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I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
    
II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
    
III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 
     

A. Approve Minutes of November 15, 2022 
 

B. Approve Minutes for Special Meeting of November 22, 2022 
 

C. Approve Minutes of December 1, 2022 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
    
D. Johnson A. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) CPD Officer, effective December 2, 2022. 

D. Hughes B. Approve request for twenty-eight (28) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend a refresher course 
on NREMT Re-certification held at Station 4, Columbus, MS and payment of $3,300.00 to 
Instructor Richard Holloway.  

D. Hughes C. Approve request for 28 Fire and Rescue personnel for MS EMS Certification/Re-certification 
license in the amount of $1,120.00. 

D. Hughes D. Approve request for four (4) Command Staff Fire and Rescue personnel to attend 
“Graduation for Kalean Brownstein (for NFPA 1001 I-II)” to be held at MS Fire Academy in 
Pearl, MS. 

D. Hughes E. Approve request for two (2) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “National Registry EMT 
Certification Course” at EMCC in Mayhew, MS, and approve payment of registration, 
background check, drug screen, and required vaccinations, in the amount of $2,300/ea in a 
total amount of $4,600.00. 

D. Hughes F. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend the “National Registry 
NREMT Exam” in Tuscaloosa, Alabama from December 8 – 22, 2022  and approve 
reimbursement payment in the amount of $98.00.   

J. Dillon G. Approve request for reimbursement for lodging and other expenses in the amount of 
$284.85. 

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS. 
     

A. Approve Docket of Claims for December 6, 2022 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 
    



Meeting of 
The Mayor and City Council 
City of Columbus, MS 
December 6, 2022 
Page 2 

A. Comments from Mayor & Council 

D. Johnson B. Swearing In of two (2) CPD Officers 
 
     *  Dustin Capps 
     *  Neosha Dozier  

J. Garrett C. Board Vacancies 
  

TREE BOARD 
2 Vacancies, 3 Year Terms, Michael Foster and Mildred Monroe Terms Expire 12/03/2022. 
Appointments will be made December 6, 2022.   
No applicants at this time 

  
GOLDEN TRIANGLE REGIONAL 
WASTE MANGEMENT AUTHORITY 
1 Vacancy, 4 Year Term, Julie Goodin's Term Expires 12/31/2022. 
Appointment will be made January 3, 2023. 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 
    
VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
    
S. James A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 

D. Hughes B. Discuss/Approve hiring one (1) Entry Level Firefighter pending successful completion of a pre-
employment physical exam and drug screen. 

R. Bonner C. Discuss/Approve request to fill vacant Custodian position, contingent on successful 
completion of preliminary testing. 

R. Bonner D. Discuss/Approve request to fill City Maintenance Technician position, contingent on 
successful completion of preliminary testing. 

C. Gilman E. Discuss/Approve a sixty (60) month lease of one (1) GC-MS-FID. 

C. Gilman F. Discuss/Approve a Memorandum of Understanding regarding Lowndes County's purchase of 
an Agilent Gas Chromatograph-Mass Spectrometer_8890 GC with 5977C MSD with 
QuickProbe (GCMS)  for the use of the Forensic Lab. 

S. Thompson G. Discuss/Approve Waggonner Engineering, Inc. to apply for the Mississippi Municipality and 
County Water (MCWI) Grant for matching funds using local ARPA fiscal recovery funds.   

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
     

A. Personnel Matters (5) 
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The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, November 15, 2022 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin 
presided over the meeting, and all Council Members were present. Also present were 
the COO, CFO, General Counsel, Interim Police Chief, H R Director and all other 
Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION: 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called upon Minister Natasha 
Sherron Sykes to offer the Invocation.  
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to adopt the Agenda as presented. 
Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 1, 2022 AND 
MINUTES FOR THE SPECIAL MEETINGS OF NOVEMBER 2, 3, 7, 
AND 10, 2022 
 
Councilwoman Dicicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
November 1, 2022 and Minutes for the Special Meetings of November 2, 3, 7, & 
10, 2022. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve request for two (2) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “FDIC 
Conference” to be held April 23 – 20, 2023 in Indianapolis, IN, and 
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approve payment of registration, travel, and reimbursement of meal 
expenses in the estimated amount of $3,540.00. 
 
 

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote. 

 

V.  APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
November 15, 2022, in the amount of $2,523,100.24. Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 

 
A. Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any comments/ 

announcements.  
 
There were no comments from Council Members at this time.  

 
B. Columbus Light and Water ARPA Funding Presentation 

 
Mayor Gaskin requested Dr. Angela Verdell, Director of Columbus Light  

 and Water, and Mr. Rickey Dye, Supervisor over the Water Division, to 
 come forward and receive an ARPA Presentation/Check in the amount of 
 $1,013,500.00. These funds will be 100% matched and awarded by 
 Mississippi Municipality and Water Infrastructure. 

 
Mayor Gaskin offered the following observations/remarks: 
 

 Today is CFO Jim Brigham’s birthday. Everyone present sang “Happy 
Birthday!”  

 
   DATES TO KEEP IN MIND: 

 
 The Turkey Drive, sponsored by Lowndes County Sheriff Department, 

The Columbus Benefit Committee and the City of Columbus is still going 

on. The turkeys will be distributed on Saturday, November 19 at 10:00 
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a.m. at the Soccer Complex. Those receiving a turkey must have a 

Lowndes County I.D.  

 Sheriff Eddie Hawkins and I will have the 2nd Annual Turkey Pardon on 

November 19 at 9:00 a.m. at the Farmers Market.  

 The Hitching Lot Farmer’s Market Holiday Market will be held Saturday, 

November 19 from 9:00 a.m. – noon. 

 Education Town Hall Meeting will be Thursday, November 17 at 5:30 p.m. 

at Columbus Arts Council Omnova Theater. 

 Contact Helpline will recognize its volunteers at a Commissioning 

Ceremony, Thursday, November 17 at Sim Scott from 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 

p.m. A special Thank You to all volunteers. 

 Small Business Saturday will be November 26 from 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 

p.m. in downtown Columbus. I also have signed a proclamation making 

November 26, 2022 Small Business Saturday in Columbus, MS. 

 50 Shades of Fall Festival will be Saturday, November 26 from 10:00 a.m. 

– 4:00 p.m. at Hitching Lot. The Thanksgiving Musical will be held at the 

Trotter Convention Center on the same day beginning at 6:00 p.m. 

Tickets are $30.00 in advance and $35.00 at the door. 

 The Columbus Christmas Parade will be Sunday, December 4th at 3:00 

p.m.  

 
C. Presentation of Commendations to seven (7) CPD Officers 

 
Interim Chief Johnson came forward and presented Certificates of 
Commendation to four (4) Police Officers: Shuntez Clay, Kimberly 
Hayes, Quartez Temple and Shift Supervisor Christopher Smith for 
being proactive, vigilant and observant during a disturbance call, which led 
to the arrest of three (3) suspects for felony possession of drugs and a 
weapon by a convicted felon. This outstanding performance is in keeping 
with the finest Police Tradition of “Protect and Serve” and reflects greatly 
upon these officers, the Columbus Police Department and the City of 
Columbus.   
 
Interim Chief Johnson also presented Certificates of Commendation to 
three (3) Police Officers: Dillard Robinson, Cpl. Jameson Holder and 
Cpl. Glenn Jenkins for being proactive, vigilant and instrumental in a joint 
effort to apprehend an armed suspect, which lead to the capture, seizure 
of a handgun and arrest of a suspect for possession of a weapon by a 
convicted felon and possession of drugs. This outstanding performance is 
in keeping with the finest Police Tradition of “Protect and Serve” and 
reflects greatly upon these officers, the Columbus Police Department and 
the City of Columbus.   
 

D. Columbus Police Department – Announcement of New Police Chief 
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Mayor Gaskin announced the hiring of Police Chief Joseph M. Daughtry, 
Sr. and welcomed him to the City of Columbus. Chief Daughtry came 
forward and thanked the Mayor and Council for the opportunity to serve as 
Chief of the Columbus Police Department and offered positive remarks 
about his anticipation of coming to work and improving the department. 
 
MONTHLY REPORTS 
 
Mayor Gaskin asked the Council if they had any questions for the 
Department Heads.  
 
Council Member Jones asked Assistant Public Works Director Bennie 
Coleman for a list of ditches throughout the City that need to be cleaned 
and the approximate cost.  
 

E. Forensic Lab Monthly Report for October 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Forensic Lab for October 2022 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

F. Building Inspection Department Monthly Report for October 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for October 
2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

G. Code Enforcement Monthly Report for October 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for October 
2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

H. Columbus Fire and Rescue Monthly Report for October 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for 
October 2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

I. Public Works Department Monthly Report for October 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for October 2022 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

J. Columbus Police Department Monthly Report for October 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for October 
2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
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K. Office of Planning and Community Development Monthly Report for 
October 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Office of Planning and Community 
Development for October 2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

L. Garage Monthly Report for October 2022 
 
The Monthly Report for the Garage for October 2022 was presented. No 
action was taken. 
 

M. Human Resources Department Monthly Report for October 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Department for October 
2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

N. Trotter Convention Center Monthly Report for October 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Trotter Convention Center for October 2022 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

O. Municipal Court Monthly Report for October  2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for October 2022 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

P. Parks & Recreation Monthly Report for October 2022  
 
The Monthly Report from the Parks & Recreation Department for October 
2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

Q. Board Vacancies 
 
Ms. Jammie Garrett announced vacancies on various boards. 

 
  CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
  2 Vacancies, 3-Year Term, Jarvis Fenster’s Term Expires 11/19/2022.  
  Appointments will be made November 15, 2022. 
 

APPLICANTS: 

 Jarvis Fenster 

 Lillie Greenlaw 
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Council Member Beard made a motion to reappoint Jarvis Fenster to the 
City Planning Commission for a 3-Year Term, until November 19, 2025. 
Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

1 Vacancy, The Remainder of Kenny Frye’s 4-Year Term Expires 
9/20/2024. 
Kenny Frye resigned September 29, 2022 due to moving outside of the 
city limits. 
Appointment will be made November 15, 2022. 
 
APPLICANT: 

 Robert Ivy 
 

Council Member Beard made a motion to appoint Robert Ivy to the 
Historic Preservation Commission for the remainder of Kenny Frye’s 4-
Year Term, which expires September 20, 2024. Councilwoman Dicicco 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

R. Monthly Financial Report 
 
Jim Brigham, CFO, distributed the Monthly Financial Report, which 
includes the General Fund balance of $5,677,298.08, and is an increase 
of $2,803,530.26 compared to the same time last year.  
 

 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 
A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 

 
GREGORY A. NAYDEN 
602 6th Avenue South 
CASE NUMBER: 22-0365 OVERGROWN LOT 
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The General Counsel called cause number 22-0365. Mr. Nayden appeared 
and stated that the lot had been cleaned. Code Enforcement Officer Sasha 
James stated the property has been remediated by the owner, and it is her 
recommendation to enter the proposed Order under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, finding that this property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and safety of the 
community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the Statute 
allows. Council Member Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-
19-11, and for an Order stating the City may remediate the property with 
respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property 
and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty- four (24) month 
period immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law. Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-19-11 
of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 

 
SAMUEL D. GIVHAN, JR. 
DEBORAH L. GIVHAN 
316 14th Street North 
CASE NUMBER: 22-0362 and 22-0363 DILAPIDATED BUILDING & 
      OVERGROWN LOT 
 
The General Counsel called cause numbers 22-0362 and 22-0363.  Mr. 
Samuel D. Givhan, Jr., property owner, came forward and requested 
additional time to remediate the property. Code Enforcement Officer Sasha 
James concurred with the request and recommended a 45-day extension. 
The property was in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the 
public under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code. Council Member 
Jones made a motion give the property owner a 45-day extension to 
remediate the property, require him to get a building permit and give him 
fourteen (14) days to secure the property to prevent unwanted entrance, and 
that an Order be issued for the property in accordance with Section 21-19-11 
of the Mississippi Code, and for an  Order stating the City may remove 
dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the 
twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass 
and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and other debris no more 
than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member 
Greene seconded the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried 6/0. 
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Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to accept the notices for property 
clean-up of properties $250.00 and less according to statute. Council Member 
Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE LIST OF PROPERTIES FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY 
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B. Discuss/Approve authorizing Stone Real Estate, LLC to convey a 

general utility easement to the City. 
 
General Counsel Turnage reported that the City should have retained an 
easement for sewer and is now authorizing Stone Real Estate, LLC to convey 
a general utility easement to the City. Council Member Jones made a motion 
to authorize Stone Real Estate, LLC to convey a general utility easement to 
the City. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOLLOW: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY 
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C. Discuss/Approve request to hire one (1) Boom Truck Operator, 

contingent on successful completion of preliminary testing 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to hire TITUS WILSON to fill the 
vacant position of Boom Truck Operator at $14.00 per hour, contingent on 
successful completion of preliminary testing. Councilwoman Dicicco 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

 
D. Discuss/Approve obtaining bids for Highway 45 landscape; bed 

materials and labor. 
 

Kevin Stafford, dba Neel-Schaffer, Inc. came before the Mayor and Council 
regarding landscaping options for Highway 45 North, including bed material 
and labor and requested obtaining bids. Mr. Stafford provided pictures and 
renderings of various options of plant, flowers and trees that will require low 
maintenance. Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the request 
to authorize Neel-Schaffer, Inc. to obtain bids for Highway 45 landscape, 
including bed materials and labor. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion. 

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
E. Discuss/Approve obtaining bids for an Annual Maintenance Contract for 

Highway 82. 
 

Kevin Stafford requested to obtain bids for an Annual Maintenance Contract 
for Highway 8e and provided preliminary contract documents and 
specifications for review. Council Member Greene made a motion to approve 
the request to obtain bids for an Annual Maintenance Contract for Highway 
82. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 

 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
F. Discuss/Approve quote for sandblasting and painting the Bullet Trap at 

the Columbus-Lowndes Small Arms Firing Range.  
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Two (2) quotes were provided for sandblasting and painting the Bullet Trap at 
the Columbus-Lowndes Small Arms Firing Range. Council Member Beard 
made a motion to approve the lower quote from Precision Sandblasting and 
Coatings, with the City and County sharing the cost of $2,450.00 each to 
complete this project. Council Member Jones seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve hiring Golden Triangle Planning and Development 
District, Inc. to provide an annexation and redistricting study to 
determine viability for the City of Columbus. 
 
A representative from Golden Triangle Planning and Development District, 
Inc. came before the Mayor and Council to discuss and potential hire GTPDD 
to provide an annexation and redistricting study to determine viability for the 
City of Columbus. The proposed cost for this study is $40,000.00 plus 
$12,500.00 for a redistricting plan. The Council engaged in a lengthy 
discussion of the matter. Council Member Greene made a motion to table this 
request for further discussion. Council Member Beard seconded the motion.  
 
Council Members Greene, Beard and Dicicco voted in favor of the motion to 
table. Council Members Stewart, Mickens and Jones opposed the motion. 
 
Mayor Gaskin voted in favor of tabling the request. 
 
The motion carried 4/3. 
 
 

CLOSED DETERMINATION: 
 Councilwoman Dicicco made a motion to go into closed session to determine 

whether it is necessary to go into Executive Session. Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion.  

 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

  
 All members of the public, with the exception of the Mayor, the Council, the  
 General Counsel, the COO, the CFO, and the HR Director, exited the  
 meeting. 
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Mayor Gaskin apprised the Council of one (1) personnel matter and remarked 
that the matter warranted being heard in Executive Session. 

 
Council Member Greene made a motion to go in Executive Session to discuss 
one (1) personnel matter. Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion. 
 

       All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
  
      The COO announced to the general public outside the Council Chambers that the  

Council was going into Executive Session to discuss one (1) Personnel matter. 
 
 

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Jones moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Beard and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham         

             CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/City Clerk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING  

OF MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 

 

 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Mayor and City Council of the City 

of Columbus will have a special meeting. 

 

The meeting will be held at 1:00 p.m., Tuesday, November 22, 2022 in 

the Mayor’s Conference Room at City Hall, located at 523 Main Street,  

Columbus, MS as Ordered by the Mayor and City Council. 

 

The following topic  will be discussed: 

 

A. Executive Session Matter – Personnel  

 

So Ordered, on this 21st day of November, 2022. 

    

   

    As Determined by the Mayor and City Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



SPECIAL MEETING  
OF MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

OF THE CITY OF  
COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 

 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2022 

1:00 P.M. 
 
 

The Mayor and City Council met in Special Session on Tuesday, November 22, 
2022 at 1:00 p.m. in the City Hall Conference Room on the first floor, located at 
523 Main Street, Columbus, MS. Mayor Keith Gaskin presided over the meeting. 
All Council Members participated in the meeting except Council Member Greene, 
who was absent. Councilwoman Dicicco participated via ZOOM. Also present 
were the General Counsel, COO and H. R. Director.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
 
Mayor Keith Gaskin called the meeting to order.  
 
 

II. CLOSED DETERMINATION 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to go into Closed Determination. 
Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion passed 5/0. 
 
All members of the public, with the exception of the Mayor, the Council, the 
General Counsel, the COO, and the HR Director, exited the meeting. 
 
Mayor Gaskin apprised the Council of one (1) Personnel matter involving 
the hire of an applicant for I. T. and remarked that this matter warrants 
being heard in Executive Session.  
 
 
 



III. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to go in Executive Session to discuss a 
matter involving personnel. Councilwoman Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
The COO announced to the general public outside the meeting room that the 
Council was going into Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter.  
 
PERSONNEL MATTER: 
The Human Resources Director made a report of her additional findings on the 
background of the applicant for I. T. Director. According to the City’s Liability 
Insurance Agent of Record, an employee must complete an application for a 
bond and must also possess a valid driver’s license. At the current time, this 
applicant does not have a valid driver’s license. The H. R. Director was also 
directed to obtain additional information about the applicant; however, was 
unsuccessful without the applicant requesting the information. The Council 
expressed concerns that the H. R. Director had made an offer of employment to 
the next applicant on the list without full consensus from the selection committee. 
The H. R. Director remarked that no additional offers of employment have been 
made to other applicants; she merely contacted the next two (2) applicants to 
determine if they were still interested. Following discussion of this matter, Council 
Member Mickens made a motion to rescind the conditional offer of employment 
for the position of I. T. Director. Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
Councilwoman Dicicco made a motion to make an offer of employment for the 
position of I. T. Director to next ranked applicant, contingent on the successful 
completion of a background check and pre-employment medical exam and drug 
screen. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
The Council then engaged in a discussion of the two (2) Contract I. T. workers 
and agreed that when the new I. T. Director begins working, to end the contract 
of the assistant contract I.T. Representative worker immediately and end the lead 
contract I.T. Representative contract six (6) months following the hire date of the 
new I. T. Director. 



 
 OPEN SESSION: 

Council Member Beard made a motion to end the discussion of this matter and 
return to Open Session. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
The COO announced to the general public outside the meeting room that the 
Council was back in Open Session. 
 
The General Counsel announced that the Mayor and Council went in Executive 
Session to discuss the vacant position of I. T. Director and voted to rescind the 
conditional offer of employment of the first applicant and to offer employment to 
the next applicant on the list, contingent on successful completion of background 
check, pre-employment medical exam and drug screen.  

 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Jones moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Councilwoman Dicicco and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 
 
 

 Approved by:             
                Keith Gaskin, Mayor        James “Jim” Brigham 

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer 
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SPECIAL MEETING 

THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 

 

Thursday, December 1, 2022 

11:30 a.m. 
 

 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Mayor and City Council of the City 

of Columbus will have a special meeting. 

 

The meeting will be held at approximately 11:30 a.m., Thursday, 

December 1, 2022, in the Mayor’s Conference Room of City Hall, located at 

523 Main Street.  

 

The following topic(s) will be discussed: 

 

A. Executive Session Matters 

 

 

 

So Ordered, on this 30
th

 day of November, 2022 
    

   

    As Determined by the Mayor and City Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPECIAL MEETING 

THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 

 

Thursday, December 1, 2022 

11:30 a.m.  
(Following the Work Session) 

 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Special Session on Thursday, December 1, 
2022 at approximately 11:30 a.m. in the City Hall Conference Room on the first 
floor, located at 523 Main Street, Columbus, MS. Mayor Keith Gaskin presided 
over the meeting. All Council Members participated in the meeting, along with 
General Counsel Turnage, the COO, CFO and the H. R. Director.  

 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 

 
Mayor Keith Gaskin called the meeting to order. 
 
Mayor Gaskin remarked that the purpose of this meeting to apprise the Council 
on the potential sale of municipal property.  
 
 

II. CLOSED DETERMINATION 
 
Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to go into Closed Determination to 
determine if it is necessary to go into Executive Session. Council Member 
Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion passed 6/0. 
 
All members of the public, with the exception of the Mayor, the Council, the 
General Counsel, the COO, the CFO, and the HR Director, exited the meeting. 
 
Mayor Gaskin apprised the Council of the prospective sell of real property and 
remarked that these matters warrant being heard in Executive Session. 
 



Councilwoman Stewart made a motion to go in Executive Session to discuss the 
prospective sell of real property. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 

       All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
 
The COO announced to the general public outside the Council Chambers that 
the Council was going into Executive Session to discuss the prospective sell of 
real property 
 
 

III. PROSPECTIVE SELL OF REAL PROPERTY 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
Prospective Sell #1: 
Mayor Gaskin discussed the request made by APEX Ammunition to purchase the  
Maxxim Medical building that is owned by the City and Lowndes County. 
Lowndes County Board of Supervisors discussed the request on November 30, 
2022 and voted in favor of selling the structure. Council Member Jones made a 
motion to authorize the City Attorney and Lowndes County Attorney to negotiate 
a price with the potential purchaser, taking into consideration depreciation. 
Councilwoman seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Prospective Sell #2: 
The second Prospective sell of real property matter involves the old Fire Station 
Number 4, located on Airline Road. A non-profit organization is interested in 
purchasing the structure for an undetermined amount. Councilwoman Dicicco 
made a motion sell the property and authorize the City Attorney to negotiate the 
terms. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
The Mayor and Council then engaged in discussion of Tiny Houses and a 
Warming Station in Columbus and took no action. 
 
 
 
 



 OPEN SESSION: 
Council Member Jones made a motion to end the discussion of these matters  
and return to Open Session. Councilwoman Dicicco seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
The COO then announced to the general public outside the meeting room that 
the Council was back in Open Session. 
 
The General Counsel announced that the Mayor and Council went in Executive 
Session to discuss the prospective sell of real property and authorized him to 
negotiate a price.  
 

 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, the Mayor announced that the meeting was 

ADJOURNED. 

 
 
 
 

 Approved by:             
                Keith Gaskin, Mayor        James “Jim” Brigham 

          CFO/Secretary-Treasurer 
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Derelict Property

 Code Enforcement Division
 December 6, 2022



Derelict Property

• Case No. 22-0373
• Hilda Fox
• 1801 3rd Avenue South
• Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage



Derelict Property

•  Case No. 22-0375
•  Oliver Miller
•  College Street (Lot)
•  Accumulation of Rubbish & Garbage





CITY OF COLUMBUS
POST OFFICE BOX 1408

COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 39703

MAYOR
    KEITH GASKIN.

CITY COUNCIL
ETHEL STEWART
JOSEPH W. MICKENS, SR.
RUSSELL GREENE
PIERRE D. BEARD, SR.
STEPHEN JONES
JACQUELINE DICICCO

CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER
      JAMMIE GARRETT

CFO/SECRETARY-TREASURER
      JAMES “Jim” BRIGHAM

INTERIM POLICE CHIEF 
DORAN JOHNSON

FIRE CHIEF
DUANE HUGHES

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR
       PATRICIA S. MITCHELL

PT DIRECTOR OF PLANNING &      
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
       GEORGE IRBY

December 1, 2022

Mayor Keith Gaskin
and Members of the City Council
City of Columbus, MS

Dear Mayor and Council Members:

Rogena Bonner, Director of the Trotter Convention Center and City Property Manager, 
and I have interviewed applicants for the full-time position of Custodian. This position 
has been vacant since September 2021. This applicant will perform custodial duties at 
City Hall, the Strip Mall and the Convention Center when needed. We have conducted a 
background check and taken into consideration the revised recruitment policy and have 
explained the Nepotism Policy to the applicant. We recommend that you hire 

 to fill this position AT $12.50 per hour, contingent on successful 
completion of a pre-employment drug screen and medical exam.

Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

/s/ Patricia Mitchell

Patricia Mitchell
Human Resources Director

/s/ Rogena Bonner

Rogena Bonner
Director of the Trotter Convention Center
and City Property Manager



CITY OF COLUMBUS
POST OFFICE BOX 1408

COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 39703

MAYOR
    KEITH GASKIN.

CITY COUNCIL
ETHEL STEWART
JOSEPH W. MICKENS, SR.
RUSSELL GREENE
PIERRE D. BEARD, SR.
STEPHEN JONES
JACQUELINE DICICCO

CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER
      JAMMIE GARRETT

CFO/SECRETARY-TREASURER
      JAMES “Jim” BRIGHAM

INTERIM POLICE CHIEF 
DORAN JOHNSON

FIRE CHIEF
DUANE HUGHES

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR
       PATRICIA S. MITCHELL

PT DIRECTOR OF PLANNING &      
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
       GEORGE IRBY

December 1, 2022

Mayor Keith Gaskin
and Members of the City Council
City of Columbus, MS

Dear Mayor and Council Members:

Rogena Bonner, Director of the Trotter Convention Center and City Property Manager, 
and I have interviewed applicants for the full-time position of City Maintenance 
Technician. This applicant will fill the position of a retiring employee that has been 
employed for 38 years and will be tasked with performing a variety of routine and semi-
skilled maintenance duties, including minor plumbing, carpentry and electrical work at 
the Convention Center and City facilities, when necessary. We have conducted a 
background check, have also taken into consideration the revised recruitment policy 
and have explained the Nepotism Policy to the applicant. We recommend that you hire 

 to fill this position at $16.64 per hour, contingent on 
successful completion of a pre-employment drug screen and medical exam.

Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

/s/ Patricia Mitchell

Patricia Mitchell
Human Resources Director

/s/ Rogena Bonner

Rogena Bonner
Director of the Trotter Convention Center
and City Property Manager









 

1313335 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Columbus, Mississippi (City)operates a Crime Laboratory for 

the testing of certain substances that are part of a criminal investigation and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Lowndes County Sheriff’s Department and the local drug task force 

utilizes the services of this laboratory in performing their duties, and 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s Crime Laboratory (Lab) is in need of an instrument that will 

make the process of analyzing substances more efficient, 

 

FOR AND IN CONSIDERATION of the mutual promises and obligations set forth 

below, the City of Columbus (City) and Lowndes County (County) hereby enter into the 

following agreement: 

 

(1) County will purchase an Agilent Gas Chromatograph-Mass Spectrometer_8890 

GC with 5977C MSD with QuickProbe (GCMS)  for the use of the Lab. 

 

(2) County will retain ownership of this GCMS. Possession and use of the instrument 

will be exclusively that of the Lab. 

 

(3) The Lab shall be wholly responsible for the maintenance of this instrument.  The 

County shall purchase a one-year warranty to begin on the date of purchase of the GCMS.  

 

(4) Upon delivery to the City of the GCMS, the City shall validate the GCMS. 

Beginning on the date of validation of the GCMS by the City and for a period one year 

thereafter, the City shall provide the County GCMS Controlled Substances Official Reports not 

later than six months after delivery by the County to the Lab of the substance to be analyzed.   

 

(5) After the expiration of the one year period from the date of validation, the Lab 

shall provide Controlled Substances Official Reports to the County not later than four months 

after delivery by the County to the Lab of the substance to be analyzed. 

 

(6) The Lab shall analyze seized drugs submitted by the County in its usual and 

customary manner consistent with the Recommendations of the Scientific Working Group for the 

Analysis of Seized Drugs (SWGDRUG).  When a large number of dosage units are submitted 

from a single seizure, the Lab will test a number of dosage units to determine if the drugs are 

illegal.  If the dosage units tested are found to be illegal, then the Lab will analyze as many 

dosage units as are required to prove a felony with the highest criminal punishment that might be 

adjudicated by a Court from the amount of dosage units seized in that seizure.  If the Director of 

the Lab has what is perceived to be a conflict of interest or a concern about potential bias, the 

Director shall notify the Sheriff of the issue and if the Sheriff still wants the Lab to proceed in 

the face of the perceived conflict, then the Lab will proceed to test the samples submitted. 
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(7) The Lab shall be free to utilize the GCMS for analysis of substances delivered to 

the Lab by the City and other agencies.  The City’s Lab shall be free to charge for such GCMS 

analysis and retain any and all fees and expenses resulting therefrom. 

 

(8) This agreement shall not be modified except in writing and executed by the 

parties herein. 

 

Agreed to: 

 

 

CITY OF COLUMBUS    COUNTY OF LOWNDES 

 

 

 

BY:__________________________   BY:________________________________ 

 It’s Mayor      It’s Board of Supervisor’s President 

 

Date:__________________________  Date:________________ 
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