
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
SEPTEMBER 20, 2022 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, September 20, 2022 
at 5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin 
presided over the meeting, and all Council Members were present except Council 
Member Beard, who participated in the meeting via ZOOM. Also present were the COO, 
General Counsel, Interim Police Chief, H R Director and all other Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION: 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called upon George Irby to offer 
the Invocation. 
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to approve the Agenda as prepared, 
with one (1) amendment, add Item “H” to the Consent Agenda. Council Member 
Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 6, 2022. 
 
Council Member Dicicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting 
of September 6, 2022. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

A. Approve permit request submitted by Bobby Sanders, on behalf of First 
Baptist Church and Missionary Union Baptist Church, to host a “Trunk or 
Treat” to be held on October 30, 2022, from 4:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. at 
1207 5th Avenue North, blocking 5th Avenue North at 12th Street North and 
13th Street North. 
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B. Approve permit request submitted by Metyor Harris, on behalf of Shiloh 
Full Gospel M. B. Church, to host a “Church Fellowship” to be held on 
October 15, 2022, from 11:00 a.m. until 6:15 p.m. See attached map. 
 

C. Approve permit request submitted by Tiffany Jefferson, on behalf of 
Columbus High School, to host a “Homecoming Parade” to be held on 
October 20, 2022, from 12:00 p.m. until 1:15 p.m. See attached map. 

 

D. Approve permit request submitted by Sean Harrison, on behalf of Heritage 
Academy, to host a “2022 Homecoming Parade” to be held on September 
29, 2022, from 12:00 p.m. until 1:15 p.m. See attached map. 

 

E. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Clayton Aldridge, to 
attend “Bus Extrication” to be held in Tuscaloosa, AL at no cost to the City. 

 

F. Accept letter of resignation from Public Works Department employee, 
Anthony Williams, effective September 15, 2022, and authorize the HR 
Director to begin the normal recruitment process. 

 

G. Approve request for Municipal Court Administrator, Wendy Blunt, to attend 
the Municipal Court Clerks Training course, to be held on September 21, 
2022 in Oxford, MS, at no cost to the City. 

 

H. Approve request for General Counsel to work with George Irby to perform 
title work on properties in the Blight Elimination program. 

 

Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented, with the one (1) amendment, add Item “H.” Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion. The Mayor called for discussion, and there being none, all 
Council Members voted in favor of same, with a unanimous vote. 

 

V.  APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS: 
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
September 20, 2022, in the amount of $506,370.55. Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion, followed by discussion of some invoices on the docket. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA: 

 
A. Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any comments/ 

announcements. Council Member Beard announced that the next State of 
the Ward meeting will be held Monday, September 26, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. 
at Sim Scott Community Center and invited the public to attend. 

 
Mayor Gaskin offered the following observations/remarks: 
 

 Mayor Gaskin began by reading an excerpt from the Constitution 
Week Proclamation:  
 
WHEREAS: September 17, 2022 marks the two hundred and thirty-
fifth anniversary of the drafting of the Constitution of the United 
States of America by the Constitutional Convention; and 
 
WHEREAS: Public Law 915 guarantees the issuing of a 
proclamation each year by the President of the United States of 
America designating September 17-23 as Constitution Week. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE I, Keith Gaskin, by virtue of the authority 
vested in me as Mayor of the City of Columbus, do hereby proclaim 
the week of September 17 – 23 as CONSTITUTION WEEK 
 
AND ask our citizens to reaffirm the ideals the Framers of the 
Constitution had in 1787 by vigilantly protecting the freedoms 
guaranteed to us through this guardian of our liberties, 
remembering that lost rights may never be regained. 
 

 I’d like to thank the Pick-It-Up Possum Town committee, volunteers, 
and community members who helped with the 2nd PIUPT event that 
was held Saturday, September 17. I’d also like to thank Columbus 
Parks and Recreation for hosting Family Movie Night, Saturday 
night, September 17. 
 

 Thanks to everyone who donated their time, resources, energy and 
talents to the Water Drive held earlier this month. The 18-wheeler 
made it safely to Jackson and we thank the community for their 
support. 

 

 DATES AND EVENTS TO REMEMBER: 
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 Downtown Art Walk will be held Friday, September 23, at 5:30 p.m. 

 The Seven Avenue Heritage Festival will be held September 30 – 
October 1, 2022. 

 Burns Bottom Art Festival will be held October 1, 2022. 

 Columbus Arts Council Oktoberfest Run and Fun will be held 
October 1, 2022. 

 Prayer Concert will be held October 15, 2022 at the Soccer 
Complex. 

 Columbus High School Homecoming parade will be Thursday, 
October 20, 2022 at 5:00 p.m., followed by a Community Pep Rally 
on the football field at 6:00 p.m. 

 All Inclusive Obstacle Course sponsored by Rowdy Foundation will 
be held at the Soccer Complex on October 22, 2022 at 9:00 a.m.  

 MUW Welty Weekend begins October 28, 2022. 

 Columbus Parks and Recreation will host Fall Festival on October 
29, 2022. More details coming. 
 

B. Swearing in of one (1) Fire and Rescue Firefighter 
 

 Josh Nolt 
 

Mayor Gaskin swore in Fire & Rescue Firefighter Josh Nolt as the 
firefighter recited the Oath of Office. Members of the Fire & Rescue 
Command Staff were present to present Firefighter Nolt his helmet and 
insignia. 

 
C. Recognition of the Columbus Braves (ages 7 and under) for winning 

the Grand Slam Sports Tournament in Winona, Mississippi 
 
Greg Lewis, Director of Parks and Recreation, came forward and 
recognized the Columbus Braves’ 5 – 7 year olds T-Ball and Coach Pitch 
team for winning the Grand Slam Sports Tournament, held in Winona, MS. 
Mr. Lewis thanked the coaches, parents and each player for their 
sportsmanship and presented Commendation Award Ribbons to each 
player. The Coaches are Orlando Smith, Trey Blunt and Leroy Wilson. 
 

D. Recognition of Court Administrator Wendy Blunt’s swearing in as 
Mississippi Municipal Court Clerks Association President for the 
2022-2024 term 
 
Jammie Garrett, COO, congratulated Wendy Blunt, Municipal Court 
Administrator, for being appointed to serve as President of the Mississippi 
Municipal Court Clerks Association for the 2022-2024 term. 
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MONTHLY REPORTS: 
Mayor Gaskin asked the Council if they had any questions for the 
Department Heads.  
 
Council Member Dicicco requested an update on crime statistics. Interim 
Doran Johnson came forward and reported that during the past weekends 
since he has been Interim Chief, it has been a little calmer with less major 
crimes occurring. There are still many automobile burglaries and that is 
attributed to the fact that people are leaving them unlocked and 
contributing to easy access. No action was taken. 
 

E. Building Inspection Monthly Report for August 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection for August 2022 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

F. Forensic Lab Monthly Report for August 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Forensic Crime Lab for August 2022 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

G. Columbus Fire and Rescue Department Monthly Report for August 
2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for 
August 2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

H. Code Enforcement Monthly Report for August 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for August 
2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

I. Columbus Police Department Monthly Report for August 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for August 
2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

J. Planning & Community Development Monthly Report for August 
2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Planning & Community Development 
Department for August 2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

K. Public Works Department Monthly Report for August 2022 
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The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for August 2022 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

L. Parks and Recreation Department Monthly Report for August 2022 
 
The Monthly Report for the Parks and Recreation Department for August 
2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

M. Human Resources Department Monthly Report for August 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Human Resources Department for August 
2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

N. Municipal Court Monthly Report for August 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from Municipal Court for August 2022 was presented. 
No action was taken. 
 

O. City Garage Monthly Report for August 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the City Garage for August 2022 was presented. 
No action was taken. 
 

P. Trotter Convention Center/Care & Maintenance/Friendship Cemetery 
Monthly Report for August 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Director of the Trotter Convention Center/ 
City Property Manager/Friendship Cemetery for August 2022 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

Q. Mr. Stephen Thompson, Waggoner Engineering Update 
 
Mr. Stephen Thompson, dba Waggoner Engineering Firm, came forward 
and thanked the Mayor and Council for the opportunity to come and give 
an update on activities that we’ve been pursuing this year. Initially, 
Waggoner Engineering was granted two (2) tasks orders: The first task 
order was the one Needs Assessment, in which we identified the needs of 
the City, Crime areas and dilapidated housing. We sent two (2) proposals 
to Senator Wicker’s office and Senator Cynde Hyde Smith’s for the crime 
initiative project and dilapidated housing project and anticipated receiving 
funds for both projects, but learned that we did not receive any funding for 
the crime initiative. We will be appropriated funding for the dilapidated 
housing project. We are trying to get funding for the NRCS project, $2 
million dollars for the storm water plan.  Joseph Page, Project Engineer 
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with Waggoner Engineering, identified the Northside Project, which spans 
from Hwy. 82 to College and has inadequate drainage or no drainage. 
This project is in the conceptual stage. We will establish areas where we 
can realign drainage areas and ditches, can add some curbs and gutters. 
The other project is near College Street, which has the same or very 
similar problem. Members of the Council asked questions. No action was 
taken. Mayor Gaskin thanked them for the update. 
 

R. COLUMBUS-LOWNDES COUNTY LIBRARY BOARD 
 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Clyde Hollis’ Term Expires 9/30/2022. 
Appointment will be made October 4, 2022. 
 
APPLICANT: 

 Jerry Fortenberry 
 
  CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
  2 Vacancies, 3-Year Terms, Chuck Bigelow’s and MacArthur Inge’s Terms  
  Expire on 10/04/2022. 
  Appointments will be made October 4, 2022. 
 
  APPLICANTS: 

 Chuck Bigelow 

 MacArthur Inge 
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA: 
 
A. Ms. Nicole Clinkscales, Maintenance & Upkeep Issues for Sandfield and 

Union Cemeteries 
 
Ms. Nicole Clinkscales came before the Mayor and Council regarding 
Maintenance and Upkeep Issues for Sandfield and Union Cemeteries. Her 
concerns about Sandfield Cemetery (located on the east side of the street) 
are overgrowth and lack of maintenance. Sandfield Cemetery (located on the 
west side of Martin Luther King Jr. Street) is a national, historic cemetery with 
a national marker located in the cemetery. Ms. Clinkscales suggested that the 
City have a black wrought iron fence installed around this historic cemetery. 
Ms. Clinkscales’ concern about Union Cemetery is that ingress and egress is  
and overgrown. General Counsel Turnage remarked that Mayor Gaskin and 
he have discussed Eminent Domain and he has directed us to search the title 
to determine who the owner of the cemetery on the east side of MLK. 
Sandfield Cemetery, east side, and Union Cemetery is privately owned and 
Friendship Cemetery is owned by the City. Ms. Penny Law, Paralegal at 
Mitchell, McNutt & Sams Law Firm, came forward and stated that she has 
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reviewed the land deeds and her findings resulted that Sandfield Cemetery 
west was deeded to the City in 1854, which is ten (10) acres. The east side 
was part of the Marks & Heard Subdivision. Then it was deeded to Mr. Irvin in 
1919 and he made a plat of the cemetery that went to Dill & Norris. Later on, 
part of that was deeded to Prince Edwards and family. What was left is the 
Sandfield Cemetery. I have not found another deed, nothing showing proof 
that the cemetery, approximately four (4) acres, was deeded to the City of 
Columbus. Counsel Turnage remarked that if the City wants to condemn the 
cemetery and take it by Eminent Domain, when Ms. Law completes her title 
work, the list the legal description will be presented to the court.  
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA: 
 

A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 
 
RAAVI PROPERTIES LLC 
1207 Hwy. 45 North 
CASE NUMBER:  22-0216    RUBBISH/GARBAGE 
 

    The General Counsel called cause number 22-0216. No one appeared.  
 Code Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been 
remediated by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the 
proposed Order under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding 
that this property was in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace 
to the public health and safety of the community.  This Order should 
provide for such re-entry as the Statute allows.  Council Member Greene 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11, and for an Order 
stating the City may remediate the property with respect to cutting grass 
and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no 
more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period 
immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law.  Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Stewart seconded the 
motion. 

 
      All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
      The motion carried 6/0. 
 

TEMPLE T. HENDERSON 
c/o Leon H. Maclennan 
16954 Avenida De Santa Ynez 
Pacific Palisade, CA  90273 
CASE NUMBER:  22-0230    OVERGROWN LOT 
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    The General Counsel called cause number 22-0230. No one appeared.   

Code Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been 
remediated by the owner, and it is her recommendation to enter the 
proposed Order under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding 
that this property was in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace 
to the public health and safety of the community.  This Order should 
provide for such re-entry as the Statute allows.  Council Member Greene 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11, and for an Order 
stating the City may remediate the property with respect to cutting grass 
and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no 
more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period 
immediately following the Order, with further notice to the owner as 
required by law.  Costs are to be assessed as allowed under Section 21-
19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Stewart seconded  the 
motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
JOAN M. ESTES 
1521 Shepherd Road 
CASE NUMBER:  22-0240    OVERGROWN LOT 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 22-0240. No one appeared. 
Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, remarked that the property was 
in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under 
Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and 
Council to adjudicate the property as such and that an Order be entered to 
such effect, requested immediate abatement and that an Order be 
issued for the property. Council Member Greene made a motion in 
accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an 
Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated 
fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and 
removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve 
(12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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B. Discuss/Approve recommendations from the September 12, 2022 
Planning Commission meeting 
 
Permitted Use Request P/U 22-15 
 
On behalf of Eryn Jackson 
2322 Highway 45 North, Suite 2 
Tax Parcel 57W05-02-00101 
C-3 Highway Commercial District 
 
Request to establish a child daycare 
 
The Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval of 
request to operate a child daycare from this location.  
 
Council Member Jones moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to 
allow the operation of a child daycare be approved by Council. Council 
Member Mickens seconded the motion. Building Official, Kenney Wiegel, 
stated that there were no objections to this request.  There followed 
discussion, consideration, and review by the Council of the issues and 
facts presented by this request and the action taken by the City of 
Columbus Planning Commission.  

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

C. Discuss/Approve entering a Standard Memorandum of 
Understanding between the Mississippi Bureau of Narcotics (Region 
and District) and the Columbus Police Department 
 
Interim Chief Doran Johnson came forward and apprised the Mayor and 
Council of the purpose of this MOU, which permits MBN (Regional and 
District) to collaborate with the City of Columbus in times of emergencies 
to offer assistance. Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve 
the Memorandum of Understanding between the Mississippi bureau of 
Narcotics (Region and District) and the Columbus Police Department.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE MOU FOLLOWS: 
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D. Discuss/Approve rejection of the sole Bid in the amount of 

$3,550,694.00 and readvertisement for Bids for Propst Park Youth 
Baseball Field Improvements. 
 
Kevin Stafford, dba Neel-Schaffer, Inc., came forward and recommended 
rejecting the sole Bid in the amount of $3,550,694.00 for Propst Park 
Youth Baseball Field Improvements. He has a meeting 9/28/2022 with 
CL&W and will consider some other options to curtail cost, such as 
lighting, different phases, etc. NSI only received one bid. Two (2) potential 
bidders are busy with other projects and could not devote time to this 
project. If the City waits until spring 2023, we may receive additional bids 
and potential competitive costs. Council Member Beard made a motion to 
reject the bid for Propst Park Youth Baseball Field Improvements at a bid 
price of $3,550,694.00. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
 
CLOSED DETERMINATION: 

 Council Member Jones made a motion to go into closed session to determine 
whether it is necessary to go into Executive Session. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion.  

  
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

  
 The motion carried 6/0. 
 

All members of the public, with the exception of the Mayor, the Council, the 
General Counsel, the COO, the Police Chief, and the HR Director, exited the 
meeting. 
 
Mayor Gaskin apprised the Council of one (1) Personnel matter involving the job 
performance of an employee in the Public Works Department and remarked that 
this matter warrants being heard in Executive Session 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to go in Executive Session to discuss one 
(1) Personnel matter. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 

       All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
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      The COO announced to the general public outside the Council Chambers that the  
Council was going into Executive Session to discuss one (1) Personnel matter. 

 
 

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
PERSONNEL MATTER (1) 

The matter of personnel to come before the Mayor and City Council involves the 
job performance of an employee in the Public Works Department. Public Works 
Director, Casey Bush, reported that Employee I. D. Number 1499 failed to report 
to work on Monday, September 12, 2022 and did not call him immediate 
supervisor. Later that evening, his immediate supervisor was informed that Mr. 
Williams would not be coming back and had found employment elsewhere. Mr. 
Bush recommended that his employment with the City of Columbus be 
terminated. Council Member Jones made a motion to accept the Public Works 
Director’s recommendation to terminate Employee I. D. Number 1499 for failure 
to show up for work. Council Member Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, with the exception of Council 
Member Beard, who had signed off ZOOM. 
 
The motion carried 5/1. 
 

 OPEN SESSION: 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to end the discussion of these matters  
and return to Open Session. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 5/1. 
 
The COO announced to the general public outside the meeting room that the 
Council was back in Open Session. 
 
The General Counsel announced that the Mayor and Council went in Executive 
Session to discuss one (1) personnel matter involving the job performance of an 
employee in the Public Works Department and voted to terminate his 
employment with the City of Columbus for failure to report for work.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MINUTES OF THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
SEPTEMBER 20, 2022 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Jones moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Stewart and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham         

             CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/City Clerk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 


