
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
 

JANUARY 18, 2021 
5:00 P.M. 

 
 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, January 18, 2022 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin 
presided over the meeting, and all Council Members were present. Also present were 
the General Counsel, Police Chief, Assistant Police Chief, and HR Director. All other 
Department Heads participated via ZOOM. 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
 
Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called upon Rev. Nathaniel Houston, 
Sr., Pastor of Millers Chapel M. B. Church of Macon, MS and President of the 
Northeast Mississippi Baptist State Convention to offer the Invocation.   

 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
The Council discussed moving the Consent Agenda before the Docket of Claims on 
the Agenda with the reasoning that items are listed on the Consent Agenda that 
must be paid and, therefore, becomes a part of the Docket. 
 
Add Derelict Property as Item “J” on the Policy Agenda. 

 
III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETING: 

 
A. Approve Minutes for the Meeting of January 4, 2022    

 
Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting 
of January 4, 2022.  Council Member Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

IV. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS 
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Council Member Mickens made a motion to table the Docket of Claims until all 
Council Members have had the opportunity to review it. Council Member Jones 
seconded the motion.   
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
A. Approve request to send CPD Officer, Jayonna Minor, to the “Mississippi 

Delta Community College Law Enforcement Training Academy” in Moorhead, 
MS and approve payment of $150.00 for tuition. 
 

B. Approve request to renew Notary Commission for Administrative Assistants 
Doris Bluitt and Daphne Terry and approve payment for necessary notary 
supplies in the estimated amount of $400.00. 

 

C. Accept letter of resignation from CPD Officer, Lorenzo Burns, effective 
January 10, 2022, and approve compensation of unused vacation leave. 

 

D. Approve request for CPD Officers: Jaylan Barry, Glenn Jenkins, Christopher 
Smith and Lexus Ware, to attend the “Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving 
Enforcement Course” to be held in Starkville, MS at no cost to the City. 

 

E. Approve request to send Fire & Rescue personnel: Josh Connors and 
Thomas Parsons, to Firefighter Intervention Rescue Survival Techniques, to 
be held in Jackson, MS and approve payment of $730.00 for registration, 
$50.00 for travel, and reimbursement of meal expenses. 

 

F. Approve request to send Fire & Rescue personnel, Brandon Mckay, to the 
Mississippi Trainee Agility Test, to be held in Starkville, and approve payment 
of $30.00 for course fee. 

 

G. Approve request to send Fire & Rescue personnel: Jason Pool, Michael 
Reynolds and Josh Westbrook to NFPA 1021, to be held in Jackson, MS and 
approve payment of $525.00 for registration, $50.00 for travel and 
reimbursement of meal expenses. 

 

H. Approve request to send Fire & Rescue personnel: Kyler Kidder and Tiberias 
Lampkin, to NREMT final examination, to be held in Tuscaloosa, AL, and 
approve payment of $200.00 for registration and $50.00 for travel. 
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I. Approve reimbursement to Mike Chandler for payment of the required 
medical tests for two (2) Fire & Rescue personnel for acceptance in the EMP 
program at EMCC. 

 

J. Approve reimbursement of $695.00 each to Mike Chandler and Alan Lewis for 
paying for early registration to attend the Excellence Conference. 

 

K. Accept letter of resignation from Tameka Smith, Municipal Court Collection 
Clerk, effective January 20, 2022 and approve the Human Resources Director 
to begin the normal recruitment process to fill the position. 

 

L. Approve Annual Market Street Festival funding in the amount of $15,000.00, 
pursuant to the Inter-local Agreement. 

 

M. Declare refurbishing of City’s downtown Christmas Pole Decorations as a 
sole-source item and approve payment for service to Dixie Decorations, 
Montevallo, AL. 

 

N. Approve refund of $420.00 deposit to NE Mississippi Baptist State 
Convention due to COVID cancellation as recommended by Rogena Bonner, 
Director of Trotter Convention Center. 

 
Council Member Dicicco made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of 
same, with a unanimous vote. 
 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA 
 

A. General Comments from the Mayor and Council Members 
 

  There were no comments from the Mayor and Council Members. 
 

MONTHLY REPORTS: 
Mayor Gaskin asked the Council if they had any questions for Department 
Heads. 
 
B. Swearing in of one Columbus Fire & Rescue Firefighter 

 
Mayor Gaskin swore in Fire & Rescue Firefighter Donald Buckner as the 
recited the Oath of Office. Members of the Fire & Rescue Command Staff 
were present to present Firefighter Buckner his helmet and insignia. 
 

C. Board Appointment 
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Joe Dillon, Public Information Officer, announced the vacancy on the 
Board of Adjustment & Appeals of Development Codes and remarked that 
there was one (1) applicant who did not meet the requirements 
established by the board. 
 
 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT & APPEALS OF DEVELOPMENT  
 CODES 
 
 1 Vacancy, 1-Year Term, Alan Lewis’ Term expired 1/07/2022. 
 There are no applicants at this time. 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to extend the appointment of a 
member to this board until the next regular Council Meeting. Council 
Member Dicicco seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

D. Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for 
December 2021 
 
The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for 
December 2021 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

E. Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for 
December 2021  
 
The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for 
December 2021 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

F. Monthly Report from the Office of Planning & Community 
Development for December 2021  
 
The Monthly Report from the Office of Planning & Community 
Development for December 2021 was presented. No action was taken.  
 

G. Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire & Rescue Department for 
December 2021  
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire & Rescue Department for 
December 2021 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

H. Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for December 2021 
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The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for December 2021 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

I. Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for December 
2021 
 
The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for December 
2021 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

J. Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for December 
2021 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for December 
2021 was presented. Chief Shelton reported that 157 Citation was written 
and ten (10) were retired to the file. No action was taken. 
 

K. Monthly Report from the Columbus Recreation Department for 
December 2021. 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Recreation Department for 
December 2021 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

 
VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 

 
Reau Berry: JTB Furniture, RE: Tax Abatement application 
 
Mr. Reau Berry, owner of JTB Furniture, came before the Mayor and Council with 
an Application for Ad Valorem Tax Exemption only, excluding school taxation for 
the property located at 1402 Waterworks Road, Columbus, MS. Council Member 
Beard made a motion to approve three (3) Resolutions granting tax exemptions 
on equipment purchased in years 2017, 2018 and 2019 for the full ten-year 
period on each, according to State law. Council Member Mickens seconded the 
motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
(General Counsel Turnage will obtain exact exemption amounts from Lowndes 
County Tax Assessor, which will be inserted in the official minutes). 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA 
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A. Discuss/Approve recommendations from the January 10, 2022 Planning 
Commission Meeting 
 
Permitted Use Request 22-01 

 
On Behalf of Pat Thompson 
3623 Azalea Circle 
Parcel #57W06-00-02100 
R-1 Single Family Residential District 
 
Request to use a single family dwelling as an Air BNB 
  
The Planning Commission sends no recommendation to the Mayor and City 
Council because a majority of all members composing the Commission did 
not make a decision. 
 
Ms. Pat Thompson participated in the meeting via ZOOM and requested a 
variance of permission to use her property as an Air BNB as a short term 
rental. The Mayor and Council heard from residents/neighbors that live in 
Northaven Woods who are in opposition of the Air BNB in their neighborhood. 
Ms. Morrie Weatherly, owner of an Air BNB in Starkville, MS participated in 
the meeting via ZOOM to help clear up some of the concerns about traffic at 
the residence. All of the traffic will cease since they are complete with 
remodeling the structure. Council Member Jones made a motion to send this 
request back to the Planning Commission for a recommendation. Council 
Member Stewart seconded the motion.  
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
Council Member Green made a substitute motion to uphold the Planning 
Commission’s decision and deny P/U Request 22-01. Council Member 
Dicicco seconded the motion. 
 
Council Members Greene and Dicicco voted in favor of the motion. 
Council Members Stewart, Mickens, Beard and Jones opposed the motion. 
 
The motion failed 2/4. 
 
ORIGINAL MOTION: 
Council Members Stewart, Mickens, Beard and Jones voted in favor of the 
motion to send this request back to the Planning Commission for a 
recommendation. Council Members Greene and Dicicco opposed the motion. 
 
The motion carried 4/2. 
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Permitted Use Request 22-02 
 
On Behalf of Shaquita Goulde – Jefferson 
342 Sylvan Road 
Parcel #55W18-00-08200 
R-1 Single Family Residential District 
 
Request to allow a Child Daycare 
 
Council Member Dicicco moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to grant 
request from the property owner to allow a Child Daycare at 342 Sylvan Road 
be approved. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. Building Official, 
Kenney Wiegel, stated that there were no objections to this request. There 
followed discussion, consideration, and review by the Council of the issues 
and facts presented by this request and the action taken by the City of 
Columbus Planning Commission.  

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 

 
B. Discuss/Approve hiring a Lobbyist to represent the City of Columbus 

  
Council Member Jones made a motion to explore hiring a Lobbyist and 
entering a contract. Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

C. Discuss Boards that we appoint in the City coming before the Council to 
update us and the public on a regular basis 
 
Council Member Jones made a motion to request that members on various 
board come before the Mayor and Council on a regular basis and discuss 
updates/progress. Council Member Beard seconded the motion.  
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
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D. Discuss/Approve Fixed Base Operations (FBO) Agreement from 
“Straight-Up Aviation, LLC” for Columbus-Lowndes County Airport 
 
General Counsel Turnage presented the Fixed Base Operator’s Lease 
Agreement and Maintenance and Management Agreement to the Mayor and 
Council for consideration and approval.  The Agreement made the 18th day of 
January, 2022 by and between the City of Columbus, Mississippi, a 
Mississippi body politic and the Board os Supervisors of Lowndes County, 
Mississippi, a Mississippi body politic, both hereinafter collectively referred to 
as “Lessor” and, James Dan Duston and Straight Up Aviation, LLC both 
hereinafter collectively referred to as “Lessee.”  The term of this Agreement is 
five (5) years beginning January 1, 2022 and terminating on December 31, 
2027, 12:00 o’clock midnight. The Lessor shall pay Lessee the sum of 
$12,000.00 per quarter of a year as a fixed base operator fee as 
consideration for Lessee’s performance of the terms and conditions specified 
in the Agreement, due on the first day of each month in the amount of 
$4,000.00 during the remainder of the fiscal year. Thereafter, Lessor shall pay 
Lessee the sum of $15,000.00 per quarter of a year due on the first day of 
each month in the amount of $5,000.00 for the remainder of the term of this 
Agreement. Lessor shall pay Lessee an additional sum of $3,000.00 per 
quarter of a year upon any extension or renewal hereof.  Council Member 
Beard made a motion to approve the Fixed Base Operations (FBO) 
Agreement from “Straight Up Aviation, LLC for Columbus-Lowndes County 
Airport according to the terms in the Agreement. Council Member Greene 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 
THE FBO AGREEMENT FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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E. Enterprise Fleet Presentation (Police Vehicles) 
 
Keith Sidwell, Senior Account Executive with Enterprise Fleet Service, 
delivered a presentation via ZOOM and discussed the advantages of a Fleet 
Service, stating that it requires no longterm commitment, recommends one-
year cycle. Mr. Sidwell also discussed acquisition strategies, funding 
strategies, and resale strategies. Council Member Jones made a motion to 
table this matter until the next Council Meeting. Council Member Stewart 
seconded the motion. Following a discussion of the matter, Council Member 
Jones withdrew his motion and Council Member Stewart withdrew the second 
to this motion. Council Member jones made a motion to prepare necessary 
documents for approval. Council Member Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

F. Discuss/Approve Applying for MDWFP Recreational Trail Grant for a 
Nature Trail in Propse Park 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the request to apply for 
MDWFP Recreational Trail Grant for a Nature Trail in Propse Park. Council 
Member Greene seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

G. Discuss/Approve Bluecutt and Military Road Traffic Study and 

Conceptual Design Plan Proposal 

 

Kevin Stafford dba Neel-Schaffer, Inc., participated in the Meeting via ZOOM 

and requested approval to proceed with Traffic Study and Conceptual Design 

Plan Proposal at Bluecutt and Military Road. The Study and pre-planning is 

estimated at $1.5 milliion dollar project. Funding this study will be taken from 

the Use Tax Funds. Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the 

request. Council Member Dicicco seconded the motion. 

 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The motion carried 6/0. 
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H. Payment Application #10 to Walters Construction for Road Paving 

Project in the amount of $484,116.84 

Kevin Stafford remarked that paving is near complete. Contractors are 
striping and finishing around manhole covers. Council Member Jones made a 
motion to approve Payment Application #10 to Walters Construction for Road 
Paving Project in the amount of $484,116.84. Council Member Stewart 
seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried 6/0. 
 

I. Discuss Mayor’s Veto of the Motion presented by Council Member 
Joseph Mickens, to approved pay scale for City Registrar position at the 
January 4, 2022 Columbus City Council meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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 Council Member Jones made a motion to override the Mayor’s Veto to fill the  
 Registrar position with Action Center duties added.. Council Member Stewart  
 seconded the motion. 
 
 Council Members Stewart, Mickens, Beard, and Jones voted in favor of the  
 motion. Council Members Greene and Dicicco opposed the motion. 
 
 The motion carried 4/2. 
 
    J. Derelict Property 

 
ERIC GREEN 
705 15th Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  21-0427 Property Maintenance Code Violation 
 

     The General Counsel called cause number 21-0427. The property owner   
    Eric Green came forward and remarked that carpet burned inside the structure 
 and he intends to make repairs and rent the structure out.. Mr. Green requested 
 a 45-day extension to remediate the property. Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha 
 James, agreed with the request for a 45-day extension to allow the property 
 owner remediate the structure and requested that he go to the Inspection  
 Department and renew the building permit. Council Member Jones made a 
 motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11, and for an Order stating the City 
 may remediate the property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and 
 removing rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) 
 times in a twenty-four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with 
 further notice to the owner, as required by law and grant the 45 Day extension 
 to renew the Building Permit and remediate the structure. Council Member 
 Beard seconded the motion. 
     
         All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
         The motion carried 6/0. 
 

SHEILA M. HOOD 
811 21st Street North 
CASE NUMBER:  21-0497 Vegetation 
 
The General Counsel called cause number 21-0497. No one appeared. Code 
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as 
such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Beard 
made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and 



MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
JANUARY 18, 2022 
 

for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated 
fences up to six (6)  more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately 
following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal 
property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) 
month period. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. 

 
     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
     The motion carried 6/0. 

 
CLOSED DETERMINATION: 

 Council Member Beard made a motion to go into closed session to determine 
whether it is necessary to go into Executive Session. Council Member Stewart 
seconded the motion.  

  
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

  
 The motion carried 6/0. 
 

All members of the public, with the exception of the Mayor, the Council, the 
General Counsel, the Police Chief, and the HR Director, exited the meeting. 
 
Mayor Gaskin apprised the Council of one (1) prospective sale of City Real 
property and one (1) personnel matter and remarked that these matters warrant 
being heard in Executive Session. Council Member Beard made a motion to go 
in Executive Session to discuss one (1) prospective sale of real property and one 
(1) personnel matter.  
 

       All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The motion carried 6/0. 
  
      The Public Information Officer then announced to the general public outside the  

Council Chambers that the Council was going into Executive Session to discuss 
one (1) prospective sale of City Real property and one (1) personnel matter. 
 


