
City of Columbus
POST OFFICE BOX 1408, COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 39703

 
MAYOR
  ROBERT E. SMITH, SR.
 

CITY COUNCIL

 

ETHEL TAYLOR STEWART
JOSEPH W. MICKENS, SR.
CHARLIE BOX
PIERRE BEARD SR.
STEPHEN JONES
BILL GAVIN

 

CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER
  DAVID ARMSTRONG

MEETING OF
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS
February 17, 2021

 
CFO/SECRETARY­TREASURER
  DELIAH VAUGHN
 

POLICE CHIEF 
  FREDERICK C. SHELTON
 

FIRE CHIEF
  MARTIN ANDREWS
 

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR
  PATRICIA MITCHELL
 

INTERIM CITY PLANNING & 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
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I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION
   

II. APPROVE MINUTES FOR PREVIOUS MEETINGS.
   

A. MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF FEBRUARY 2, 2021

III. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS.
   

A. DOCKET OF CLAIMS FOR FEBRUARY 16, 2021

IV. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA
   

V. CONSENT AGENDA
   

M. Andrews A. Approve request for four (4) Fire and Rescue personnel to attend "HazMat Awareness 
& Operations Final" to be held in Jackson, MS, and approve payment of travel and meal 
expenses.

G. Lewis B. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) Columbus Recreation Department employee, 
effective January 25, 2021, and authorize the HR Director to begin the normal 
recruitment process.

F. Shelton C. Ratify approval for one (1) CPD Officer to travel to the Crime Lab in Jackson, MS, on 
January 26, 2021 and approval of payment for travel and meal expenses. 

F. Shelton D. Approve request to allow the CPD Community Liaison Officer to solicit donations, per 
City Policy, for the purchase of two (2) K‐9s and K‐9 necessities for the Columbus Police 
Department.

K. Wiegel E. Approve request for permit fee refund.

D. Vaughn F. Approve 2 percent tourism tax payment to Lowndes County, GT Development link, and 
CVB.

B. Bigelow G. Approve request from Main Street Columbus to receive the total $15,000 allocation for 
the 2021 Market Street Festival as outlined in the Inter‐Local Agreement between the 
City of Columbus, Lowndes County Board of Supervisors and the Columbus Convention 
and Visitors Bureau.

F. Shelton H. Accept letter of resignation from one (1) part‐time CPD Officer, effective February 16, 2021.

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA:
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R. Smith A. General Comments from Mayor and Council

M. Andrews B. Monthly Report from Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for January 2021

W. Blunt C. Monthly Report from the Municipal Court  Department for January 2021

C. Bush D. Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for January 2021

G. Irby E. Monthly Report from the City Planning & Community Development Department for 
January 2021

S. James F. Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for January 2021

G. Lewis G. Monthly Report from the Columbus Recreation Department for January 2021

F. Shelton H. Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for January 2021

K. Wiegel I. Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for January 2021

D. Vaughn J. Financial Report
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D. Armstrong K. Board Vacancies:

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT & APPEALS

 1 Vacancy, 3‐Year Term for Gregory Jefferson expires 02/06/2021.
 Appointment will be made February 16, 2021.

APPLICANT (for Gregory Jefferson's position)

 Bo Harrison

 1 Vacancy, 3‐Year Term for Kevin Stafford expires 03/01/2021.
 Appointment will be made March 2, 2021. 

APPLICANT

 Kevin Stafford

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT & APPEALS OF DEVELOPMENT CODES

 1 Vacancy, 1‐Year Term for Kevin Stafford expires 03/03/2021.
 Requirement: Engineer
 Appointment will be made March 2, 2021. 

APPLICANT

 Kevin Stafford

COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

 1 Vacancy, 5‐Year Term for Dr. Jo Shumake expires 03/01/2021.
 Appointment will be made March 2, 2021. 

APPLICANTS

 Dr. Jo Shumake
 Dr. Cynthia S. Brown
 Ronny Glenn Deloach

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA
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VIII. POLICY AGENDA:
   

F. Shelton A. Discuss/Approve promotion of three (3) CPD Officers. 

S. James B. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket.

K. Stafford C. Discuss/Approve Sweet Gum Lane Speed Hump Request.

D. Armstrong D. Proclamation of existence of a local emergency.

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION:
   













































































CITY OF COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 
OFFICIAL TRAVEL REQUEST APPLICATION 

Officials, Officers and Employees of the City of Columbus seeking approval from the Mayor and City Council for 
permission to travel shall submit this application, fully completed and signed in ADVANCE of the requested travel. 
Except in urgent or necessitous cases, Requests for Travel must be submitted for approval well in advance of the 
Departure Date so that the Mayor and City Council can consider the request at a regular meeting of the Mayor and City 
Council before the travel.  Travel and reimbursement for same is governed by Section 25-3-41 of the Mississippi Code of 
1972 as may be amended from time to time. 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE TRAVEL SOUGHT 

• Typed or Printed Name of Official Applying for Travel: Lukas Borntrager, William Boyd, Landon Hill &
Thomas Parsons

• Name of Event Official seeks to Attend: HazMat Awareness & Operations

• Benefit to City resulting from Attendance:  Required training for Firefighters
____________________________________________________________________________________

• Location (City & State) of the Event for which Travel is sought:  Jackson, MS

• Name of Hotel, Motel or place of Lodging if reimbursement is sought: N/A

• Proposed Date of Departure: 2/1/2021       ● Proposed Date of Return:3/1/2021

• Mode of Transportation:City

ITEMIZED ESTIMATE OF COSTS OF TRAVEL 

• Estimated Total Fees for Registration of all programs at Event, Conference,
Seminar, Class or Program: $ 640.00 

• Cost per Night of Lodging:       $ 0.00 

• Total Estimated Lodging Costs for All Nights: $ 0.00 

• Estimated Cost of Transportation (Gas, Airfare, Taxi or Mileage Reimbursement):
       Gas (if using City Vehicle): $ 50.00 

        Airfare (if flying): $ 0.00 
       Taxi Service (if anticipated): $ 0.00 

 Mileage Reimbursement (if driving Personal Vehicle): $ 0.00 

• Estimated Cost of Meals: $ 200.00 

• Any other Estimated Costs: $ 0.00 

TOTAL ESTIMATED COSTS $ 890.00 

I certify that the estimates of the costs of travel as set forth on this form are my best estimates based upon information 
reasonably available.  I also certify that I understand that in order to be reimbursed for the estimated costs above, I 
must produce upon return any and all registration forms, receipts for meals, and lodging, together with any other bona 
fide proof of payment for the estimated costs set forth above. 

Signature: ___________________________________________   Date:2/11/2021 

REVISED 6/2018 
 











Fire & Special Incidents: 
Civilian Deaths _  ___  Civilian Injuries _  ___  Firefighter Deaths _  ___    Firefighter Injuries __  __ 

COLUMBUS FIRE & RESCUE 

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council Members: 

; compared to 
I submit for your review and acceptance the following summary of activities. The Department answered a total 
of _    _ alarms during the month of __   ___________, 20__ _      _ alarms a year ago this same month, 
and _    _ alarms last month. 

_     __ Fires  __    _ Good Intent Calls   _  ___ Overpressure/Explosion 

        _ Rescue/EMT __  __ Weather/Natural Disaster _  ___ Special Incidents  __     _ False Alarms 

__   __ Service Calls  __  __ Hazardous Conditions  _  ___ Unknown Incident Types  

 
 
 
 
 

Estimated dollar value of threatened property: ____$                         ______ 

Estimated dollar loss of insured property:    ____$__                      ______ 

Estimated dollar loss of uninsured property:     ____$____                   ______ 

Estimated dollar value of property saved:           ____$                         ______ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

_________________________________ 
Chief of Columbus Fire & Rescue 

False Alarm Property Use: __  __ Auto, __    _ Residential, _  ___ Mercantile/Business, __  __ Storage,                                

_     _ Industry/Utility, __  __ Educational, __  __ Assembly, __  __ Healthcare/Detention/Correction,                                   

_    _ Outside/Special Property, __   __ Manufacturing/Processing, __  __ Undetermined, __  __ Other 

Division of Training:   ___     ___ Hours of in-house department training 

     ___     ___ Hours of specialty or certification training 

Life Safety & Public Education:  ____ ____ Public Ed. – Participants trained 

     ____ ____ Community Relations / Involvement 

     _____ ___ Car Seat Installations / Checks 

Code Enforcement:   ___ _   ___ Safety / Code Inspections Performed 

     ___    ____ Plans review / Building Permits 

     _____   _ _ Fire Investigations 

     ____   ___ Childcare / Healthcare / Nursing Home Inspections 

     ___  __ __ Burn Permits 

234 January 21 302

229

8 17 3

164 0 0 29

10 3 0

0 0 0 0

0 16 5 0

0 0 0 7

0 0 0 0

2,472,000.00

13,000.00

500.00

2,458,500.00

144

160

7

0

0

12

1

1

2

3



Columbus Fire and Rescue TrainingColumbus Fire and Rescue Outreach and Community Service 2021

 Service, Dedication, and Safety through Training Page 1

The following outreach and community service was done by Columbus Fire 
and Rescue during the month of January 2021:

-Conducted CPR and First Aid classes for local home healthcare providers and 
nursing students

- Participated in the Lowndes County Emergency Management Covid-19 Tele-
briefings

-Assisted Columbus Police Department with their physical tryouts

Duane Hughes

Assistant Fire Chief

Columbus Fire and Rescue



COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL COURT DIVISION
POST OFFICE BOX 1408

1501 MAIN STREET
COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI   39703

PHONE:  (662) 244-3512          FAX: (662) 244-3586

January 31, 2021

TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council

COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL COURT
MONTHLY REPORT
January 31, 2021

 
                                                           JAN 2021       JAN 2020       DEC 2020

 FINES AND ASSESSMENTS      $ 10, 458.87     $22, 546.66     $7, 594.23
 

           JAN 2021       JAN 2020       DEC 2020

AMOUNT TO STATE                   $ 2,561.35      $  4, 627.09       $  1, 676.25           
AMOUNT TO CITY                      $ 7,708.70      $17, 794.57       $  5, 816.98
AMOUNT TO MHP                      $     188.82     $  4, 254.00        $      101.00
                      

Respectfully Submitted
WENDY F. BLUNT, CCA
Municipal Court Administrator



CITY OF COLUMBUS

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

MONTHLY REPORT

Report Date: January 2021

Overgrown Lots/Dilapidated Properties

Lots Cleaned or Cleared:   0

Building/Structures Demo’d:   0

Accidents (City vehicle involved): Property Damage (Public):

Pickups: 0 Tires: 1

Trucks: 0 Windshields: 0

Equipment: 0 Front / Rear Bumper 0                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Bumper: Vehicle Door 0

Overtime:

911 call outs: 3 Hours: 20

Respectfully,

Casey Bush

Director of Public Works

Request Category Created Closed In 
Progress

Barricades Abandoned 0 0 0
Drainage Issues 4 0 4
Fallen Branches/Trees 2 1 1
Yard Waste (branches, bagged leaves, etc.) 17 10 7
Missing or Damaged Signage 1 1 0
Potholes 3 2 1
Road Stripes/Markers 0 0 0
Sidewalk Repair 3 1 2
Riverwalk 0 0 0

Total 30 15 15
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City Planning and Community Development 

Department
POST OFFICE BOX 1408

COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI  39703
                     

           February 3, 2021

Mayor Robert E. Smith, Sr. and 
   Members of the Columbus City Council
Columbus, MS  39703-1408

                  
Re:  Monthly Report

During the month of January the Office of Planning and Community Development had the following activity:

1. BEP – Prepared, Received and Uploaded documentation on five (5) properties; Paid Demolition Contractor; 
Prepared and Mailed 1099 Forms;  Prepared and Submitted  Form 1096; and Prepared and Submitted 
Mississippi Annual Information Return

2. CAP LOAN – Received, Signed and Returned Loan Documents
3. CLG –  Completed Quarterly Status Report
4. 2020 JAG (Coronavirus) – Worked on Grant and Met with Chief Shelton 
5. 2020 JAG (Covid) – Completed Progress and Financial Reports
6. HOME – Met with Kenny Wiegel, Kevin Stafford, Stewart Stafford and Bill Whittle; Worked on 

Mitigation Issues; Prepared and Submitted Drawings; Completed and Submitted Environmental Review; 
and  Prepared and Submitted Request to Release Funds

7. Attended City Council and Department Head Meetings
8. Attended Main Street Meetings
9. Attended Columbus Redevelopment Board Meetings

 
We continued to work on existing projects and looked for new ones. 

Sincerely,

George H. Irby
George H. Irby, Interim Director 
Office of Planning & Community Development

LP/lp

MAYOR
      ROBERT E. SMITH, SR.

CITY COUNCIL
ETHEL TAYLOR-STEWART
JOSEPH W. MICKENS, SR.
CHARLIE BOX
 PIERRE D. BEARD, SR.
STEPHEN JONES
BILL GAVIN

CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER
DAVID ARMSTRONG

CFO/SECRETARY-TREASURER
      DELIAH T.  VAUGHN

 POLICE CHIEF 
FREDERICK C. SHELTON

FIRE CHIEF
MARTIN ANDREWS

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR
   PATRICIA MITCHELL

CITY PLANNING & COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT INTERIM DIRECTOR
     GEORGE H. IRBY



City of Columbus
Code Enforcement Division
Monthly Report
January 2021

TOTAL CLOSE IN PROGRESS NOT STARTED
WARD 1 0 0 0 0
WARD 2 0 0 0 0
WARD 3 2 1 1 0
WARD 4 4 1 3 0
WARD 5 10 3 7 0
WARD 6 0 0 0 0
TOTAL OPEN 16 5 11 0

For the month of January the following cases were addressed:

Ward 1   0 Ward 4 4
Ward 2 0 Ward 5 10
Ward 3 2 Ward 6 0 16 Total Addressed

 

Sasha James, CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER

















MONTHLY REPORT * January, 2021 

Building Inspection Department 

 
 

PERMITS ISSUED 
 
Building: Other Permits: 

New Residential/Additions 1 Electrical 28  

New Commercial 2 Plumbing / Gas 28  

Remodeling/Repairs 16   Mechanical 8 

Demolition 7 Public Utility 1 

Accessory Structures 1 

  Inspections 102 

 
Board Meetings: 

Historic Preservation Commission  1 case heard and approved 

Planning Commission   2 cases heard and approved 

Zoning Board of Adjustments & Appeals  0 cases 

 
 
Presently, the Building Inspection Department is reviewing plans, issuing permits, or making inspections for the 

following:  (List is exclusive of permits issued for demolitions and minor repairs, e.g. roofing, fencing, signs, etc) 

 
1. Vibrant Church 500 Holly Hills Road Addition/Remodeling 

2. Chris Chain 216/224 5th Street South Interior/structural renovation 

3. Hope Community Church 401 Main Street Remodeling 

4. Jay Burchfield 1512 Gardner Boulevard New metal building 

5. Military Lee, LLC 1815 Military Road Renovation 

6. Marjorie Canon 704 Sylvan Road Two-story addition 

7. Mona & David Sanders 1103 Main Street Storm repairs (east wing) 

8. Maranatha Faith Center 716 Waterworks Road Renovate after water damage 

9. Ganpati 16 LLC 1402 Main Street Addition 

10. Rufus Harris Jr 102 & 104 Maxwell Lane Renovate apartments 

11. Lee Ford 522 Alabama Street Remodeling 

12. Court Square Tower LLC 605 2nd Avenue North Renovate annex 

13. Ables Investments LLC 47 Eagle Cove New single-family residence 

14. Gregory Mixon 1723 7th Avenue North New single-family residence 

15. City of Columbus (Amphitheater) 101 Island Road Entry Gate Element, Phase 2 

16. City of Columbus (Sim Scott Park) 909 20th Street North New 60' x 140' pavilion 

17. Columbus Carriage House Inc 213 Alabama Street Add fourteen indoor storage units 

18. Antioch Missionary Baptist Church 2304 7th Avenue North Addition to front of church 

19. Parkwood Developers LLC 222 Waverly Road New laundry/office building 

20. Sue Buckhalter 604 Kensington Place New in-ground pool 

21. Friendship M. B. Church 1102 12th Avenue South Repair damage from vehicle 

22. BH Properties LLC 2422 College Street New single-family residence 

23. BH Properties LLC 2481 College Street New single-family residence 

24. BH Properties LLC 2414 College Street New single-family residence 

25. Philanshia Shambley 589 Chandler Road New single-family residence 

26. Mack & Katherine Murray 406 Winterset Drive New single-family residence 



27. Bank of Vernon 420 Alabama Street Renovate existing building 

28. Mayurkumar & Dipika Patel 2329 MLK Jr Drive New liquor store 

29. M2D2 Investments 152 & 158 S McCrary Rd Fire sprinkler installation 

30. Jackson Square LLC 2003 Hwy 45 N, Ste 3 Install twenty three storage units 

31. Idlewild LLC 323 Idlewild Road 25' x 40' concrete slab (only) 

32. M2D2 Investments LLC 152 & 158 S. McCrary Rd Remodel commercial building 

33. Christopher Chain 1949 Waverly Ferry Road RV park expansion 

34. Waverly Enterprises LLC 605 Leigh Drive Renovations at apartment complex 

35. Fairview Baptist Church 127 Airline Road Install 2 doors, canopy, sidewalk 

36. MCD Properties LLC 34 Glenwood Drive Build-out commercial space 

37. East Systems Inc 41 Fabritek Drive New metal bldg and foundation 

38. U-Stor Inside LLC 304 5th Street South Demo interior (Phase I) 

 
 
 
BUILDING INSPECTION DEPARTMENT 

/s/ Kenneth Wiegel, Director  
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