
MINUTES OF THE MAYOR 
AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MAY 17, 2022 
 

MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
 

MAY 17, 2022 
5:00 P.M. 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, May 17, 2022 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin presided 
over the meeting, and all Council Members were present. Also present were the 
General Counsel, the CFO, the COO, Police Chief, Assistant Police Chief, HR Director, 
and all other Department Heads. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called upon Rev. Jimmy Criddle, 
Lead Pastor of First United Methodist Church, Columbus, MS, to offer the 
Invocation. 
 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
 
Council Member Stewart made a motion to adopt the Agenda as presented. 
Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion, except Council Member 
Dicicco, who opposed. 
 
The motion carried 5/1. 
 
A request was made to add Discuss/Approve Property Management Extension 
as Item “J” under the Policy Agenda. 
 

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
Council Member Dicicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting 
of May 3, 2022. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
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A. Approve request for the $15,000.00 allocation to be used for the benefit of 

the 7th avenue Heritage Festival to be held September 20 and October 1, 
2022.  
 

B. Approve request for four Fire and Rescue personnel: Kaelan Brownstein, 
Sally Kerstetter, Josh Nolt and Brandon McKay to attend “National 
Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians (NREMT) Exam” on various 
dates and to be held in Tuscaloosa, AL, and approve payment of $100.00 
for travel.  
 

C. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel, Melvin Junkin, to attend 
“Physical Fitness Program Design” to be held in Pearl, MS, and approve 
payment of $240.00 for registration, $50.00 for travel and reimbursement 
of meal expenses.  
 

D. Approve request for Fire and Rescue personnel EMT Fee Voucher and 
approve payment of $98.00 for voucher.  
 

E. Approve permit request submitted by Pamela Turner to host “A Season of 
Change Parade” to be held on June 11, 2022 from 12:00 p.m. until 2:00 
p.m., starting at the Columbus Police Department parking lot and 
proceeding to 14th Street North, 7th Avenue North, 20th Street North, 14th 
Avenue North to the Boys and Girls Club for an assembly.  
 

F. Accept letter of resignation from CPD Officer, Shalonda Hill, effective May 
12, 2022. 

 

G. Approve permit request submitted by Colin Krieger to host a “Charity 
Crawfish Boil” to be held on May 29, 2022 from 11:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
at the 500 Block of 8th Street North. 

 

H. Approve permit request submitted by Floyd McIntyre, on behalf of the 
Kiwanis Club of Columbus, to host a “Kiwanis Club Memorial 5K” to be 
held on May 28, 2022 from 8:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m. See attached map. 

 

I. Approve request for Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, to attend 
the Mississippi Association for Code Enforcement Educational 
Conference, to be held in D’Iberville, MS, and approve payment of 
registration, lodging, travel and meal expenses in the estimate amount of 
$987.00. 

 

Council Member Dicicco made a motion to remove Consent Agenda Item 
“J” from the agenda for further discussion. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. 
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Council Members Mickens, Greene, Jones and Dicicco voted in favor of 
the motion. Council Members Stewart and Beard opposed the motion. 
 
The motion carried 4/2. 

 

J. Approve request for Planning & Community Development Director, 
George Irby, and Council Member to attend the Tennessee-Tombigbee 
Waterway Conference, held in Point Clear, AL at an estimate cost of 
$2,470.00 for registration, lodging, travel and meal expenses. 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
amended. Council Member Dicicco seconded the motion. The Mayor 
called for discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in 
favor of same, with a unanimous vote. 
 
 

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS FOR MAY 17, 2022 
 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
May 17, 2022, in the amount of $757,937.94. Council Member Stewart seconded 
the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA 
 
A. GENERAL COMMENTS FROM THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 
Mayor Gaskin asked if any Council Members had any comments/ 
announcements. There were none. 
 
Mayor Gaskin offered the following observations/remarks: 
 
He began by congratulating all upcoming high school seniors on their 
graduations! Area high schools will be having graduation ceremonies this 
weekend. We’d like to thank the administrators, principals, counselors, 
teachers, support staff, bus drivers, custodians and everyone it takes to help 
our students on their journey. I am looking forward to attending Columbus 
High School Senior Night on Thursday evening.   
 
The Council will have a Special Meeting on May 18, 2022 to address the 
City’s Ordinances as it pertains to litter, debris, accumulation of junk, etc. The 
meeting will be held at 2:00 p.m. at City Hall. I’ve asked Pick It Up Possum 
Town Committee to be present and Sasha James from Keep Columbus 
Beautiful. We are currently planning to visit Clinton, MS to see how their 
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Environmental Court works to see if that is something we would like to 
implement in Columbus. 

 
Thanks to those who volunteered and worked hard on the 2nd Earth Day 
Project at Hunt High on Saturday. This is another example of how citizens are 
deeply concerned about the appearance of our city. 

 
B. Swearing in of Columbus Police Officer, Ke’Shawn Adams 

 
Mayor Gaskin swore in new Police Officer, Ke’Shawn Adams, as he recited 
the Oath of Office. Chief Shelton and Assistant Chief Johnson came forward 
and pinned on the badge and insignia. 
 
MONTHLY REPORTS: 
Mayor Gaskin asked the Council if they had any questions for Department 
Heads. 
 

C. Monthly Report from the Columbus Forensic Lab for April 2022  
 

The Monthly Report from the Columbus Forensic Lab for April 2022 was 
presented. No action was taken. 

 
D. Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for April 2022 

 
The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for April 2022 
was presented. No action was taken. 

 
E. Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for 

April 2022 
 

The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for April 
2022 was presented. No action was taken. 

 
F. Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for April 2022 

 
The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for April 2022 
was presented. No action was taken. 

 
G. Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for April 2022 

 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for April 2022 was 
presented. No action was taken. 

 
H. Monthly Report from the Office of Planning & Community Development 

for April 2022 
 

The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for April 2022 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
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I. Monthly Report from Public Works Department for March 2022 

 
The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for April 2022 was 
presented. No action was taken. 

 
J. Monthly Report from the Columbus Park and Recreation Department for 

April 2022 
 

The Monthly Report from the Columbus Park and Recreation Department for 
April 2022 was presented. No action was taken. 

 
K. Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for April 2022 

 
The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for April  2022 was 
presented. No action was taken. 

 
L. Board Vacancies 

 
Jammie Garrett, COO, announced vacancies on various boards and 
remarked that no appointments will be made tonight. 
 
COLUMBUS HOUSING AUTHORITY 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Willie Byrd’s Term expires 6/20/2022. 
Appointment will be made June 21, 2022. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Willie Byrd 
 
GOLDEN TRIANGLE AIRPORT BOARD 
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Gawyn Mitchell’s Term Expires 6/20/2022. 
Appointment will be made June 21, 2022. 
 
APPLICANT: 
Gawyn Mitchell 
 

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 
 
A. Dr. Cherie Labat, CMSD Superintendent 

 
Dr. Cherie Labat, Columbus Municipal School District Superintendent, 
appeared before the Mayor and City Council and announced Summer 
SMART Academy that will be held during the summer, along with other 
CMSD-sponsored Programs that will keep student engaged. 
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B. Dr. Julie Cooley Parker, Mission Acceleration 
 
Dr. Julie Parker and Ms. Karen Hill came before the Mayor and Council to 
discuss Mission Acceleration, a Summer 2022 Program for Kindergarten 
through 5th grade students in need of reading tutoring. Mission Acceleration 
(MA) is a high-dosage, high-impact tutoring model using an evidence-based 
curriculum based on structured literacy and the science of teaching reading in 
a small group setting (1 Academic Guide to 3-4 students). Funding for this 
program is through GEER (Governor’s Emergency Education Relief) funds 
under the CARES Act, programming is FREE to all children/families. The 
program will be held at the Farmer’s Market Annex (Old Boy Scout Hut), June 
1 – July 27, with (July 4 & 5 off. Classes will be held Tuesday/ Wednesday/ 
Thursday. Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the program 
and permit the use of the Old Boy Scout Hut. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. 
 
Following discussion of the request, all Council Members voted in favor of the 
motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

C. Ms. Cequeila Bigbee, Adopt-A-Block Outreach Program (Request for 
East Columbus Gym) 

   
Council Member Beard recused himself and exited the meeting. 
 
Ms. Bigbee came before the Mayor and Council and requested use of the 
East Columbus Gym twice a month. She works with the Outreach Department 
at Greater Immanuel Temple of Christ and wants to partner with the City of 
Columbus to help reduce crime in East Columbus. They have sponsors that 
will commit to assisting their organization. Ms. Bigbee was asked to attend a 
scheduled meeting that will be held in City Hall on Wednesday, May 18, 2022 
at 6:00 p.m. It was also mentioned that there may be city-sponsored events at 
East Columbus Gym during the week.   
 
Council Member Beard returned to the meeting. 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA 
 
A. Discuss/Approve Redevelopment and Reimbursement Agreement and 

Regional Economic Development Alliance (Joe Higgins and Chris Pace) 
 
Mr. Joe Higgins, with the LINK and Chris Pace, with the State’s Tax Incentive 
Program, appeared before the Mayor and Council and presented a 
Resolution approving a Regional Economic Development Act Alliance 
Agreement and a Regional Economic Development Act Application to the 
Mississippi Development Authority in Connection with the Inducement of a 
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Regional Economic Development Project and related matters. Lowndes 
County approved the Resolution May 15, 2022. Council Member Beard made 
a motion to adopt the Resolution pursuant to the language above. Council 
Member Mickens seconded the motion to adopt the foregoing Resolution and 
the question being put to a roll call vote, the result was as follows: 
 
 Council Member Ethel Taylor Stewart voted:  YEA 
 Council Member Joseph Mickens, Sr. voted:  YEA 
 Council Member Russell Greene  voted:  YEA 
 Council Member Pierre Beard, Sr. voted:  YEA 
 Council Member Stephen Jones  voted:  YEA 
 Council Member Jacqueline Dicicco voted:  YEA 
 
The motion having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the members 
of the Governing Body present, being a quorum of said Governing Body, the 
Mayor declared the motion carried and the Resolution adopted this the   17th  
Day of May, 2022. 
 
THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
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B. Discuss/Approve request to hire two (2) Laborers 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to hire QUENTIN SHIRLEY and 
TIMMY WILLIAMS as Laborers for the Public Works Department, contingent 
on successful completion of a pre-employment medical exam and drug 
screen. Council Member Jones seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

C. Discuss/Approve hiring two (2) Boom Truck Operators 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to hire an experienced Boom Truck 
Operator (former employee) RONNIE O’NEAL, SR. at $16.50 per hour and 
the second Boom Truck Operator, CORIAN SANDERS at $15.00 per hour, 
contingent on successful completion of a pre-employment medical exam and 
drug screen. Council Member Jones seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve Resolution to approve the 2022 COLA Payment 
 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve Resolution authorizing the 
2022 COLA Payment. Council Member Mickens seconded the motion to 
adopt the foregoing Resolution and the question being put to a roll call vote, 
the result was as follows: 
 
 Council Member Ethel Taylor Stewart voted:  YEA 
 Council Member Joseph Mickens, Sr. voted:  YEA 
 Council Member Russell Greene  voted:  YEA 
 Council Member Pierre Beard, Sr. voted:  YEA 
 Council Member Stephen Jones  voted:  YEA 
 Council Member Jacqueline Dicicco voted:  YEA 
 
The motion having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the members 
of the Governing Body present, being a quorum of said Governing Body, the 
Mayor declared the motion carried and the Resolution adopted this the   17th  
Day of May, 2022. 
 
THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
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E. Discuss/Approve 7th Avenue Heritage Festival’s request to allow beer 

sales and consumption on the streets in the perimeters of the festival, 
which will be held September 30 and October 1, 2022 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to allow the 
sale and consumption of beer on the streets in the perimeters of the 7th 
Avenue Heritage Festival, which will be held September 30 and October 1, 
2022. Council Member Jones seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

F. Discuss/Approve Abandonment of a portion of City ROW (Pine Knoll) 
 
Kevin Stafford, dba NSI, came before the Mayor and Council and requested 
that they abandon 0.05 acre (2.096.2 square feet) more or less, lying in Cady 
Hills, 1st Extension, a subdivision of the City of Columbus, Lowndes County, 
Mississippi; as shown by map or plat of said subdivision of record in Plat 
Book 3 at page 12 of the land records in the Chancery Clerk’s Office of 
Lowndes County, Mississippi; and more particularly described as follows: 
 

Commencing at a found rebar at the Southwest corner of Lot 48 of said subdivision, 
thence3 North 79 degrees 11 minutes 12 seconds East, along the South line of said Lot 
48, for a distance of 139.08 feet, for a point of beginning; thence North 79 degrees 11 
minutes 12 seconds East, along said South line, a distance of 26.13 feet to the Southeast 
corner of said Lot 48, thence along a curve to the right having a radius of 37.50 feet, said 
curve having a chord of South 56 degrees 37 minutes 31 seconds East for 61.67 feet and 
an arc length of 72.41 feet to a Southwest corner of Lot 47 of said subdivision, thence 
South 85 degrees 39 minutes 34 seconds West for a distance of 48.00 feet to the point of 
beginning.  
 

Council Member Greene made a motion to abandon a portion of City ROW 
(Pine Knoll) pursuant to the description above. Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

G. Consider/Approve Resolution supporting renewal of Local and Private 
Legislation continuing the two percent (2%) Restaurant/Beverage Tax 
 
General Counsel Turnage presented a Resolution supporting renewal of 
Local and Private Legislation continuing the two percent (2%) Restaurant/ 
Beverage Tax and remarked that it is scheduled to expire July 2023 unless 
it’s renewed by legislative action. The only change is it will be requested to 
approve for a ten (10) year term. Council Member Beard made a motion to 
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approve the Resolution supporting renewal of Local and Private Legislation 
continuing the two percent (2%) Restaurant/Beverage Tax. Council Member 
Stewart seconded the motion to adopt the foregoing Resolution and the 
question being put to a roll call vote, the result was as follows: 
 
 Council Member Ethel Taylor Stewart voted:  YEA 
 Council Member Joseph Mickens, Sr. voted:  YEA 
 Council Member Russell Greene  voted:  YEA 
 Council Member Pierre Beard, Sr. voted:  YEA 
 Council Member Stephen Jones  voted:  YEA 
 Council Member Jacqueline Dicicco voted:  YEA 
 
The motion having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the members 
of the Governing Body present, being a quorum of said Governing Body, the 
Mayor declared the motion carried and the Resolution adopted this the   17th  
Day of May, 2022. 
 
THE RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 
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H. Discuss/Approve Recommendations from the May 9, 2022 Planning 
Commission Meeting 
 
Permitted Use Request 22-07 
 
On Behalf of Bill Strauss 
905 7th Avenue North 
Tax Parcel 61W07-02-09101 
R-1 Single Family Residential District 
 
Request to use a single-family dwelling as an Airbnb 
 
The Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval to use a 
single-family dwelling as an Airbnb 
 
Council Member Jones moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to grant 
request to use a single-family dwelling as an Airbnb. Council Member Stewart 
seconded the motion. Building Official, Kenney Wiegel, stated that there was 
one (1) objection to this request from Mr. Robert White, who came forward 
and shared his reason for opposing the request. There followed discussion, 
consideration, and review by the Council of the issues and facts presented by 
this request and the action taken by the City of Columbus Planning 
Commission.  

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

I. Discuss/Approve a City-sponsored Crime Prevention Summer Program 
“Reclaiming Our Youth.” 
 
Greg Lewis, Director of Columbus Recreation Department and Glenda 
Buckhalter, City Outreach Coordinator, along Jammie Garrett, COO, 
presented a city-sponsored Crime Prevention Summer Program, “Reclaiming 
Our Youth.” RECLAIMING OUR YOUTH is a violence-prevention summer 
program created by Building Bridges of Hope, Columbus Community 
Outreach and the City of Columbus’ Recreation Department and is designed 
to assist our youth with: 1) career building, 2) violence prevention, 3) 
improved relationships with law enforcement and 4) becoming productive 
citizens. This summer program is a cognitive-based curriculum that focuses 
on life skills, such as conflict resolution, arts, technology, legal practices, life-
saving measures, financial literacy, college prep, physical education and 
community building. All of these skills are presented with an emphasis on how 
crime affects victims and how our youth can meet basic social need without 
resorting to violence. This is an eight (8)-week program for at risk youth, ages 
13 – 17, Monday – Thursday from 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. and evening 
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recreational activities for children of all ages from 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m., 
Monday – Thursday at Townsend Community Center, Sim Scott Park and 
East Columbus Gym. The Council requested that the coordinators of this 
program prepare a budget and return to the Council for sponsorship. No 
action was taken. Mayor Gaskin thanked the coordinators for their efforts in 
this much-needed program. 
 

J. Discuss/Approve Lease Extension for tenant at the Strip Mall 
 
Jim Brigham, CFO, came before the Mayor and Council and remarked that he 
visited with Dennis Coleman, Property Manager for the Strip Mall, who 
informed him that the lease will expire on May 31, 2022 for China Royal, 
Lessee at 1613 Main Street, and the business owner would like to extend the 
lease beginning 6/1/22 – 5/31/2027 with the option to extend 6/1/2027 – 
2032. The rent will increase to $1,386.80 based on the Consumer Price 
Index. General Counsel Turnage commented that whenever a 
contract/agreement extends beyond the term of office of the existing 
administration, the new administration has the right to void the contract. 
Council Member Jones made a motion to accept the CFO’s recommendation 
to extend the lease for China Royal with the increase as mentioned above. 
Council Member Beard seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
CLOSED DETERMINATION: 

 Council Member Beard made a motion to go into closed session to determine 
whether it is necessary to go into Executive Session. Council Member Dicicco 
seconded the motion.  

  
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

  
 The motion carried 6/0. 
 

All members of the public, with the exception of the Mayor, the Council, the 
General Counsel, the COO, the Police Chief, and the HR Director, exited the 
meeting. 
 
Mayor Gaskin apprised the Council of two (2) personnel matters involving the 
job performance of an employee in the Public Works Department and an 
employee in the Police Department and concluded that these matters warrant 
being heard in Executive Session. Council Member Jones made a motion to 
go in Executive Session to discuss two (2) personnel matters. Council 
Member Stewart seconded the motion. 
 

          All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
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The motion carried 6/0. 
  

            The Chief Operations Officer then announced to the general public outside  
  the Council Chambers that the Council was going into Executive Session to  
  discuss two (2) personnel matters. 

 
 

IX..EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor 

and City Council. There being none, Council Member Jones moved that the 

meeting be adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Mickens and 

unanimous vote, the Mayor announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED. 

 
 

 Approved by:             
       Keith Gaskin, Mayor             James Brigham 
         Secretary-Treasurer/City Clerk 

                  

 


