
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
January 3, 2023 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, January 3, 2023 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin 
presided over the meeting and all Council Members were present. Also present were 
the General Counsel, the COO, CFO, Police Chief, HR Director, and all other 
Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION: 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called upon Chief Joseph 
Daughtry to offer the Invocation.  
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to adopt the Agenda as presented. 
Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF DECEMBER 20, 2022 
 
Councilwoman Dicicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
December 20, 2022. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A. Approve request for Forensic Scientists, Kristina Zwerg and Shanna 

Cunningham, to attend “Introduction to Palm Prints” from January 23 – 26, 
2023 via online webinar with a registration fee of $900.00 for both. 

 
B. Approve request for Fire & Rescue personnel: Mike Chandler and Alan Lewis, 

to attend the “Excellence Conference” to be held in Orlando, FL February 27 
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– March 3, 2023, and approve registration fees and travel cost in the amount 
of $3,930.00.  

 

C. Accept letter of resignation from Parks & Recreation Administrative Assistant, 
Brittany Coleman, effective January 3, 2023 and authorize the Human 
Resources Director to begin the normal recruitment procedures. 

 

D. Approve request for Code Enforcement Director, Sasha James, to attend 
Keep Alabama/Mississippi Beautiful Joint Conference, January 25 – 27, 2023 
and approve payment of lodging and travel at a cost of $512.50. 

 

E. Approve request to hire six (6) lateral transfers for the Columbus Police 
Department, contingent on completion of all preliminary testing. 

 

F. Approve request for Police Chief Joseph Daughtry to attend the 2023 
Mississippi Municipal League Midwinter Conference, to be held January 10-
12, 2023 in Jackson, MS and approve payment of registration and 
reimbursement of meal expenses. 

 
 

Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote. 

 

V.  APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
January 3, 2023, in the amount of $232,602.17. Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 

 
A. Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any comments/ 

announcements.  
 
Council Member Jones thanked all First Responders, Columbus Light & 
Water Crews and Public Works employees for working during the storm 
the past week. 
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Council Member Beard announced that the next State of the Ward 
meeting for Ward IV will be held Monday, January 30, 2023 at Sim Scott 
Community Center, beginning at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Gaskin proceeded with the following observations/remarks: 
 
Mayor Gaskin welcomed Chief Daughtry to his first City Council Meeting.  
 
Thank you to Interim Chief Johnson for your service. 
 
A Town Hall Meeting with the Homeless Coalition will be held in City Hall 
at January 4, 2023 at 5:00 p.m.  
 
Mississippi Municipal League Mid-Winter Conference will be held January 
10 – 12, 2023. 
 
Martin Luther King Jr. Breakfast will be held Monday, January 16, 2023 at 
Lions Hill and is sponsored by MUW, United Way, and EMCC. Following 
the breakfast, Day of Service will be held to collect school supplies for 
Teachers. 

 
B. Board Vacancies 

 
Ms. Jammie Garrett announced vacancies on various boards and 
remarked that no appointments will be made tonight. 

 
  GOLDEN TRIANGLE REGIONAL WASTE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 
  1 Vacancy, 4-Year Term, Julie Goodin’s Term Expires 12/31/2022.  
  Appointments will be made January 3, 2023. 
 

APPLICANTS: 
NONE AT THIS TIME 

 
 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT & APPEALS OF DEVELOPMENT CODE 

1 Vacancy, 4-Year Term, Joey Henderson’s Term Expires 1/15/2023. 
Appointment will be made January 17, 2023 
Applicant must be a registered design professional with architectural or 
structural experience. 
 
APPLICANT: 
NONE AT THIS TIME 
 
TREE BOARD: 
1 Vacancy, 3 Year-Term, Carol Boggess’ Term Expires 2/07/2023. 
Appointment will be made February 7, 2023. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT: 
This information will be added when received. 
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 

A. Thomas G. Velek – Ad Valorem Tax Exemption 
 
Thomas G. Velek came before the Mayor and Council for final approval of Ad 
Valorem Tax Exemption on behalf of TGV Properties for capital improve-
ments made to property located at 322 – 5th Street South, for a 10-year 
period, beginning in 2023.  The notice of intent was approved June 1, 2021. 
Council Member Mickens voiced concerns about such requests and 
suggested caution in the future. Council Member Jones made a motion to 
grant the request of Ad Valorem Tax Exemption for 322 – 5th Street South for 
ten (10) years, beginning in 2023. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0.  
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 
A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 

 
LIVINGSTON RENTAL PROPERTY LLC 
1612 7th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER: 22-0389 Abandoned and Dilapidated Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 22-0389. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Greene made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) 
month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds 
and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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The motion carried 6/0. 
 
PETTYS RENTAL HOUSE 
1206 11th Avenue South LLC 
1206 11th Avenue South 
CASE NUMBER: 22-0391 Burned and Dilapidated Structure  
       
The General Counsel called cause number 22-0391. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James remarked that the property owner 
requested an extension and she recommended a 30-day extension to 
remediate the property. The property was in such a state of uncleanliness as 
to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion give the property owner a 30-day 
extension to remediate the property, and that an Order be issued for the 
property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, stating 
the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) 
more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and 
other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 

 
RAVEN PORTER 
1922 4th Avenue South 
CASE NUMBER:  22-0387 Burned and Dilapidated Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 22-0387. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Mickens seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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The motion carried 6/0. 
 
EDDIE W. SHELTON JR. 
918 6th Street South 
CASE NUMBER:  22-0390 Abandoned and Dilapidated Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 22-0390. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Mickens seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
KATIE HARRIS 
1513 Shepherd Road 
CASE NUMBER:  22-0392 Accumulation of Rubbish and Garbage 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 22-0392. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Mickens seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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MAJOR ANDREWS III 
SHIRLEY ANDREWS AND 
MAJOR ANDREWS IV 
1212 Moss Street 
CASE NUMBER:  20-0295  Property Maintenance Code 
      Violation and Dilapidated Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 20-0295. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Mickens seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
KIMBERLY ANDREWS, MAJOR 
ANDREWS III AND SHIRLEY ANDREWS 
2402 11th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER:  21-0061  Property Maintenance Code 
      Violation and Dilapidated Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 21-0061. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
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a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Mickens seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
BARRCO PROPERTIES INC., AND 
WOODMARK INVESTMENTS LLC 
277 Byrnes Circle 
CASE NUMBER:  22-0386  Accumulation of Rubbish and 
      Garbage 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 22-0386. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Mickens seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer presented eight (8) cases, $250.00 or less for 
adjudication. Council Member Greene made a motion to accept the notices 
for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated 
according to statute. Council Member Jones seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE LIST OF PROPERTIES FOLLOWS: 
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B. Discuss/Approve Municipal Compliance Questionnaire 
 

Jim Brigham, CFO, presented the Annual Municipal Compliance Questionnaire 
that is required for Audit approval. Council Member Greene made a motion to 
approve the Annual Municipal Compliance Questionnaire. Council Member 
Mickens seconded the motion. 

 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
 
THE MUNICIPAL COMPLIANCE QUESTIONNAIRE FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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CLOSED DETERMINATION: 

 Council Member Beard made a motion to go into closed session to determine 
whether it is necessary to go into Executive Session. Council Member Mickens 
seconded the motion.  

 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

  
All members of the public, with the exception of the Mayor, the Council, the  
General Counsel, the COO, the CFO, and the HR Director, exited the meeting. 
 
Mayor Gaskin apprised the Council of two (2) personnel matters and remarked 
that these matters warrant being heard in Executive Session. 

 
Councilwoman Dicicco made a motion to go in Executive Session to discuss two 
(2) personnel matters. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 

       All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
  
      The COO announced to the general public outside the Council Chambers that the  

Council was going into Executive Session to discuss two (2) personnel matters. 
 
 

 OPEN SESSION: 
Council Member Beard made a motion to end the discussion of these matters  
and return to Open Session. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
The COO announced to the general public outside the meeting room that the 
Council was back in Open Session. 
 
The General Counsel announced that the Mayor and Council went in Executive 
Session to discuss two (2) personnel matters, one (1) involving a new hire and 
pay range and the second matter involves the restructure and approval to hire 
lateral police personnel.   
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ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Councilwoman Dicicco moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Greene and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham      

                        CFO/Secretary-Treasurer 

 
 
 

 


