train. 
 
Mr. Brigham suggested that the City move forward with the option of leasing its 
own GC / MS analysis equipment at $2800.00 per month and make a finding that 
this equipment is a sole-source purchase. Council Member Greene made a 
motion to proceed with the specifications and determination on the findings of a 
lease of a GC / MS Analysis at $2800.00 per month. Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
MARCH 7, 2023 
 

 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Beard moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Councilwoman Stewart and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

                        CFO/Secretary-Treasurer 

 
 



SPECIAL MEETING 

THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 

 

Thursday, March 16, 2023 
Immediately following the Work Session 

 that was held at 10:30 a.m. 

 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Mayor and City Council of the City 

of Columbus will have a special meeting. 

 

The meeting will be held immediately following the 10:30 a.m. Work 

Session, Thursday, March 16, 2023, in the Court Room in City Hall, located 

on the 2
nd

 Floor, 523 Main Street.  

 

The following topic will be discussed: 

 

A. Personnel Matter (1) 

 

 

So Ordered, on this 16th day of March 2023 

    

   

    As Determined by the Mayor and City Council 
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SPECIAL MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
March 16, 2023 

Immediately following the Work Session  
that was held at 10:30 a.m. 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Special Session on Thursday, March 16, 
2023 at 10:30 a.m. in the City Hall Courtroom, located on the second floor, 523 
Main Street, Columbus, MS. Mayor Keith Gaskin presided over the meeting. All 
Council Members participated in the meeting in person, except Council Member 
Mickens, who participated via ZOOM. Also in attendance were General Counsel 
Turnage, the COO, CFO, Assistant Police Chief the H. R. Director. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 

 
Mayor Keith Gaskin called the meeting to order and discussed the purpose of 
this meeting. 
  

II. CLOSED DETERMINATION 
 
Councilwoman Dicicco made a motion to go into Closed Determination to 
determine if it is necessary to go into Executive Session. Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion passed 6/0. 
 
All members of the public, with the exception of the Mayor, the Council, the 
General Counsel, the COO, the CFO, the Assistant Police Chief and the HR 
Director exited the meeting. 
 
Mayor Gaskin apprised the Council of a personnel matter involving the job 
performance of a particular employee in the police department and his voluntary 
separation and remarked that this matter warrants being heard in Executive 
Session. 
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Councilwoman Dicicco made a motion to go in Executive Session to discuss a 
personnel matter involving job performance of a particular employee in the police 
department and his voluntary separation. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 

       All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
 
The COO announced to the general public outside the Council Chambers that 
the Council was going into Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter. 
 
 

III. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
PERSONNEL MATTER 
The personnel matter to come before the Mayor and Council involves an 
employee in the Police Department. Assistant Chief Ward remarked that 
Employee, I. D. Number 936 submitted his letter of resignation on Wednesday, 
March 15, 2023 with an effective March 30, 2023. He also stated that he has 
heard that other employees will be resigning, but he has not received the letters. 
Assistant Chief Ward then requested approval to accept the letter of resignation 
at the Chief’s request to release the employee immediately and pay him accrued 
vacation leave after March 30. A discussion of the request ensued. The H. R. 
Director remarked that the purpose of the 2-week notice is to allow the 
Department Head time to collect all city-issued equipment, weapons, clothing, 
etc. prior to the employee exiting. Assistant Chief Ward stated that he will request 
the employee to turn in all city-issued equipment, weapons, Taser, and clothing 
by the end of the current pay period.  Following the discussion, Council Member 
Beard made a motion to accept the Chief’s recommendation to accept the letter 
of resignation from Employee, I. D. Number 936 effective immediately and not 
require him to work out a 2-week notice and pay him accrued vacation leave after 
March 30, 2023. Council Member Jones seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Council Members 
Greene and Dicicco. 
 
The motion carried 4/2. 
 

 OPEN SESSION: 
Council Member Beard made a motion to end the discussion of this matter  
and return to Open Session. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 



SPECIAL MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
MARCH 16, 2023 
 
 

 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
The COO then announced to the general public outside the meeting room that 
the Council was back in Open Session. 
 
The General Counsel announced that the Mayor and Council went in Executive 
Session to discuss a personnel matter involving the job performance of a 
particular employee in the police department and voted to accept his voluntary 
resignation.  
 
. 

 
IV. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, the Mayor announced that the meeting was 

ADJOURNED. 

 
 
 
 

 Approved by:             
                Keith Gaskin, Mayor        James “Jim” Brigham 

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE WAS LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 





















































































Page 1 of 2 

 

MONTHLY REPORT * February, 2023 

Building Inspection Department 

 
 

PERMITS ISSUED FEES COLLECTED 
 January $8,286.00 

Building: FYE 2023 $47,938.00 
New Residential/Additions 0  
New Commercial/Additions 0 Other Permits: 
Remodeling/Repairs  8 Electrical 30 
Demolition 6 Mechanical 10 
Accessory Structures 0 Plumbing/Gas 23 
Move Structure 0 Public Utility 2 

 
  Inspections: 136 
 

Board Meetings: 
Historic Preservation Commission  0 applications 
Planning Commission  1 case heard and approved 
Zoning Board of Adjustments & Appeals 0 applications 

 
 
Presently, the Building Inspection Department is reviewing plans, issuing permits, or making inspections for 
the following:  (List is exclusive of permits issued for demolitions and minor repairs, e.g. roofing, fencing, signs, etc) 
 

1. Vibrant Church 500 Holly Hills Road Addition/Remodeling 
2. Hope Community Church 401 Main Street Remodeling 
3. Jay Burchfield 1512 Gardner Boulevard New metal building 
4. City of Columbus (Amphitheater) 101 Island Road Entry Gate Element, Phase 2 
5. Alexius Jones 1511 21st Street North New single-family residence 
6. Levine Investments LP 528 18th Avenue North Modify Chick-fil-A drive through 
7. BH Properties LLC 2430 College Street New single-family residence 
8. BH Properties LLC 2429 3rd Avenue South New single-family residence 
9. BH Properties LLC 2425 3rd Avenue South New single-family residence 

10. Carolyn Egnew 1405 6th Street South New single-family residence 
11. Southern Partners LLC 1923 Highway 45 North New Slim Chickens Restaurant 
12. Catherine Holt 1101 19th Street North New single-family residence 
13. Pramukh Three LLC 1902 Highway 45 North Remodel for Dairy Queen 
14. The PAND Group LLC 310 Idlewild Road Remodel interior 
15. Archon Neos LLC 400 Forrest Blvd, Apts 5-8 Renovate burned apt complex 
16. Pedia Trust LLC 2213 5th Street North Remodel commercial building 
17. City of Columbus SWC College and 5th St S Renovate Leadership Plaza 
18. Fitzner Properties Inc 901 Highway 45 North Remodel commercial building 
19. National Bank of Commerce 3601 Bluecutt Road Renovate bank for new brand 
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20. Oak Manor Apartments 901 11th Street South Renovate apartment complex 
21. Fresh Properties LLC 923 10th St N, Apts 1-12 Renovate apartment complex 
22. Columbus Centre LLC 2318 Highway 45 North Remodel for restaurant 
23. Velvet Miller et al 77 Azalea Drive Rooftop solar panels 
 
 
BUILDING INSPECTION DEPT 
/s/ Kenneth Wiegel, Director  





Columbus Fire & Rescue’s Public Relations & Education Division
Activities February, 2023

           Miscellaneous
• 23rd – Annual State of the Department Meeting 
• Myself along with the other CFR CPR Instructors conducted the CFR cpr recertification of all 

CFR personnel (50)

           Public Education/Safety
• E-24 to Fairview Church and provided education and tour of the truck to 50 1st-5th grade boys
• Education provided to the CHS Law & Public Safety Class (4).
• (2) Parents/Guardians received child safety seats and educational material
• Conducted CPR and First Aid class for (2) local home healthcare providers

Public Relations 
• Attended the Tourism Partners meeting 

          Community Events
• E-24 and myself participated in the Family STEAM Night @ New Hope Middle School
• CFR provide EMT standby for the Friendly City Soccer Tournament
• Battalion Chief Mims, Fire Marshal Lewis, the Crew of E-30 and myself helped serve food at 

the Soul Food Luncheon @ Townsend Community Center

          Public Service

Public Awareness Totals
7     Public Education/Safety Events/ Misc.
58    Participants Trained/ Informed/Taught

•  3     Community / Public Relations Events

Smoke Alarms Installed 0   Smoke Alarms obtained 0   Car Seats Installed/Inspected 3   Car Seats Obtained 6

Michael A. Walker
Public Relations & Education Officer



Columbus Fire and Rescue TrainingColumbus Fire and Rescue Outreach and Community Service 2023

 Service, Dedication, and Safety through Training Page 1

The following outreach and community service was done by Columbus Fire 
and Rescue during the month of February 2023:

-Attended the Tribute to Soul Food Event hosted by the Townsend Community 
Center Seniors.

-Attended the Mississippi State Fire Academy graduation ceremony for Firefighter 
Sally Kerstetter.

-Participated in the Genesis Church Thursday Night Youth event.

Duane Hughes

Fire Chief

Columbus Fire and Rescue



HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

Monthly Report
February 2023

ACTIVITIES FOR 
FEBRUARY

DEPARTMENT RESULTS

Interviewed applicants for 
Convention center. Made 
recommendation and hired (1)
Scheduled pre-employment medical 
exams for three (3) Police New 
Hires
Interviewed applicants for Park and 
Recreation

Received (55) applications for 
employment; (7) on-line, (7) in 
person AND (41) from on-line 
advertisement.

Police Department (3)
Fire Department (2)
Convention Center (2)
Public Works Department (7)
Information Technology (41)

Physical Agility test for Fire and 
Police on 2/25/2023.

NEW EMPLOYEES
Prepared Personnel Handbook and new-employee paperwork/orientation for (6) new employees

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DIRECTOR
Received (41) resumes’ from on-line advertising for I. T. Director. Advertising ended, selecting phase.

MONTHLY REPORTS FOR GRANT RECIPIENTS

Prepared monthly report for December for Victims Advocate Coordinator– Dorothy Sanders
Prepared Monthly Report for December for Drug Court Coordinator – Leonardo Dismukes

RFPs
Held Q&A meeting with vendors for Solid Waste collection; RFPs cheduled to be opened March 16, 2023 
at 2:00 p.m.

Retirees
Processed retirement paperwork for two (2) retiring employees.

MINUTES OF MAYOR & 
COUNCIL

Transcribed and typed minutes for two (2) Regular Council 
meetings.

Submitted by: Patricia Mitchell (/s/ Patricia Mitchell)
March 13, 2023



MONTHLY REPORTING FOR FEBRUARY 2023

 

CASE NO. ADDRESS VIOLATION START DATE STATUS

WARD 
1

23-0032 273 South Pickensville Rd Overgrown Lot 02/13/2023 OPEN
23-0033 605 17th Street South Overgrown Lot 02/13/2023 OPEN
23-0034 189 South Pickensville Rd Dilapidated Structure 02/13/2023 OPEN
23-0035 1314 13th Avenue South Burned Structure 02/13/2023 OPEN
23-0045 1903 Bell Avenue Property Maintenance Code 

Violation
02/14/2023 OPEN

23-0055 2207 Washington Avenue Dilapidated Building 02/21/203 OPEN
23-0065 1004 8th Street South Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage 02/21/2023 OPEN
23-0070 1314 5th Street South Dilapidated Structure 02/23/2023 OPEN
$250 OR 
LESS LOT
23-0027 1318 5th Street South Accumulation Prohibited

Property Remediated
02/09/2023 CLOSED

23-0037 801 8th Street South Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage
Sent to Public Works

02/14/2023 OPEN

23-0038 911 8th Street South Accumulation- Rubbish & Garbage
Sent to Public Works

02/14/2023 OPEN

23-0039 1320 12th Avenue South Accumulation- Prohibited
Property Remediated

02/14/2022 CLOSED

23-0040 615 15th Street South Accumulation- Rubbish & Garbage
Sent to Public Works

02/21/2023 OPEN

Code Enforcement Division
Monthly Report
FEBRUARY 2023

TOTAL CLOSED IN PROGRESS
WARD 1 19 6 13
WARD 2 4 3 1
WARD 3 3 1 2
WARD 4 6 3 3
WARD 5 15 5 10
WARD 6 0 0 0
TOTAL 47 18 29

For the month of FEBRUARY the following cases were addressed:

Ward 1   19 Ward 4 6
Ward 2 4 Ward 5 15
Ward 3 3 Ward 6 0

47  TOTAL ADDRESSED

Sasha James, CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER



CASE NO. ADDRESS VIOLATION START DATE STATUS
23-0041 1602 6TH Avenue South Accumulation- Rubbish & Garbage

Property Remediated
02/14/2023 CLOSED

23-0042 41216th Street South Accumulation- Rubbish & Garbage
Property Remediated

02/14/2023 CLOSED

23-0043 10th Avenue South Accumulation- Rubbish & Garbage
Property Remediated

02/14/2023 CLOSED

23-0066 702 7th Avenue South Accumulation- Rubbish & Garbage
Property Remediated

02/21/2023 CLOSED

23-0071 808 7th Avenue South Accumulation- Rubbish & Garbage
Sent to Public Works

02/27/2023 OPEN

23-0072 504 9th Avenue South Accumulation- Rubbish & Garbage
Sent to Public Works

02/27/2023 OPEN

WARD 
2

$250 OR 
LESS LOT
23-0047 131 Poplar Street Accumulation- Rubbish & Garbage

Sent to Public Works
02/15/2023 OPEN

23-0050 226 Meadow Drive Accumulation- Rubbish & Garbage
Property Remediated

02/15/2023 CLOSED

23-0051 132 King Street Accumulation- Rubbish & Garbage
Property Remediated

02/15/2023 CLOSED

23-0052 119 King Street Accumulation- Rubbish & Garbage
Property Remediated

02/15/2023 CLOSED

WARD 
3

$250 OR 
LESS LOT
23-0048 705 North Street Accumulation- Rubbish & Garbage

Sent to Public Works
02/15/2023 OPEN

23-0049 112 Florence Street Accumulation- Rubbish & Garbage
Sent to Public Works

02/15/2023 OPEN

23-0064 511 N McCrary Road Accumulation- Rubbish & Garbage
Property Remediated

02/21/2023 CLOSED

WARD 
4

23-0044 422 11th Street South Accumulation –Rubbish & Garbage 02/14/2023 OPEN
23-0059 1514 3rd  Avenue North Accumulation Prohibited 02/21/2023 OPEN
23-0069 517 19th Street North Accumulation Prohibited

Accumulation- Rubbish & Garbage
02/22/2023 OPEN

$250 OR 
LESS LOT
23-0029 515 Waterworks Road Accumulation- Rubbish & Garbage

Property Remediated
02/09/2023 CLOSED

23-0046 135 Beech Street Accumulation- Rubbish & Garbage
Property Remediated

02/15/2023 CLOSED



CASE NO. ADDRESS VIOLATION START DATE STATUS
23-0060 1707 3rd Avenue North Accumulation Prohibited

Property Remediated
02/14/2023 CLOSED

WARD 
5

23-0028 1702 2nd Avenue North Dilapidated Structure 02/07/2023 OPEN
23-0031 507 Military Road Accumulation Prohibited 02/13/2023 OPEN
23-0036 1102 19th Street North Property Maintenance Code 

Violation
02/13/2023 OPEN

23-0053 514 15th Street North Property Maintenance Code 
Violation

02/16/2023 OPEN

23-0054 1005 5th Avenue North Property Maintenance Code 
Violation

02/16/2023 OPEN

23-0062 1723 5th Avenue North Property Maintenance Code 
Violation

02/21/2023 OPEN

23-0068 925 18th Street North Property Maintenance Code 
Violation

02/22/2023 OPEN

$250 OR 
LESS LOT
23-0030 1121 3rd Avenue North & 

12th Street
Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage
Sent To Public Works

02/09/2023 OPEN

23-0056 1113 4th Avenue North Accumulation- Rubbish & Garbage
Property Remediated

02/21/2023 CLOSED

23-0057 1406 4th Avenue North Accumulation Prohibited
Property Remediated

02/21/2023 CLOSED

23-0058 1420 5th Avenue North Accumulation- Rubbish & Garbage
Property Remediated

02/21/2023 CLOSED

23-0061 1718 7th Avenue North & 
1720

Accumulation Prohibited
Property Remediated

02/21/2023 CLOSED

23-0063 607 18th St North Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage
Sent to Public Works

02/21/2023 OPEN

23-0067 1322 2nd Avenue North Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage
Property Remediated

02/21/2023 CLOSED

23-0073 1408 Military Road Accumulation-Rubbish & Garbage
Sent to Public Works

02/27/2023 OPEN

WARD 
6

NO CASES TO REPORT

      

          NO INVOICES TO REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2023



























PUBLIC WORKS 

DAILY WORK SERVICE

LOTS CLEANED OR CLEARED DATE
LOCATION: 

Total 0

BUILDING/STRUCTURES DEMO’d DATE
LOCATION: 
1317 5th St. South 2/6/23
1318 5th St. South 2/13/23
409 Warren St. 2/27/23

Total 3

911 CALL OUTS DATE
HOUR: 
2 2/19/2023

Total 2



PUBLIC WORKS

DAILY WORK SERVICE

POT HOLES DATE
LOCATION: 

TOTAL 326

DRIVEWAYS/SIDEWALKS REPAIR DATE
LOCATION: 
118 Airline 2/13/23
601 16th Avenue South 2/16/23

Total 2

DEBRIS LOADS DATE
LOCATION: 

Total 325

SEE ATTACHED WORK LOGS
SEE ATTACHED WORK LOGS





































LANDFILL
 FEBRUARY 2023 COLLECTIONS

AMOUNT
COLLECTED

DATE 
COLLECTED

DATE RECORDED w/
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE NOTES

0.00 2/1/2023
0.00 2/2/2023
0.00 2/3/2023
0.00 2/4/2023

2/5/2023
0.00 2/6/2023
29.74 2/7/2023 2/8/2023
0.00 2/8/2023
0.00 2/9/2023
128.36 2/10/2023 2/13/2023
10.00 2/11/2023 2/13/2023

2/12/2023
0.00 2/13/2023
0.00 2/14/2023
10.00 2/15/2023 2/16/2023
0.00 2/16/2023
0.00 2/17/2023
28.90 2/18/2023 2/21/2023

2/19/2023
0.00 2/20/2023
190.73 2/21/2023 2/22/2023
10.00 2/22/2023 2/27/2023
76.75 2/23/2023 2/27/2023
68.85 2/24/2023 2/27/2023
10.00 2/25/2023 2/27/2023

2/26/2023
13.23 2/27/2023
87.67 2/28/2023

Total 
664.23 



LANDFILL
 FEBRUARY 2023 COLLECTIONS



















PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

JANUARY 2023 MONTHLY REPORT

SeeClickFix

BARRICADES ABANDONED Created Closed In 
Progress

Citizen 
Notified

Notes

Ticket #

Total 0 0 0

DRAINAGE ISSUES Created Closed In 
Progress

Citizen 
Notified

Notes

Ticket #
14016835 1 1 0
14068261 1 0 1
14074366 1 0 1
14083775 1 0 1
14100637 1 0 1
14123816 1 0 1

Total 6 1 5

FALLEN BRANCHES/TREES Created Closed In 
Progress

Citizen 
Notified

Notes

Ticket #

Total 0 0 0



YARD WASTE 
(Branches,Bagged Leaves, Etc.)

Created Closed In 
Progress

Citizen 
Notified

Notes

Ticket #
14055995 1 1 0
14074030 1 1 0
14077594 1 1 0
14084382 1 1 0
14105509 1 1 0
14110582 1 1 0
14125948 1 1 0
14125962 1 1 0
14135347 1 1 0

Total 9 9 0

MISSING OR DAMAGED SIGNAGE Created Closed In 
Progress

Citizen 
Notified

Notes

Ticket #
14097122 1 1 0

Total 1 1 0

POTHOLES Created Closed In 
Progress

Citizen 
Notified

Notes

Ticket # 
14035734 1 1 0
14036806 1 1 0
14039218 1 1 0
14043940 1 1 0
14059362 1 1 0
14059840 1 1 0
14064150 1 1 0
14075843 1 1 0
14111123 1 1 0
14123226 1 1 0
14133314 1 1 0

Total 4 4 0



ROAD STRIPES/MARKERS Created Closed In 
Progress

Citizen 
Notified

Notes

Ticket #

Total 0 0 0

SIDEWALK REPAIR Created Closed In 
Progress

Citizen 
Notified

Notes

Ticket #

Total 0 0 0

RIVERWALK Created Closed In 
Progress

Citizen 
Notified

Notes

Ticket #

Total 0 0 0















 

 

CITY OF COLUMBUS  

MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORT SUMMARY 
 

Department Name: Community Outreach 

Department Head: Yvette Bailey-Jamison 

Reporting Period: February 1, 2023 - February 28, 2023 

 

 

Events: 

CMSD Board Meeting – School Deficiencies  
Soul Food Dinner- Townsel Center  

Sally Gray Black History Event 
 

Community Outreach Programming: 

Community Action Coalition – Planning for March Event 

Housing Authority-Discuss Summer Children Programs 

 

Scheduled Meetings: 

Community Action Coalition –Community Counseling- Family Service Meeting 

Baptist Memorial Hospital- Charity Program 

 

Referrals: 

Rapid Rehousing (3) 

Homeless Coalition: (1)  

Salvation Army (4) 

Housing Authority (1) 

Baptist Memorial Hospital Charity Program (1) 

 



 

GARAGE 

February 2023 MONTHLY REPORT 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

 

 

 

Year/Make/Model Date  
Serviced 

Notes/Instructions 

15-04 2/21/23 Brake pads for front and rear 

 09-23 2/2/23 Wiper motor assembly 

15-05 2/14/23 Replace ac condenser 

09-23 2/2/23 Gas cap 

18-01 2/1/23 Replace front and rear brake pads and left front headlight 

PD 2/16/23 Drove car to Top Gun for glass installation 

14-09 2/13/23 Motor mount 

13-05 2/7/23 Fuel pump 

14-09 2/10/23 Battery 

15-04 2/8/23 Road call/jump off 

14-09 2/20/23 Starter 

15-04 2/22/23 Water hose 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   



FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Year/Make/Model Date  
Serviced 

Notes/Instructions 

FD 1 2/7/23 Alternator 

Med 1 2/21/23 Repair flat 

E21 2/1/23 Adjusted front brakes 

E22 2/13/23 Serviced the truck 

E25 2/28/23 Replaced multiple air fittings and found leak on PTO switch 

   

   

   

   

   

Year/Make/Model Date  
Serviced 

Notes/Instructions 

810 2/28/23 Repair AC 

11 2/21/23 Tire 

PW 2/1/23 Carburetor on chain saw 

PW 2/9/23 Carburetor on weed eater 

PW 2/22/23 Bar and chain on saw 

PW 2/13/23 New bottom on weed eater 

PW 2/15/23 Battery in welder machine 

PW 2/2/23 Change the back out on a blower 

PW 2/28/23 Put eyes on weed eater 

10 2/1/23 Tailgate handle 

977 2/9/23 Battery 

13 2/22/23 Remove rear end 

105 2/28/23 Change oil 

11 2/6/23 2 tires 

PW 2/28/23 Tube 

PW 2/28/23 1 tire 

989 2/21/23 4 tires 

800 2/13/23 2 tires 

12 2/15/23 2 tires 

996 2/9/23 Fixed hydraulic leak on new hose 

High reach 2/15/23 Went to tupelo to check on high reach 

333 2/2/23 Adjusted brakes all the way around 

11 2/6/23 Welded piece back on trailer 

333 2/7/23 Welded the open and close mechanism on bed 

800 2/8/23 Fixed hydraulic leak on boom 

14 2/14/23 Changed broom on right side of truck 

800 2/21/23 Repaired hydraulic leak on boom 

14 2/22/23 Fixed broke fitting on air cylinder 

100 2/27/23 Jumped off truck 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   



 

PARKS & RECREATION & SHOP 

 

 

BUILDING INSPECTION 

 

Year/Make/Model Date  
Serviced 

Notes/Instructions 

Park 14 2/7/23 Replace plugs, ignition coil, brake line, oil, pipe 

   

   

   

   

   

   

Year/Make/Model Date  
Serviced 

Notes/Instructions 

   

   

   

   

   

   

















$$225500  OORR  LLEESSSS  DDeerreelliicctt  PPrrooppeerrttiieess  ffoorr  MMaarrcchh  2211,,  22002233  MMaayyoorr  aanndd  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  MMeeeettiinngg  

  

CCaassee  ##  aanndd  VViioollaattiioonn  WWaarrdd  NNaammee  aanndd  AAddddrreessss  NNootteess  

2233--00007711  
  

AAccccuummuullaattiioonn  ooff  RRuubbbbiisshh  

aanndd  GGaarrbbaaggee  

11  CCoolllleeggee  IInnvv  cc//oo  MMaarrggaarreett  BBoobboo  

880088  77
tthh

  AAvveennuuee  SSoouutthh  

  

2233--00007722  
  

AAccccuummuullaattiioonn  ooff  RRuubbbbiisshh  

aanndd  GGaarrbbaaggee  

11  CChhaarrlliiee  SSkkiippppeerr  

550099  99
tthh

  AAvveennuuee  SSoouutthh  

  

2233--00007733  

  

AAccccuummuullaattiioonn  ooff  RRuubbbbiisshh  

aanndd  GGaarrbbaaggee  

55  LLoovviiee  JJ..  FFuuqquuaa  

11440088  MMiilliittaarryy  RRooaadd  

  

2233--00007744  

  

AAccccuummuullaattiioonn  ooff  RRuubbbbiisshh  

aanndd  GGaarrbbaaggee  

44  JJoohhnn  AA..  BBaarrrroonn  

22551111  55
tthh

  AAvveennuuee  NNoorrtthh  

  

2233--00008800  

  

AAccccuummuullaattiioonn  ooff  RRuubbbbiisshh  

aanndd  GGaarrbbaaggee  

44  DDiirrkk  DDiicckkssoonn  

880011  WWaatteerrwwoorrkkss  RRooaadd  

  

2233--00008822  

  

AAccccuummuullaattiioonn  ooff  RRuubbbbiisshh  

aanndd  GGaarrbbaaggee  

44  SSaannddrraa  JJoonneess  aanndd  NNoo  JJookkee  RReennttaallss  

LLLLCC  

111111  MMiillll  SSttrreeeett  

  

2233--00008866    

  

AAccccuummuullaattiioonn  ooff  RRuubbbbiisshh  

aanndd  GGaarrbbaaggee  

44  HHaarroolldd  MMaacc  BBuurrkkee  IIIIII  

11002200  SShhaaddyy  SSttrreeeett  

  

2233--00008877    

  

AAccccuummuullaattiioonn  ooff  RRuubbbbiisshh  

aanndd  GGaarrbbaaggee  

44  HHaattcchheerr  IInnvveesstt  PPrrooppeerrttiieess  LLLLCC  

22660033  55
tthh

  AAvveennuuee  NNoorrtthh  

  

  

2233--00008888    

  

AAccccuummuullaattiioonn  ooff  RRuubbbbiisshh  

aanndd  GGaarrbbaaggee  

44  JJoohhnn  TThhoommppssoonn  

44
tthh

  AAvveennuuee  NNoorrtthh  

  

2233--00008899    

  

AAccccuummuullaattiioonn  ooff  RRuubbbbiisshh  

aanndd  GGaarrbbaaggee  

44  RRaayyffiieelldd  JJrr  aanndd  BBaarrbbaarraanniittaa  

VVaalleennttiinnee  

CChheerrrryy  SSttrreeeett  

  

2233--00110000    

  

AAccccuummuullaattiioonn  ooff  RRuubbbbiisshh  

aanndd  GGaarrbbaaggee  

22  TTrruummaann  HH..  OOsswwaalltt  LLiiffee  EEssttaattee  

440066  WWoooollbbrriigghhtt  SSttrreeeett  

  

2233--00110011    

  

AAccccuummuullaattiioonn  ooff  RRuubbbbiisshh  

aanndd  GGaarrbbaaggee  

22  BBuurrkkhhaalltteerr  PPrrooppeerrttyy  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  

LLLLCC  

661100  NNoorrtthh  GGaayywwoooodd  AAvveennuuee  

  

  



Derelict Property 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 Code Enforcement Division 

 March 21, 2023 



Derelict Property 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Case No. 23-0045  

• Belvin Duck  

• 1903 Bell Avenue 

• Property Maintenance Code Violation 



Derelict Property 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•  Case No. 23-0053  

•  Willie Mack Coleman Jr. 

•  514 15th Street North 

•  Dilapidated Structure 



Derelict Property 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•  Case No. 23-0054  

•  Flora Nicholson 

•  1005 5th Avenue North 

•  Property Maintenance Code Violation 



Derelict Property  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•  Case No. 23-0055  

•  El Bethel MB Church 

•  2207 Washington Avenue 

•  Dilapidated Structure 



Derelict Property 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•  Case No. 23-0059  

•  Daniel Lemus Gutierrez and Eder Ortega Varela 

•  1514 3rd Avenue North 

•  Accumulation Prohibited 



Derelict Property 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•  Case No. 23-0062  

•  Paul and Elisa Sampson 

•  1723 5th Avenue North 

• Property Maintenance Code Violation 
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Derelict Property Docket for March 21, 2023 

Case # and Type  Ward Name and Address  Notes  

23-0045 

 

 

 

Property Maintenance 

Code 

Violation 

 

1 BELVIN DUCK 

 

 

Violation: 

1903 Bell Ave 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

23-0053 

 

 

 

 

Dilapidated Building 

 

5 WILLIE MACK COLEMAN JR.  

 

 

Violation: 

514 15
th

 St N 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

23-0054 

 

 

Property Maintenance  

Code Violation 

5 FLORA NICHOLSON 

 

Violation: 

1005 5
th

 Ave N 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

23-0055 

 

 

 

Dilapidated Housing  

1 EL BETHEL MB CHURCH 

 

Violation: 

2207 Washington Ave 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

23-0059 

 

 

 

Garbage and Trash – 

Accumulation prohibited 

4 DANIEL LEMUS GUTIERREZ AND 

EDER ORTEGA VARELA 

 

Violation: 

1514 3
rd

 Ave N 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

23-0062 

 

 

Property Maintenance  

Code Violation 

5 PAUL AND ELISA SAMPSON 

 

Violation: 

1723 5
th

 Ave N 

Columbus, MS 39701 

 

 

 



CITY OF COLUMBUS
POST OFFICE BOX 1408

COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 39703

MAYOR
    KEITH GASKIN.

CITY COUNCIL
ETHEL STEWART
JOSEPH W. MICKENS, SR.
RUSSELL GREENE
PIERRE D. BEARD, SR.
STEPHEN JONES
JACQUELINE DICICCO

CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER
      JAMMIE GARRETT

CFO/SECRETARY-TREASURER
      JAMES “Jim” BRIGHAM

POLICE CHIEF 
JOSEPH M. DAUGHTRY, SR.

FIRE CHIEF
DUANE HUGHES

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR
       PATRICIA S. MITCHELL

PT DIRECTOR OF PLANNING &      
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
       GEORGE IRBY

March 15, 2023

Mayor Keith Gaskin
and Members of the City Council
City of Columbus, MS

Dear Mayor and Council Members:

The Public Works Director, Assistant PW Director and I have interviewed applicants to 
fill three (3) of the vacant Laborer positions in the Public Works Department as a result 
of  previous resignations. We have taken into consideration the revised recruitment 
policy and have explained the Nepotism Policy to the applicants. A background check 
has been conducted, which resulted in no record that prevents the applicants from 
being hired. We request that you approve the hire of (1) , (2)

, and (3)   to fill these positions at $12.50 per 
hour, pending successful completion of a pre-employment drug screen and medical 
examination.

Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Patricia Mitchell

Patricia Mitchell
Human Resources Director

Casey Bush

Casey Bush
Public Works Director



MAYOR 

KEITH GASKIN 

CITY COUNCIL 

ETHEL STEWART, WARD 1 
JOSEPH W. MICKENS, SR., WARD 2 
RUSSELL GREENE, WARD 3 
PIERRE D. BEARD, SR., WARD 4 
STEPHEN JONES, WARD 5 
JACQUELINE DICICCO, WARD 6 

CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER 

JAMMIE GARRETT 

CITY OF COLUMBUS 
POST OFFICE BOX 1408 

COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 39703 

(662) 328-7021 Phone

(662) 329-5173 Fax

CFO/SECRETARY-TREASURER 

JAMES "JIM" BRIGHAM 

INTERIM POLICE CHIEF 

Joseph M. Daughtry, SR 

FIRE CHIEF 

DUANE HUGHES 

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR 

PATRICIA S. MITCHELL 

INTERIM DIRECTOR OF PLANNING 

AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

GEORGE IRBY 

March 15, 2023 

Mayor Keith Gaskin and 
Council Members of the City of Columbus 
P. 0. Box 1408
Columbus, MS 39703

Dear Mayor and Council Members: 

I request to hire two (2) applicants as Entry Level Firefighters to fill vacant positions in the Columbus 
Fire & Rescue department upon successful completion of physical examinations and drug screens. 

Thank you for your continued support of Columbus Fire & Rescue. 

Jt 
Duane Hughes 
Fire Chief 

DJT 



MAYOR 

KEITH GASKIN 

CITY COUNCIL 

ETHEL STEWART, WARD 1 
JOSEPH W. MICKENS, SR., WARD 2 
RUSSELL GREENE, WARD 3 
PIERRE D. BEARD, SR., WARD 4 
STEPHEN JONES, WARD 5 
JACQUELINE DICICCO, WARD 6 

CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER 

JAMMIE GARRETT 

CITY OF COLUMBUS 
POST OFFICE BOX 1408 

COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 39703 

(662) 328-7021 Phone

(662) 329-5173 Fax

CFO/SECRET ARY-TREASURER 

JAMES "JIM" BRIGHAM 

INTERIM POLICE CHIEF 

Joseph M. Daughtry, SR 

FIRE CHIEF 

DUANE HUGHES 

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR 

PATRICIA S. MITCHELL 

INTERIM DIRECTOR OF PLANNING 

AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

GEORGE IRBY 

March 14, 2023 

Mayor Keith Gaskin and 
Members of the City Council 
City of Columbus 
Columbus, Mississippi 

Dear Mayor and Council Members: 

I am presenting for your approval of Firefighter to Engineer. I requested that the position be 
compensated at the current rate per hour. I recommend that this promotion becomes effective March 
21, 2023. 

Thank you for your continued support of Columbus Fire & Rescue. 

;J�� 
Duane Hughes 
Fire Chief 

DJT 



MAYOR 

KEITH GASKIN 

CITY COUNCIL 

ETHEL STEWART, WARD 1 
JOSEPH W. MICKENS, SR., WARD 2 
RUSSELL GREENE, WARD 3 
PIERRE D. BEARD, SR., WARD 4 
STEPHEN JONES, WARD 5 
JACQUELINE DICICCO, WARD 6 

CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER 

JAMMIE GARRETT 

CITY OF COLUMBUS 
POST OFFICE BOX 1408 

COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 39703 

(662) 328-7021 Phone

(662) 329-5173 Fax

CFO/SECRETARY-TREASURER 

JAMES "JIM" BRIGHAM 

INTERIM POLICE CHIEF 

Joseph M. Daughtry, SR

FIRE CHIEF 

DUANE HUGHES 

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR 

PATRICIA S. MITCHELL 

INTERIM DIRECTOR OF PLANNING 

AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

GEORGE IRBY 

March 14, 2023 

Mayor Keith Gaskin and 
Members of the City Council 
City of Columbus 
Columbus, Mississippi 

Dear Mayor and Council Members: 

I am presenting for your approval of Engineer to Captain. I requested that the position be 
compensated at the current rate per hour. I recommend that this promotion becomes effective March 
21, 2023. 

Thank you for your continued support of Columbus Fire & Rescue. 

jJ�A 
Duane Hughes� 
Fire Chief 

DJT 



CITY OF COLUMBUS
POST OFFICE BOX 1408

COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 39703

MAYOR
    KEITH GASKIN.

CITY COUNCIL
ETHEL STEWART
JOSEPH W. MICKENS, SR.
RUSSELL GREENE
PIERRE D. BEARD, SR.
STEPHEN JONES
JACQUELINE DICICCO

CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER
      JAMMIE GARRETT

CFO/SECRETARY-TREASURER
      JAMES “Jim” BRIGHAM

INTERIM POLICE CHIEF 
DORAN JOHNSON

FIRE CHIEF
DUANE HUGHES

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR
       PATRICIA S. MITCHELL

PT DIRECTOR OF PLANNING &      
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
       GEORGE IRBY

March 14, 2023

Mayor Keith Gaskin
and Members of the City Council
City of Columbus, MS

Dear Mayor and Council Members:

Rogena Bonner, Director of the Trotter Convention Center and City Property Manager, 
and I have interviewed an internal applicant for the full-time position of City Maintenance 
Technician. This applicant will fill the position vacated by Joe Richardson, who retired 
February 28, 2023. We request that you approve the transfer of  from 
the Public Works Department to the Convention Center as Maintenance Technician with 
an increase from $13.00 per hour to $16.64 per hour, effective immediately. This 
employee has assisted with the workload during periods of short-staffing.

Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

/s/ Patricia Mitchell

Patricia Mitchell
Human Resources Director

/s/ Rogena Bonner

Rogena Bonner
Director of the Trotter Convention Center
and City Property Manager
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Employee Use of City Owned Vehicles 

 

(1) Only City employees may drive city-owned vehicles. All drivers shall comply with 

the following: 

a. Drivers shall possess a valid Driver’s License for the appropriate class of the vehicle 

being operated. 

b. City vehicles may only be used for conducting City business and may not be used for 

personal or private use.  The only exception to this requirement is for emergency responders who 

are on-call and who drive the vehicle to work from home and from work to home. 

c. Employees shall comply with all driving laws and regulations relating to the operation 

of motor vehicles. 

d. Employees are prohibited from operating City-owned vehicles or conducting City 

business while under the influence of alcohol or drugs.  

e. Employees shall also notify their supervisor and/or Department Head if they are taking 

any prescription or other medication that may impair their ability to safely and properly drive or 

operate vehicles or equipment and shall not drive unless and until are approved for such in 

writing by the Department Head. 

f. Employees must pay, without reimbursement, all fines or fees for parking citations or 

traffic violations that are incurred while operating a city-owned vehicle. 

g. Employees shall immediately report any unsatisfactory vehicle conditions, including 

repairs that may be needed, to their Department Head. 

h. Employees may permit persons that are not City employees to be passengers in City 

vehicles only if it is necessary to conduct City business. 

i. Employees operating of city-owned vehicles have a responsibility to maintain assigned 

vehicles. This includes, but is not limited to, checking of fluid levels and cleaning the vehicle’s 

interior and exterior when needed. 

j. Employees shall do a thorough walk-around inspection before backing any City-owned 

vehicle, and shall secure the help of a “Spotter” if another City employee is present. 

k. Employees shall not place unauthorized stickers or unauthorized equipment in or on 

city-owned vehicles. 

l. Department Heads shall supervise the actions of all authorized drivers and shall 

institute proper disciplinary actions for violations of this policy. 

 

(2) The City of Columbus provides liability coverage for all city-owned vehicles. 

a. An employee is responsible for any damage to any real or personal property owned by 

the employee while using a city-owned vehicle. 

 

(3) All City employees shall wear properly fastened safety belts when operating city-

owned vehicles. Drivers of city-owned vehicles shall require all passengers to use seat belts. 

 

(4) All accidents or damage incurred or caused while operating a city-owned vehicle 

must be immediately reported to the local law enforcement authority, to the employee’s 

Department Head and to the Human Resources Director. Employees must also do the following: 

a. Complete the City of Columbus accident form provided for such purposes. 

b. Employees shall not make any statements or admissions concerning fault or 

responsibility for the accident. 
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c. Employees shall not agree to make payments for the accident or suggest that the City 

of Columbus will do so. 

d. Submit to a drug and alcohol screening test. 

 

(5) When operating a City vehicle, employees shall give their full attention to the safe 

operation of the vehicle. 

a. Any action which distracts the employee from the safe operation of the vehicle is 

forbidden. This includes, but is not limited to, making or answering cell phone calls, text 

messaging, looking at documents or other technical instruments such as computers, etc. 

b. If employees want to receive or make a call, or perform any actions described in 

Paragraph 5(a) , they must pull to the side of the road and stop where it is safe to do so or have a 

passenger make and receive the call in a manner that does not distract the driver. 

 

(6) Any City employee who operates a city-owned vehicle must notify the Department 

Head of any change in the employee’s physical condition, such as a heart problem, diabetes or a 

significant deterioration of hearing or eye sight which may be a factor in operating a vehicle 

safely. Employees shall also notify their supervisor and Department Head if they are taking any 

prescription or other medication that may impair their ability to safely and properly drive or 

operate vehicles or equipment.  

a. With the exception of employees in positions that do not require a valid Mississippi 

Operator’s License, all City employees who operate City vehicles must immediately notify their 

Department Head any time their license is denied, suspended or revoked, or any other 

administrative proceeding with the division or agency that regulates driving records. 

b. The City may conduct driving records checks for employees who drive City-owned 

vehicles or where the position requires a valid Operator’s License. 

c. Driving privileges of City vehicles shall be suspended for any City employee whose 

driving record reflects a denied, suspended, invalid or revoked driver's license. 

d. Department Heads may suggest disciplinary actions for work-related driving accidents 

or violations and for off duty driving of City vehicles. 

 

(7) Departments may have internal policies that are more specific and restrictive than the 

regulations outlined in this City policy. Operators of vehicles assigned to departments are also 

required to comply with all regulations and guidelines established within their Department. 
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