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I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION
  

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA
  

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS.
  

A. Approve Minutes for Meeting of March 1, 2022

IV. CONSENT AGENDA
  

M. Andrews A. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend “Firefighter Intervention 
Rescue Survival Techniques (FIRST)” to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of 
registration, travel, and meal expenses in the amount of $565.00.

M. Andrews B. Approve request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel to become a Notary Public for the 
amount of $300.00.

M. Andrews C. Accept letter of resignation for the Fire Chief position, effective April 18, 2022, approve 
compensation for any unused vacation time and authorize HR Director to begin the 
normal recruitment process. 

M. Andrews D. Approved amended letter of resignation for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel, that was 
approved on March 1, 2022 Council Meeting and approved any compensation for any 
unused vacation leave.  

F. Shelton E. Approve permit request submitted by Glenn Lautzenhiser, on behalf of Christian 
Community in Prayer, to host the "National Day of Prayer" to be held on May 5, 2022 
from 12:00 noon until 1:00 p.m. in front of the Lowndes County Courthouse, blocking 
Second Avenue North in front of the Courthouse from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  

F. Shelton F. Approve request from Columbus Arts Council for use of food trucks at Burns Bottom Art 
Festival on March 19, April 16, May 21 and June 18, 2022. 

F. Shelton G. Approve request for a CPD Investigator to attend the "Officer Involved Shootings 
Course" on April 6, 2022, in Meridian, Mississippi at no cost to the City. 

F. Shelton H. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) CPD Officer, effective March 17, 2022 and 
approve compensation for any unused vacation leave.  

K. Wiegel I. Approve request for refund of permit fee
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G. Lewis J. Approve request for two Columbus Recreation employees to accompany Sim Scott 

Senior Citizens on a bus trip to Washington, DC, from April 7 to April 13, 2022 at no cost 
to the City.

G. Irby K. Approve request for the Director of Planning to attend U.S. Civil Rights Movement Sites 
Symposium in Atlanta, GA; and approve payment of travel, lodging and meals expenses 
in the amount of $594.50.

P. Mitchell L. Approve the 2% Tourism Tax payment to Lowndes County, Golden Triangle 
Development LINK and Columbus Visitors Bureau in the total amount of $166,719.13

J. Garrett M. Approve request for COO to attend the 2022 Annual MAPDD Conference April 19-22, 
2022 in Biloxi, MS in the estimated amount of $1,512.00 for registration fee, hotel, 
mileage and meals.

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS.
  

A. Approve Docket of Claims for March 15, 2022

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA:
  

A. General Comments from Mayor and Council

K. Wiegel B. Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Dept for February 2022

M. Andrews C. Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for February 2022.

S. James D. Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for February 2022

F. Shelton E. Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for February 2022 

G. Irby F. Monthly Report from the Office of Planning & Community Development for February 
2022

C. Gilman G. Monthly Report from the Crime Lab for February 2022

C. Bush H. Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for February 2022

G. Lewis I. Monthly Report from Columbus Recreation Department for February 2022

W. Blunt J. Monthly Report for Municipal Court for February 2022

K. CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Dewitt Hicks Jr.'s Term Expires 03/05/2022
Appointment will be made March 15, 2022.

     • Jay Patel

COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL SCHOOL BOARD
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Jason Spears' Term Expires 03/20/2022
Appointment will be made March 15, 2022.

       • Jason Spears

       • Cynthia Brown

       • J'Marcus Brooks
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       • Victor Salter

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA
  

A.  Melissa Parsons, Chair of Pick It Up Possum Town Initiative

B. Jeremy Clay, Columbus Preservation Society

VIII. POLICY AGENDA:
  

S. James A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket

P. Mitchell B. Discuss/Approve request to fill vacant position of Building Clerk/Permit Technician, 
contingent on successful completion of pre-employment medical exam and drug screen.

K. Stafford C. Discuss/Approve submitting the FY2022 FAA AIP Grant Application for the CLCA’s 
Parallel Taxiway Pavement Rehabilitation project in the amount of $487,993.00.

K. Stafford D. Discuss/Approve submitting the FY2023 MDOT Multimodal Grant Application for the CLCA’s 
Terminal Building Rehabilitation project.

K. Stafford E. Discuss/Approve bids for striping, wheel stops, and ADA signage for Sims Scott 
Community Center parking lot and approve lowest bidder.

K. Stafford F. Discuss/Approve Engineering Contract for City-Wide Drainage Rehabilitation Services 

K. Stafford G. Discuss/Approve lowest quote for Bluecutt Extension road patch through use of remaining 
2020 bond paving funds

K. Wiegel H. Discuss/Approve recommendations from the Planning Commission concerning AirBNBs. 

R. Bonner/K. 
Stafford

I. Discuss/Approve the use of usage tax to pave streets in Friendship Cemetery and 
advertise for project bids.

R. Bonner J. Discuss/Approve Proposed City Facilities Policy

J. Turnage K. Discuss "nunc pro tunc"(now for then) approval of IT Contracting Proposal

J. Turnage/P. 
Beard

L. Discuss/Approve Resolution Approving Incentive Pay for City Employees

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION:
  

A. Personnel Matter (1)



MEETING OF
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS

MARCH 1, 2022
5:00 P.M.

The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, March 1, 2022 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Keith Gaskin 
presided over the meeting, and all Council Members were present. Also present were the 
General Counsel, Police Chief, Assistant Police Chief, HR Director and all other Department 
Heads.

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION

Mayor Gaskin called the meeting to order and called upon Rev. Doran Johnson, 
Pastor of Greater Mt. Zion M. B. Church, Columbus, MS, to offer the Invocation. 

II. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA

Council Member Mickens made a motion to adopt the Agenda as presented. Council 
Member Greene seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

III. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETING
 
A. Approve Minutes for Meeting of February 15, 2022

Council Member Dicicco made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
February 15, 2022 with a date correction. Council Member Stewart seconded the 
motion.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.
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IV. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approve request Fire and Rescue Captain, Dale Ballard, to attend “Truck Company 
Operations” to be held in Pearl, MS, and approve payment of $365.00 for payment 
of registration, $50.00 for travel and reimbursement of meal expenses. 

B. Approve request for Fire and Rescue Firefighters: Fredreon Steele and Sally 
Kerstetter, to attend “Hazardous Materials Awareness & Operations” to be held in 
Jackson, MS, and approve payment of registration, $50.00 for travel and 
reimbursement for meal expenses.

C. Accept letter of resignation from Fire and Rescue Firefighter, Tiberias Lampkin, 
effective March 18, 2022, and approve compensation for unused vacation leave.  

D. Approve payment in the amount of $176,579.81 on a request that was approved in 
October 2021 for SCBA equipment for Columbus Fire and Rescue. 

E. Accept letter of resignation from Columbus Police Officer, Sherman Mosely, 
effective March 11, 2022 and approve compensation for any unused vacation 
leave.

F. Approve permit request submitted by Colin Krieger and Doug Pellum, on behalf of 
Zachary’s Restaurant, to host the “St. Patty’s Pawty for the Humane Society” to be 
held on March 13, 2022 from 1:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m., blocking Second Avenue 
North from Fifth Street North to the back of the Trotter driveway. 

G. Approve request for CPD Chief, Fred Shelton, to attend the “Mississippi 
Association of Chiefs of Police Annual Conference” to be held in Biloxi, Mississippi, 
and approve payment of $350.00 for registration, $479.96 for lodging, $100.00 for 
travel and reimbursement of meal expenses.

H. Approve request to advertise for Legal Publications Bid

I. Approve an All-Way Stop Request at 2nd Avenue North and 3rd Street (Munson 
Brothers).

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members voted in favor of same, with 
a unanimous vote.

V. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS FOR MARCH 1, 2022
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Council Member Mickens made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for 
March 1, 2022, in the amount of $974,561.18. Council Member Jones seconded 
the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion except Councilwoman Dicicco, 
who opposed.

The motion carried 5/1.

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA

A. General Comments from the Mayor and Council Members

Mayor Gaskin welcomed Ms. Jammie Garrett, new Chief Operating Officer for 
the City. 

Mayor Gaskin then asked if any Council Members had any announcements.

Council Members’ Announcements:
Vice-Mayor Mickens announced  that Dr. Cherie Labat, Superintendent of 
Education for the Columbus Municipal School District, will meet with City 
elected officials in each ward and invited citizens and the public to attend. 
Wards II and III meeting will be held on Monday, March 7, 2022 in East 
Columbus Gym at 5:30 p.m.

Council Member Beard invited citizens in Ward IV to meet with Dr. Labat on 
Wednesday, March 9, 2022 at the Boys’ and Girls’ Club.

Council Member Stewart announced that citizens met on 2/28/2022 at Sim 
Scott Community Center and will meet in Ward I on March 28, 2022 at 
Townsend Community Center at 5:30 p.m.

Council Member Dicicco announced that citizens in Ward VI will meet March 
22, 2022.

 Mayor Gaskin congratulated the Lady Falcons Basketball team for 
making it to the quarter-finals; we are so proud of your hard work on and 
off the court! (Prior to the end of the meeting, Mayor Gaskin was 
informed that the Lady Falcons defeated Brookhaven and the next game 
will be Friday, March 4, 2022 in Jackson).

 Just a reminder that Columbus Fire and Rescue personnel will start 
conducting fire inspections at businesses this month. Also, the Fire 
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Department received their self-containing breathing apparatus 
equipment last week.

 Please remember that Emergency Management will conduct a tornado 
warning siren test on March 2, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. It’s a drill!

 A Prayer Walk will be held on Saturday, March 5, 2022 and will begin at 
the Columbus Police Department. Contact Chief Shelton for additional 
information.

 The Mississippi Spelling Bee will be held Saturday, March 12, 2022 at 
MUW’s Rent Auditorium at 10:00 a.m. This is a major feat and we offer 
thanks and appreciation to the Columbus-Lowndes Chamber of 
Commerce’s Education Committee for this event. We are hoping to 
make Columbus the new host site for this competition.

B. PRESENTATION OF COMMENDATIONS TO FIVE (5) CPD OFFICERS

Chief Fred Shelton recognized five (5) CPD Officers for their dedication to duty, 
selfless service, training and outstanding professional ability that contributed in 
the successful apprehension of a robbery suspect on January 10, 2022, and 
presented a Certificate to each of them. The Police Department Command Staff 
was also available.

Joe Dillon, Public Information Officer, announced vacancies on various Boards 
and remarked that one (1) appointment can be made tonight.

C. BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT & APPEALS OF DEVELOPMENT CODES:

 2 Vacancies, 1-Year Terms, Alan Lewis’ Term Expired1/07/2022 and Kevin 
Stafford’s Term Expires 3/03/2022.

 One applicant must be in the Fire Protection Service or Contractor and the 
second applicant must be an Engineer.

 Appointments will be made 3/01/2022.

APPLICANT:
Kevin Stafford

Council Member Beard made a motion to reappoint Kevin Stafford to the Board 
of Adjustment & Appeals of Development Codes for a one (1) year term, until 
March 1, 2023. Council Member Stewart seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.
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CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
1 Vacancy, 3-Year Term, Dewitt Hicks Jr.’s Term Expires 3/05/2022.
Appointment will be made March 15, 2022.

APPLICANT:
Jay Patel

COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL SCHOOL BOARD
1 Vacancy, 5-Year Term, Jason Spears’ Term Expires 3/20/2022.
Appointment will be made March 15, 2022.

APPLICANTS:
Jason Spears
Cynthia Brown
J’Marcus Brooks

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA

A. Mr. Will Sanders

Mr. Will Sanders, MS CPA and formerly a regulator of auditors at the Public 
Company Accounting Oversight Board, participated in the meeting via ZOOM. The 
following letter was read in its entirety. Mayor Gaskin then asked Mr. Sanders to e-
mail the letter to all Council Members.  

PLEASE SEE THE LETTER ON THE NEXT TWO (2) PAGES:

(THIS SPACE WAS LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY)
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B. Mr. Jason Spears

Mr. Jason Spears came forward and reported on the Soccer Tournament that was 
held on February 12 & 13, 2022, reporting that 73 Teams from across the State 
participated in this event, comprised of 1,000 players, ages 7 – 16. We had 110 
matches. Tourists shopped in downtown stores and stayed in City Hotels. Mr. 
Spears thanked Chief Fred Shelton & CPD, Chief Martin Andrews and his staff, 
Casey Bush and the Public Works Department, Greg Lewis and his staff and all 
other groups that worked together to make this event a success. Most hotels in 
Columbus were sold out for this event.  On February 11, 2022, hotel revenue was 
up 95% compared to the previous year and on February 12, 2022, hotel revenue 
was up by 107% compared to the previous year. Total dollars spent on lodging in 
hotels were $172,460.00. Mr. Spears expressed interest in making this an annual 
event. People want to be in Columbus. Mayor Gaskin thanked Mr. Spears for 
coordinating this event and for the success of this event.

C. ERIC GREEN

Mr. Eric Green came before the Mayor and Council with a request about 
dilapidated property and requested an extension of time to allow him to remediate 
his property located at 705 – 15th Street North, Case Number 21-0427. Council 
Member Jones made a motion give the property owner a 30-day extension to 
remediate the property, and that an Order be issued  for the property in accordance 
with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and   for an Order stating the City 
may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in 
the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and 
weeds and remove rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than 
twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard 
seconded the motion. Council Member Mickens remarked  that he has received 
complaints about this property. It’s located across the street from a business 
establishment and is an eyesore. 

     All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

    The motion carried 6/0.

VIII. POLICY AGENDA

A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 

SALLIE MAE SMITH STAPLES
1915 4th Avenue North
CASE NUMBER 21-0527        Property Maintenance Code Violation
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The General Counsel called cause number 21-0527. Ms. Nellie Lowe, grand 
daughter of the property owner, came forward and requested that the City demolish 
the property.  Code Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in 
such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-
11 of the Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the 
property as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested 
immediate abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council 
Member Jones made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated 
buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month 
period immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Beard seconded the motion.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

BETTY J. SWOOPE c/o TINREE, LLC
2322 4TH Avenue South
CASE NUMBER 21-0428       Property Maintenance Code Violation

      The General Counsel called cause number 21-0428. No one appeared. Code
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member
Greene made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Jones seconded the motion.
Council Member Greene asked George Irby if these properties can be 
rehabbed and Mr. Irby answered, “No.”

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

LIVINGSTON RENTAL PROPERTY LLC
612 Peach Street
CASE NUMBER: 22-0004
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     The General Counsel called cause number 22-0004. No one appeared. Code
Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of 
uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the 
Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property 
as such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate 
abatement and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member
Beard made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi 
Code, and for an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or 
dilapidated fences up to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period 
immediately following the Order and cutting grass and weeds and removing 
rubbish, personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a 
twenty-four (24) month period. Council Member Jonesseconded the motion.

All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

B. Discuss/Approve Addendum to Extend Closing of 2023 Tax Appraisal and 
Assessment of Woody’s On The Water to April 15, 2022. 

General Counsel Jeff Turnage requested approval of Addendum to Real Estate 
Purchase and Sale Agreement to extend the closing date to April 15, 2022, with 
the Buyer retaining the right to further extend the closing date in order to 
complete all necessary due diligence. Council Member Jones made a motion to 
approve request pursuant to the language above. Council Member Stewart 
seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

C. Discuss/Approve Low Recommendations from the February 14, 2022 
Planning Commission meeting.

Permitted Use Re-hearing Request 22-01

On Behalf of Pat Thompson
3623 Azalea Circle
Tax Parcel 57W06-00-02100
R-1 Single Family Residential District

Request to use a single family dwelling as an Air BNB
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All nine (9) members of the Commission were present. However, MacArthur Inge 
recused himself from the vote as he is a resident of Northaven Woods where the 
subject property is located.

The Planning Commission recommends Denial of request of using a single 
family dwelling as an Air BNB because the property was zone R-1 Single 
Family Residential and the Restrictive Covenants stated all lots are to be used 
as Single Family only. An Air BNB would not be considered a single-family use.

Council Member Dicicco moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City 
Council, and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to deny 
request from the property owner to use a single family dwelling as an Air BNB 
be approved. Council Member Greene seconded the motion. There followed 
discussion, consideration, and review by the Council of the issues and facts 
presented by this request and the action taken by the City of Columbus 
Planning Commission. 

 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

Discuss/Consider amending the current definition of Bed & Breakfast

The Planning Commission voted unanimously to amend the current definition of 
Bed & Breakfast to read as follows: Bed and Breakfast Inn: An owner-
occupied house, or portion thereof, where short-term lodging rooms with or 
without meals are provided for compensation. (The only change is the 
underlined first three words).Council Member Greene made a motion to 
approve the amended definition of Bed & Breakfast Inn. Council Member 
Dicicco seconded the motion.

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

Discuss/Consider adopting a definition of Short Term Rentals.

The Planning Commission voted unanimously to adopt a definition of Short-
Term Rentals to read as follows: Short-term rental or “STR” means lodging use, 
other than a hotel or motel, in which a dwelling unit or portion thereof or 
accessory dwelling unit is provided to guests by a short-term rental operator for 
a fee for fewer than 30 consecutive nights. A dwelling unit or portion thereof that 
is used by the same individual or individuals for 30 or more consecutive nights 
is not a short-term rental. Council Member Greene made a motion to adopt the 
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definition of Short Term Rentals as defined above. Council Member Mickens 
seconded the motion.

SUBSTITUTE MOTION:
Council Member Beard made a substitute motion regarding request to adopt a 
definition of Short Term Rentals for further review and discussion. Council 
Member Stewart seconded the motion.

Council Members Stewart, Mickens, Beard and Jones voted in favor of the 
substitute motion. Council Members Greene and Dicicco opposed the motion.

The motion carried 4/2.

D. Discuss/Approve permission request from Colin Krieger and Doug 
Pellum, on behalf of Zachary’s Restaurant and Columbus/Lowndes 
Human Society, to serve beer during the “St. Patty’s Pawty” on March 13, 
2022 from 1:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m., within the blocked portion of the street 
next to Zachary’s Restaurant.

Council Member Beard made a motion to approve request from Colin Krieger and 
Doug Pellum, on behalf of Zachary’s Restaurant and Columbus/Lowndes Human 
Society, to serve beer during the “St. Patty’s Pawty” on March 13, 2022 from 1:00 p.m. 
until 6:00 p.m., within the blocked portion of the street next to Zachary’s Restaurant. 
Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

E. Discuss Equipment Needs for the Public Works Department

Casey Bush, Public Works Director, came before the Mayor and Council with a list of 
Equipment Needs for the Public Works Department to help it operate more efficiently. 
The list is below: 

 (1) Backhoe
 (1) Excavator
 (1) Boom Truck
 (1) Mini-Excavator
 (2) Crew Cab Pick-Up Trucks
 (2) Zero Turn Mowers

Mr. Bush stated that the aging equipment currently in the Public Works Department 
breaks down frequently and he’s constantly sending them to the maintenance shop for 
repair. Mr. Bush was asked to quantify the approximate total cost for this list and bring 
to the Council. No action was taken on this request.
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CLOSED DETERMINATION:
Council Member Jones made a motion to go into closed session to determine whether 
it is necessary to go into Executive Session. Council Member Stewart seconded the 
motion. 

All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.

All members of the public, with the exception of the Mayor, the Council, the General 
Counsel, the Police Chief, and the HR Director, exited the meeting.

Mayor Gaskin apprised the Council of two (2) Personnel Matters to be discussed in 
Executive Session, pursuant to Section 25-41-7(4)(a) of the Open Meetings Act as 
they relate to the job performance, character, professional competence of persons 
holding  a specific position in the department. Council Member Jones made a motion 
to go into Executive Session to discuss two (2) Personnel Matters. Council Member 
Beard seconded the motion.  

      All Council Members voted in favor of the motion.

The motion carried 6/0.
 

     The Public Information Officer then announced to the general public outside the 
Council Chambers that the Council was going into Executive Session to discuss two 
(2) Personnel Matters. 

ADJOURNMENT:

The Mayor then asked if there was any other business to come before the Mayor and 

City Council. There being none, Council Member Beard moved that the meeting be 

adjourned. Upon second by Council Member Greene and unanimous vote, the Mayor 

announced that the meeting was ADJOURNED.

 Approved by: 
   Keith Gaskin, Mayor                  Patricia Mitchell

                 Deputy Clerk
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CITY OF COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 
OFFICIAL TRAVEL REQUEST APPLICATION

Officials, Officers and Employees of the City of Columbus seeking approval from the Mayor and City Council for 
permission to travel shall submit this application, fully completed and signed in ADVANCE of the requested travel. 
Except in urgent or necessitous cases, Requests for Travel must be submitted for approval well in advance of the 
Departure Date so that the Mayor and City Council can consider the request at a regular meeting of the Mayor and City 
Council before the travel. Travel and reimbursement for same is governed by Section 25-3-41 of the Mississippi Code of 
1972 as may be amended from time to time.

 Typed or Printed Name of Official Applying for Travel:  Kameron Pearson 

 Name of Event Official seeks to Attend:  Firefighter Intervention Rescue Survival Techniques (FIRST)

 Benefit to City resulting from Attendance:  Required training for firefighters

 Location (City & State) of the Event for which Travel is sought: Jackson, MS

 Name of Hotel, Motel or place of Lodging if reimbursement is sought:

 Proposed Date of Departure:_3/21/2022____ ● Proposed Date of Return:_3/25/2022_____

 Mode of Transportation:_City_____

 Estimated Total Fees for Registration of all programs at Event, Conference,
Seminar, Class or Program: $ 365.00

 Cost per Night of Lodging: $ 0.00

 Total Estimated Lodging Costs for All Nights: $ 0.00

 Estimated Cost of Transportation (Gas, Airfare, Taxi or Mileage Reimbursement):
Gas (if using City Vehicle): $ 50.00

Airfare (if flying): $ 0.00
Taxi Service (if anticipated): $ 0.00

Mileage Reimbursement (if driving Personal Vehicle): $ 0.00

 Estimated Cost of Meals: $ 150.00

 Any other Estimated Costs: $ 0.00

TOTAL ESTIMATED COSTS $ 565.00

I certify that the estimates of the costs of travel as set forth on this form are my best estimates based upon information 
reasonably available. I also certify that I understand that in order to be reimbursed for the estimated costs above, I 
must produce upon return any and all registration forms, receipts for meals, and lodging, together with any other bona 
fide proof of payment for the estimated costs set forth above.

Signature:  Date:3/8/2022

REVISED 6/2018

INFORMATION ABOUT THE TRAVEL SOUGHT

ITEMIZED ESTIMATE OF COSTS OF TRAVEL



















































CITY OF COLUMBUS
POST OFFICE BOX 1408

COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 39703
(662) 328-7021 Phone 

(662) 329-5173 Fax 

MAYOR
    KEITH GASKIN.

CITY COUNCIL
ETHEL STEWART, WARD 1
JOSEPH W. MICKENS, SR., WARD 2
RUSSELL GREENE, WARD 3
PIERRE D. BEARD, SR., WARD 4
STEPHEN JONES, WARD 5
JACQUELINE DICICCO, WARD 6

CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER
JAMMIE GARRETT

CFO/SECRETARY-TREASURER
       VACANT

POLICE CHIEF 
FREDERICK C. SHELTON

FIRE CHIEF
MARTIN L. ANDREWS

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR
       PATRICIA S. MITCHELL

INTERIM DIRECTOR OF PLANNING 
AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
       GEORGE IRBY

March 10, 2022

Mayor Keith Gaskin
 and Members of the City Council
City of Columbus
P. O. Box 1408
Columbus, MS  39703-1408

RE:  U. S. Civil Rights Movement Sites Symposium
April 21 - 22, 2022
Atlanta, GA

Dear Mayor and Council:

I would like to request permission to attend the above referenced symposium; and 
payment of lodging meals and travel expenses. The benefit of this symposium is to network and 
gather information on grants that will benefit a historical downtown building. The networking will 
be with national preservationists.

Due to the rising cost of fuel, there is not much difference in the cost of flying verses 
driving.  I would prefer to fly and I am willing to pay the difference between amount of an airline 
ticket and gas to travel my automobile.

The projected expense amount is as follows:  

            Airfare ($229.00 x ½)                     $114.50
Lodging (2 nights@ $166)                 332.00

            Meals (2 days @ $74.00)                   148.00

$594.50

Thanks in advance for your consideration.

Sincerely,

George H. Irby
George H. Irby, Interim Director
Office of Planning & Community Development 

LP/lp























































MONTHLY REPORT * February, 2022 

Building Inspection Department 

 
 

PERMITS ISSUED 
 

Building: Other Permits: 

New Residential/Additions 1 Electrical 16 

New Commercial/Additions 1 Plumbing / Gas 22 

Remodeling/Repairs  15 Mechanical 7 

Demolition 5 Public Utility 3 

Accessory Structures 1 

Move Mobile Home 0 

  Inspections: 133 

 
Board Meetings: 

Historic Preservation Commission  0 applications - no meeting 

Planning Commission  1 case reheard & denied 

Zoning Board of Adjustments & Appeals 0 applications - no meeting 

 
 
Presently, the Building Inspection Department is reviewing plans, issuing permits, or making inspections for 

the following:  (List is exclusive of permits issued for demolitions and minor repairs, e.g. roofing, fencing, signs, etc) 

 
1. Vibrant Church 500 Holly Hills Road Addition/Remodeling 

2. Hope Community Church 401 Main Street Remodeling 

3. Jay Burchfield 1512 Gardner Boulevard New metal building 

4. Military Lee, LLC 1815 Military Road Renovation 

5. City of Columbus (Amphitheater) 101 Island Road Entry Gate Element, Phase 2 

6. Antioch Missionary Baptist Ch 2304 7th Avenue North Addition to front of church 

7. Parkwood Developers LLC 222 Waverly Road New laundry/office building 

8. BH Properties LLC 2422 College Street New single-family residence 

9. Philanshia Shambley 589 Chandler Road New single-family residence 

10. Waverly Enterprises LLC 605 Leigh Drive Renovations at apt complex 

11. Rodabough Properties LLC 417 & 419 1st St South Remodel two duplexes 

12. Edward & Gwenda Harris 1711 8th Avenue North New single-family residence 

13. TGV Properties LLC 322 5th Street South Remodel two floors 

14. Donna & Boyce Adams 2005 Seminole Road 20' x 40' residential addition 

15. Alexius Jones 1511 21st Street North New single-family residence 

16. Little C Properties LLC 45 Laurel Drive New single-family residence 

17. Stone Real Estate LLC 216-224 5th Street South Renovate/remodel mixed-use bldg 

18. Martha & Peter Imes 419 9th Street North Install in-ground pool and spa 

19. Habitat for Humanity 1410 Military Road New single-family residence 

20. Theris Timothy Sherrod 722 9th Street South New single-family residence 



21. Ables Investments LLC 14 Eagle Cove New single-family residence 

22. James & Elizabeth Hazard 509 7th Street South Addition and remodel 

23. Alexander Blunt 431 15th Street South New single-family residence 

24. Edison J Lott 1716 Forrest Hill Drive Pool 

25. Magnolia Place Cooper LLC 1480 Old Aberdeen Road Remodel for Ross Dress or Less 

26. Baptist Memorial Hospital GT 2520 5th Street North Expand Pre and Post-op Room 

27. The Colony LLC 3946 Highway 182 East Rebuild 8-unit apartment building 

28. Zion Gate MB Church 1202 5th Street South Install fire sprinkler system 

29. Quality Restaurant Concepts 2332 Highway 45 North Repair roof at Applebee's 

30. Rigdon & Street Properties 150 Highway 12 East Demo interior for remodel 

31. Jackson Rental Property LLC 2322 Highway 45 North Remodel commercial spaces 

32. Levine Investments LP 528 18th Avenue North Modify Chick-fil-A drive through 

33. Read Family Investments LLC 100 5th Street South Remodel commercial spaces 

34. Doctors Park of Columbus LLC 425 Hospital Drive, Ste 6B Remodel commercial space 

35. Archland Property I LLC 937 Alabama Street Renovate McDonald's interior 

36. Southern Real Estate Co Inc 417 Tuscaloosa Road Addition for commercial storage 

 
 
BUILDING INSPECTION DEPT 

/s/ Kenneth Wiegel, Director  



Fire & Special Incidents: 
Civilian Deaths__________ Civilian Injuries___________  Firefighter Deaths___________  Firefighter Injuries___________ 

COLUMBUS FIRE & RESCUE 

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council Members: 

; compared to 
I submit for your review and acceptance the following summary of activities. The Department answered a total 
of _________ alarms during the month of _____________, 20____ ________ alarms a year ago this same month, 
and _________ alarms last month. 

 ________ Fires ________ Good Intent Calls _________ Overpressure/Explosion 

________ Rescue/EMT _________Weather/Natural Disaster _________ Special Incidents ________ False Alarms 

________ Service Calls _________ Hazardous Conditions _________ Unknown Incident Types 

Estimated dollar value of threatened property: __

Estimated dollar loss of insured property: 

Estimated dollar loss of uninsured property: 

Estimated dollar value of property saved:        

Respectfully Submitted, 

_________________________________ 
Chief of Columbus Fire & Rescue 

False Alarm Property Use: ________ Auto,__________ Residential,________ Mercantile/Business,________  Storage,              

________ Industry/Utility,_________Educational,_________ Assembly,_________ Healthcare/Detention/Correction,      

_________Outside/Special Property,__________ Manufacturing/Processing,__________ Undetermined,_________ Other 

Division of Training: ___________ Hours of in-house department training 

___________ Hours of specialty or certification training 

Life Safety & Public Education:  

Code Enforcement: 

___________ Public Ed. – Participants trained 

___________ Community Relations / Involvement 

___________Car Seat Installations / Checks 

___________ Safety / Code Inspections Performed 

___________ Plans review / Building Permits 

___________ Fire Investigations 

___________ Childcare / Healthcare / Nursing Home Inspections 

___________ Burn Permits 



















 

 

 

City of Columbus Monthly Department Report 
 

Department Name: _______________________________________________________ 

Department Head: ________________________________________________________ 

Reporting Period: _________________________________________________________ 
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City of Columbus Monthly Department Report 
 

Department Name: _______________________________________________________ 

Department Head: ________________________________________________________ 

Reporting Period: _________________________________________________________ 
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CITY OF COLUMBUS

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

MONTHLY REPORT

Report Date: February 2022

Overgrown Lots/Dilapidated Properties

Lots Cleaned or Cleared:   0

Building/Structures Demo’d:   0

Accidents (City vehicle involved): Property Damage (Public):

Pickups: 0 Tires: 0

Trucks: 0 Windshields: 0

Equipment: 0 Front / Rear Bumper 0                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Bumper: Vehicle Door 0

Overtime:

911 call outs: 3 Hours: 12

Respectfully,

Casey Bush

Director of Public Works

Request Category Created Closed In 
Progress

Barricades Abandoned 0 0 0
Drainage Issues 13 9 4
Fallen Branches/Trees 1 1 0
Yard Waste (branches, bagged leaves, etc.) 21 21 0
Missing or Damaged Signage 1 1 0
Potholes 11 11 0
Road Stripes/Markers 0 0 0
Sidewalk Repair 0 0 0
Riverwalk 0 0 0

Total 47 43 4









COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL COURT DIVISION
POST OFFICE BOX 1408

1501 MAIN STREET
COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI   39703

PHONE:  (662) 244-3512          FAX: (662) 244-3586

February 28, 2022

TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council

COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL COURT
OMNIGO MONTHLY REPORT
February 28, 2022

 
                                                           FEB 2022     FEB 2021       JAN 2022

 FINES AND ASSESSMENTS      $48, 369.03   $10, 379.12     $35, 959.94
 

          FEB 2022      FEB 2021       JAN 2022

AMOUNT TO STATE                  $ 16, 768.16     $ 12, 421.19       $  13, 229.16         
AMOUNT TO CITY                     $ 29, 905.73     $ 24, 711.72       $  21, 508.92
AMOUNT TO MHP                     $    1, 695.14     $    1,198.24        $   1,221.86
                      

Respectfully Submitted
WENDY F. BLUNT, CCA
Municipal Court Administrator



COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL COURT DIVISION
POST OFFICE BOX 1408

1501 MAIN STREET
COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI   39703

PHONE:  (662) 244-3512          FAX: (662) 244-3586

February 28, 2022

TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council

COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL COURT
PTS MONTHLY REPORT
February 28, 2022

 
                                                           FEB 2022      FEB 2021       JAN 2022

 FINES AND ASSESSMENTS       $ 9, 531.31   $10, 379.12     $ 9, 684.00
 

           FEB 2022       FEB 2021       JAN 2022

AMOUNT TO STATE                   $ 2, 074.75      $  1, 938.85       $  2, 274.12         
AMOUNT TO CITY                      $ 7, 338.56      $  8, 629.27       $  7, 287.28
AMOUNT TO MHP                      $      118.00      $     171.00        $      123.00
                      

Respectfully Submitted
WENDY F. BLUNT, CCA
Municipal Court Administrator
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	VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA
	A. Melissa Parsons, Chair of Pick It Up Possum Town I
	B. Jeremy Clay, Columbus Preservation Society

	VIII. POLICY AGENDA:
	A. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket
	B. Discuss/Approve request to fill vacant position of
	C. Discuss/Approve submitting the FY2022 FAA AIP Gran
	D. Discuss/Approve submitting the FY2023 MDOT Multimo
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	alarms during the month of: 205
	alarms last month: 221
	Fires: 12
	Good Intent Calls: 17
	RescueEMT: 130
	WeatherNatural Disaster: 
	Service Calls: 12
	Civilian Injuries: 
	Firefighter Deaths: 
	Firefighter Injuries: 
	undefined: 
	Auto: 
	Residential:         20
	MercantileBusiness:        2
	IndustryUtility: 
	Educational:        2
	Assembly:       2
	HealthcareDetentionCorrection:        4
	OutsideSpecial Property: 
	ManufacturingProcessing: 
	Undetermined: 
	Other: 
	Hours of inhouse department training: 697
	Hours of specialty or certification training: 384
	Public Ed  Participants trained: 112
	Chief of Columbus Fire  Rescue: 
	Text1: February
	Text2: 22
	Text3: 219
	Text4:        1
	Text5: 2200000
	Text6: 1000
	Text7: 
	Text8: 2199000
	False Alarms: 31
	OverpressureExplosion: 
	Special Incidents: 
	Unknown Incident Types: 
	Hazardous Conditions: 3
	Burn Permits: 2
	Childcare  Healthcare  Nursing Home Inspections: 2
	Fire Investigations: 1
	Plans review  Building Permits: 1
	Safety  Code Inspections Performed: 10
	Car Seat Installations  Checks: 6
	Community Relations  Involvement: 4
	Text11: Office of Planning & Community Development
	Text21: George H. Irby
	Text31: February 2022
	Text41: 
  March 8, 2022


  Mayor Keith Gaskin and 
     Members of the Columbus City Council
  Columbus, MS  39703-1408
                              
  Re:  Monthly Report

  During the month of February, the Office of Planning and Community Development had the following activity:

   1. CHAP – Requested and Received Permission to Replace Panels from Mayor Gaskin & the City Council
   2. HOME - Worked on and Received Amendment to Environmental Review from MHC,  Consulted Homeowners and     
       Received Selections of House Plans for Reconstruction; Notified Homeowners of Walk Through Inspections; Created and
       Made Copies of Pre-Bid Packages, Attend Pre-Bid Conferences; Took Contractors to Homes to be Reconstructed,
       Consulted Building Official Kenneth Wiegel regarding Plans for Reconstruction; Attended Bid Conference to and Received
       One Bid; Prepared,Submitted and Re-Published 2 Requests for Sealed Bids (Rehabilitation of Seven Units and
       Reconstruction of Two Units) with the Commercial Dispatch and Agency Bid Bank; E-mailed and Mailed Bid Solicitations
       to Contractors;
   3. Notarized Documents for Shawn Wiegel, Cathiren Adams-Winters, and Lucy Lewis 
   4. Attended City Council and Department Head Meetings
   5. Attended Main Street Meeting
   6. Attended Columbus Redevelopment Board Meeting
   7. Attended Telephone Conferences with Jacqueline Cobbins and Shirley Thompson of MHC
   8. Met with Pauline Stewart, Adjutant of American Legion T.S. Post Patterson Post 69;  Robert J. Bishop
       and Kenneth L. Phillips of Priority Soldier, Inc.; William Adams, Veterans Justice Outreach Specialist of
       the U. S. Department of Veterans Affairs; Derrick Bell, Director of the Tuscaloosa County Alternative Sentencing
       Office; Brad Almond, Circuit Court Judge; and Katherine Wilsey of the Pattillo Law, LLC 
   9. Observed Veterans Treatment Court in Tuscaloosa, Alabama
 10. Researched Information for City Blight Program; Met with State Representative Kabir Karriem; Met & Requested Funding
       from Mayor & City Council

   We continued to work on existing projects and looked for new ones. 

   Sincerely,

  George H. Irby, Interim Director
  Office of Planning & Community Development

   LP/lp

	Text12: Columbus MS Forensic Lab
	Text22: C. Gilman
	Text32: February 1, 2022 - February 28, 2022
	Text42: Analysis Requested - 73 

Analysis Completed - 86 

Items Submitted -  190 

Number of Tests - 3,928 

Urine Screens - 2

Crime Scene Call-outs - 1

Revenue Generated for General Fund -  $3,780.00 



