
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
December 20, 2022 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, December 20, 2022 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin 
presided over the meeting via ZOOM and Council Members Mickens, Greene, Jones 
and Dicicco attended the meeting in person. Councilwoman Stewart and Councilman 
Beard participated in the meeting via ZOOM. Also present were the COO, CFO, 
General Counsel, Interim Police Chief, H R Director and all other Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION: 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called upon Pastor James White of 
Redeemer Church, Columbus, MS to offer the Invocation.  
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to adopt the Agenda as presented. 
Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF DECEMBER 6, 2022 AND 
MINUTES FOR THE SPECIAL MEETING OF DECEMBER 15, 2022 
 
Councilwoman Dicicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
December 6, 2022 and Minutes for the Special Meeting of December 15, 2022. 
Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve request to send five (5) CPD Officers/Cadets: Dustin Capps, 
Neosha Dozier, Roderick Clark, Benjamin Perriman and Victor Salter to 
the “Mississippi Delta Community College Law Enforcement Training 
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Academy” in Moorhead, MS, and approve cost of $3,600.00 each for 
tuition and reimbursement of $350.00 each for clothing allowance upon 
graduating from the Academy.  
 

B. Approve request for Mayor Gaskin to attend the Mayor’s Innovation 
Project to be held January 19 – 21, 2023 in Washington, D.C., and 
approve payment of registration, travel and reimbursement of meal 
expenses in a total estimated cost of $1,650.00. 

 

C. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel, Sally Kerstetter, 
to attend “NFPA 1001 I-II Basic Fire Fighter Course” to be held in Pearl, 
MS, and approve payment of $500.00 for registration, $350.00 for travel 
and reimbursement of meal expenses estimated to be $800.00. 
 
 

Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote. 

 

V.  APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
December 20, 2022, in the amount of $587,864.79. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 

 
A. Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any comments/ 

announcements.  
 
Council Member Jones wished City employees and the public a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
Council Member Beard wished City employees and the public a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year and announced that the next State of 
the Ward meeting for Ward IV will be held Monday, December 26, 2022. 
 
Mayor Gaskin proceeded with the following observations/remarks: 
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“On behalf of the Council and myself, we’d like to wish everyone a safe 
and happy holiday season. We ask you to please be mindful when 
celebrating that the City has an Ordinance against setting off fireworks 
within the City limits. We also ask our citizens to be aware of upcoming 
weather conditions, especially if you are traveling.” 
 
Also, we would like to thank Interim Chief Doran Johnson for his service. 
Our new Police Chief, Joseph Daughtry, will be sworn in on December 27, 
at 2:00 p.m. at the Municipal Complex and he’s scheduled to start next 
year. 

 
B. Swearing in of one (1) Fire and Rescue Firefighter 

 

 Kaelan Brownstein 
 

Mayor Gaskin swore in Fire & Rescue Firefighter Kaelan Brownstein as 
the Firefighter recited the Oath of Office. Members of the Fire & Rescue 
Command Staff were present to present Firefighter Brownstein his helmet 
and insignia. Chief Hughes applauded Firefighter Brownstein for having 
the highest academic GPA in his class. 

 
MONTHLY REPORTS 
 
Mayor Gaskin asked the Council if they had any questions for the 
Department Heads.  
 
Council Member Jones asked the Fire Chief questions about individuals 
having access to the old Fire Station on Airline Road and asked him to 
ensure that the building is secured.  
 
Council Member Mickens wished Casey Bush and George Irby a happy 
birthday. 
 

C. Forensic Lab Monthly Report for November 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Forensic Lab for November 2022 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

D. Building Inspection Department Monthly Report for November 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for 
November 2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 
 

E. Public Works Monthly Report for November 2022 
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The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for November 
2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

F. Code Enforcement Monthly Report for November 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for 
November 2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

G. Columbus Fire and Rescue Monthly Report for November 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for 
November 2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

H. Trotter Convention Center/Care & Maintenance Monthly Report for 
November 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Trotter Convention Center/Care 
and Maintenance Department for November 2022 was presented. No 
action was taken. 
 

I. Office of Planning and Community Development Monthly Report for 
November 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Office of Planning and Community 
Development for November 2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

J. Columbus Police Department for November 2022 
 
The Monthly Report for the Columbus Police Department for November 
2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

K. Human Resources Department Monthly Report for November 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Department for 
November 2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

L. Municipal Court Monthly Report for November 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for  2022 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

M. Park and Recreation Monthly Report for November  2022 
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The Monthly Report from the Park and Recreation Department for 
November 2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

N. Garage Monthly Report for November 2022  
 
The Monthly Report from the City Garage for November 2022 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

O. Board Vacancies 
 
Ms. Jammie Garrett announced vacancies on various boards and 
remarked that no appointments will be made tonight. 

 
  GOLDEN TRIANGLE REGIONAL WASTE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 
  1 Vacancy, 4-Year Term, Julie Goodin’s Term Expires 12/31/2022.  
  Appointments will be made January 3, 2023. 
 

APPLICANTS: 
NONE AT THIS TIME 

 
 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT & APPEALS OF DEVELOPMENT CODE 

1 Vacancy, 4-Year Term, Joey Henderson’s Term Expires 1/15/2023. 
Appointment will be made January 17, 2023 
Applicant must be a registered design professional with architectural or 
structural experience. 
 
APPLICANT: 
NONE AT THIS TIME 
 

 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 
A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 

 
MARY L. CHESTON 
2004 7th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER: 22-0382 DILAPIDATED BUILDING 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 22-0382. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
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abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
OCTAVIA E. DICKERSON 
1301 7th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER: 22-0379 DILAPIDATED BUILDING  
       
The General Counsel called cause number 22-0379. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
YOLANDA K. JONES 
KENNETH A. JONES 
425 24th Avenue North 
CASE NUMBER: 22-0377 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 22-0377. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
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abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member 
Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in 
a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Greene seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer presented four (4) cases, $250.00 or less for 
adjudication. Council Member Greene made a motion to accept the notices 
for property clean-up of properties $250.00 and less to be adjudicated 
according to statute. Council Member Jones seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE LIST OF PROPERTIES FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY 
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B. Discuss/Approve the promotion of one (1) Columbus Fire and Rescue 
personnel from Engineer to Captain, effective December 20, 2022 
following approval. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to promote 
Engineer Joe Denton to the position of Captain, with the approved pay 
increase, effective December 20, 2022. Council Member Mickens seconded 
the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

C. Discuss/Approve the promotion of three (3) Columbus Fire and Rescue 
personnel from Firefighter to Engineer, effective December 20, 2022 
following approval. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the request to promote 
Firefighters Joshua Connors, David Tousley and Brandon Wade to position of  
Engineer, with the approved pay increase, effective December 20, 2022. 
Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve City’s Property, Casualty and Liability Insurance 
Renewal for 2023. 
 
Pat Mitchell, H R Director presented the renewal of the City’s Property, 
Casualty and Liability Insurance (Employers Mutual/MMSC Proposal for 
12/31/2022 – 12/31/2023) with Galloway, Chandler, McKinney Insurance and 
Mississippi Municipal Service Company in the amount of $458,649.00. 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the renewal of the City’s 
Property, Casualty and Liability Insurance (Employers Mutual/MMSC 
Proposal for 12/31/2022 – 12/31/2023) with Galloway, Chandler, McKinney 
Insurance and Mississippi Municipal Service Company in the amount of 
$458,649.00. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE LIST OF COVERAGE W/COSTS FOLLOWS: 
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E. Discuss/Approve the payment of $94,236.05 to Waggoner Engineering, 
Inc. for professional services from ARPA funds. 
 
COO Jammie Garrett reported that this invoice was removed from the 
December 6, 2022 Docket of Claims for clarification of what fund it would be 
paid from. Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the payment 
of $94,236.05 to Waggoner Engineering, Inc. for professional services from 
ARPA funds. Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

CLOSED DETERMINATION: 
 Council Member Jones made a motion to go into closed session to determine 

whether it is necessary to go into Executive Session. Council Member Mickens 
seconded the motion.  

 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

  
All members of the public, with the exception of the Mayor, the Council, the  
General Counsel, the COO, the CFO, and the HR Director, exited the meeting. 
 
Mayor Gaskin apprised the Council of one (1) matter involving Negotiation/ 
Prospective Litigation and remarked that this matter warrants being heard in 
Executive Session. 

 
Council Member Jones made a motion to go in Executive Session to discuss one 
(1) Negotiation/Prospective Litigation matter. Councilwoman Dicicco seconded 
the motion. 
 

       All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
  
      The COO announced to the general public outside the Council Chambers that the  

Council was going into Executive Session to discuss one (1) 
Negotiation/Prospective Litigation matter. 

 
 

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Councilwoman Dicicco moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Greene and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham         

             CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/City Clerk 


