
MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF COLUMBUS, MS 
 

OCTOBER 20, 2020 
5:00 P.M. 

 
The Mayor and City Council met in Regular Session on Tuesday, October 20, 2020 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court Chambers of the Municipal Complex. Mayor Robert E. Smith, Sr. presided 
over the meeting, and all Council Members were present. Also present were the COO, CFO, 
General Counsel, Police Chief, Assistant Police Chief, Fire Chief and the HR Director. All 
other Department Heads participated via teleconference. 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INVOCATION 
 
Mayor Smith called the meeting to order and called upon Council Member Box to offer 
the Invocation. 
 

II. APPROVE MINUTES FOR THE MEETINGS OF OCTOBER 6, 2020 
 
Council Member Gavin made a motion to approve the Minutes for the Meeting of 
October 6, 2020. Council Member Stewart seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

III. APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS 
 
Council Member Stewart made a motion to approve the Docket of Claims for October 
20, in the amount of $599,804.80. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. 
 
All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The motion carried. 
 

IV. CONFIRMATION OF/OR AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
There are no changes to be made to the Consent Agenda. 
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POLICY AGENDA: 
Add Item “E” – Discuss/Approve City/County Drug Task Force Agreement. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Change Executive Session matters from four (4) to five (5). 
 
Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Agenda as presented, with the 
above amendment. Council Member Jones seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members present voted in favor of same, 
with a unanimous vote. 
 

V. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Ratify request for one (1) Fire and Rescue personnel, Drew Williamson, to 
attend “HazMat A & O Test” held in Jackson, MS and approve reimbursement 
of meal expenses. 
 

B. Approve travel request for Code Enforcement Officer, Sasha James, to attend 
the “Keep Mississippi/Alabama Beautiful Conference” to be held in Flowood, 
MS, and approve payment of $136.30 for travel expenses and reimbursement 
for meal expenses. 

 

C. Accept letter of resignation from Alexander Rucker, effective October 6, 2020. 
 

D. Approve permit request submitted by Grozie Thomas, on behalf of the 
Mississippi Headturners, to host a “Halloween Cruise/Parade” to be held on 
October 30, 2020, from 5:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m., in areas of North, South and 
East Columbus. 

 

Council Member Beard made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented.  Council Member Stewart seconded the motion. The Mayor called for 
discussion, and there being none, all Council Members present voted in favor of 
same, with a unanimous vote. 
 

VI. REPORTS, PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS AGENDA 
 

A. General Comments from the Mayor and Council Members 
 
Mayor Smith announced that Glenda Buckhalter will hold a Breast Cancer 
Awareness event on Wednesday, October 21, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Soccerplex and invited the public to attend. Pink balloons will be released. 
 
A City Turkey Drive will be held November 3, 2020. Anyone wishing to donate a 
turkey(s)  can take them to the specified drop-off locations that was announced. 
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B. Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for 
September 2020 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Fire and Rescue Department for 
September 2020 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

C. Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for September 2020 
 
The Monthly Report from the Municipal Court Division for September 2020 was 
presented. No action was taken. 
 

D. Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for September 2020 
 
The Monthly Report from the Public Works Department for September 2020 
was presented. No action was taken. 
 

E. Monthly Report from the City Planning and Community Development 
Department for September 2020 
 
The Monthly Report from the City Planning and Community Development 
Department for September 2020 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

F. Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for September 
2020 
 
The Monthly Report from the Code Enforcement Department for September 
2020 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

G. Monthly Report from the Columbus Recreation Department for September 
2020 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Recreation Department for September 
2020 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

H. Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for September 2020 
 
The Monthly Report from the Columbus Police Department for September 2020 
was presented. Council Member Mickens asked Chief Shelton how many 
patrolmen were on each shift. Chief Shelton responded by stating that three (3) 
shifts has eight (8) and one (1) shift has nine (9). Chief Shelton was then asked 
an incident in East Columbus that he believes the Chief should have contacted 
the elected officials. No action was taken. 
 

I. Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for September 
2020 
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The Monthly Report from the Building Inspection Department for September 
2020 was presented. No action was taken. 
 

J. Monthly Financial Report 
 

  Deliah Vaughn, CFO, distributed the Monthly Financial Report for September 
  and remarked that the City currently has a combined total of $15,278,977.70 
  which includes the $6.2 Bond money for paving. The General Fund has a  
  total of $12,069,984.77 and Special Revenue Funds totaling $3,208,992.93. 
  The General Fund Operating Cash for the month of September was  
  $2,127,027.32; prior year was $775,766.79, which is a $1,351,260.53 
  difference from September 2019. The Sales Taxes collections for the month 
  were $852,567.23, which is an increase of $38,014.33 compared to the same 
  time last year. 
. 

 
K. BOARD VACANCIES 

 
David Armstrong, COO, announced vacancies on various boards and remarked 
that no appointments can be made tonight.  
 

  BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT & APPEALS OF DEVELOPMENT CODES 

 1 Vacancy, Ralph McLain’s  2-Year Term Expires 10/16/2020. 

 Requirements: Applicants must be an Electrical Engineer or Contractor. 

 Appointment will be made October 20, 2020 

 No applicants at this time. 
 
  APPLICANTS: 

  
 
   
  

VII. CITIZENS INPUT AGENDA 
 

VIII. POLICY AGENDA 
 

A. Discuss/Approve the Municipal Compliance Questionnaire. 
 
Ms. Deliah Vaughn, CFO, presented the Annual Municipal Compliance 
Questionnaire that is required for the Audit for approval. Council Member Jones 
made a motion to approve the Annual Municipal Compliance Questionnaire. 
Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 

 
All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 
The motion carried. 
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 THE MUNICIPAL COMPLIANCE QUESTIONNAIRE FOLLOWS: 
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B. Discuss/Approve Air Force License for use of Firing Range. 
 

.   Council Member Beard made a motion to Renew the 5-Year Lease with Columbus  
    Air Force Base and give Mayor the authority to sign the necessary documents. 
    Council Member Gavin seconded the motion.  
 
    All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried. 
 
   THE JOINT RESOLUTION FOLLOWS: 

   
 

C. Discuss/Approve recommendations from the October 13, 2020 Planning 
Commission meeting. 
 
Permitted Use Request P/U 20-17 
 
Gateway Personal Care Home 
116 Lawrence Drive 
Parcel #62W11-03-03700 
C-3 Highway Commercial District 
 
The Planning Commission recommends approval of request to allow an Elderly 
Housing Assisted Living Facility.  

 
Council Member Mickens moved that the facts and findings of the Planning 
Commission be adopted as the facts and findings of the Mayor and City Council, 
and that the recommendation of the Planning Commission to allow an Elderly 
Housing Assisted Living Facility be approved as a Permitted Use. Council Member 
Beard seconded the motion. The Mayor asked if anyone in the audience objected 
to the permitted use application.  No one answered.  There followed discussion, 
consideration, and review by the Council of the issues and facts presented by this 
request and the action taken by the City of Columbus Planning Commission.  

 
 All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 
The motion carried. 
 
 

D. Discuss/Approve Derelict Property Docket 
 

               
     THANDI GAUTIER AND ERIC GREEN 
      705 – 15th Street North 
      CASE NUMBER 20-0198  VEGETATION 

 



MEETING OF 
THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
OCTOBER 20, 2020 
 

    The General Counsel called cause number 20-0198. No one appeared.  Code  
    Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated  
    by the owner, and it is his recommendation to enter the proposed Order under  
    Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was in  
    such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and  
    safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the  
    Statute allows.  Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with  
    Section 21-19-11, and for an Order stating the City may remediate the  
    property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish,  
    personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty- 
    four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further notice to  
    the owner as required by law.  Costs are to be assessed as allowed under  
    Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard seconded  
    the motion. 
 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried. 

 
 
             JOHN THOMPSON 
             2415 – 6th Avenue North 
             CASE NUMBER 20-0227      ABANDONED STRUCTURE 

 
    The General Counsel called cause number 20-0227. No one appeared.  Code  
    Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated  
    by the owner, and it is his recommendation to enter the proposed Order under  
    Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was in  
    such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and  
    safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the  
    Statute allows.  Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with  
    Section 21-19-11, and for an Order stating the City may remediate the  
    property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish,  
    personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty- 
    four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further notice to  
    the owner as required by law.  Costs are to be assessed as allowed under  
    Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard seconded  
    the motion. 
 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried. 
 

             CHARLEY’S PAWN SHOP, LLC 
             1016 Moss Street 
             CASE NUMBER 20-0150      VEGETATION 
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    The General Counsel called cause number 20-0150. No one appeared.  Code  
    Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property has been remediated  
    by the owner, and it is his recommendation to enter the proposed Order under  
    Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, finding that this property was in  
    such a state of uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public health and  
    safety of the community.  This Order should provide for such re-entry as the  
    Statute allows.  Council Member Jones made a motion in accordance with  
    Section 21-19-11, and for an Order stating the City may remediate the  
    property with respect to cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish,  
    personal property and other debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty- 
    four (24) month period immediately following the Order, with further notice to  
    the owner as required by law.  Costs are to be assessed as allowed under  
    Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code.  Council Member Beard seconded  
    the motion. 
 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
    The motion carried. 
 
   GEORGE & SYLVIA JONES 
   11th Street North 
   CASE NUMBER  20-0182 
   The General Counsel called cause number 20-0182. George Harris appeared and   
   remarked that his family no longer owns the property.  Code  Enforcement Officer 
  Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of uncleanliness as to be a 
  menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code and asked 
  the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as such and that an Order be 
  entered to such effect, requested immediate abatement on the structure, and that 
  an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Jones made a motion in 
  accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for an Order 
  stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences up to six (6)  
  more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order and 
  cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other debris 
  no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four   (24) month period. Council 
  Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
 
  All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 

 
            The motion carried. 

 
             KATRINA L. WATKINS 
             319 Florence Street 
             CASE NUMBER 20-0220    RUBBISH AND GARBAGE 
 

  The General Counsel called cause number 20-0220. No one appeared. Code   
  Enforcement Officer Sasha James stated the property was in such a state of   
  uncleanliness as to be a menace to the public under Section 21-19-11 of the  
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  Mississippi Code and asked the Mayor and Council to adjudicate the property as 
  such and that an Order be entered to such effect, requested immediate abatement  
  on the structure, and that an Order be issued for the property. Council Member Jones   
  made a motion in accordance with Section 21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code, and for  
  an Order stating the City may remove dilapidated buildings or dilapidated fences u 
  to six (6) more times in the twelve (12) month period immediately following the Order 
  and cutting grass and weeds and removing rubbish, personal property and other  
  debris no more than twelve (12) times in a twenty-four (24) month period. Council  
  Member Gavin seconded the motion. 
   
  All Council Members present voted in favor of the motion. 

 
            The motion carried. 
  

E. Discuss/Approve City/County Drug Task Force Agreement. 
 
               General Counsel Turnage discussed the terms of the Interlocal Cooperation  
               Agreement . Memorandum of Understanding for Lowndes Metro Drug Task  
               Force. Council Member Gavin made a motion to approve the Agreement      
               Between the Board of Supervisors Lowndes County, Mississippi Sheriff Eddie 
               Hawkins and the Mayor and City Council of Columbus, Mississippi and Chief 
               Fred Shelton of the Columbus Police Department and their respective successors 
               And/or assigns.   Council Member Beard seconded the motion. 

 
    All Council Members voted in favor of the motion. 
 
   The motion carried. 
 
   THE INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 

(THIS SPACE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY) 
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