
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
 

JUNE 21, 2022 
5:00 P.M. 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, June 21, 2022 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin presided 
over the meeting, and all Council Members were present. Also present were the 
General Counsel, the CFO, the COO, Police Chief, Assistant Police Chief, HR Director, 
and all other Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATIION 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called upon Mr. George Irby, 
Member of Missionary Union Baptist Church, Columbus, MS, to offer the 
Invocation. 
 
Mayor Gaskin asked that we pause for a moment of silence in memory of Mr. 
Johnny Prude, a Columbus Light & Water Department employee who recently 
passed away. Let’s keep his family, friends and CL&W in prayer. 
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
Council Member Beard requested that Item “F” on the Consent Agenda be 
moved to Executive Session for discussion. 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to adopt the Agenda as amended. 
Council Member Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
Council Member Dicicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting 
of June 7, 2022. Council Member Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
A. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Josh Boyer and Eric Minga 

to attend “NFPA 1031 Fire Inspector” course to be held in Jackson, MS and 
approve payment of $1,770.00 for registration, $150.00 for travel and 
reimbursement of meal expenses. 
 

B. Approve request to send CPD Officer KeShawn Adams to the “Mississippi 
Delta Community College Law Enforcement Training Academy” in Moorhead, 
MS and approve cost of tuition of $3,600.00 that will be reimbursed, and 
clothing required by the academy. The clothing allowance is not to exceed 
$350.00 and will be reimbursed upon completion of the academy. 

 

C. Approve permit request submitted by Linda Neal to host a “Speaking” to be 
held on June 26, 2022 from 2:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. in Sim Scott Park. 

 

D. Ratify permit request submitted by Ethel Stewart, on behalf of Zion Gate 
Church Community Outreach Program, to host a “Community Outreach 
Program” that was held on June 18, 2022 from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m., 
blocking 5th Street South from 12th Avenue South to 13th Avenue South. 

 

E. Ratify permit request submitted by Betty Kelly, Suretha Johnson and Jocelyn 
Stewart to host “Birthday and Juneteenth” that was held on June 18, 2022 
from 3:30 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. blocking 26th Street North from 4th Avenue 
North to 5th Avenue North. 

 

F. THIS ITEM WAS MOVED TO EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
 

G. Accept letter of retirement from CPD Officer, Ronald E. Richardson, effective 
June 30, 2022 and approve purchase of his service weapon at the price of 
$10.00. 

 

H. Accept letter of retirement from CPD Director of Training, Elizabeth Patrick, 
effective June 30, 2022. 

 

I. Approve request from HR Director, Patricia Mitchell, to attend the “44th Annual 
Phelps Dunbar Mississippi Employment Law” seminar, to be held at the 
Centennial Plaza in Gulfport, MS, and approve payment of $359.98 for 
lodging, $264.51 for travel and reimbursement of meal expenses. 
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J. Approve request to rescind the measure for Reclaiming Our Youth to fund 
Building Bridges of Hope for food/food services and approve the expenditure 
of $3,750.00 to United Way as restricted funds. 

 

Council Member Stewart made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
amended. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. The Mayor called 
for discussion, and their being none, all Council Members voted in favor of 
same, with a unanimous vote. 
 

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS FOR JUNE 21, 2022 
 
Council Member  Stewart made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
June 21, 2022, in the amount of $477,103.98. Council Member Jones seconded 
the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA 
 

A. Mayor Gaskin asked the Council Members if they had any comments/ 
announcements. There were none. 

 
Mayor Gaskin offered the following observations/remarks: 

 

 I would like to thank Supervisor Leroy Brooks and the Juneteenth Festival 
Committee for all the wonderful events this past weekend.  

 Thank you to the coordinators of the Mississippi Governor’s School being 
held at MUW along with camps at MSMS, EMCC, CMSD, YMCA and all 
the summer programs and events sponsored by non-profits, churches and 
various groups and organizations. I would like to add that the Mission 
Acceleration program has about a dozen participants and the Reclaiming 
Our You initiative is coming along nicely as well. 

 Mayor Gaskin reminded everyone of the heat and asked them to look out 
for each other; especially the elderly, little ones and pets and stay well 
hydrated and cool. 

 A special thank you to our Public Works team, Police Department and Fire 
Department who are tasked with working in this heat daily. 

 The Council won’t meet again until after the 4th of July holiday, so please 
be careful as you enjoy time with family and friends. REMINDER: shooting 
fireworks in the City limits is prohibited. A community event: Fireworks on 
the Water, will be held on Friday, July 1st at the Lock and Dam. The gates 
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will open at 5:00 p.m. with the fireworks show to begin at 9:00 p.m. There 
will be food and entertainment. This event is open to the public. 

 Thank you Visit Columbus and Columbus Cultural Heritage Foundation in 
partnership with the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, CAFB, the City of 
Columbus and Lowndes County. Also, this weekend, we will have The 
Southside Blues Festival. Gates open at 5:00 p.m. on July 1 at Townsend 
Park and 11:00 a.m. on Saturday. There will be food and lots of great 
entertainment. A Special Thank You to the Southside Festival Committee 
for putting this event together. 

 
B. Presentation of Commendations to four (4) CPD Officers 

 

 Darnell Madison 

 Johnny Branch 

 Jevarcus Gooch 

 Justin Robinson 
 

Chief Shelton came forward and recognized the four (4) officers above 
and presented them a certification of commendation for the team effort in 
the capture and arrest of a suspect for the sexual enticement of a minor. 
Their dedication to duty, selfless service, training and outstanding 
professional ability contributed to the successful apprehension of a 
suspect before physical harm could be done to a minor. 
 
MONTHLY REPORTS: 
Mayor Gaskin asked the Council if they had any questions for the 
Department Heads. 
 

C. Monthly Report from the Forensic Lab for May 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Forensic Lab for May 2022 was presented. 
No action was taken. 
 

D. Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for May 
2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for May 
2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

E. Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire & Rescue Department for 
May 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire & Rescue Department for 
May 2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
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F. Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for May 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for May 2022 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

G. Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for May 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for May 2022 
was presented. Chief Shelton reported that 106 tickets were written for the 
month and ten (10) were retired to the file. 
 

H. Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for May 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for May 2022 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

I. Monthly Report from the Recreation Department for May 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Recreation Department for May 2022 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

J. Monthly Report from the Office of Planning & Community 
Development for May 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Office of Planning & Community 
Development for May 2022 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

K. Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for May 2022 
 
The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for May 2022 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

L. Board Vacancies 
 
Jammie Garrett, COO, announced vacancies on various boards and 
remarked that two (2) appointments are scheduled to be made tonight. 
Applicants were invited to appear before the Mayor and Council to discuss 
their credentials. 
 
COLUMBUS HOUSING AUTHORITY 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Willie Byrd’s Term Expired 6/20/2021 
Appointment will be made June 21, 2022 
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APPLICANTS: 

 Willie Byrd participated in the meeting via ZOOM 

 Brenda J. Smith Wilson appeared before the Mayor and Council. 

 Victor Salter sent a letter that was read.  

 Martin Andrews appeared before the Mayor and Council. 
 

Council Member Stewart made a motion to appoint Martin L. Andrews to 
the Columbus Housing Authority Board for a five (5)-Year Term, until June 
20, 2027. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
GOLDEN TRIANGLE AIRPORT BOARD 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Gawyn Mitchell’s Term Expired 6/20/2022. 
Appointment will be made June 21, 2022. 
 
APPLICANT: 
 

 Gawyn Mitchell 
 

Council Member Jones made a motion to reappoint Gawyn Mitchell to the 
Golden Triangle Airport Board for a 5-Year Term, until June 20, 2027. 
Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
CITY UTILITIES COMMISSION 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Quinn Brislin’s Term Expires 7/02/2022. 
Appointment will be made July 5, 2022. 
 
APPLICANT: 
 

 Quinn Brislin 
 

M. Financial Update from CFO and Audit Report from Wanda Holley, 
Watkins, Ward & Stafford 
 
Jim Brigham, CFO, came forward and remarked that he was working on 
the detailed budget for 2022 and stated that the City will exceed the 
Budget revenue substantially. He then yielded the floor to Ms. Wanda 
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Holley dba Watkins, Ward & Stafford. Ms. Holley updated the Mayor and 
Council on the FY2020 Audit. The Auditing firm is still waiting for 
requested items needed to complete the FY2020 audit and hope to 
receive everything very soon so that it can be finalized. Mr. Jason Brooks 
with Watkins, Ward & Stafford, reiterated that there are requested items 
needed to complete the FEMA portion of the Audit. Members of the 
Council asked the Auditors questions, but no action was taken.  

 
VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 

 
A. Mr. James “Buddy” Godfrey, Flooding Issue 

 
Mr. James “Buddy” Godfrey came before the Mayor and Council regarding a 
Flooding issue. Mr. Godfrey, who has lived in his home for forty-four years, 
reported that “The Last House on the Block” located in the Masonic 
Subdivision, has hauled 5,600 yards of red clay gravel in an attempt to 
construct a 50’ x 80’ Recreation Center in the flood zone and he fears that a 
heavy rain will cause flooding to his home. Kenny Wiegel, Building Official, 
came forward and remarked that a development permit is required before the 
work begins. When he learned about the construction project, he asked the 
contractor to cease hauling dirt and hire a qualified engineer. He later learned 
that they did not stop hauling dirt, but did hire an engineer. Mr. Kevin Stafford, 
dba Neel-Schaffer, Inc. came forward and asked the contractor to stop 
hauling dirt and create a void outside the flood basis in case it rains.  
 

B. Ms. Renee Sanders, United Way of Lowndes & Noxubee “Annual 
Campaign Kick-Off” 
 
Ms. Renee Sanders, Executive Director of United Way of Lowndes & 
Noxubee, came before the Mayor and Council and requested use of the 
Farmers’ Market to host their “Annual Campaign Kick-Off.” Council Member 
Beard made a motion to grant United Way the use of the Farmers’ Market on 
Thursday, August 25, 2022 from 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. to host their “Annual 
Campaign Kick-Off.” Council Member Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA 
 
A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 
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MURPHY JONES, JR. Etal 
1104 22nd Street South 
CASE NUMBER:  22-0096        Burned Structure 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 22-0096. No one appeared in 
person. Code Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in 
such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 
21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to 
adjudicate the property as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, 
requested immediate abatement and that an Order be issued for the 
property. Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 
21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may 
remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in 
the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting 
grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris 
no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council 
Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 

 

ROBERT AND FLOYE WILLIAMS 

 1124 Shady Street

CASENUMBER:  22-0019  Overgrown Lot 

 

The General Counsel called cause number 22-0019. Mr. Tony Beasley, 
grandson of Robert and Floye Williams, came forth and stated that he had 
remediated the property. Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, remarked 
that the pictures shown at the meeting were taken the same day of the 
Council Meeting and the lot is overgrown again and asked Mr. Beasley if ten 
(10) days would be enough time to cut the grass again. Sasha James then 
recommended a 10-day extension. The property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code. Council Member Beard made a motion give the property 
owner a 10-day extension to remediate the property, then abate the property 
if it is not remediated, and that an Order be issued for the property in 
accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an  Order 
stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to 
six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the 
Order and cutting grass and weeds and remove rubbish, personal property 
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and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month 
period. Council Member Stewart seconded the motion. 

 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

B. Discuss/Approve recommendations from the June 13, 2022 Planning 
Commission meeting. 
 
Subdivision Plat S/D 22-01 
 
On behalf of T. J. Tate 
500 Block of 11th Avenue South 
Tax Parcel 61W16-02-12700 and 61W16-02-13900 
R-1 Single Family & R-3 Multi-Family Residential District 
 
Subject: Proposed subdivision containing fifteen home sites. 
 
The Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval of a 
preliminary subdivision plat. 
 
Council Member Beard moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to 
approve the proposed subdivision containing fifteen home sites be approved 
by Council. Council Member Stewart seconded the motion. Building Official, 
Kenney Wiegel, stated that there were no objections to this request There 
followed discussion, consideration, and review by the Council of the issues 
and facts presented by this request and the action taken by the City of 
Columbus Planning Commission.  

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Permitted Use Request P/u 22-08 
 
On behalf of Daniel Willis 
2022 Main Street 
Tax Parcel 61W11-01-20400 
C-3 Highway Commercial District 
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The Planning Commission recommended approval to re-open a take-out bar-
b-que stand under new name and ownership. 
 
Council Member Beard moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to grant 
request to re-open a take-out bar-b-que stand under new name and 
ownership be approved. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
Building Official, Kenney Wiegel, stated that there were no objections to this 
request. There followed discussion, consideration, and review by the Council 
of the issues and facts presented by this request and the action taken by the 
City of Columbus Planning Commission.  

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Permitted Use Request P/U 22-09 
 
On Behalf of Jimmy Woodruff 
501 3rd Avenue North 
Tax Parcel 61W09-00-02700 
R-1 Single Family Residential District 
 
With a vote of 6 to 1, the Planning Commission recommended approval 
to establish an after school program and daycare. 
 
Council Member Jones recused himself and exited the meeting. 
 
Council Member Greene moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to 
establish an after school program and daycare be approved. Council Member 
Dicicco seconded the motion. There followed discussion, consideration, and 
review by the Council of the issues and facts presented by this request and 
the action taken by the City of Columbus Planning Commission.  

 
 All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 

 
The motion carried 5/0. 
 
Council Member Jones returned to the meeting. 
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Permitted Use Request P/U 22-10 
 
On Behalf of Corey Herring and Sophia Kibe 
1920 Highway 45 North, Suite 5 
Tax Parcel 57W13-01-02000 
C-3 Highway Commercial District 
 
The Planning Commission recommended approval for this location to be used 
as a cannabis dispensary. 
 
Council Member Beard moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to 
approve 1920 Highway 45 North, Suite 5, to be used as a cannabis 
dispensary be approved by the Council. Council Member Greene seconded 
the motion. There followed discussion, consideration, and review by the 
Council of the issues and facts presented by this request and the action taken 
by the City of Columbus Planning Commission.  

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, with the exception of 
Council Members Stewart and Mickens, who opposed. 

 
The motion carried 4/2. 
 
Permitted Use Request P/U 22-11 
 
On Behalf of Deneisha Glenn and Amber Glenn  
2003 Highway 45 North 
Tax Parcel 57W12-00-05001 
C-3 Highway Commercial District 
 
The Planning Commission recommended approval for this location to be used 
as a cannabis dispensary. 
 
Council Member Beard moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to 
approve 2003 Highway 45 North to be used as a cannabis dispensary be 
approved by the Council. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
There followed discussion, consideration, and review by the Council of the 
issues and facts presented by this request and the action taken by the City of 
Columbus Planning Commission.  
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 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, with the exception of 
Council Members Stewart and Mickens, who opposed. 

 
The motion carried 4/2. 
 
Permitted Use Request P/U 22-12 
 
On Behalf of Becky Boyd 
901 Highway 45 North 
Tax Parcel 61W08-00-06000 
C-3 Highway Commercial District 
 
The Planning Commission recommended approval for this location to be used 
as a cannabis dispensary and growing facility. 
 
Council Member Beard moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to 
approve 901 Highway 45 North to be used as a cannabis dispensary and 
growing facility be approved by the Council. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. There followed discussion, consideration, and review 
by the Council of the issues and facts presented by this request and the 
action taken by the City of Columbus Planning Commission.  

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, with the exception of 
Council Members Stewart and Mickens, who opposed. 

 
The motion carried 4/2. 
 
 
Discuss/Amend Chart of Uses Permitted for cannabil dispensaries and 
growing facilities 
 
Cannabil Dispensaries: 
 
A-1 
 
__ 

R-1 
 
__ 

R-2 
 
__ 

R-3 
 
__ 

R-4 
 
__ 

R-5 
 
__ 

C-1 
 
R 

C-1-R 
 
__ 

C-2 
 
R 

C-3 
 
R 

C-3-R 
 
__ 

I-1 
 
__ 

I-2 
 
__ 

I-3 
 
__ 
 

 

With a vote of 6 to 1, the Planning Commission recommended the Chart 
of Uses Permitted be amended to allow cannabis dispensaries by right 
within the zoning districts of C-1 Neighborhood Commercial, C-2 
Community Commercial and C-3 Highway Commercial 
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Growing Facilities: 
 
A-1 
 
R 

R-1 
 
__ 

R-2 
 
__ 

R-3 
 
__ 

R-4 
 
__ 

R-5 
 
__ 

C-1 
 
__ 

C-1-R 
 
__ 

C-2 
 
__ 

C-3 
 
R 

C-3-R 
 
R 

I-1 
 
__ 

I-2 
 
R 

I-3 
 
R 
 

 

__  = NOT PERMITTED IN THAT PARTICULAR DISTRICT 

P  = REQUIRES PLANNING APPROVAL 

R  = ALLOWED BY RIGHT 

 
Also, the Planning Commission recommended the Chart of Uses 
Permitted be amended to allow cannabil growing facilities by right 
within the zoning districts of A-1 General Agricultural, C-3 Highway 
Commercial, C-3-R Highway Commercial Restricted, I-2 Light Industrial 
and I-3 Heavy Industrial 
 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the amendments to the 
Chart of Uses Permitted to allow cannabis dispensaries by right within the 
zoning districts of C-1 Neighborhood Commercial, C-2 Community 
Commercial and C-3 Highway Commercial and Chart of Uses Permitted be 
amended to allow cannabil growing facilities by right within the zoning districts 
of A-1 General Agricultural, C-3 Highway Commercial, C-3-R Highway 
Commercial Restricted, I-2 Light Industrial and I-3 Heavy Industrial. Council 
Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
Council Members Greene, Beard and Jones voted in favor of the motion. 
Council Members Stewart, Mickens and Dicicco opposed the motion. This 
presented a tie vote. 
 
Mayor Gaskin broke the tie vote by voting in favor of the motion to approve 
the amendments to the Chart of Uses Permitted. 
 

C. Discuss/Approve promotion of one (1) CPD Corporal to the position of 
Sergeant and one (1) CPD Patrolman to the position of Corporal 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the promotion of Jameson 
Holder to the position of Corporal with the proper pay increase. Chief Shelton 
pinned on the Corporal’s new badge and Mrs. Holder pinned on his insignia. 
Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 



MINUTES FOR THE MEETING 
OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JUNE 21, 2022 
 
 

 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the promotion of Samuel 
L. Jackson to the position of Sergeant with the proper pay increase. Chief 
Shelton pinned on the Sergeant’s new badge and Mrs. Jackson pinned on his 
insignia. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve Request to hire two (2) Laborers for the Public Works 
Department 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to hire Demarcus Smith and 
____________ (2nd applicant withdrew) as Laborers at an hourly rate of 
$10.30, contingent on successful completion of a pre-employment medical 
exam and drug screen. Council Member Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

E. Discuss/Approve Request to promote Interim Fire Chief to the position 
of Fire Chief 
 
Council Member Greene made a motion to promote Interim Fire Chief Duane 
Hughes to the position of Fire Chief at an annual salary of $71,000.00. 
Council Member Mickens seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

F. Discuss/Approve accepting the FY2022 AIP Grant Offer for the 
Columbus Lowndes County Airport Taxiway Pavement Rehabilitation 
project 
 
Kevin Stafford, dba Neel-Schaffer, Inc., came forward and request approval to 
accept the FY2022 AIP Grant Offer as mentioned above. Council Member 
Beard made a motion to accept the FY2022 AIP Grant Offer for the CLCA 
Taxiway Pavement Rehabilitation project. Council Member Greene seconded 
the motion. 
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All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve awarding the CLCA Taxiway Pavement Rehabilitation 
project (Base Bid and Additive Alternate 1) in the amount of $473,222.60 
to the lowest responsive bidder, contingent upon AIP Grant funding 
assurance from MDOT 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to award the CLCA Taxiway 
Pavement Rehabilitation project (Base Bid and Additive Alternate 1) in the 
amount of $473,222.60 to the lowest responsive bidder, Gregory Companies, 
LLC, dba Murphree Paving, contingent upon AIP Grant funding assurance 
from MDOT. Council Member Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

H. Discuss/Approve requesting $81,632.34 from FAA through BIL Grant to 
cover 90% of the FY2022 AIP Grant shortfall for the CLCA Taxiway 
Pavement Rehabilitation project 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request of $81,632.34 
from FAA through BIL (Bipartisan Infrastructure Law) Grant to cover the 
remainder of the project so we can award the base bid and Additive Alternate 
No. 1, that is 90% of the FY2022 AIP Grant shortfall for the CLCA Taxiway 
Pavement Rehabilitation project. Council Member Mickens seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

I. Discuss/Approve Request to Award Bid for Fleet Management Program 
 
Pat Mitchell reported that the City advertised for sealed bids for a Fleet 
Management Program for the purpose of leasing twelve (12) Police Vehicles 
according to the specifications: 
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CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
FLEET MANAGEMENT PROGRAM BID 

June 2, 2022 
2:00 p.m. 

VENDORS 
DAVID LANGLEY 
Ford Motor Company 
1 American Road 
Dearborn, MI  48126 
(313) 688-4129 

 
 
NO BID 

KEITH SIDWELL 
Enterprise Fleet Management, Inc 
600 Corporate Park Drive 
St. Louis, MO  63105 
(205) 824-8536 
Keith.k.sidwell@efleets.com 
 

 
 
Complied with bid specs 

STEVE SPECHT 
Faster Asset Solutions 
Business Development Manager 
Williamsburg, VA 
(757) 716-7957 
 

 
 
NO BID 

 
 
BID RECOMMENDATION: Enterprise Fleet Management, Inc. 
 

Council Member Mickens made a motion to award the Fleet Management 
Program for twelve (12) vehicles to Enterprise Fleet Management, Inc. to 
support the Columbus Police Department according to terms included in 
the contract. The funds have been budgeted for the Police Department for 
vehicle purchases for FY2022. Council Member Beard seconded the 
motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
J. Discuss/Approve ARPA Premium/Incentive Pay for part-time workers 

 
Jim Brigham, CFO, reported that part-time employees can receive ARPA 
Premium/ Incentive Pay according to the guidelines and requested that they 
be compensated $1,500.00 incentive pay to be processed July 29, 2022. The 
City has 23 permanent part-time employees. Council Member Mickens made 
a motion to approve ARPA Premium/Incentive Pay for permanent part-time 
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employees in the amount of $1,500.00, to be processed July 29, 2022. 
Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Council Member 
Greene, who opposed. 
 
The motion carried 5/1. 
  

K. Discuss/Approve Columbus Light & Water ARPA request in the amount 
of $1,013,500.00 
 
The Council engaged in a lengthy discussion about this request and the 
remaining funds in the ARPA fund. Council Member Jones made a motion to 
approve the request to give Columbus Light & Water ARPA funds in the 
amount of $1,013,505.00, contingent on receipt of the second half of the 
ARPA funds. Council Member Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to table this request for further 
discussion and to ensure that the City has clarification on the funding to give. 
Council Member Dicicco seconded the motion. 
 
Council Members Mickens, Greene, and Dicicco voted in favor of the motion 
to table this request. Council Members Stewart, Beard and Jones opposed 
the motion, which presented a tie vote. 
 
Mayor Gaskin voted in favor of the substitute motion to table. 
 

L. Discuss/Approve awarding Waggoner Engineering, Inc. Strategic 
Services task order 

 
Council Member Dicicco made a motion to award Waggoner Engineering, Inc. 
Strategic Services task order in the amount of $125,000.00. Council Member 
Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Council member 
Stewart, who opposed. 
 
The motion carried 5/1. 
 

CLOSED DETERMINATION: 
 Council Member Greene made a motion to go into closed session to determine 

whether it is necessary to go into Executive Session. Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion.  
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 All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 

  
 The motion carried 6/0. 
 

All members of the public, with the exception of the Mayor, the Council, the 
General Counsel, the COO, the CFO, the Police Chief, and the HR Director, 
exited the meeting. 
 
Mayor Gaskin apprised the Council of two (2) personnel matters involving the job 
performance of an employee in the Police Department. 
 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to go in Executive Session to discuss two 
(2) personnel matters. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 

       All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
  
      The COO announced to the general public outside the Council Chambers that the  

      Council was going into Executive Session to discuss two (2) personnel matters.  
 
 

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 

 OPEN SESSION: 
Council Member Beard made a motion to end the discussion of these matters  
and return to Open Session. Council Member Greene seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
The COO announced to the general public outside the meeting room that the 
Council was back in Open Session. 
 
The General Counsel announced that the Mayor and Council went in Executive 
Session to discuss two (2) personnel matters involving the job performance of 
employees in the Police Department, ended Administrative Leave with pay for 
one (1) officer and ordered him to return to work, and denied the request from an 
officer who resigned to return to work on a part-time basis. The Council also 
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discussed and approved the request for the volunteer Accountant in Finance and 
Administration to continue volunteering until the end of the calendar year. 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Mickens moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Stewart and unanimous 

vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 
 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor         James “Jim” Brigham         

               CFO/Secretary-Treasurer/City Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 


